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NO GOOD WOMEN

MUSICIANS ON CAMPUS?

WE'VE HEARD OTHERWISE!
AND YOU CAN TOO, AT OUR

WOMEN'S FOLK FESTIVAL

Tonight at 8 and 10 PM
TOAD HALL — Fifth and Daniel
Admission *1.00

All proceeds go to a campus rape crisis center

CHECK US OUT, PEOPLE!

sponsored by
University Women's Caucus
and The
McHKinley Foundation
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Fall, 1973
Our battle cry!

(Daily Illini
Nov 16, 1973)
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November 16, 1973
Handwritten poster

$1 admission, 2 shows
Proceeds to newly formed
Rape Crisis Center




November 16, 1973

“Rather than preparing a show
along the traditional lines, in which
each performer hopes to outdo the
other in “charisma,” the women
have been cooperating on each

other’'s songs in all capacities.” —
Daily lllini, Nov. 16



November 16, 1973
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Be heard at Women folk’s Festival
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Beginning of a huge cultural movement
that lasted through 1979 — extensively
reported in Daily lllini, News Gazette,
CU Couirier, lllinois Entertainer, and
nationally!

THE DAILY ILLINI

Friday, November 16, 1973

Women protest, set
their own folk fest

By EV BASILE

Staff Writer

This weekend's Womenfolk's
Festival is designed in part to give
creative women musicians an
opportunity to perform and use
material that they have not had an
opportunity to offer to an audience.

““The idea for the festival had-

been (estering around for a while,”
Kristin Lems, organizer of the
musical event, said. ‘“It was only
coincidental that the Red Herring
had scheduled its folk festival for
the same weekend. Being new in
town, I didn’t even know there was
an annual folk festival, but since
we had set the date, I could see no
reason for changing it.”

Lems said that the all-women
folk festival would give female
musicians who felt intimidated by
other coffeehouses and their at-
titude lowards women musicians a
chance to perform in a more
relaxed atmosphere.

““As far as I'm concerned, it is

somewhat galling to see Red
Herring advertisements for their
festival calling it a ‘folk’s festival’
when no women are scheduled to
play in any of the sets,’”” Lems said.

There are numerous complaints
from many of the women planning
to perform tonight at Toad Hall
criticizing this year’s Red Herring
fall folk festival.

According to Michele Oxman,
who has played open sets at the
Red Herring and attempted at one
time to audition for a previous Red
Herring folk fest, ‘“This is the first
time no auditions were held. In
previous years, intentionally or
not, the festivals have been
‘rigged’ by people voting only for
musicians who were Red Herring

hangouts—who just happened to be

good in
hangouts.” o
According to Geri McGill
Bill Murphy, both manage:
Red Herring coffe
(Continu

addition to bein

Womeh's "
folk fest...

iCan towaedd Frevan page 200

formers (or the folk festival were
chosen on the basis of tlechnical
instrumental proficiency and on
the basis of audience rapport.
According tlo McGill, only one
woman who had played at the
collechouse's n sels was con-
sidered qualified in both these
areas, but when approached about

rforming, declined (o do so in a
ormal sel.

Another consideration in profit
mad k;ing m:sil:.::mhmu that M:I:Itj‘.iil
and Murphy tmwu billing
performers who “draw a
erowd.” Since no auditions were
held, “because of hard feelings
involved in choices of previous
vears," Murphy said, performers
who were well known to the
communitly were chosen Lo
guarantee attracting a crowd.

According to Lems, who has
played a set al the Red Herring,
“There are definite vibes
discouraging women in [folk
miusic—the Red Herring seems to
be one of these places.”

