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DePue Today is Monday, June 30, 2014, the last day of the mbhtmame is Mark
DePue, Director of Oral History at the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library.
Today | 6ve gtetvievaa ntde | leGonm otnhirci lilned t o ha

IngramYougo by Bill, dondét you?
Ingram Bill. Yes, sir.
DePue |l 6m thrilled tbohaveahbkaedheoequBtel a f

several from th&econdWorld War, but nobody ever fronmé perspective of
being held by the Japanese this is gong be quite different for meOf
course, you had quite a life before you were captued we wanted to start
with that So how about telling me when and where you were born

Ingram | was borni 1924 South Grand Avenue in Springfield, lllinois, in 1924.
DePue Did you grow up in Springfield?

Ingram Yes, sir.l stayed there until | was seventeen.

DePue Tell me about your parents.

Ingram Who?

DePue Your father and your mother.
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Oh. My dad, when | was a young ladlljttle kid, he worked in the coal mines

for a while.We lived out on South Grand Avenuethele. 6 d ¢ o mad h o me

all youbd anehs mouh(labghsgTheergsteoshim was all
covered over with the coal du3there was five of us in my familyDad called
us the hungry fiveHd e  w amsssingit very long, very farHe worked that
coal mine They finally closed most all the coal mines dowheyo rakdown
underneattSpringfield, underneath your feet now.

When did they close the coal mine?

| dondt Kk now,;itjwassaatongvitesaftel 6 mingiatigink of
the name of the coal minkathe workeadat ItGs there in Springfield
somewhere.

Did he keep that job all the way through epression?

It was after thé®epression he quitecausehe went to work foHu mme r 6 s

Manufacturing Companyut thereon NineteenthLe t 6 sWas ie e
Nineteenth™No, it was way out underneath the subway on South Grand
Avenue there, on top of thdlithere. There was & u m m eMagufacturing

Company.They made incubators for chicken eggs and cream separators and

stuff like that.Things got a little bettehe got a better jgland we moved out
there on South Grand Avenue, in that area.

Wasthat while you were still at home?

Yes, sir.l was just a little kid then.

But you described yourself as the hungry fi\d ngr am | aughs)

bringing in a lot of money, huh?

No it ;itwawadn of alotaVhdnevdlided out theren thesouth, the
far end down there at Nineteenth
truck farms.It was rightoutthere over the railroad at Nineteenth and South
Grand They had little truck farms outthel@n d we 6 d eqml picku t
like radishesilt all depends on how big you wemehat you gotlf you was

like | was a kidmaybeseveneight years old, | couldo over there anpull
radishesld d k n osize o puiWe 6 d themall, putthemup, and all
the kids waild go out thersvith my dad all five us, and we would gather up
all these vegetable®¥/hen it come time to go home, we got pa&ie paid us

in vegetables, you knaw hatwent a bigong ways with five kids.

Was your father a World War | veteran?

No, unrhuh, no. He had four brother# couple of them was in World War 1.
And there was one that had got gassed he walked over thaity of

SO

and S

t her

Springfield alldaylongT hat 6 s al | hwalkedfrothpneendefr y day
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town to the otheBut he was gassed andéé think it was two of them got
gassegbut one waBubm,tmy tdhad WwWasindt in the s

It sounds like your family had been in Springfield for a while.
Yeah dl our lives Never leftthat town.

Whetre did they come from when they immigratddl® youknow how far
back that wasand what country they came from?

(laughs)l asked my dad that same questidre s ai d, A HedHe, I do
said, Al think down tThkatdokeowaNle nt ucky
my d a d,they were Idskand on myno t h eidedwas German.

What was your momdés mai den name?
Hazel Cecelia.

What was the last name?

Hazel CecelidVeber

Weber okay.

Yeah.lté out ofPeoria, lllinois.

Did she have a job during the time you were growing up?

She had five kids to take care(bbth laugh)That 6 s a pThetet y goo
was no money, you know.

My mom and my aunt used to make pies, these little pies abdig
as your handAnd we would puthemon a big cart and pughemall the way
down South Grand Avenueut there to thélummeis Manufacturing his
place thereand get there at break tim&%e 6 d sel | t hem pies fo
We had thatvholewooden cart, witlthe big old wheelson the sidesWe
didndét hawnd tmleethdnpekutthereThem guysat that
factoryreally cleaned them outhey really did at £n cents apiece.

My mom and aunt was working in a hot house and had attixe, a
big old cook stove likeThey had a littleoverand t hey éd make al l
in that little oven in that hot housgé.h a lho@ they did it.

And then you ended up being the salan hul?

Yeah me and my brother would push thattoant there to th&lummer
Manufacturing Company. donét know what its name

|l know t hat youd WHewntaoytyeas aldenidhd?2e r br ot he
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All five of us are about three years apart.
Each one of them is three years apart
About three years, yeah.

Were you the second born?

No, | was the fourthNo, | was the thirdLet 6 s s e e, (lauglspAhd f our t

my little brother Jack was five.

So you had a couple of girls snuck in théretween you ahyour older
brother?

Dorothy and Eileen, yealtwo sisters.

Was your family religious®id your folks get you to church?

No, they werenotl idmotnd tt HoaserbtovBtevrhy . mu c h .
Patrickds School schoolfThen whenrwe moveadhieentCat h ol

to a public schogland | got put back a half a yedhenl went back to the
Catholic school a year later and got put back another half aSeeawas
about a year behind everybody else in the schibptli d n 6 t veryngodde

sensetomd. coul dndét figure out why | was

moved from one end of town to the other.

| got up into the eighth gradend | was going to McClernand School
out there on Seventh Street, Seventh and Enos | think .itAndge Italian
boy was gethg a spanking from his teachand this other little Italian boy
went out there and took the roll of newspaper away from her and cracked her
across the butt a couple of times with that thiMg all thought that was
funny.The principal wal ked in anA said,
couple three of uput our handupHe s ai ,dyt AiIOu t Adee hal |
got allof usd it was | think, five or six | thinkd expelledbecause we
laughedbecausehe teacher got whipped.

Expelled permanently?

Yeah.l went to Peorial had an aunt and uncle in Peotisvent up therend
triedtogetincoul dndét dherm dherguykhatgonexpelled the

same time, they were the same wHyey could actually did not get lack in
schoolWe di dn 6t ,bdtove al goy kicked audf the eighth gradd.

n Vv

. 0

think in about t wohaeebeenoterteleanphdgHigle mont h

School] but they
So you never made it to high school then?

No, | never madé to high school.
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Before all that, did you consider yourself to be a decent student?

Well, with moving back and forth and gatg put back, | got t@ point where
Il just diddots adidyv e fiaVhdd iugytdoogdt abatate s i t ¢
I f | didndét want tNobodyearegsod sc hool |, I di

Are you tellng me that you played hooky once in a while?

Yeah,wellldid.] dondot k n oinghaoKyout thereBuavghengd | a y

was outsidew h e n | in 8d#oal,n\das malngmoney | waldndt és
newspapers for thRegister | had aJournalmorningroute! | worked at a

skaing rink down thereSilvereafSkating Rink on Ninth Street theré forget

what the other street waRightnowi t 6 s a bl Pako dduacverr 6fsr om
Dairy.

Springfieldd s changed ¢el980s, yoaknbw.t si nce
Yeah Well, this all took place i@ | guess itis in the thirties, yeah.
Tell me a little bit more about the neighborhood you grew up in.

We was avays in good neighborhoods dondét k mgotthemhow t hey
housedo live in, but they hado havea house big enough for five kidstook

a pretty good sizhouse We lived way down at Nineteenth and Cedainink

it was Cedar Streetout there on th south side.

Was Springfield pretty segregated/ere there any Africa#hmericans in
your neighborhood?

Well, they were all overyeah.In fact, we had another family bfacks, the

Hogans, that lived out ther€hey still live in that sambouseright down

next to usout there at Nineteenth and South Gramldere | was bornThey

had five or six kidsHell, we ate oveat their houséWe went in thereand if

there was anything to eatith the kidsh ey 6 d say, @ Camdne on si
eatwthus0They 6d f eed us ManandtDadkwould house, t
away® Wheamne of them come over, one of t
and eatWe an@ gotverymuchb ut y ou ¢ a We gobalorg petty me . 0
good.l t wasndét Thaywereonithte dows sida them,.you know.

Were they ging to different schools?

! Thestate JournaRegisteiis the only local daily newspaper for Springfield, Illinois and itsaumding area.

Founded

in 1831, it claims to be StiteloenawdsleSpr negiSipealpd

morning paper, and tH#inois State Registewas the afternoon paper. They maintained separate editorial
stances. The two papemerged in 1974 aghe State JourndRegister
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_State JourRdgiste)
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Ingram No, we went to mixed schools.
DePue The schools you went to were integrated.
Ingram Yeah, the public schools were, yes, uh Hatlfact, we had a guy in thatOf

coursehe got kicked out of schadlthink he had a brain problem or
sometling. He was abousix-foot-tall in the eighth gradeand they just
scoochecim onthrough the school guesstheyd dhakea numbein there
They kicked him out the same dapndhe dich 6t dny. not h

DePue Did he even say that he thought it was funny?
Ingram No(laughs). He di dndét k noHwe tdnhied ndb tf fkeniregw cweh. a t
on guess t hey Thengvwe alse Had bne dapanesd ki there

toobut t h ey hiohbudlhwiag thekwo ttalian boys and myself and
thatblack boy therghe was mentally retarded.

DePue The AfricanrAmerican boywas?

Ingram: Yeah, unhuh.

DePue: What was the Japanese familyirdpin Springfield at the time?

Ingram |  hav e n deéa. Ypuriow, that was strangdfter | gotin prison camp
there I saidd |  jwansldred whain hell happened to that little Japanese

boy. They gave himo meto see that nobody picked on hibecausé guesd
was the biggest guy in the clabs6é m ajlittlesold thing but | took care of
him. They told me to take care of him and see that nobody pickedroarhi
nothing(laughs) A couple of years lateté rfighting against them.

DePue Yeah those are the ironies of lifaul?

Ingram: Yes, sit | tell you; ités strange.

DePue: You mentioned you had jslgrowing up. Tell me more about that.

Ingram: Oh, yeahl worked at the roller rinkthere inSpringfield.| made good money

| was skate bgyand | helped around the skag rink there so | could hag

around in there  We 6cdkanumatnight And t hgodovdtotheet us
Pr od u c e davs thdieaandrhgvesada popThe boss usuallgought

that for ug bossby the name of KingD. D. King was one of the boysame

age as | was.
DePue: Cage ya said?
Ingram: The same ag®ne of the boys, the King family.
DePue: Oh, King
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Ingram: Theywasthe ones that owned the roller ritke 6 d = tp @ekin qr
somewhere like thaput a tent up and stay up there all summer on Arat.
then | carried newgpers old magazinesanything | could déo make a few

bucks.
DePue: You mentioned there were two newspapers in town at the time, right?
Ingram: Yeah, theRegisterand theJournal.
DePue: Was the on@ morningpaperand the other afternoon?
Ingram: Yeah uh huh.TheJournalwas the morning paper and tRegisteiwas

usually the evening papdf nrying to thinkwhatstreet that was ot was
practically downtown.

DePue: Did you deliver for both newspapers?

Ingram: Yes, sir, | didOne time | was worikg for boththem carried the morning
one | had a route to carry in the mornjrand then in the afternodrhad the
afternoon route.

DePue: Pretty much the same neighborhood for each one?

Ingram: No, there was two different neighborhopldst nobody knewtte difference.
You only see your customer on paydayen they had to pay tinehing,
when you went to collect for the paper for the week.

DePue: | see also that you had some experience with the YMCA, right?

Ingram: Oh,yeahBoy, t hat 6s wRDagymseacheovbramy | i f
McClernandhere he asked me one day, he said,
Bily2o | saHd, saNd, 0 Why s d ndtd platgharouritl 0
hereto gswimming. e sai d, Al wor koHel osvami &t filhfe
you want to comelown, I 61 1 t each |Iweatdowhthesel gpto s wi m
pretty good at itand | helped him around down there, cleaningandone
thing or another got free swimnng lessonsandl needed them on the night
we got sunk, too.

A

DePue: We lbgettothafthat 6 s a fasdmnauregostonpy. your
memoriesDid you get to be pretty good mller skaing too?

Ingram: Oh, yeahThat waghething. When | come back from the war, | was on the
roller rink down therel see this cutéttle chicken | thought, By, shé a
sweetiepie, had one othemlittle foo-foo dresses on and all ththere
(DePudaughs)li t t | e bBoyysheswassaeesas anythihgot to go
with her.She was seventeen and | was tweorg thenAnd we gt married
We wentoff to St. Louis and got marrietier mother and father raised hell
aboutitbut t here wasnot . .Wenvgre direadygnartied.ey c ou
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DePue: What 6s her name?

Ingram: Beverly Ritchie We got along pretty good there fobguessthe first twq
couple years that weasmarried.And then she found all them sailors out
thereat Norfolk She figured she had to take care of alth@m So, when the
ship was gone, s Imighbatthebodlerrmkit partyi ng a

We hada girl wholived in the same house we did in Norfdiiere,
watchedthe baby forhed. don &t h o.8hegdaveed moaeimbney e r
than | did.I made allotment out to heBhe was gettg all the moneyl 6 d
come home sometimegands he 6 d .bDleb godoyne&d ek reow hwelos at

DePue: Let 6s get back to your yenanmedtodslayolk i n S
who you would consider had the biggest influence on youiggpup.

Ingram: Oh, | d d neger thdkghtanwch about thélYe justwent down to the
roller rink down thereand hung out down therenever hung out with them
guys over at the newspapéillthemguys They werbguwsnoki ngé
you know They all smokd and all that stuffThey were roughnecks, tob.
was too little to be a roughneflrughs).

DePue: It sounds like your dad was wanky most of the timeDid he have an
influence on your lifegromng up?

Ingram: Well, coal miners watheinfluence.lt was ahell of a job that he hadBut
then he worked at that Hummer Manufacturing CompAmyg then after &
during the war or someiig, he went out t@a bigger companyon Nineteenth
and Converse Avenue.

DePue: What was the name of the company?

Ingram: They make temelectric meters.

DePue: Oh, the meter companjSangamo Electric]

Ingram: ltusedto béherel dondt kn o wighvdoarton Converses n o w

Avenue, Eighth and Converse | think it was.

DePue: Which one of your parents would you say you take after?

Ingram: Probably my dad (laughsjle was a little guybut hewould kick the Fell out
of me whenever | did sometiyg wrong (DePugaughg. He let me know
whod boss.

DePue: | know that before the war starteglour olderbrother joined the Navy.

Ingram: Yeah.
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Why did he do th&Do you remember?

