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Abstract
Roger Eddy, Agriculture in Illinois, Al-A-L-2012-012

Biographical Information Overview of Interview: Roger Eddy was born on May 8th,
1958, in Ottawa, lllinois. After earning a degree as a Learning and Behavior Specialist from
Northern Illinois University and a degree as a Certified Management Accountant from
Eastern Illinois University, Eddy taught in the Hutsonville, Illinois schools for many years
before becoming a principal. He later became a District Superintendent of Hutsonville, and in
2002 was elected a State Representative from the 109th District in east central Illinois.
Representative Eddy served on the House Committees on Education and Appropriations.

While in the legislature, Eddy represented the House Republicans on the Classrooms
First Commission. Representative Eddy also served on the House Education Committee. In
addition, Representative Eddy is an active District Superintendent of Hutsonville. Therefore
he provided a practical applicator toward the concept of school reorganization. In March
2012, Roger resigned as a State Representative in order to take a position as Executive
Director of the Illinois Association of School Boards. This follow-up interview examines
Representative Eddy’s role in the Classrooms First Commission and his thoughts on the
Commission’s draft recommendations.

Subject Headings/Key Words: school reorganization in Illinois; Classrooms First
Commission (Illinois); Hlinois House Bill 1216; educational, operational, and within shared
efficiencies in school reorganization; school district realignment; Lt. Governor Sheila Simon;
Governor Pat Quinn; state reorganization incentives; lllinois teacher pensions; Regional
Office of Education Commission; Illinois Senate Bill 3494; PTELL (Property Tax Levy
Limitation Extension); Article 5 State Constitution; Senate Bill 7 (Evaluation Teacher);
Regional Board School Trustees.

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to
preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the
memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge.
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