One woman who had no com-
plaints about the Red Herring was
Athan Holland: "As soon as Les
Urban (a member of the group
Appaloosa), found out I was in
town, [ had no trouble whatsoever

getling sets at the Red
Herring. 1 feel thal the Red
Herring has turned oul some

outrageously talented musicians."
Proceeds from the women's folk
lestival will go to Women Against
Rape (WAR), a group a
rape crisis center a rape
“hoUine," The festival will feature
Lhe performance of “*W Walk
Maore Determined,” '



First National Women’s
Music Festival

May 28-June 2, 1974

SIX DAYS LONG!!

national
N, Women’s
Al W music
i © festival

may 28

to

june 2

. 1974
i champaign

illinois



Full article by rock critic Ellen Willis
in the New Yorker, June 24, 1974

“Almost everything that could go
wrong did, and almost everybody
had a good time anyway.”



PAID MY DUES

Quarterly Journal of Women & Music SI
i ~7 |
VOL.I &g VRSN

2 First Mational

First year of Paid my Dues Magazine

R (N R [ssue #3 devoted to the First
< M\ Lol National Women’s Music Festival
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Second National Women’s

Music Festival
June 10 — 15, 1975




Second

Cov;red by National Public Nfzﬁfél#ﬁl
Radio’s “Folk Festival USA - Wormen'’s
. Music
(tapes are still in the U of 1 <egy Festival
library archives — and need b
Champaign,

to be digitized!)

[linois




2nd Festival
collective, on the
roof outside our

llinois
office, w

Jnion

nich we

had for 6 years
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Festival - Vicki Randle from the Tonight Show, Melissa Manchester,
Terry Garthwaite, and Bessie Burkes from the Georgia Sea Islands



Lynn Van Matre, 1975, review in Chicago Tribune

“The concept of ‘women’s music’ in
fact, strikes even me, a practicing
feminist, as naive and paradoxical’.



Georgia Christgau, Ms. Magazine article
about the second Festival, published 1975

"‘Despite pretentions toward building, as the
brochure states, “a strong new culture reflectin
women’s beliefs” as an alternative to the “sexis
and profiteering packaging of music to serve
business interests’, the festival is, simply, a
talent show for unknowns....I was not as |
concerned as the organizers claimed to be with
establishing an alternative music industry. |
wanted to make eye contact with a few
reputable women from the existing one.”




Every year: Fundraisers along W|th rallies!
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AN EVENING

OF WOMEN'S MUSIC 1

featuring

Tim Vear Me. Safman
May 5th 8:00

Lincoln Hall Theatre
Univ. of Hlinois, Urbana
Admission S2.00
Free to those pre-registered fue the 1978
Nath A M
Sponsore d by
National Women’s Music Festival

\ \ﬁmens]Mus\ Yes, male musicians helped fundralse for the Festival
] Also: annual teeshirt designs, annual hlghllghts tapes



Every year: Fundraisers along with rallies!

Student Advocate .’

tl'le fl'ee all-mmplls newspaper Champaign-Urbana, ll.

Women's Music E.R.A. Rally Set for Today
Festival to Hold Fete | T —
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Third National Women’s

Music Festival
June 15-20, 1976




Innovations!!
e Student run, community supported!

* Free childcare for children of attendees, provided by male
volunteers

* Free community housing — volunteers matched with registrants
* Round robins on the quad, every day

 Jam sessions on stage after the evening concerts
* No musician paid — expenses only,
* All performers had to do a workshop



Victoria Spivey — Blues legend
1 906-1976

Songs We Taught Your Mother
ALBERTA HUNTER * LUCILLE HEGAMIN * VICTORIA SPIVEY

i e -PART 1
? H E ONE HOUR MAMA

IES)

Possibly her last
performance —
she passed away
3 months later

ALL RECORDINGS DIGITALLY REMASTERED

COLLECTION



“Women only” conflicts

threatened to end the
festival in 1976

Two performers performing the same
evening leafletted outside the
Auditorium
with opposite positions



Holly Near and
Meg Christian’s flyer

“We are sorry that the decision was
made for the Festival to be open to
men. We would like those men who
are attending to understand

that the most supportive thing they
could do for women’s music this week
is to refrain from attending”