Wel | | |  dhownHethada goad edugatidde went through
Lanphier.l guess he got out of schooljt of high schoolHe was dong pretty

good He went to work for Frye Printing Compardo you know wher e

at?
The Frye Printing Company®ow Frye-Williamson Press]

Uh huh itGs over there on one diemside streets in the downtown area
[Adams Street]l think itGs still thereHe , | d oweddne pketiyagyeogd
but when my brother got old enoudte was like all the rest of the guyihey
got aut of high schogldi d n 6 t mm@gtefellown Theyhust got little &d

jobs like workingat t he Pr odu c eingéke thdd déngragoda r
jerk or working in a hamburger jointAfter you got a high school

educatioe Back in them days, if yobad a high school educatiorésifike
having a college education nowhere was @&hat much difference in the
schoolsBut he worked for that printing company down there for a long time
and then hé One dayhecome home and went into the Navy in 1939.

| 6m wondering i f vy o ugatentiomowhatrwadgoiogt
on in the world, especially with the Germans and the Nazisngpim power
and more and more talk about wditfe war in Europe started in 192d the
Japanese were mak rumblings too, at the same tim&ere you guys payg
any attention to any of that?

| thought the United States would go over there andtkiekndown, right in

t h eviéh no strainBut | guess my brother, he got in thesiad he went right
up. He hal two or three yearandhe was a signalman and, you know, raised
the flags and all that stuff on the bridge stifé was gong right along.He

wasa secondclasspetty officer. When the war broke out, he was on theS
Houston

| 0guing toget D that in a little bitbut it sounds like you respected your
brother and you thought thajoing into the Navyvould be a good option for
you aswell.

Wel | , t hnethirgelsetoslol 6tdi dndt graduat,e
let alone high sabol. | had about a month before we would have graduhted
would have went to Lanphier High Scholbll got over to the high school, |
think 16d have do6eating&ickedout of scadolt e r

c o u | d batkinto gcbdol nowhere.

What was your wpeatha mppenedtoywEct i on

som

her

from

t han

Well, what couldtheydo? The school board sgid 1d 6 s. Tlhhatt 6 hati t .

was the end of.ilNobodyé | think it was fve or six of us got kicked opéll
at the same timand none othem guys went back to school.

W



William Ingram Interview # VR2A-L-2014018

DePue: In other wordsthey weregoing tomake an example of you gyysuh?

Ingram: They did yeah.It wasfunny because the teacher was wingghis Italian
boy, and his cousin was in the room there withiis was in theighth grade
He went out there and took thalé She had a roll of papers with some
rubber bands around them, the newspapeait was her weapoShe carried
it around like a crutch, you knowBut whenshe beat this little boy, the little
guy, onthebuttwithin. I t d i dlmgd whippedwithityou coul dnot
even feel itAnd he was screamg bloody murderHis cousintook that roll of
paper away from that teacher and popped her across the butt a couple of times.
(DePue laughsyhe principalcomein and saidiwh o t hi nks ot hat 6s
Three or four of usvaslaughng. iiOut in the hallOut in the hallYou tog
get out in the hald

DePue: | think you mentioned already that you ended uimgap to, was it Peoria?

Ingram: Yeah.It went to Peoria wit my aunt and uncle up theféhey hadive kids
too, the same age as suMy mom had akids he 6 d h.Myrmeomhad k i d
a kidé There wadive Gardners.But | went to school with them guys up
there, | guess, for a couplembnths.l guess my records geent to Peoria

where they justome inancgaid,ildr e, youdre out .

DePue: Youdid sneak ira couple more months of schpbuh?

Ingram: Yeahuhhuhbut it wasndét enough.

DePue: That 6 s Didoyou wbrkwhen you were up in Peoria?

Ingram: No. | just wasgoing to school with the rest dhem

DePue: How old were you at that time?

Ingram: Oh, | probablywasfourteen, fifteenfourteen, thirteen, somewhere around
there.

DePue: What did you do for the next couple of years?

Ingram: Well, I got with thisroller rink. | stayed with thatand we went to like
different citesImean | 6 d a lhense have agoockeefull of tipBom

putingonskatest 6d | ay it uMo no nwotuhlldthdttgepbtl ée a n d
askMom, ii Guld | have a nicket?(laughg | gave her all the money |

brought home frontherink and then asddher for a nickel back. Oh, bpthat

was the days, you know.

DePue: Were you just biohg your time so you could join the Navy like your brother?

10
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| had no idea about gy in the Navyuntil he come on leavatone timel got
a picture here of me and hime with his sailor hat grand he got his whites
on,and | had one of hishatsdn. t hi nk t hat s what did i

Do you remember anything specific about his leaWfat caused yoto start
thinking about it seriously?

No, | justé | went down to the recruiting statioit.was in th& Where the

hell was that at® must have been iacourthousedowntown there

somewherel forget where itwas atow.| 6 d hang @&ihothatguy down
and that chiefsaidi W1 | , it waowéd!l Ibegodiwasngxteen i n.
then.

What was the legal adger enlisting?

SeventeerBut see, | left hom& They took and sent me up to Great Lakes
[Great Lakes Naval Training Stati, Lake County, lllinoiswhen | was
sixteen.When they got this new compartigeywerehiring guys When they

got them all gathered in and had enougthefn they swordhemin. Th at 6 s

why, when | was sworn il was seventeen.

That 6 s whnaeplacgthatrya avere sworn in on your birthdd)e

very same day you were sworn yiou turned seventeen.

Yeah, it wasThe same day whdrnwas in that companyhen theyswore all
thempeopl e i n, Itdrnediseventeen them o w

Did you have to have your parentoés sig

Yes, sit uh huh.My dad signedHe saidfiie whol e woOHelsaldos a't
that i ¥u a i @adng tobe able to do any gopdd h e osuadir dgoingfuYs t

to go andget yourself in trould over ther@ | said,i W& | | , Il 6m in trolt
(laughg; what the hell difference does it make?

June of 194lth at 6 s when you w\wostbfdheWwosldvaess si gned
at war, but the United Statesas n 6 t Theyewvérecertainly plenty of peple
who thought we6éd be there eventually.

Yeah, t hBatw&s di dglot t hi nk &heptgbtiomg abol
that big old ship, | saidi W& can take the Jap3dVe thought we could take the
Japs in just notihg flat.

He r e 6 stioral6 g @ e gsk éverybodyDid you have a girlfriend at the
time?

Down at the skating rink there | had a coupl¢haim a few, off and oplittle
teenage girlss all.

11
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Nothing serious then?
Nothing serious, no.

Your momand dad already havesaninthe Navya nd wedr e not a
June offorty-one Now you join the NavyWere they proud of ygwr were
theyworried about you or both?

| guess they worried aboutBut t hey didndot do the b
brother was on that shipputintobeonjtand he di dndé.t know
When | got on board thidouston it wasin July, August, nine montha the

Navy. | guess | was born into that.db v e g o tThaabogki guetyour e .

did it have a picture ahe in 1941?

Yeahl 6ve got a picture of you at the
dondét know, a | ot of years | ater.

Nine yearsyeah.l was nine yearin the
Navy there No, nine months in the Navy
and | took thatl met a guy in Calflornia
there and he took that picture there.

This is the one wh
November 4, 1941.

That ds right.

Looking pretty proud in your Navy dress
uniform. Was that what you were weéag?

Yeah that was my Navyniform.| was a
seamargpprentice.

Well, letos go bac ki

T h at Oosvestrdnlein thNa\/y_ A proud seaman, Bill Ingram ha_s his picture
taken on Nob Hill, in San Francisco on

R November 4th, 1941.
Well,| et 6s go bactu a few mont hs.

join in June What happened theWvhere
did you go to your basic training?

At Great Lakesl was up there for | think fiver four or five months or
sometling like that in trainingl got in the drum and bugle corpscausén
school | was takg trumpet lessondVhen | got out of schopl just forgot
about the trumpetind | got into drum and bugycorps up at Great Lakes.
w a s oubthatthereon thatgrinder, carrying that big old ningpound rifle,

12
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that old Springfield rifl& They had them in traing out thereand boy, that
damnthing got heavy after a whil€DePudaughg

DePue: | wondeedhow big you were at thaitme.

Ingram: | just got out of the heighHell, | a i medytbig now (laughs) was just
underthe weight measurements t@so with the heightThe guy said,
fiWe dgoiegtos n e a k  Yhewdid. gues®they had a haiithe geting
people togo inthe Navy then.

DePue: That was the time of thedrakut | dondét know how much
drafting.

Ingram: No, that was after the draft.

DePue: YeahDo you know how tall you were then?

Ingram: It was before the draft becaudeywastaking all volunteers then.

DePue: | know the United States just started the draftin 1840t | dondét know
was just for the Army or what the deal was.

Ingram: | dondt bel i ev becaudeheyweere hanmgtouble oen Na v y
there getingenough guystogoifhat 6 s why he snuck me i
ATheyol !l take you. oo

DePue: How tall were you then?

Ingram: Hel | |, I . bwasfidetone orrsameing like that(laughs. | was the
shortest guy in the boot carrigknow that.

DePue: Does the shortest guy in boot camp get a lot of grief from the other recruits?

Ingram: Yeah some ofthemcalled me ShortyEverybody called met®rty. When |

goton board thélouston t hey di dndt acWhemllgdty pai d
on theHouston we stayed in general quarters almost the whole time | was on

there.l was only on there for about three or four monte stayed at our

battle stationsl had a little bitty hole in the turret, just big enough for me to
getinthereTh at 6 s h o w upinthgeaurretitsblfe | o b

DePue: Wow. So, wherever you were g, you were the youngest guy and the
smallest guyhuh?

2 The grinder is theoncreteasphalt area at basic training, where the students do their calisthenics workouts.
(https:/lwww. military.com/militaryfitness/navyspecialoperations/nawgsealgrinderpt)
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Ingram: Yep, everywhere | wentEven today, they call mfhe little saillob when | go

to the reunion(DePudaughg The little sailor(laughg, the babyl 6 m ni net vy
yearsoldl 6 m st i(laughg.a baby

DePue: Back when you got to Great Lakes and going thréudbo they call it boot
camp for the Navy?

Ingram: Yeah.Therewasquite a few guys in there, but almost my same age and same
size.There was a lot dfttle guys, too.

DePue: Do you have any memories, any stories that you remember from basic
training?
Ingram: No, | Idyat im, and they asked anybody if they played any musical
instrumentsl s ai d, Al was i psintSpriagfiedronem and bt

t i mEhat was at that SangarBailding, out there too, on Ninth Street or
Eighth StreetSangamo Electri¢hat was that pla¢gou ever heard of it?

DePue: Oh, yeah.

Ingram: They made this bombsight out therepart of it3

DePue: That was back in the days when there was quite a bit of industry in
Springfield

Ingram: Yep.

DePue: Do you rememberrgy of your drill instructors?

Ingram: No,uhhuhHel I , |1 candét even remember who |
(laughs)N o , |, nothiopgnWhen you get in the Navy like that, you scatter

just all over the United States and everywhere.

DePue: Yeah.Well, it sounds like you were there for a few months at Jéasger
than your basic trainindid you get some kind of individual or acwaed
training some kind okpecialty training while you were at Great Lakes?

Ingram: No. When | got out of boot camptold them! want to go aboard the
Houston and | was one of the first guys that got shipped laguiess they
needed people out therethe PacificOn the way out there, | wagne |
dondt b ewasaaygays Wwhio was en thi¢oustonthat went to boot
camp with me, if | can remembaeirthink | was the only one.

DePue: That would have beemhat, March of 19427

3A bombsights amechanical or electronic device used by military airaraéid by military aircraft to drop bombs
accurately. (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bombsight)
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It was nine nonths later, whenever that w&eah.March offorty-two;th at 6 s
when we got sunk.

So I 6m way ahead of schedul e.

It was, yeah, March dbrty-two, we got sunkWe hadhadfour or five battles
and a couple of air raidand we got hit by a b on the back endack
there

| want to ask a couple more questions before we got.tiereleft basic
training then about what, September or Octobdod§-one? Do you know
when you actually got to tH8SS Houston

No (laughs) It wasin Marchbecausé was only on theréhree months.
Right around December

Yeah somethinglike that, yeah.

Where were you on December 7?

We were on th&JSS Chaumat.| t 6 s a port. Weowere tive days ®ut
of Pearl Harbowhen they bombed it.

Do you remember how to spell the name of thathipoking it up,| found a
couple of different spellings.

TheChaumon®No sir, | donodot.
Chaumont
Chaumont Ités a troop transport.

We 6 | | tave @n fimdiyau had left San Francisco heading towards Pearl
Harbor when the attack happened?

Run that by again.
Where exactly was théhaumonivhen you heard about the attack?

Oh, we just left Pearl Harbowe was, | think, fivedays out at five miles an
hourbecauseve had a bunch of little transceivers, little cargo shipsvilast
going to the PhilippinesThey made a little group up theend they all took
off at onceWe were five days out of Pearl Harbor when they bombed it.

In other words, you were on your way to the Pacific wlets that where the
Houstonwas thenbased in the Philippines?
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Yeah, fie was the Sixth Fledt.was home ported in the Philippines, the
Houstonwas.

As bestasyoucan,Bill 1 6d | i ke to have you descr
Harborand what was going on and what wagigahrough your mind.

Well, likelsay | di dnét know ,evanButwewereorwas al |
the Chaumonivhen ve left there, and wescortedsome other shiphere

Therewasrot no f i ght i ngasasatransgosWemusthadhad s, t hi
1,000guys on thereSome of them guygotsent to théHoustontogl don 6t
remember how manyVe were at seaandthey diverted going to the

Philippines. We went down towards Australia and Jaliaere was talk about

war and one dagnattack orthe Philippines | mean Hawaiiand all thatBut

whocares? di dndét know whese Hawdi dnwas mak
difference to melt was just another aty.

It didndét really mlaket lmathi wmg?tmpyaacu 6 men 9

On robody.It seemed like thepust went on about their businesgot a job in

t he cr owo6 €hamosfdar watching fohagplanesS.hem guys up

therg theyallgotsickThat crowbés nest up there | u:
Do you know wher ashi@g? cr owds nest i s on

It s a | ot higher off the water than t|

Yeah(laughs) | got sent up thereand the firsthing | had to do waclean all

the puke out of therdll the guys were pukingup thelet di dnét bot he
got that thing all cleaned uphenl asked the guyg,say,i Can | st ay up
h e r @af, you can stay up thedeiell, you have fresh giand down on

that ship guygwere] all heawng and pulkng all over the placdt was horrible

that thing.They must have hati000guys on thereAbout half ofthemgot

sea sick.

TheHoustonis based in the Philippineand youwereheadng towards the
Philippines

Yeah.

The Japanese attacked the Philippines about the same time as they attacked
Pearl HarborWhere did you actually get onto thiSS Houstoh

Oh, hel | , B May, duoendaly, Auguspoobably August, someig
like that.

No, wherewas it?Was it in the Philippines or someplace else?

No, theHouston they packed up and sent afl the admiralé Theywent to
Corregidor.My brother was in th8ag He was asecondclasssailor. He got
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transferred to CorregidoFive dgs later we got t@ got hit byaé attacked
on theHoustonat this time We got a bomb that went down that turret, that
tripod on the back end therkilled forty-three guys in the repair partyleft
after | got off We got off theHoustonat sea.

