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Abstract  
Richard Friemel, Veterans Remember, VRV-V-D-2015-068 

 

Biographical Information Overview of Interview: Richard Friemel was born in 

Chicago, Illinois on June 27, 1939. He enlisted in the Air Force in 1958, re-enlisting in 1962. 

Friemel went to Lackland Air Force Base near San Antonio, Texas for basic training, and to 

California for three days to be trained in marksmanship and other skills. Sergeant Friemel 

served with the 366th Fighter Wing in Vietnam from 1969 to 1970. As an aircraft engine 

mechanic while in South Vietnam, he mainly repaired piston engines and serviced propeller 

driven airplanes, working primarily on A-1 ‘Skyraiders,’ C-123 ‘Providers’ and C-119 

‘Flying Boxcars.’ He was stationed in both Pleiku and Da Nang while in South Vietnam. Hi 

work as a mechanic put him in contact with the herbicide Agent Orange, which was sprayed 

widely in South Vietnam to defoliate rural forested land. He believes the heart condition he 

suffers from is a result of his exposure to the defoliant. Friemel remained in the Air Force, 

including a tour at Chanute Air Force base, until he retired on October 31, 1981. 

Subject Headings/Key Words: U.S. Air Force during Vietnam War; propeller driven 

airplane mechanic; Agent Orange; Richard Friemel; Da Nang, South Vietnam; Pleiku, South 

Vietnam; Communism; Air Force training during 1960s; mama san; Vietnam Veterans 

Memorial; 366th Fighter Wing, U.S. Air Force; 

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a 

transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to 

preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The 

Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the 

memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge. 
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