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Abstract
Mark Plummer, Historians Speak, HS-A-L-2008-045

Biographical Information Overview of Interview: Mark A. Plummer was born on June 1,
1933, in Seneca, Missouri, and grew up in that small town on the Oklahoma border. He
attended the University of Missouri at Columbia for two years and then transferred to
Pittsburg (Kansas) State University, where he received the B.S. and M.S. degrees in 1951 and
1952, and became particularly interested in American and Asian history. After serving in the
U.S. Army in Europe, he taught high school in Kansas City, Kansas, before pursuing a Ph.D.
at the University of Kansas.

A member of the faculty of Illinois State University from 1960 to 1994, Plummer was chair or
acting chair of the Department of History on three occasions. His major publications include
Lincoln's Rail-splitter: Richard J. Oglesby; Robert G. Ingersoll: Peoria's Pagan Politician,
and Frontier Governor: Samuel J. Crawford of Kansas. He also served as president of the
Illinois State Historical Society.

Subject Headings/Key Words: Parents; mentors (including Dudley Taylor Cornish and
Robert W. Johannsen); sports (including football and coaching); nineteenth-century Kansas
and Illinois political history; the history of Japan and China; Fulbright professorship at
National Taiwan University, and other trips to East Asian; teaching undergraduate courses
and advising graduate theses at Illinois State University.

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to
preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the
memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge.
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