DePue You got onto théHoustonwhile you were at sea?

Ingram: No, theChaumonwe got off theChaumontThey bok a whole bunch of us
over in a motor launch and put us on iH@uston

DePue: So you guys are out in the middle of the ocean?

Ingram: Transferredyeah.They brought the ship up tmmplementThe guys, they
were just assigned to the Sixth Fleet out theteateverThey just puthem
on theHouston bring the Houstonup to1,100guys.

DePue: Was that before or after this incident you talked abehere a bomb went
down the turret?

Ingram: No, they had a tripod on it, a great big one, to hold up the radaé stoff
radar, but all kind of radio signals, antennas and stufthiggeup on the
tripod. It was real high in the girt was three or fourtsries up theréWhen
the bomb went dowh A whole row of bombsvent downalongside the ship
The skipper, he seen the bombs coming dd¥enchanged course real fast
and they all went dowrall but the last ondt goesfi b o cdong zig-zagging
all over. It hit that tripod and went down below the armor piercing deck and
went off on the next deck down there and killed fahgee guys in the shim
turret threeAll the guys that was in turret three got kill§tle had some
repair party back there to@/e buied forty some guys in Java a couple to
three days lateiThey hadhemall laying on the back, back there.

DePue: So that was after you had gotten to tH&S Houston

Ingram: Yes, sir.My boss up there, th@st-classboatswainhesaid i @ back therg
backatturret threghere,to see if they need help to get them guys out of
thereo | went back thereVly battle station was inside that tetyin a little

powder box.

DePue: You were in turret number one?

Ingram: Turret one, yeabAnyway, | went backitereand a guy sai d, A Wh
your battll e adtdat ifidprtierdnthe poeder boxiTleey
called it the powder boxt was up on the main deck thekke s ai d, nGo a
see how them guys airethere bwentin there,antl s a i ,dhisguyde y
st i | | Heavasistanglg up there holding onto that rail, that littieay

where the powder went oHe [the boatswaing a i Wel, gefiiin and help
him out. o
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Ingram:

DePue:
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| got in thereandl crawled in that holdt was a little bitty holeit was
about sixteen inches square, amdblild make thaih nothng flat. | crawled in
therel got ahold of thi s;lgeutyd SBadgtidhescai d, 0
meatpeeled off his armThey said b was just cookedlaughs)l got out of
that damn turret was forty shades of chicken shit or somethingas scared
todeathi went over and told that guy ther
thatguyint her e, .Oheldss adieda,d iHeds saoaked It ¢ uc
triedgrabbng him by the armanda | | t he meat Ic osmeei d,f filhd
goingup front | a i newdrconmgb ac k h e laugha)gai n. o

| went back up therd told thatboatswanG matethat was in charge
sadiDondt ever send mMmevergpoiagtdgo hadker e agai r
thetredonét know how they got f{THatem guys
little holewe was inup therethe onen the turret where | was at, it was just
about sixeeninchessquareThat guy, he was stiff, just holding onto that rail,
thattraytheeel di dndét g olsthyadcup froatfoftthere. t hat .

That was your baptism of fire, huh?

Yes, sir.That was a bad onehad many nights of bad sleep over that dne.
was seventeen years old.

| understand also that théoustan docked in Australia for a while, maybe
right around the Christmas timeframé@2re you on board by that time?

Yeah.l fell in love there, todbothlaugh. | went overonthe beactover there

and got to the roller rinkn fact, | got a letter hetthatthe little girl wrote my
mother It said | was over theyandwe went roller skamg, and | taught her

how to do some new stefut the little girl never put nothg else on therd

think that she sent that letter to my mother after we were, bechusét
didndét havd manddt ¢ i stebméith.e envel ope

Yeah, we was thefasta shorttimeWe coul dnd Wewas very
in and out of Australia two or three different tim&key got awenty-four-
foot tide in AustraliaWhen lwent ashore on a shipere the water line was
all the way up to the dockVhen you come back that night, it was jgsting
dusk andthe ship was goné. wa s s Thayosddllyget you on this
Theydd say, fAWhatever yaoafordignpdtoy, dono
Theyoll cut your lorazystuf likettiafl ot 6asnoia anl ol ki
yo u ¢ a n 0 ltwasdtandinghesetcryng like hell because my ship had
left me in PorDarwin.Some guy i t  w gpetty dfficedes ai d, AWhat 6s
thema t er wiltlsayady? G TWeds ki mdosHegaldn s hi p. O
ANo, there it 1is, d o.wAll yau boelld seevasa t he en
little antennas stidkg up there.

Twenty-four-foot tide in Port Darwin, Australjahe ship was all the
way down and all you could see was little bitty antennas on the end of the
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dock down thereBut you could see none of the shihe next morning it was
back up again.was scared to deafthat] I missed ship.

DePue: It had to be a little relief when yaaalized the ship was still there.
Ingram: Yeah the guy was laughg at me becausiewas cryng (bothlaugh. That
would scare the hell out of anybodyhat scarey ou t oo, t et youdo

ship in a foreign port.

DePue: Bill, you must have thought
when you signed up and you
wanted to get to theSS
Houston this was a prestigious
ship to be seimg on. Is that

right?

Ingram: Oh, yeahyeah.Boy, it was a
big one too.

DePue: 16 d Yyou tk gpend some time

describing the USSlouston

andthenwhat you vere doing  uss Houston, off San Diego, California, in October
on that Shlp 1935. The shin was commissioned in June 1930.

Ingram: | dondt know tnglike thatofor thad ghipittsdeen soroe h
forty, fifty, sixty years nowlt was a heavy cruisewe had niné-inch guns
on thereand the turret three was knocked .othat left us with sixbut we
had no ammunition.

DePue: Was turret three the one in the aft and the other six guns wéere in

Ingram: Yes, sir un-huh.Turret one was right up on the front, right on the deck, like
And then right behind,ithey had turret two up ther was & built up; it had
all your magazinethere You had to have magaziné&u comedown, itGs
just a big room down ther&.ou go down that laddért h athe @us/s that
work down there, them holes down thdreias in the turretAnyway, when
you get down, th guys sayfi A present and accounted fod g uup &t the
top of the deckover thereHe holleredout, i Eerybody down thefzAll
present and accountedfoHe 6 d dr op t hat hatch down a
hammer and beat them ddgsWe called them dys the handlesThey
doggedthem handles dowrT.he only way you could get out was the guys up
there had to let you out was scary as hell.

DePue: Why did they do that?

Ingram: WaterproofIf you had a firelike on turret thregwhere that thing It hit so
fast the bomb hitTh er e wa s n &t ieg;ithustit The heatfromr not |
the bomb just cooked everybody that was around thidey had another big
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hole up in the ceiling up there, all them magazinégy calledhem
magazineswhere they sired all the ammo and big bags of ammunitaght
inches long | mean eight inches in diameter al®uté abouttwo-foot-long,
maybe two and a half foot longou got two of thosgvould fire one gun.
That 6 s h o wthgmoMhenlyau gad down in one ttiem holes and
when they had a fire, they immediately openp the valves up there and

flood that thing in a couple of seconds with seawateyr it woul dndét c
fire.

DePue: In the event that there was a fffrealr e, t h
quick?

Ingram: Yeah.Well, insomeof themitdid.Intur r et t hTéeyi didndnhodha

much of a firelt was down underneath the deck down théhey flooded
that deck and got all that ammunition stuff put out.

DePue: | 6 m an ollley guy mysdlf Haviagrworked with powdet,know that
is incredibly hot when it burn$o,l can understand why they want to get
water on it as soon as they can.

Ingram: Them holes up there, theyerealmost big as a fivgallon drumth at 6 s how
big them holeswere e c a u s e [ thely Bobdeédsthe mhgazings with
didndét t ake Tweryy dd aormpre nl d rhge.m,andthatn gs al |

water, within a couple of minutethat whole bigroo | i ke | 6 m si t t i n
in my kitchen, and the wholedoroom would be flooded in a coupdé
seconds.

DePue: You said you were a powder man on one of the guns?

Ingram: Yeah.l was in the powder box of turret on&hat | did they had a little

elevator that brought the ammunition up, the powidés in a bagité all in a
real cloth bagY ou come up and drop by that haleencome outand the guy
say® there was two hatches in thérée saidfi Wen that hatch open over
there, you shoot one bag way out to ¢eater and when this area opensaip,
he saidfiyou put two ofthemin there becausét goes to that gun on that
side, on the starboard sidetakes two big bags of powder to push @aich
projectile through that barréeThey come up pretty fast too.

DePue: | 6 m irg atthé& picture of th&)SS Houton, the six guns in frontThereare
three guns in each one of the turrets

Ingram: Yeah, vwe had ning-inch. They could firethemall together at one timer
they could firechemindividually. When wedéd have a torpedo
at us, vatdoeetwodeetetther one four foot and one six Teét.e y 6 d
put it right where that torpedo bomber wouldcoméen ey 6d f i re t hat
inch. It would splash water umand thep &nock downa couple of planes like
that. That ammunition that we shot and bine of them Jap ships with was so
damned ol d teveagbofft hey di dnot
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The ammunition that you guys were camgy

Yeah becausét had been on that ship since 1936 or soigtlike that
when the ship was first made.

| 6 m ngéhat dwas commissioned in 1930.
Yeah, that was its commission.

Was that considered to be a fairly modern ship or kind of outdated by the time
you got there?

Wel |l , that és a -dixrodantygonerReosevealtlisetbgee t hi rty
When hedd come out there t oHoustoredo Phi | i
go fishing. (DePue laughs)hat was his fising boat. That was a great thing

for the ship to have the president come gatiiglon it.

p

That says someiting about the pestige that the ship has.
Yeah.It had some big names on it.
| suspect that his quarters were better than your quarters on ship.

Oh, yeahWhen | first got on thélouston wewassleepng in hammocksl

had a bunk and alockdrdid n 6t know wh edherawagAndiher one
had$1001 6 d dm that #hree or four months | was on thdrecausehere

w a s n 0ihg torboytwiihout ageedunkstand.Have you ever heard of that?

No.

Thegeedunkstand?WVell, i t aditle stand over ther& ou got cigarettes and

candy and they had a sagop thingTh e y 6 dodaspepTlhey 6d gi ve Vo
soda popwith a plastic cup or some kind of a cup or sonmgtland then the

ice cream and piece of candy and cigarettdhat was althere was to spend

your money onWe | | , | dsodhat 8alved smenenldk @ monéyhink

cigarettes were five cents a pack or sonmegthke that back in them days.

| always had the impression that practically everybody was isignak that
time.

YeahWe | | , Ihaddsavd $1L@0tl made twentyone dollars a month

and | had savefl100that was in my lockeflaughg. We stayed in that

turret..When | was on it, the three months that | was on that ship, | lived in
thatdamnturretY oudd get t o go,bduotwnt haennd tthaekyed da
you what they call a horse cock sandwi¥lbu ever heard of that?

Can you describe what that is?
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Ingram: (laughg They called it horse cock.was big old long bologn@ nd t hey dd ¢
itrealthickl guess it | odekoesdmetimglikethabT heotrsse 6 s
what they called it, horse cock sandwasfDePuedaughg and cold coffee.

That 6s what you got on thegturret up t

DePue: Was that because you guwere in general quarters almost the whole time?

Ingram: | was, yeahWhen | got on there, Pearl Harbor had already been bqrabdd
all battle stations was always manned all the time onthienee y 6 d, r el ax i
and youob6d gethutqautobafn 6tt h g oY mamydvthlea vee t O
stay within two steps range or some crazy thing like that before you had to go
back into the turret again.

DePue: In other words, if somebody was to spot an enemy aircrafingpim they
didndét want t o detingreadyatofyethosebigguds t i me
that it?

Ingram: That 6 Ner idg ldé The onlf time eever saw them fire them guns at

airplanesthe big ones, themightinch, is when the torpedo bombers was

after usAnd it worked sometimesometimedst  d i THeb-te¢h 38s and

the50-calibers and thé&.1swould do all the fighihg with the airplanesBut

we never got to get away from that turret the whole time | was on theas.

on there about two or three montBemebody told mé wasfifty -sone days
thatIwasonthere. dondt know howlthegshdguwvedy

long.
DePue: Did you |ike the job youdd drawn?
Ingram: Oh, | got put on thé&ensacolaff the shell bomb You know thePensacola

was a light cruisedn only had 5-inch gurs. They put mevay down in turret
four, way down in a room down thefehe screws for the ship run through
there and all these hatches was@tsed down when you come dowrere

When | got aboard thidouston | t ol d t he division
Hanl on, whatever you ddhemhdlesmgatt pgut me
saild,doin 6t Rubmetrnywhere lgutodown in one of them holes
a g a When bgot on board thdouston t hat 6s how | got th
monkey.They called us powder onkeys.

DePue: You mentioned th€ensacolaWas that before you got to thioustor?

Ingram: Yeah.We got talen off. Right after they bombed Pearl Harbor, we stopped
out there at seand all of assuddenthe Pensacolacome over therelhey bok
a whole buch of us off theChaumontind put us on thBensacolaWhen we
got into Australia the first time, they took us all baplt us all back on the
ChaumontThen they took us all off aggia whole bunch of ysnd put us on
thePensacoldo bring it up to qota, battle quotaVhen we got back there the
next time we went back to Australia with tH&ensacolal got off the
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Pensacolaboarded th&€€haumontand then back onto th¢oustonagain.It
was to bring up thelouston andthe Pensacolacame backo theStates. That
was the only good thing aboutBut | hated that battle station | had down
there.

In thePensacolathat is

Yeah back in turret fourlt was down there whetbemscrewswasturning
andtheracketyou coul dnoétthinkear yourself

(laughs)l dondt bl,anditesougnds like prektyecramped quarters
where you weras well

Yeah, when you got in one of them powder boxes down there, there was just
enough guys to move arourithey only had three or four gsiypn one side

and three or four guys on the other sitieey usually had it doubled up

b e ¢ a u s deedthk gugstfd of both sides of the ship.

Sowhatdidyouguysdd? mean, hour aihgdewnnthdhr@® ur , vy o
waiting, in very cramped wartersHow did you guys pass your time when
you were dog that?

Just bullshiting with each otherThe old guys would be tétig salty stories
and all thatBut you was always ready to get into battle, you know.

Could you play cards or gthing like that?

No,I d ild ndosmeimber what.l never did play no cargdso. There

wasnodt no Youhad® standup dost of the.tinhéke when |

was in the turret there, up on the front deck there, I could look into aofeorth

and see my division officertherdut t hat 6 se,va$justhiminc oul d s «
there.

Your worl dodés pretty smal/l in that resp

Yeah.Therewva s n 6t no glahneeys welraeynedd. pl ayi ng n
Everybody was on their toes.

| 6mingakhdo t hat t he shlO@pTdiswasabiggHipe ment W

Yeah 1,100guys we hadTh e r, ktliing, six of us, seven of usft, seven or
eightofusleftnowl 6 m st i I | t hdlaughaby of the gr ol

You mean of thd,,100that were on the ship at the beginning of iz,
youbre one of a handful of guys |l eft,

Yeah | was the youngest onkwas the youngest one on the ship.
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Do you know if at the beginning of the wawrere there any battleshipstime
Pacific where you were in the Sixth Fleet?