Malvina Reynold’s flyer

HThe physical exclusion Of men from a R = Cail ol usfon b finen from a WomentsiMuslce Festival

is a mechanical, sterile and unpolitical way of dealing with

women’s music festival is a 15 2 U

A man who comes toour concert is already half a convert and
If he is basically an® oppressor, he will

mechanical, sterile, and apolitical way BRI o e

to the coneert is vwery small, and he would be immediately and
easily psychologically overpowered.

of dealing with the matter of our e N

tive_ I have worked with men, including my husband of forty years,

|iber‘ation.....we talk Of Woman i?lozg:‘;iiizi?ns of struggle for freedom, for a decent world for
space. But unless we find ways of CCE BRI LR e i i
reconCiIing SO that We Can Confront The time is short. We need to be together will all possble allies.

We talk of woman space. But unless we find ways of reconciling

1 So that we can united confront the common enemy, there will soon
the common enemy, there will soon B .

be no space for anyone.” ke
//575/57'7?/»”4

mMalvina Reynolds



More!
Topless frisbee
player arrested

June 20,1976!!

“five or six
other topless
women escaped
before police
could
apprechend
them”
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Woman arrested
for topless game

A female playing frisbee topless on the Quad was arrested by
University police Saturday and charged with disorderly conduct.

Five or six other topless women escaped before police could
apprehend them.

Sharon Wood, 21, of St. Louis, Mo., was arrested after a citizen’s
complaint was made to police about 3:30 p.m. Saturday. :
According to a University police, Woods was charged with
disorderly conduct under an Urbana city ordinance, but not in-
decent exposure because the latter is a state charge and would
have required holding in.the county jail over the weekend.

Disorderly conduct is a misdemearior and. carries the penalty of
a fine of up to $500 and-or a sentence of up to 90 days in the county
jail. ' ;

Woods was freed after posting $25 bail, but was ordered to ap-
pear in Urbana city court July 1. e

Wood was attending the National Women’s Music Festival held
at the University June 15-20. >

An unofficial demonstration was planned after Woods’ arrest by
other women attending the festival to show their support for her.
The women planned to assembly at 7:30 p.m. Saturday and remove

their shirts in unison, but the demonstration never m




Ms. Conception! Cherry Wolfarth, Lynn Keller, and me -
1976 Festival We were worried that there wouldn’t be
enough rock ‘n’ roll, so we formed a power trio!
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But there was!
Saturday night
3" Festival!
Signed with a
Major label




Fourth National Women’s Music Festival
June 28-July 3, 1977

June 28 - July 3
Champaign-Urbana, Illinois

FOURTH
NATIONAL

WOMEN'S
MUSIC
FESTIVAL




More Innovations!!

* Work exchange option

e Other art forms — visual art, drama, poetry, films about women
musicians, including those performing there!

* Open jam rooms to try electric instruments
* Many “how to” workshops about musical and performance skills

* A “pickup” orchestra rehearsing daily and playing compositions
by women

* A “pickup” choir rehearsing daily and performing women’s works
* Debut of several works by living women composers



Fifth National Women’s

Music Festival
June 13-18, 1978




-irst Festival orchestra, under the baton of
Maestra Antonia Brico!




Festival Collective
1978

Mary Van Horn
Cecilia Haasis
Laura Bordeaux
Sherry Cmiel

Barb Schoolenberg
Ann McCallister
Kristin Lems

all students at U of 1




Sixth National Women’s Music Festival
May 50 — June 3, 1979



Slide guitar diva
Ellen Mcllwaine
performed at the S

sixth Festival and is
subject of a new

movie, “Goddess
of Slide”|

FL LENMcIL WAINE



FEST A e
Keynoting at the 50t" Festival July 4, 2026
wearing the original T shirt made for the first Festival

Now under contract with
University of Illinois
Press: my memoir and
interviews about the
National Women’s Music
Festival 1973-1979

on the U of | campus in
Champaign-Urbanal
Kristin Lems

MA1975, MA1983
kristinlems@yahoo.com