No, huhuh.
TheHoustonwas the biggest thing on the water?

Yeah that was the biggesthTat 6 s a-sized ship though bcaiinyg
1,000guys. A battl eshi p c aboutli5@0d1,600ithindondét kno
Theygot them big guns.

Well, no wonder théloustong ot sent Lhul?har més way

Yeah.We wasout there by ourselves, realiie had an Australian cruiser

with us at firstlt was a light cruisei think the big@st gun they had on there

was a3-inch 50 or someting. It was a waste of time and monaydguys to

build a ship like that for a warshiphe Dutch was in charge 0§ too,

becausehe Dutcle When you go in a foreign port in tiNavy, whoever the

senoro mmander i s, the senior officer in
guy that oés i n Welwasurgler Duich comrhaad abdutlhafe t .

the time.

That 6s whatabhowtt trkradbatetrlee t hat weobdr e
ABDA Naval Force, American, BritishDutch and Australiary ou said it was
usually Dutch commandensuh?

Yeah.The Australian ships, theree r enm Sizé to thenthey were little old

light ships.They thought thewerebig ships Theywas big ships for #&m

but put a battl eship al ong®Bhiedye ,wetrheenyddd
very big, the Aussie ship¥hem guys would come bg one of them Dutch
shipsTheyo6d all be sitting orf otolce sfl reqn ta nc
chairs underneatla canvas hytrinking beer? (DePudaughg. The Dutch

and everybody but the American Navyey have booze on board.

Yeah.Therds a | ong British tradition for t

Yeah, well, the British, they have tea tinyeu get a drinkThe Dutch lave
the same thingrhey drink onboard ship.

Were you guys envious of the Brits and the Dutectwere you proud to be
American sailors?

| was proud to be on that big ship instead of that little(@neghs) [I]
guarantee you thaktfigured we had a better shotthem

“The fote forwdrdpart of & ship below the deck, traditionally used as the crew's living quarters.
(https://www.dictionary.com/browseHo sle)
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From Australia where did you guys go?

We went to Port Darwirand that was & Brisbane Brisbane and Port
Darwin. Port Darwné where they have that twenfiye to twenty-six-foot
tide. That ship, thaHouston was a bigtall ship When that tide went out, all
you couldseewas just a bunch of antennasisitalongside the dock.

Do you remember shippg out from Australia and heawd into the war zone?

The whole Pacifizvas a war zonethendi dnét know who was wi
wh o wlhbesans@ was inside that turret, that little box thewath the gun.

My battle station was right out, was in the turretitsetfidy u di dndét get
see nothingAll you could heag@ When the bells anghglesstarted going,

t hat s when you Kk nowmgspmewmdmuaitogauBuh g t o s
then when we got in a big battleere we was all standing outside the tuyret

andwe had no ammunition.

Just a couple of questions before we get to ¥ai.went out to the Pacific
with the i dea i ngoingdojoin upmwithryaur btotheron you o6 r e
theUSS Houston

Yes, sir.
It sounds like you never even actually saw each other when you get out there.

No, huhuh. When the war loke out, the admiral took és The admiral, his
g a n g 6 sHooston Wherewe got to the Philippinéss wasnodétd on it
they went and took the admir&o his gang went to Corregidor.

So by the time youor gtoheadnghufermhthesmel i a and
towards the Java Sea, what were you guysiinggabout what was gog on in

the Philippines and Corregidofh er e wasnot aingoutgfood new
there.

No. We had the flag, tadut at first we knew a little bit about what was

going on. That little peon like me found out what wadrggpon. All that stuff

was kept up on the bridgévery once inawhild hey éd come out an
A W& got somenore dopeonthePhilippines or someting like that It was

never nothing excitingr heycapitulated after we was in prison camp, a month

after. They capitulated a month after tHeustongot sunk.

So,wenwasi t t hat you found oWasthatafteut your
the war?

No. It was when we went to the Philippinedagot up thereHe was withthe
[Houstod.] wasndt on it.

Well, | etds get to the
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My brother, he was up on tlsenglebridge They got transferred to

Corregidor Five days laterwhen we come to Australia, | got on tHeuston
thenSoldd nét get tqgamseéehenydibdmdtheeven kno
(laughs)

When he come home, he come hoaral hesaid,ii ¥u ought to be
damned gl ad you wasnOMoustayedinscho@lr e t o ge
said, AaWwWell, | 1was anrthéHbustentvieery it sunkbHes ¢ h o0 o |
di dnodt bHektood theze withehis mouth open and his eyes about that
bigaroundi You 6 ingme .hd ¢ &1 da i ditidm, |1 dAski d,
Mom and Dad @ ¥ah he was out theré.Then | startedalking about
different signainen | knewthathe knewHe sai d, AWell , you w
on thered | know it. | got home a monttefore he didl got captured a month
before he did.

| want to gessomethingstraight in my own mindY ou told me already @it
this one bombl guess it was from a Japanese aircraft that hit turret number
three Was thad

Yeah.That 6s when it come down that tripo
Was that just a day or so before your ship was sunk?

It was just the same timreoundthee ]l dondét knolwt whaeanndtt tw
much longer after | was on there | kndvguess | was only on there like fifty
days or somethg like that.

| know that just reading about thkSS Houstonthe Battle of Java Sea, which
issupposedlyonef t he bi ggest dhadssedethéiratt t | es t |
World War, you guys were in the midst of th&ihat was February 2and

this whole fleet of ABDA, Americans, Brits, Dutch and Austral@éans

The Japgotthemall.

€ Then it was justhe very
next day that you guys got
the worst of

Yeah it would have been
whenthat bombwent down
that tripod.

February 28, therTell me
about the rest of the story o
February 28when the
Houstonwas sunkGo into
some daails, as much as you
can on this.

The USS Houston at dawn in February 1942.
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The trouble isseel was inthatturrett di dndt @g@gThedny see no
time | got to knowthat there was any filsaswhen the bells and jingles

started ringhg in that turret Everybodywas husihg araund That bag of

powder started coimg up thatconveyor beltand wewasod | donét Kknow
the Java Sea Battle or which one it &dsit we was out of ammunitigand

any ammunition we was g was all dead ammunitidmecausets been

laying around so damlong.

Do you remember when that bomb went off in turret number ti€ee® you
feel that through the entire ship?

Oh, yeahyou could feel thatlt was a pretty good shdt.rocked the whole

shipbAnd thatodéds a | ong ways back there tc
Boy, | bet thatodéd get your eyes to ope
YeahAnd then it wasndét | ong after that

soafter that thereujst a couple of days before we got soaked t hA banégb

hit the front part of the ship up tlean the front | think it hit the side of a
turretbecauseny friend that livein Jacksonville here, Ray Goodson, he got
blowedout of the t ur r etHewasdtandgthdne étthe even |
turret, | guesd probably wawith the headtelephonedlkerfor the gunnery

officerd he got blown right off the ship, right out of the turm into the

water.

If you have no ammunition, or maybe your ammunition is all bad ammunition,
were you still in the turret in the midst of this battle?

Well, it was the safest place to be, redllg@a u s e when youdre up
t her e, t h aihgalsoler, feop hiténlg thesn bombgTheywas

hitting usand then torpedoésA n y wwahgn we got sunk, it was during the

night too.It was12:000r sanething like that The captain got killed.

Who was the captain?o you remember?

Rooks.

Albert Rooks?

Rooks.Yeah Rooks yeah.

Now, |l i magishe youdre just a

He gotkiledThey 6 d al r efamhydonpsipcsasdehdn he poe

killed. So one of the junior officers run up thefiéhey already had passed the
word to abandon shjand this junior officerhe wasgoing tobe Superman or
sometling. He wasgoing toget that shi@runnng again and make a run for

it. But they told everybody to go backyour general quarters statiohh at 0 s
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why we lost so damn many people on the shife guys all went back to their
battle stationsdown them holesThe ship just rolled ovebing! Got the
whole bunch othem

How did you get out?

When they passdibandon shipthe first time, we was right there in the

turret We had no more ammunitipgo we was just all staimdy by. We got

outside the turretvhen they passethbandon shipAnd t haRells when
Clammae [?], the boatswaimatethere, hegoesdown.Hs ai d, A Ever ybo
backtotheb at t | e Thanhetcanemakupe sai d, HAEverybc
abandomMestsiap.dg AAnAbddy epider @&¥Yeah, |
AWher e t he Iwasluhderaeth that yuroetit® keep frogetting hit

by shrapnel or somatiy, because t 0 s a fadh lMgh underneath that

turret, where you couldiay underneath therend he turret could turn and not

hit you. Sa, | got out of there

He sai d, We@gorgtoammandond shagofogo fil
get a | HeEespadkeffil éénnbaylethere gyl brought e . 0
me aliferingThen we went uWewasleaimdoeerdrettydo c 6 s | e
far, wayoverl dondt know éhlow winainiuchfatthlert h e r
after we got off there that it sunkhe firstclassb o0 a t s mate gotdhat life
ring for me, he wastandingup thereHe s ai d, i Hedciadmbdt sewm em
have his lifejacket laced uple was lacing up hisféjacket, you knowtying
it.

| got up on the front wentstraight out in front of the shig\nd Red
Clammertheb o a t s wmate, Imedvent out on the sj@dout ten foot behind
me And then the division officer was back there somewhéeel and Red
Clammerwas the threewet o v e r .1 rewer séea that divssibre
officer, but | did see Redso | went off and then Revag he waggetting in
the waterHe was walikng down the side of the ship, gety in the waterl
never heard from him after thatwas in that wateall night long by myselfin
the darksince3:00in the morning until it wa8:00 or 4:0Qhe next
afternoon.

How far did you swim oytefore you even bothered to look back to look at
the ship

| d o n &laughs)n must have been swiming 100miles an hourl was

swimming like hell to get away from that shijf/hen the ship goes down,
everything t hat @iulsitrightdowrlikethis.1 i dtosatks
know howtoexplainjto ut ever yt hi B ¢dtake anotérs out t h
launch dowrtoo.
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DePue: | 6m sur e Mromnutélkngto ahla af otlier of your buddies over the
years how it went downDid it list and then just roll oveor did it go down
bow first or split in half?

Ingram: It rolled over on its sidéNhenl turned andstopped out there and looked
back,at oncd could see two holes where the fire was sapout of the gie
from the torpedol must have went00miles morebecausé was gang about
100miles an houtlaughg, swimming. | turned around and éiked and there
was those two big old things was right on the watewu could see the water
and the steam cdnyg up, and thershe went downl. was way outa pretty
good piecdrom it.

That 6s thdtthat dJuy, myagym teachglaught me how to
swim, down at the KC HallThey had awimming pool down theréie
taught me how to swinT. h a t 6nst reallyroeme in handyl never did get a
chance to see that guy again and tell him what helDdilk McGinnis was his
name.He was the gym teacher for Mc@@nd SchoolHe donephysical ed
at two schools.

DePue: Whatwasgongon i n your mi ndngyotrshiplikethatér e wat
this ship that you were so proud to serve on

Ingram: The only thingthatwas on your mind then was to get away from the damn
thingbecaus¢y o u gomgetog et pul | ed bac Whehdhitn i f yc
that water, | starteswimming,100miles an hour | was gag. That current
was takng me alongbut | got out a pretty good ways away from it before |
turned around and lookedaig. The next time | turned around, it was gone.

DePue: You said you got a life ringVas there anybody else there in the water with
you?
Ingram: No, theb 0 a t s wmaie, thedfisstlassb o a t s matg he wesnt out to the
side.And Mr. Hamme]?] went ou to the sideThey went out to the side of
the shipand | went off of the bow, way up atthehbaowh er e it woul dn¢
somuch.l di dndt k n o butlaokthe day.When that shipe
rolls over, it just pmoltoflaunchesort hi ng t ha

whatever it goes down  pulledl down it just sinks.

DePue: Again, just reaphg about theJSS Houstonof the close td,100men on
board that ship, onl$68survived that.

Ingram: Yeah.

DePue: So there wrestill a lot of guys in thevater but nobody around you?

Ingram: No. I was in that water all night longntil the next afternogrbefore | seen
anybody. got to thinkihg fi Da mn , |l was the only guy
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shipwith 1,100guys on it0 It was3:00the next afternoon liere | seen
anybody and it was a damn Jap motor launch.

DePue: Were you happy to see even the Japanesegdmget you?

Ingram: Yeah,becausé wasgetting waterloggedhen | wasgettingtired.| coul dnodt
get inside that life ringl hadaholdof the ope on it was done tuckered out.
That water igustcold as hell and nothgtoeatl coul dnot bel i eve

Then youbd s e eingzomngtavard fioatingsitavaseat h
dead Jap or sometig or a big dead fish It scare the hell out of you
becauset washeadng right for you.But | kept hollemg, kept hollemg,
AAnybodyHoustdrif @l hightlong and | never got no answétwas
scary as hell out ther&eventeen years glgour ship justsunkand youdre b
yourself in the ocearit was kind of spooky.

DePue: How about sharksRid you see any sharks?

Ingram: No, thatds t he,ldutwnhen ygu gevitgmgynherdwith a s k s
all them bombsndtorpedas and guns and everythingigg off, the
concussioron the water dowrhere, the guns gog off at one another and big
explosions, all them sharks, they head out of thEnat killsthem
concussiorbombs torpedoesTherewash o sharkslownaround there.
Now, like the Indianapolisthem guys were in the water nine dasd you
hear about that one?

DePue: Oh, yeah.

Ingram: Yeah.It was the same ship as tHeuston

DePue: Oh, was it’Same class?

Ingram: Yeah identically the samd.think she was CA35, I think.| went to a gu

house one nightaind they had a bunch ofigs over thereThere was a guy off
thePensacolaWe kind of compared some storidsey got sunk by a
submarine, a Jap submaritgust blew the damn ship about half in tyir

the matter of few secondghey were in the watethey were in the water

ninedaysl canét i magine what that was.
DePue: What happeedafter the JapanegéeVNas it some kind of a small ship that
found you?
Ingram: No, there was a Japanese invasion fleetingddr Australia When we left

Batavia&d We got fuel thergthen we leftThe Dutch told usfi ¥u guys can
go. We have our reconnaissance plands a t 0ouit, abdeeerything slear.
You can make a run for Australiealhen we gassed upre got fuel at the
Dutch fuel We had to go up and pump our own fhetausehe people lh
capitulated the island there, left the islafdey kept pumpmg oil off the
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beach there faFavaonto theHouston When they figured they had enough to
make it to Australia, wellthen they just shut the plant down and took off on
it.

The Dutch saidii Y o u 6 r e g b Waldftyandtwent to PerthVe
got about halfway through that Sunda Strait tlar@ found out we was right
in the middle of the whole Japanese invasion fleesdng for Australia
That 6 s wh erirgtoakiplace.t he f i ght

What kind of a ship was it that rescued you?

Oh, | got picked up by a motor launch, a Japanese patrol, a little motor launch.
There was only three or four Jap sailors in th€hey stopped and picked me

up and gve me water and tried to give me aanette and all that stuffhey

took me over there arlit me on this big transpott.was emptyl guesqit

was] getting ready to load up with stuffom Java.

Onthats mal | | aunch, were there any other
up?

No, | was the only one.

How about when you got to the transpdviere there any other Americans
there?

No,th e r e \laughs)Like I.said |l hadndédt seen a damn
and all morninguntil 3:00the next afternogrand it was a Japanese motor
launch.It wasabout,| guess 3:00in the afternoon then.

Youhadtobefeglgl i ke youdre the | one survivor

ldid. t hought, fGeez, Hdusiom dthlree eo nwlays nuy
another guy off théloustonaround nowhereBut anyway, they put me on this

Japanese shipnd the Jap officer come odihey had a table out there and a
chair for the Jap officerto sitdowHe s ai d, AYdu sana,6 a ibreks
sir, | am.Yes, sir, | amyeaho Then he stded askng me questions.

Well, every time that he asked me a questidinere was a sailor
standing behindhe He had his fist rolled ym n d  h godwlith the inside
of his fist, right on the earThe Jap would ask you another questidnd
youododils adyo,n;dt dlom@andl k doowm 6t [Kverptimet hat . 0O
| 6 d,fils ad/o n §ot gotla sBhotwn one ear and then the ottide |
couldnét hardl y hateaabouwibeaninutegsthere. goi ng on

They decided | dSothewadlkeddvertothesidayt hi ng
over thereand he throwed the life ring.ilfhe guy turned arouna@ndl seen
this Jap sergeant went like that, you knéwgsh himo They pushed me over
the sideHell, it must have been thirty, forty foot to the waltdhmit that water.
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| hit the wateright. And then | went over, swam otlitereand got my life
ring back

| was drifting alongside the ship back thdrgot outaways from
what you calkthe screwgpropellers] but they were anchoretdhey[always]
said fi KKep avay from the screws bwas way out therd was out there pretty
far. The Japs on the Japanese ship, thagshootng at me with twentyfive
caliber rifles | was just out of range of therioué dee the bulletsand ithit
the wateyand you could see going down.Every time | sem the guy startng

toamup on that ship there, | 6d glrab ahao
could look(laughs)around andook outthere you could see the bullets igg
down.

| finally got out of range for thenthenl got back there to that damn
little channel thereA guy come along theée This guy come along in a little
sailboat He was pickng guys up If you had someihg to give him, a ring or
awatchor sometingl i ke t hat therelfyohddddt tla&kee yo
nothing to give him, he wouldnodot take

Then | metmy first Houstonsailor, on that little native boaHe [the
boatowneriwoul dn o6t tHe koene dlohg ties salar thergho had
the whole side of his face burned.dfis earwas goneand down on his
shoulder, alfull of old black oilHe woul dndot tWekhadsiki m aboe
seven guys off theloustonon there by then, by thistime. dondét know w
he picked them up, they was conmg in or what when the fisherman found
themAnyway, he woul dndét take that one gl
sailors throwed the guy over and took his b&aighg. They turned around

and went back down there and picked that guy who was burned up.

TheywentondownT he guys wa svedgionawdgoingil Ma n
to make it into the beach hé@rbecausehe way the rollers was coming in and

hitting that island, big waveandtherocks all overtherel he guy says, 7
l etds jumpWeveantseAmgubet saysp fiNo, do
the sideThe currenwvil | g e A couple of guys jumped ovehen thg

dove down (whooshsound)t h e y 6 raed wg oevet did seékemagain.

We made it into the beach on theWent through all these boulders
got the boatandedon the sandWe got off the boat and was up thergot on
the highway but nobody knew which way to go to go to where Batavia Wwas.
di dndédt even know whereeg Beaetaawi @ hwea :n.a me
the capitol of JavdiGs got a new name ngww d o n 6 that ikisnow w

We was walkng on that highway, walkg along on that road and one
thing and anotheeatng coconuts and crap off of the trees out th#ve see
up on top of the hijlthere was a building up there tlinetd a Red Cross flag
onithi Oh,, bwey golt guesowtbberebds about ten
clothes onl had a pair of skivvikonso me guys di dndét have n
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barefooted on that damn hiaimacout there We walked up to that jaillhe
guys in there, oh, they greeted tigy give us clothes and fed us real good
onethingandanother Everybody got to fe@hg pretty good They put us in a
cellthey hadltwas ajaijit wa s n 0 t; it veas éhjail.$hpyi fed ad good
and everythingNight come along

DePue: Who werethey, natives?

Ingram: The natives, yeglihey were nativeBut anyway, they give us aif thefood
and everything and put us in the célwas a jail. They put us in the cell and
[we heard,JiUnited StatesUn i t e d Wet a&toaud . dom 6t uTheder st al
next morning[there washll this screanmg and hollemg and clingng and
clangng and clingng and clanghg and screaimng and holleng, a whole
bunch of noisewe 6 r e | oc k e d ;thaJaanbse lootkes osruplic el | s
the noise we heard outdre, theyvas seihg up five machine gunslongside
that building.They come in and was tislg the guys outone at a timeThey
was stopng, right outside the door therandaskng questions.

DePue: Y o u 0 rimg akdowt th&kJapanese now?

Ingram: Yeah the Japanesekle asked mevhen | went outdthéher e, h
greatest man, Roosev§dit that time, Resident of the United Statdsranklin
D. Rooseveltor T @ [Hileki T @ j G8neral of the Imperial Japanese Army
and Prime Minister of Japf®® | was seventeen yearsoldd6 ve never hea
T @ jWho the hell is heP s &ooseydl i 0

That sorof-a-bitch hit me with a sabeHe had the sword inside his
caseand he hit me with that thinwent down he knocked me ouHe was
kicking me withthose old hobnailed shoes they wore, like golf shidegust
kicked the hell out of everybodi/got a littlenick on my faceit caused some
blood When | got uglaughs) the whole world was spiimmg. He says,

i Whisthegreatest man nowl, @ jordRoosg e | Ro@sévelt just lost his
seniority.(bothlaugh I  w agsimgdotet that sucker hit me agaihtold him
T @ w&s.He jabbered off something and then pushed me down

They loaded us in the tructook us out of theells. Every guy that got
outof there he got the hell beat out of him in some wagmther, with a
cluboe Whatever they had around there han
They loaded us in these trucksid they took us into the next little town, the
name was Serang, and put us ia theater.

In this theater they had little boothveghere it looked like the rich
people would have a bogtivhere they could go in and see a mo¥iad they
had these little booths up thefidney go in thereThey had a pretty good
crowd of guys in theralready There was no water, no toilet facilities in
there.We wasin the damn theater guessa monthanyhowT hey 6 d f eed u
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once a dayrice. They come around toenand hey put a big armband on me,
on my arm.They givemeayo-ho[7] pole with two biwckets on it.

A whatpole?

A yo-ho[7] pole Did you ever see those natives with that pole and buckets
they carried stuff othenf

Yeah they carry it on their shoulder.

Yeah theycarryitYoubve got t wo bideofkhepoke, one on
They had two fivegallon buckets on this pgland they took mever thereto

a grocery store in this cityhey filledthem buckets upvithwaterand | 6 d
takethemback to the theatefth at 6 s what | didlall day
guesghey figured lwasjust a kid.l carried all that watelFinally they got in

there with the trucksand they took us all out and took us into Batavia, Java.

| had this bigarmbandoand | asked one of them
got this thingonl  d knowbwhatitmeanso Bu't Jwadcarsyiag d, i
water back there at SeraayVe did thatin Serangl guessa month or sp

with no facilities of any kindThey picked out a cornsover in the building
overthereThat 6 s wher e eveapobtakdyleawarul d t ake
somethingJust about all we had there was water and a little bit of rice.

Can | ask you a few questionis guing tokind of backtrack here for a
couple of these questionB.he f i rst ti me youodre pulle
youbr e interrogated by this Japanese, h

Perfect.He was perfectin fact, he told me where he went to collgigehe

statesl donodét remembedi dvin@tr er € me waesr. it e
told some of the officerwhathe told methey had the same thinBut he had

good EnglishHe was a warrant officer, some sort of junior officer or

sometling.

That ought to make you start woniskgrin the first placeYou mentioned that
somewhere along the line, you lost yelothes and obviously your shoes too.
The shoes | can understand, but what happened to your clothes?

We took them off when we abandedship tookeverythingoffYou di dnodt
know how long you wagoing tobe in the waterut most all the guys t&o

off the pantswore theirshotsSome of the guys didndot e
| t 6 sveightHile yourshoesyou coul dnét s uwhathengthi t h s h
of time. All I had onwhen | went ovewas just a pair of shorts pio cut out

all that weight.

What did you trade for when they fished you out of the water the secoridl time
You said you needed to have something to trade for.
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Oh, that was that Japanese fishing boat, yégtanese motor launde got
aboard the motor launch.

| thought that was the second time you got fished out by some natives.

| got the motor launch firsThere was just me on that motor launkctvas the

onlyonel sai d, 0ndmeedestoBdailorsos tI, went aboard
ship, and you got iterrogated| wentover the sideand then | drifted down

and this sailboat was cangalong.That 6 s t he one that the
commandeered and throwed this fisherman over betemw® ul dnot t ake
one guy who was burned.

Oh, so you got pickedpuafter they took over that boat.
Yeah uh-huh yeah.

Well, that explainsitAl |  of t hi s t hgtudyoeu driev eedx pal a
lifetime in just a month pso.This is one heck of a rollercoaster you were on,
an emotional rollercoaster.

Yeah it was.It was sometimg. Like | said, | was seventeen years @ddl 6 d
alreadyhad a ship sunk out from underneath me and wound up a prisoner of
war within nine months from the day | enlisted in the Navy.

Wow.l know Yy o u diewedaboatehis befojgstoe rivom especi al
thankful that you are willing to have me interview you at3oe of the things

| read about was you and TdvicFarlane being wired togethétan you tell

me about that?

He was dirst classgunnersmate ard he was about six foot taMhen we got
intoé | think it was beforé It was somewhere along the ljileey took
bailing wire, like rebar wireDo you know what that is?

Oh, yeah.

Like the iron workers usé\nd they tied us guys, two guysgetherHere he

is, aboutsix-foot-tallb,and | 6 m down helhat s fbar wpgpo
went, him and | didYeah we were wiredThey took that wire off of me

when | was caring that water in thereéBoy, you ought to seen our hands

black and hlie and they blowed up like a balloohforgot that there, yeah.

What, from cuting the circulation off?

Yeah hell yes.They put that bailing wire qrust like iron workers didtwo of
us together.

And you still ha no shoes, eith@
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No, no shoesNobody had shoe# fact, the guy that had big feat the
prison camps after t heylwaoweangsizer e,
five, and these other guythey were weang tens and elevens and all that big
feet.l hadthe shoes pretty welhfter they got into the campBhe Japs

brought down a whole bunch of shoékeywasall little bitty old shoes,

looked like they took them from the grammar school or somethga. a

good pair of shoes out of that.

Was itat the Red Cross building that you spent a month doing all of this?

t

he

Yeah.That 6s where we went t &Wegohvered Ser ang

up between the hospital thérét wa s n 6 td the jails onsl pvé gotdol
Batavia They had us all wirdtogethethen me and T. J. McFarlanee was
first classgunnersmate.

Was there any medicahreat all that anybody was receiving?
No.They di dnodt.Thew ed iadngrieiicahstgiy te give us.
| 6 ve got hatsomelnfehese peome were dying.

Goddamn rightthey wereDoctor Hekking was our doctor when we got into
camp thereHe come over there one dayt here in Texa®A guy had, him

and hiswife, had their medicine laid up amnair conditionerHe goeshe

said,i Oh, my0 Gloed S Qgimd

ifatds more med
got (laughs)in the whole four
years we WeguyPO
and his wifeandhis doctor,he
made a big thing of thatle was
guite a guyDoctor Hekking was a
great guy.

When we gotrito the
prison campwhen we left Batavia
and started up towards the jungle
they took all the young guys, all

R ; Bill Ingram with Dr. and Mrs. Henri Hekking while
the you_ng sailors and soldiers and they attended a reunion in Houston Texas. Dr.
put us in a group df00. And then Hekking, from Holland, is credited with saving

; ; countless |lives while he
they give us four army officers and children, 10 and 12 years old, were also prisoners.
a Dutch doctarThat was the group

thattwasinThey call ed it Ca pAndthemthé&dtherzsi mmo

group wags When theythrowedus in Batavia there at the bicycle camp
That 6s wher e t;lteagsabioyaelcamp.s final ly

The reasonhtey called it a bicycle camp was becauséhis Dutch

army didndét have no mavheathegwastb gosn, no

advanceYouod Isdeit in an old newsreaincein a while All them guys are all
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riding bicycles and hey caledit the bicyclecampT hat 6 s wher e we g
hooked up wih thearmyT hey t ol d us, #fAYou go get s
thearmy guys and get you some clothEseya i going to needhem We

went out and found guys our sizes and got some underclothes andltstuff.

other guys was still naked.

ThisBata i a y o u 0 wngabdupnmbare the aityde camp is, where you
were for a month or séotting water, it sounds like, is that part of Java?

Yeah JavaBatavia is thecapitalof Java.They got a new name for it now.
Is the nameJakartanow?

Yeah.Jakartayeah.lt mightbe | d o.dleey changedhenihe other
onewasSerangnd t hey 6ve sBuitieDutap,avhenthdyat n a me
took back over, they changed all them names of them countries over there.

Ther ebtbsd a e@gsson then that the Javanese
Yeah.That 6s right.
Did they like the Japanese?

e the same cl ass,batheypeopl e

Wel | , t heyodr
treat t hydidusany better than the

di dnot
| believe thatY ou were there for about a mon#t BataviaThen what
happens to the group?

They took usl00guys,andwe went off in an advance groupent quite a
ways.They give us the four army officengly first cruise in tke Navy, | was
(laughs)under the command of a Dutch, | mean an American captain, artillery
officer. I got the Army Unit Citation for that to@aughg.

From what | read, though, you guyenton ship for a while.
Yeah.
So from Bataviathey put you on a ship?

Yeah we went on a ship/le left there and went on a shihey saidiYou

aregoing togo up in the jungleand there will be plenty of foodt will be a

lot betterY o u 6 1 | be trERhereda bmdahts &mdorerer ange
thing and anothekVe got wup there, there wasnot
trees out there, that jungl€here was nothg, no kind of food at all.

| also read that you spent a little bit of time in Singapore.
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Ingram: Yeah we was thez® Do you know when Singapore capitulatéife were
there when that happened.

DePue: Oh, really?
Ingram: But we were outside the base, outside the army base Timeng had a couple
of barracks up ther@hey took usthe 100group up theréWe was just
hangng around out there aroundo u wasndét all owed to | e:

there.We washangng around therel went over to the army, the British army
place, me and another guy didjrggpto see if we could get some food or
sometling.

There weraloingtheir drills with their guns and everythinfj.was,
AHow i n t he héAlllhadlibeen takeh prisoeers gfuwgaad]
they got all their ammuniti oButtteywd guns
did thatbecauseé h ey di dé JudtlikdhiratheRhilippioest hey di dnoét
have enough food and ammunition to last but maybe one day in a éadkle
then that was the end of 8o,t hey fi gured they woul dnod:
the Japs because it would save a lot of lives, both for the Japanese and the
British.

Theytook aboutl0,000British, 10,000British, sometiing like that all
at once the same way they did in the Philippinéghen the Philippines
capitulated, they had all them guyisey just turned over their guns to the
Japs.They did the samthing in SingaporeNe coul dno6tHowin gur e i
the hell them guys got all their gurad they were prisoners war?

DePue: About this timel wonder what your frame of mind iBid you think that the
United States and the allies could actually tis war or were you thining
that it was all over by that time?

Ingram: Well, it looked like itkind of was all over because they had everything from
Japan to Singapar&he Japs had it all sewed up thérkey could have
undone all of us guy®Wecoul n 6t have gAnywapwetstaygd t her
in SingaporeThen they loaded us énWe calledthemhell ships.

You know how big a cargo ship iBhey loaded itpacked them guys,
just pacledthemin like sardinesand then | think it wasabout ten days,
twelve days, someithg like that from Singapore to Mulvane, Burmiawas a
pretty long trip no water, no food again.

Some of the guys was drinking their
get no waterYour urine is, you knowis pure water it 6 ser;plur e wat
purified. Ités goodtodrinkDon 6t | et an[jhatdldy ndditi t you
| knew whatitwasbe cause you couThdanlgwaygyet no wa
could get a drink of water was take apiss in a little can or sometig and
then drirk it, letit get cool.A lot of guys did that.
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To include yourself, you said?
Yeah.

That 6 s wh atifybudnnkidright asvaydamakayY ou j ust dono
want to have it sithg around for a while.

Yeah.It had a tase to it, but it was also wateYou had to get wateAnd then

after a couple of daysfter we was on there, they put a couple of boards over

the sideYo u 6 donsidetie handrail, hold on to, stand over to take a crap

over the side of the shifphey sopped thatl guess the shit was all blawg

up on the bridge or somdtig. Anyway,we got into this little cove in there

like, and we come intMoulmein Burma, wherethedy Ever hear t hat
A @the wayté o

| 0m Igabkanmap Hihclude inlyourtimervievkas wealltés got
Moulmeinasthe terminus of the death railway or the Burma Road.

Yeah the death raillroggh at 6 s what they call i1t now

| think this might be a good place for us to stop tdokegauseve 6 r éng c 0 m
upto about an hour and fifty minutes, an hour and féixtg minutes and

web vstll got a long way to gddow about if we pick up part two a couple of
days from now

Yeah.Thafl be alright.Get to some of the booboos we ma@det to go alag
with this herel 6 m n img anythiagg b s notno bullshit storylike a lot
of guys they come @ We had a lot of guys that was pickedthbpt first

night beng a prisoner of war.

| have heard that. 6guningtostopa nd t h e n talkieg@ftet we ktepe p

(end oftranscript #1)
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Interview withWilliam Ingram

# VR2-A-L-201401802
Interview # 2: July 1, 2014
Interviewer: Mark R. DePue

COPYRIGHT

The following material can be used for educational and other nemommercial
purposes without the written permission of the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library.
AFair useo criteria of Section 107 of the Co
materials are not to be deposited in other repositories, nor used for resale or
commercial purposes without the authorization from theAudio-Visual Curator at the
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library, 112 N. 6th Street, Springfield, Illinois 62701.
Telephone (217) 785955

Note to the Reader:Readers of the oral history memoir should beamniimd that this is
a transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to
preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not respotesiior the factual accuracy of the
memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge.

DePue: Today is Tuesday, July 1, 2014. This is Mark DePue with the Abraham
Lincoln Presidential Li brparttwoofmyém her e
interview with Bill | ngr am. And Bil |,

Ingram: Jacksonwville.

DePue: How long you been living in Jacksonville?

Ingram: Since 1961.

DePue: Webve got a good telephone connection.

Not too many people can tell me stories like you did yesterday, that make my

toes curl up. (Ingram laughs) What | wanted to start with today is to just throw

out a few dates kind of frame the disc
pick it up.

You enlistal in the spring of 1941. You graduated from basic training
and are heading towards the Pacific, December 7, 1941, Pearl Harbor.
February 15 of 1942 is the date that S
that, a couple of weeks later, that your ship,ulss Houstongot sunk in the
Battle of Sunda Straight. You were fished out of the water and lucky to
survive, after being in the water, not once but twice. That part of the story
absolutely amazed me. Thenve talked about this yesterday as @ell
Corregidorf e | | on May 6. Thatdés the day tha
and, of course, neither one of you knew what the fate of the other brother was
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at that time. When we finished off yesterday, we had just gotten you from the
ship to land in Moulmein.

Ingram: Moulmein, Burma, yeah.
DePue: Moulmein, Burma. Do you know roughly the date that you got there?
Ingram: No, |l dondt really. We didnét have no
them hell ships. Gos h, I dondot know.
DePue: That 6s what sureazaendammagihe last thing you were
worried about, what day of the week or the month it was. | want you to pick
up from I anding there. I t hversidnoft hat 6s

the Bataan Death March. | want you to tell me about thaergance.

Ingram: That Bataan Death March came a long time after’tfiaat was maybe a year
or so after we got oMoulmein Burma, thereMoulmein, Burma is in Burma
[now Myanmar], and the Bataan Death March was in the Philippines.

DePue: But I thought yu had your own version of it, a forced march through the
jungle that you endured, once you got there.

Ingram: Oh, yeah. We got off that ship, and we walked down to where they had the
station. The railroad alreadgbefrearted.
we got there. They was waiting on more help (laughs), free help. Anyway,
they got it. We went three or four miles or something, down into the jungle.

We had no food; we had no clothes or nothing. Whatever we had when we got
of f t hat hathve g whenhwa gobup theve. | think | got a mess kit
and a blanket, was all | had.

DePue: But still no clothes?

Ingram: No clothes.

DePue: And no shoes?

Ingram: | had a pair of regulation skivvies on, though; that was all, no shoes. And we
workedat hat base camp there. I worked at

remember the number of the base camp.
number on that camp. It was right there; jmgtMoulmein Burmais where

that started. As soon as we got off theuatks, hey put us inrucks and took

us as far as they could down the railroad there. Then we got off the trucks, and
we started walking, until we come to that base camp, the main camp there.

5 TheBataan Death Marcias the forcible transfer by the Imperial Japanese Army of 60800000 American

and Filipino prisones of war The total distance marched is variously reported by differing sources as between
60 and 69.6 miles. Differing sources also report widely differing prisoner of war casualties, from 5,000 to
18,000 Filipino deaths and 500 to 650 American deéttpg://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bataan_Death_Ma)ych
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Then we was all l ined up any everyt
was going to do, so they just marched us right on down the railroad. We
started working that day, started carrying dirt back off the ground. We had to
carry one square meter of dirt per man in the camp. The guys that went out to
work say they had twey-five cooks and sick bay guys, sick guys as cooks
and officers and them. We had to move
move 100 square meters of dirt on that railroad with-agypole and a
basket. A yeho pole is one of them poles that they stidoaple of buckets
on each end of a pole, and you heap it up on your shoulder, and you carry that
dirt up and put it on the railroad bed. You just made a big circle around.

These are wicker basket you were putting this dirt into?
Yeah,uhhuh. That 6s right.

Did you have a shovel, or was somebody scooping it in for you? How did that
work?

Youdre in a line. You go down there, a
there. You never stopped. Thetputj ust ke
two shovels full in, one shovel full in each one. The next guy put another

shovel in, until you got down to the e
pack would be full, then youdd start u

walk a quarter mile wit that damn thing on your shoulders, in that hot
weather, everything. It was hell.

This was in the rainforest, wasnot it 7

Yeah, it was. You had what they call ed
a tsunami or something? What is it? Thamever stops.

Monsoon.

Yeah, thatodos it. When that monsoon con
it rains day and night. But this was just an average day that we was there. |
dondét know what they called it.

Did you guys have twork even during the monsoon?

Hell , we didnét stop for nothing. The
couple hours sl eep at night The rest
railroad.

| want you to describe a typical day for me, été is such a thing. When

would you get up?

The breaking of daylighSoon as they saw a littaylight, where they could

see, they rousted us out. Wedd jump up

42



William Ingram Interview # VR2A-L-2014018

DePue:

Ingram:

DePue:

Ingram:

DePue:

Ingram:

DePue:

Ingram:

DePue:

count, hold muster and count us all, and off ®rhilroad we went. Whatever
they had to do for that day or whatever, we had to be out there. Then we
di dnot come back unti l it was done.

Did you eat before you left the base camp?

Nope.Hell, yougotofft hat ol d bamboaloutfalimag and yo
guarters in the morning. Theyo6d count
on the railroad. The tools would be out there at the railroad from yesterday.

How many times a day did you eat, and when during the day did you eat?

Once. You never knew what time it was going to be or what it was going to

be. Us ual | yometonasthihiag hoited rice, likenush And then
someti mes t heyoriethhaeryededntorbalsf bué dj get of
big scoop ofthatbal , a scoop full of that ball,
You just went over there somewhere to
lucky enough to have a spork or a knife, you could use that, but that was it.
That s what you had, or youdd get not h

When you first got up in the morning, when everybody got up, did they give
you a chance at least to relieve yourself?

Yeah,l thinktheydidl dondt remember thatsit That 0:¢
was getting the helThebyedadt hooultd oaf nyuosut eb
theydd say theydd be missing two guys.
time the Japs couldnét count, coul dnodt
And then one of them Jap sergeants comes out and beat the hell out of them if

they didnét have the right amount of n
them. Hedd al ways come up with the rig

But you had to get permission every time you wanted to relieve

yourself. Youdd better makengls.dfyoa t hat
want to crap, you go in the jungle. If you take a leak, you just stand right
alongside the railroad. They didndt ev

could go take a crap out there.

How did they organize the groups?

How did theyorganizethen?We 6 d a |l | be standing there
and theydéd just go down there and coun
five, pick outtwentyf i ve guys and say, AnOkay, you

there. You go with thatgualv er t here. 0 That ds how th
no organization at all.

| thought you mentioned before that they had you organized HmE®D
group; they just identified 100 people at one time.
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If they was going to cut a bunch of them out aend them to another camp

for good, thatos the way they would do
until they got 100 guys there. -Theyod
away, and then theyo6éd march you al/l do
miles to the next camp where they want
You had nothing to worry about. You ha
suitcase to pack or none of that stuff. It was just what you had on your back;
thatdos about all you had.

Did you eventually get some clothing and some shoes?

| was lucky enough one time. They brought a bunch of Japanese shoes in

there. They were all small shoes, so | got a pair, a couple pair of good shoes

out of 1 t. The bg Somgafthesguys that wearteighdset no't
and nines, they didndét never have a pa
there.

The whole time you were there, you had nothing but your shorts on?

That s all . That 6s 4ad dndthegwehegudtabodt had a
turned into rags. And | had a gunny sack and a blanket, like a little GI kit,

pl ate, canteen, dishes. The dishes the
the Army. | got one of them from one of the Army guys. | think laybtl or

somet hing. Thatds all Il had.

| want to go back and ask you more about organization, because being in the
military, i1tobés always about what uni:t
the chain of command that exists and things like that. tA&s any kind of

structure that you had? Was there a chain of command among the prisoners?

Yeah. We had four officers, yeah. But
We had four Army officers in camp, a captain by the name of Captain

Fitzsimmors , and it was Jimmie Latti more; h
know what the hell the other was, two
the working partesT hey woul dndét have donHd any g«
they went out, ntkheybDldeypyuwoulheéemdt ol evto t
doing nothing. Their organization was that stick or that pickaxe handle they

had. That was what they organized with.

Youdre talking about the Japanese pris
Yeah. No, all our guys were Koreans
Oh, they were?

Yes, sir. In the camp, the average camp, they had like 500 guys and one
Japanese officer; he was usually a captain or something like that. Most of
them were drunks. They had a captain u
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segeant, maybe a warrant officer, a Jap warrant officer, and maybe one or
two Jap soldiers.

All their guards were all Koreans that went and got conscripted into
the Japanese army. They beat the hell out of them, just like they did us too. If
they caught onef them Korean guards and an American talking, by
themselves, theyodod beat hell out of bo
You didndét have no friends.

|l would assume though youdre mixed in
other nationalies. Is that right?

Yeah. We had Dutch. The Koreans belonged to the Japanese. They wore
Japanese uniforms, but they didnodét hav
the shoulder, like all the Japs had them, all kinds of buttons on them, pretty

smazzy uniforms to be out there in that jungle. But we had Dutch and

Australians, British. We had a lot of British. All the Dutch people was there.

They kind of kept back in the camp by
didndt do. So reedoaoutf goihghngorsickday or semethirigt

Were a lot of the Brits then formerly at Singapore? Were they part of those
captured at Singapore?

Yeah, thatodés what it was. Il think they
they scattered themdl over. They had stuff going on all over down there,

building houses on the railroad for the trains. They had different jobs for

different people.

Reading about this, | also read that there were something like 180,000 Asians
that they had workinthere.

Oh, they had more than that. We donodt
there. We didndét know how many was t he
guys died out there, alongside the railroad where they was working, they just

left them lay thereThe animals, | guess, took care of them. But the British

and all of us, we buried all our guys.

Where did you bury them?

In the camp. They could go back out there that has a little spot somewhere and
dig graves. Near the end, they gottoewhe t hey hadé They was
than they could put them in graves, so they put two and three guys in a grave.

Were you the ones who had to bury them as well?

Yep.
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DePue: Were those just people who would die, right there working ondifread,
just die on the side of the tracks?

Ingram: Hell , theydéd | eave them. The Ameri cans
Asians and the Japanese, all them foreigners, them black people there, all
them foreigners there, they just left them laying.t t he way t hey | i
didndét give a damn. They tried burying

Anyway, they thought they were organized. At one time there, we had
an Army officed was nét part odfhepoppeduptheadode ar t i |
day. Hewas some kind of an engineer. He was an Army captain, and he was
an engineer. I dondét know how in the nh
our group then. He was our lead. The captain and them talked the Japs into
putting him in charge of the working p&s. They said they could get the
work done a lot faster. He knew what was going on. Them Japs could, you
know. .. Them Jap engineers wasnot no d
everything. They helped him there. He
know what happened.

DePue: He was what, again?

Ingram: He was running the show there for a while, that Army officer.

DePue: Did you guys figure that he was collaborating with the Japanese, or he just
really didndét have much choice?

Ingram: He didndédhoihaee hodaendét know where in t

never did hear the story. {he was] a guy named Roy Stenslin.

Oh, by the way, wedll step out here
the next day is in Dallas, Texas, the 131st Field Artillery officberetare
having a yearly getogethe Ther e6s not t oo many of th
about 500; they got 100 or so, | guess, left now.

DePue: That s what | did read somepl ace, that
generally were in two groups. There werefiiks from theHouston
something like 360 of those, and you just mentioned the 131st Field Artillery.
Where were they captured?

Ingram: They got captured before. (laughs) When we finally got into Java, they said,
one ofthe guards said,Y o u g ot , Anmecans, bemuccup Americans

% The men of the 2nd Battalion, 131st Field Artillery, 36 Infantry Division (Texas National Guard, U.S. Army,
plus the survivors of the sunken shijfsS Houstoywere captured by the Japanese on the isladdva in the

Dutch East Indies (now Indonesia) in March 1942. They were called the lost battalion because the fate of the
men was unknown to the United States until September 1944. They were prisoners of war for 42 months, until
the end of World War Il.https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lost_Battalion_(Pacific,_World_War_ll))
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down there 6 T h eBO#Vs. @heygoticaptured in Java. When Java
capitulated, the American field artillery was there. They were on summer
maneuvers in San Francisco. When they bombed Pearl Harbor, there was a
cop at the arner, and he just waved them trucks on down to the pier and
loaded them on the ship down there and sent them over there. They was
supposed to be reinforcements for the Philippines, but they never made it.

They got pulled off in Java. Then when we gotlama, we got in with
these Americans, the field artillery.
100 guys they picked out. They picked out 100 guys. The Army and the Navy
guys are all mixed up. So noated guys, allthenenat ed per sonnel é
theoldest one in there was about nineteen years old, and he was a corporal or
something. That was the only rated man we had in that group of ours, besides
the four officers.

DePue: Yeah, apparently these guys were part of the Texas National Guard, huh?

Ingram Yeah, uh huh. Thatés what they were. T
the way home. Another day and theyodod ©b
three and a half years. Imagine your family trying to find out... Probably half
of the Ar my penknbvanwhéretheoh pedpiedvere. e v

DePue: | want you to describe the camp in as much detail as you can. Tell me about
the camp that you had to live in.

Ingram: They were open hut s. |l 6ve got some pic
hut.

DePue: So you had aoof but no walls.

Ingram: Huh?

DePue: Was there a roof but no walls?

Ingram: No, we had banana leaves$ call them banana leav@ig leaves up on the

roof. The natives built them camps and all them places where we slept at.

They were pretty well sealedrfahen it rained. Everybody got wet anyhow,

because when it rained there, it rained like two or three months at a time and
never stopped, the monsoon. The sides
closed on the sides. When you was on the working pasty, lyag was up

there where your head was. You got a hold of that shit, it was all full of water;

all of your blanket, whatever you had, was full of water. They was just open

huts.

DePue: Were there different huts for the guards?

Ingram: Yeah. They had atjood, closedn huts, way back at the end of the camp
somewhere.
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DePue: How about the barbed wire and enclosures and guard towers and things like
that?
Ingram: They didnét need it. The Japs had ev

in the hell were yogoing to escape? We had no fences around them camps at
all or the whole railroad. It was just wiggen spaces. And they told us,
ADond6t try to escape because you won
Therebds these open hut s.

DePue: And vy o uavdanyraadan tolargue with them on that, huh?

Ingram: No, hell, no (laughs). It would be a waste of time putting fences up.

DePue: Did they even bother to have guards posted?

Ingram: Yeah. When you come into camphat t her e

goes down where the Japanese officers lived at. It goes back there, and then
the rest would just be patterns. It was all cleaned out around the huts so you
could see that there was no fences, nothing.

DePue: How about a hospital? Did the camp haveggital of some type?

Ingram: They had one bayé In one of them hut
But the doctor had noé He had no medi
box out; it had a couple bottles of iodine in it or something like that and som
old pills. Our doctor didndét even kn
little bottles of pills like that, a roll of bandages, a couple of Baiut or
somet hi ng. Heredbs your medical suppl
t hat 6d be ind TheyWad alfew little stacks lof what the Army
had had. But there wasnbdét anything t
BandAids and stuff like that.

The guy that goté When they got t
seeé Their | egshegaé dffthe lbgeanchyeuacouldsee u | d
through the two bones. I f they got t
the damn thing off, just take a hack

to cover them up the best they could. They cleaned thigmmaggots.

Theyodod take maggots and put on them
clean as a whistl e, better than a do
maggots and throw them away and | eav

cleaned thed

DeRue: Were these allied doctors or were these Japanese doctors you had?

Ingram: The Ar my artdletydhers, ithey had a couple of doctors in there, |
think. One doctor, he was an old man. | think he was the oldest guy in the
bunch. | ¢ a nrdis name/newn, but he mas arbokl, ghayred

man. Hew a s n 0 tcramy gou knbw.
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| understand there was a Dutch doctor though that you felt pretty highly about.
You better believe | did. He was my buddy (laughs).
What was his namd?o you remember?

Doctor Hekking.In the back of thabook, is there a page in there about him
writing a letter? Did you see that in that book | give you?

Yeah, | did see that.

Il think itds t he bacasalgpalgealer,dit one o
he didnot | et hat [ be] -damdg oy, ltello anybo
you. Hedéd wal k there in the woods, and
That was a big help. It was at least some kind of a medicine. He would get

rootsfrom different trees and leaves or something like that, mix it up.

on
t

| think we only | osté Out of that 1
only lost about three guys. One of them was a Mexican guy who died of
syphilis. He had syphilis before, and the syphilis pever get rid of. When
your system gets down, well then it co
But one kid who was there, who was a youngrie,h e woul dnodt eat
Al 6m never goning tdXoeatombdnibteforkde
it.

He just what now?

This young Mirineh e wasndét going to eat no ric
eat. So he just starved to death, this
lost.

In other words, he just essentially gave upife |

Yeah. He was a young guy too. | think he was about eighteen, nineteen,
something like that.

Were the other guys trying to talk him into eating?

Yeah. They had different things, tried to give him some sassafras tea or
somethingHe woul dndét have nothing to do wi
do with it.

How much did you weigh when you went into camp?

| guess about ninetijve or 100 pounds, something like that.

Do you know how much you weighed when you camg
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A lot less than that (laughs). Then | was skin and bones. We had no scales; we
had noé Look at a guy and figure he 1o

What were some of the common diseases and ailments that the prisoners got?

Them tropical wulcers. Youdd get a | itt
arm, and two days later that thing would be swelled up like a big balloon

there. The pus would be running out of it and everything. The flies would be

on you and you had no wayworap it to keep it clean. And then the tropical

ulcers and malaria and dysentery, bleeding dysentery.

When you get that dysentery, you had to go crap about twenty times,
thirty times a day and seemed | i ke you
youkow, just a l|little squirt, Ilike that
and blood. When you got that there, if you was in good shape, you could
shake it. But if you was likthis otherguy, they got down to where they were
nothing but skin and bonesh@y got that dysentery, and they were gonners.

You mentioned that, in your group, the survival rate was pretty good. What
was the doctor doing to help with people with malaria and dysentery?

Some of them roots and stuff, he used for medicine

This guy knew about that before he got
herbal cures.

He was a pediatrician. He
lived in Java for a long time.
He had a wife and two kids.
He had a kid, a son, | think,
was twelve, and the daughte
was deven or something like
that. John, the father, no the
boy, he | ives:
give you his name and
address if you want; you can
talk to him.

as hell to talk to, a lot of fun.

And then his sister lives in Fellow POWs Eddie Fung, Dr. Henri Hekking, Bill Ingram
Holland (in front) and Captain Archibald Fitzsimmons at a reunion
’ in Houston, Texas sometime in the 1950s.

The doctor, whetthe war was ovér this is getting out of line hedeit
took him almosh year to find his wife and two kids over there. He had no
money. He asked somebody, and theydd s
they were | oading on a cosltfinggthemor s ome wh
Finally, he contacted one of the guys in Texas, and the guy sent him a bunch
of money, so he helped him get his family all together. The son, he lives in
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Texas, in some I|little town. But i f you
putt hat in too. He6és a guy whodés got so

How about other things like lice or rats? Any problems with them?

Lice, everywhereéThem bamboo pol es tha
certain times, theyo6d hceoymee actu ty oouf atlhi avt
up all night with them and have to work all day the next day. You had lice in

your blanket. The only thingou could do iis lay it out on a bed and hope

nobody steals it before you get back in that night.

| would imagine they got in your hair as well.

Your whole body. Those I|ice that was i
al | night, theydd come up and get | unc

Probably the only reason you got some sleep is yoa just physically
exhausted.

That 6s about the size of i1t, yeah. Whe
you wasnoét wagmnmnkiygomonmamkwnwg | i ke that
reall yé The Br it i sbbys. Thehaalled tiedudbblyt hem bub
boys. They set up a little cornavhere you could getlalow-job or something

|l i ke that. But we didndét have none of
stuff like they have in prisons.

What can you tell me about the operations that were liging? Was Doctor
Hekking actually doing some of the amputations?

|l dondét know of any he done, but | see
Otto Schwartz had one of themtiidl ul cer s on his | eg. He
and Otto finally got back irHe had both his legs, and all the skin had grown

back onto the bones. He had to be real careful with that. But he got them guys
prettywellHe 6 dougto t her e and get a | ittle bat
sores. | think a lot of it was justentall, thathe did good things that made

the kids thinkthat they were gattg some doctang out of it He was a

comical guy, but also being a serious doctor.

|l 6ve got a really curious question for
strangeworbduer ilmbgn how you guys were abl
wondering how you handled toenails and fingernails, because you can
seriously screw yourself up ripping your fingernails or your toenails off.

You just bite them off, | guess. | never thought alibat there. It aver even
dawned on maboutsomething like that.

Were you able to shave?
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Yeah, they had shaves. One of the guys
have no weapon. That was a weapon. But them guys, some of them had
beards;somef t hem didndét. (1l aughs) | didno
little fuzzieson my cheek area; thatos all | heé
to worry about it.

The advantage of still being a young kid, huh?

That was i towortyalbutshaving. have t

How about teeth? 1 6m sure there wasnot
No. Our doctor, Doctor Hekking was our
come down there, theydd bring some bl u

a tooth offix a tooth. He wouldgut it asideand fill that syringe full of water,

(laughs) injecthat Jap with thatwater He [t he Japanese pat.i
good. 06 Hedd already switchHeddbbawvkes w
somemedicine theréo killag u y 0 isg tatbdr something like that. He

pulled it out without any medicine.

Yeah. Most people, when we think about those conditions, you get to the
dental work and you really start to cringe.

Yeah. | dondt bel guestian outtheee, becawse dll of was e v
the Americans were young guys. They were right fresh off the bbats

comi ng oV e Wherelthem Rritish an#t taeén there... Some of them

British we had was prisoners of war with the Germans. They just got back,

andthey sent them to Singapore. Turned around, they had two or three years

in German prison camps and stuff like that. The Japs added a couple more

years in prison camp.

Boy, by that time, you got to be think
Yeah, something went wrong here somewhere.

| 6ve read some parts of this other int
there about a native of some type, sneaking up to you one day and offering
you drugs.

Oh yeah, yeah, yeah. | was workingide that one time. The guy that was
working for the officers, he got sick. They picked me and put nasam
orderly for the officers. | went out there in that little room that was alongside

the camp there. | was washing dishes, and this guy comdeut. s ay s , nPss
psst, psst, psst. Hey, you want some n
guy out there, | 6d got the hell beat o

talking to you now. That was really a-no.
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Anyway, he gave me a couple of thedésd he had them wrapped
upd and | stuck them in my Gtring that | had. | put them up in my crotch
and hoped t hat dsthing dowrdon chen Bitwoyddilahdl t hat C
theydd seen them pill s, |l woul ddébve got
be aut there talking to them natives. Anyway, | took them in, and | showed
Captain Fitzsimmons what he had. So he give a pill to Doctor Hekking. And
doctor had thisé | didnét know what ki
something Doctor Hekking needed. T&evas a name on the pill; it was
MMB693. | never did find out what that was. | asked a couple of pharmacists
what it was. It was written right on the pill, MMB693.

MMB.
Yeah. 693. Myers Brothers, you know?
Was this native wanting sathing in return?

He wanted some money, so | made anothe
be out there the next day at a certain time. | got out there washing dishes and
scrubbing some of the officerosme cl ot he
out of the bushes again, and he showed me he had two bottles of them. | took

one bottle in, and they give me the money to take back out to him. He had

another bottle. | had to make two trips on that. | was lucky; they never

bothered me, the Japs.

Where did the officers get money?

Well, they had their money. They had a payroll.

They were receiving pay?

No, they had the money from the headquarters department.
Oh, when they were captured?

Yeah. | think they giveeach officer a handful of money, just in case they
could use it.

And the Japanese didndét take that fron

No. |l dondt know why. |l t6s one of thos
because nobody sai d amhknowthaofficershadout i t .
any money, but | took a check and some money. [I] never did know how

much the money was on there. It was wrapped up, rolled up in a paper. And

| 6d stick -$nhridomgunand¢hahope tWtengJaps did
down.
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They wasalways fucking around with you and make you take that G
string down. They could get a stick and come over and play with your peter. |
worried they were going to do that, bu
neveré They just svatlethe dishes andbclotkesand and o
stuff, but they nevesaid anything about it.

They used them. I dondét know i f the
because the pills disappeared. They ha
something the Japs could never did hear anything. There was only three
guys that knew about that; it was Doctor Hekking, Captain Fitzsimmons,
myself and the orderly, a guy, Wright. He was a medical orderly. He picked
up a medical bag on the beach when we got on there, and theyimaale
doctor (laughs); he was a PFC in the Army (both laugh).

Hebés probably thankful they did.

Yeah, because he had that Red Cross bag, they made him a doctor (laughs).
They put him in charge dhe guys who were atlfficers and everythingrhat
was a big joke then.

Youbve mentioned a | ot here about the
were the Koreans that had been conscripted. | wonder if you can explain if
they were disciplining you. ldeHow s s ay

would they discipline you there?

Youdd get the same treatment that the
beat you. Theydéd beat you with whateve
rifle in their handutlfthéydada dickghavdie, you t
you got the hell beat out of you with a piak handle or a club off of a tree or
something.

Where would they hit you?

Theydd just hit wherever they could ge
differenceif they hit you in the head or hit you across the back.

Were there any particular stories you remember about the treatments the
guards gave you?

Just them ones when | was at that Serang jail there, that first jail where we

went down theren Java. They beat the hell out of me out there with that. He

had his sword, but he had the sword and his saber in the case. He bopped me a
couple of times with that thing, knocked me down and knocked me out. He

went on down, and he hit three or four moogggon down the way there.

They didnét give a damn what they hit

Il got a movie that shows them shoot
guys that tried to escape. They went out, and the one guy died in the jungle,
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and theother two come on back in. What they did, they took them up to base
camp, and they used them for digging graves. They just come out there one
day, and what they did, they come down the railroad. The reason | know about
this, | was one of them picked becausvasin camp thenThey took about

five guys from each camp, up and down the railroagutthemdown atthat

base camp. When they got them all there, we was all in a group by ourselves.

We figured they was pickinbatus out
the hell was going on. They brought them guys over there digging graves.
And they brought these three or four Japs down there, all this screaming and
hollering and their rifles, doing the goose step, you know, and allTthay.
go towhere them guysdd been digging them graves, and they called them up
out and stood them there and shot both of them, for trying to escape.

Just like that.

If you were alongside of me and you and another guy decided you were going

t o e scap e é agnodthaothersidemécided tp @escape, [when] you
guys were gone, they had to find out w
come down and beat hell out of the guys next to them because they should

have told on them. Some of the guys got hell beat, baithige, about that.

|l td6d be | i ke the one Jap sergeant, and
work.

Was getting beaten or even just being smacked once or twice to get your
attention an almost everyday occurrence for you?

Somebody gobopped every day, down the line. It makes you think. If you
happen to go by one of them guards, an
them. The thing was, he had his bagitned| f you di dnét bow ar
whatever he had in his hand, you got therél across the back of your back

or on top of your head or somewhere. They would knock the living crap out of

you. Once they started, they never stopped.

The kind of conditions you guys were W
itwasover100egr ees a | ot of ti mes. 't was v
were suffering from all kinds of maladies, getting exhaustion or heat stroke.

What happens if you just kind of collapse there on the spot?

You probably got kicked a couple of times to degu was still alive or you

was unconscious. Theyo6d kick you aroun
see if yowweredoinga phonything Theyd6d just | eave you
was time to go in. Theydéd carry them D

them, even when they were laying there being exhausted.

What did it take to get admitted to the hospital then?
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When one of them guys got done beating on you, you just about had to go to
the hospital. They beat VYbatodost hbwyou
put you in the hospital. Like the guy with the big ulcers that went from their

knee down to the ankle, an ulcer. And then the guys would get them on their
back. Or [if] you just get a Ilittle s
have a big hole there, where that thing just travelled that fast, them ulcers did.

Was there any way of communicating with these guards? Did they understand
English at all, or did you guys know some Korean or Japanese?

No. They tried to teachs Japanese when we first went down there in Batavia,

at the bicycle camp. They found out t
stood up on aé He had a platform out
megaphone, like you had at the football gamesk lpaars ago, a long time

ago, just a megaphone. He hollered out some Japanese words that we were
supposed to pronounce, and (l aughs) i
finally quit it. They didndédt need it

't wasnodot wor kiuysgadmao ihtentioe af learnsng Japanese ¢
or becaus@

That was one of the things. My brother, when he got in there, he started
learning Japanese right off. He was smart about stuff like that, and he was a
base interpreter when he went out to Japamnone of them was interested

in speaking any English. You didndét h
one of them guards and one of them Ja
of both of you. You aindédt supywsed to
know.

Were there some prisoners who wanted to collaborate, so they could get a
little more food or better treatment?

't woul dnét have dIlbyowrgota Koreatp betpgoutoT he J
speak languages or something like thatl he got caught, he got the hell beat

out of him, just like the guy he was trying to teach the Japanese to. You had

no choice.

| think | know the answer to the next question, but the question is, did you see
any acts of kindness or surprising thsrtgat the guards did, to show that they
were, after all, human beings?

No. They, especially them Korean guys
over him or take a shoe and kick his
somet hi ng, @aabauthisbusimesshifené lthd given sympathy

down there, he would be right down alongside of you. Them Japs would get

them.
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Were there certain quotas that you had to meet for work every day? Did they
keep track of that?

Oh, vy e ahyitolthhefoyevd wentdnome the night before. Like we

was moving one square meter a dirt. They would get it all laid out with stakes

out there, so many feet on that side of the bed and so many feet on this side of

the bed, the railroad bed. Every oncain whi | e, weob6d get | uck
couple of Korean guards that wasnodt wa
about a foot. (laughs) It cut down on the amount of dirt we had to move.

Were you running into rock and things like that, as well?

Yeah. Later on, right near the end there, they had a big mountain, solid rock.
They went right through it. [It was] called Hellfire Pass. In fact, | think one of
the movies | got has the story about the Hellfire Pass in it.

Did the Japanese haveydhing like dynamite to blast that rock?

That s the only place on that railroad
used it sparingly. | never got into that. | went out there once, and | come back
i n. I didndot want foasgodhaakbtogiob.t hemge

It was a son of a bitch, that thing there. They worked twémty hours a day
on that thing.

They used that dynamite. They di dno
they killed a couple of people, killed a couple of Jagsawith it because they
was careless. That Hel |l fi Thatthhgons , | 6 m
theHoustonthere, you went there on the Internet. There should be something
in there about the Hellfire Pass.

| did find out a little bit about tha. |l 6m wondering, 1t sout
particular crew was moving dirt the wh
on the rail bed. Were there other crews that were doing other parts of the job?

Oh, yeah, like them guys was building bridges. Thay/andreds and

hundreds and hundreds of guys building them bridges because they had them
bridges going all up and down the thing. And when they got to where they
needed big | ogs pulled out of the jung
trees, alitdemoube W 6plu put POWs out. The)
them, tie all the ropes on there and drag that thing. The guys had to drag them

damn things out of that jungle.

They had one elephant on there. | tell this story about the elephant. He

would work eighh o u r s and he quit, and he woul
get him to move. Theydd beat on him, a
Japs shot hi m. He still didndét do it.

went over by a tree somewhersod thereHe was finishedDePue laughs).
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That Jap that shot that elephant that time, trying to get him to go to
work, he thought he was a funny guynyay, about a week or so latehis
Jap walked down in front of that damn elephant, and the elephant got eut ther
and reached under there with that trunk of his and held him up in the air and
screamed. You could hear that goddamn
forget which one of them Japs had shot bmd if they used any of their
bulletsupt h ey 6 d egteut of thenl fdr thdi there too.

| got a funny story to tell you about this. We were coming back off of
ob somewhere. |l dondt know where
tle creek bed. We was all yWirty
6s go, you know. Come on. Come o
, no, no, no. 0 He got down; he f
He said, @AOkay, |l go first. |l go in
belt and the otheguy his rifle (laughs), and he took all his clothes off and
jumped in that creek bed there. It was real nice, pretty water. And he come out
of that damn thing screaming bloody murder. He was just covered with them

little black things. What in the hell atkeey?

ot T o

j

t
t
0]

Leeches?

Yeah, leeches. He was covered with them. The guys, they had to chase him
down and pull them things off of him.
of them Jagsergeantsvould have come out there and seen all them guys

trying to pull them leeches off that guy, and he was screaming bloody murder.
(laughs) Boy, he was patting all the guys. He was hugginghemding them

and all that. You know, we got in that pond, and not a damn leech got on us.
There was just something in hisdy that they liked. (DePue laughs) We got

out of there, and he couldndét believe
him. He was really covered with them.
funny if the Japs had seen us chasing him down and puilamy things off of

him. He laid there screaming and hollering. Four or five guys was pulling

them off of him.

You talked a little bit about the diet you had. Essentially it sounds like every
once in a while, maybe once a day, you were gettingleitiwl of rice. Was
there anything else that they gave you to eat occasionally?

| know one time we got us a snake, a giant. Boy, that son of a bitch was a half

a block long. He had a pig inside of him, down about four or five feet down

from his had, in his stomach. But the other one, the boar that was caught the
second ti me, he hadé When the snake ca
upper part of his body and got his head in there. When he squeezed down on

t hat pigbébs head, ¢ hreoge,gowe rmtorwmp tthremr ey

head and killed him, killed the snake.
back end of the thing off. They took that pig in there. They took all the meat
of f of it and give us the bone. Thatos
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Another timejt was a couple years after we warnehere they drove

some old bony cows down. I dondt know
They give us one of them, but they took all the meat off the bones and hide
and everything and let it lay out there foradayos o, and then t he

to us. But boy, | tell you, you could have got $100 for a cupful of that juice off
them bones.

What was the animal again?
A boar, a pig, a wild pig.

There are a | ot of distabagsethagowd dE
thinking especially like scurvy or some other things. Were those problems as
well?

Yes, sir, they didThats whatcaused some of the tropical ulcers too. | had

some worms. After | come back, | went up to Great Lakes, aaché back

down. There was a soldier sitting across the aisle from me on the train, from
Chicago to Springfield. Bl s a i gsailor,frdires pver andave a drink

with me. o | sai d, i Man, I dondt dri nk.
on, ¢ o %oelwanhoved theréde give me alrink, shotof that whiskey.

| got on the train there, and | got off the train in Springfield. | started
getting a bellyache. Boy, | was cramping and dry heaving and all this. And so
that was on a Friday, | think. Allay Friday, all day Saturday and Sunday, |
still had the dry heaves. And late Sunday afternoon, | started dry heaving
again, and a whole worm come up in my mouth. | pulled him out. It looked
like a big night crawler. You know what a night crawler is.

It wasno6t a tapewor m?

No, it was just like a night crawler. They got all kinds of worms that you get

inyour stomachh sai d, ADamn, | feel good now.
drank some ginger ale. My mom was there, and my intended wife waslther
startedcoughngagan and up come the second one.
out. | had to reach in there and pull out this one. (laugsts@¢tichechim out.

My little old wifed | just married hey she went and fainted (DePue laughs). |

put them twowrms ird Momdidd put t hem in the jar wit
know what in the hell she used, anyway some kind of preservative for stuff

like that.

When | went up to Great Lakes, | was four days over leave. | went up

to the captain thebdoese,yaod bBrceaedd ke
they couldndét do anything with them T
AYou candt go ashore tonight. o Theyo6d
goi ng; |l 611 see you guys, 0 and wal ked
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Thisguy,hecol dndét figure out where the T
coming from. | said, Al throwed them u
said, AOkay, you can go. 0 There was tw

This little guy was waiting to be court marshaled, ratrc marshaled but be
punished for being late or something. When he got to me, and | give him them
worms, he just walked off and left the whole gang there.

Wow.

That wor m, | 6ve seen it. | got a great
there. | was just thumbing through big old book looking at words, and | seen
them. TheyoOove got them worms in there.
worms. You got them tapeworms that come out. When you pull on them, they
just all b r e a k somd of themiinkhe traghécanytlee wthepsu t

stay inside of you. But that cured me of then. | never had anything like that
again.

Were the officers given a little bit better food or better treatment?

No. They come out the same way. Theonipnthi t hey got é They h

when | was working, that little time I
there, and they had a bucket, a little bucket, just big enough to feed the five
of ficers. Theydéd fill that oatherd ull of

They had one section of barracks there for the officers, and they split that up
between the five of them.

You had to be starving the whole time you were there and probably were
constantly thinking about food. What were the things that youdnavings
for, that you were dreaming about eating?

(laughs) Anything you could get your h
Like my dad said Asfiongasimade a turd. o (|l aughs)

So nothing in particular, huh?

No, iIitmaditeémdtwhat you ate. You been the

nothing before and nothing after, so you just wait until tomorrow to see what
happens tomorrow. Sometimes the guy di

You said that you got up at first lighlow long were you working before you
came back to the camps at night?

Whatever they had laid out for us.
You working twelve to fourteen, eightedour days, something like that?

Sometimes, yeah. If they give you 100 meters of dmtov e t hat dayél |
they had 100 guys in camp, theydd give
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guys that went outé Theydd take the co
guys you had in sick bay, you take them all out of there. You might have
thirty-fiveguys t o move 100 meters of dirt. Y
meters of dirt was done.

What did you guys do to keep your spirits up, to keep optimistic about life? Or
was that even possible?

When you got off u
Bridge Over the River KwaiY o u s the British
r I

t h ayou seem that mavidjdeé |

ee c

and all that there. tell everyb
o] d

t

party over there n that railroa
whistle. o (laughs) Thatdés about
drag your butt and forget it. When you
Whether you was hungry or not, you dropped down there. You was just so
exhausted from working all day.

So it was just a matter of just trying to survive until the next day.

The next day, yeah. Yosamktnmgtenexdaudr e go
day.

But you talked about this one person who just essentially gave up.

Um-hum, he vas a young guy. | think he was eighteen or nineteen. He was
one of them old guys (laughs), eighteen or nineteen, you know.

Did you guys try to buck up each ot her

Yeah, you had a couple of buddies. Everybody had a coupledadies to spur
you along, help you along.

Tell me about your buddies.

The one | had there, Pinky King, he was a PFC in the field artillery there. We

just met one day, and we just got to b
otherwheneer we had a chance, you know, | u
my brother wasnét there. |1 6m glad | wa
Why?

It would have beené You had enough to
worry about your brother. A guy down hereJecksonville, down soudh

heds ddc&lant himomihe road. | followed him in behind a car. He had

a POW tag on his car. | went up to the horn and passed him, and then |

dropped back, and he passed me. We pulled over to that curb, pulled over off

the roal, and we got to be good buddies. Him and his buddy were both in the
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Corregidor. They were them seaplane tenders, the scout planes; SOC they
called them, scout and observation.

This is going to sound kind of bizarre, but when you got back and goai w
talking to your brother, were you guys comparing who had the worst
experience and trying to compete with each other in that respect?

No. We was about the same, only a different latitude. They was working in

the coal mines. | guess they hadlosv el so much coal ther
talk much about it. I f they would ask
over there. Thatoés it.o

Did you have a chaplain in camp with you?

No. We didnét; the main dachaplairi.l t he An
know some guy, he was... One of the guys was a holy roller, you kHew.

got up and done the praying and all that stuff, whenever he got a group around

to do it.

You mentioned you werenodt frowyoua relig
do your share of praying while you were in camp?

| guess so. | went to a Catholic school for a couple of years. But my mom and
dadé My dad, he was nothing, but my mo
Catholic school. | dnober.d guesk Indml vbecause d on 6t
everybody else was doing it.

But you donét remember any kind of rel
No. They didndot have them, as far as |
Were you able to keep track of the calendar at all?

No.

So you wouldnét know when Fourth of Ju

No. Some of the guys would say, Al thi
somet hing. You weren6ét all owed to have
write anything down. Some guixad notes, but if they ever got caught with

them, they got the shit beat out of th

So you werenodt even able to even know
came around, did you?

! Holy Rolleris a term for some Protestant Christian churchgoers of the Holiness and Pentecostal traditions.
The term describes dancing, shaking or other boisterous movements byattemdees who perceive
themselves as being under the influence of the Holy Stittps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy Roller)
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They had a robulgmowdleaw it hedpynkept track
my department (laughs). | was looking out for myself, mostly.

Do you remember any of those days, tho
Christmas today?o

They said it was Christmas Day. Yeahemember that, but the Catholic

holidays,anything likethat | dondt r emember anything
waseé It wasnbét no interest to me becau
saying prayers, |l guess. Thatodos what |
thought.

So you were out working, whatever the day was.
Yeah, whatever the day it was, Il di dné

Did they give you an occasional day off?

No. Il think we got one or two of them.
youbre days off over thereé See, that
had a schedule to finish that railroad. When we got down near the end, where

we was running out of people, everythi

speedo. 0 It wats§gs Adlulr rtyhaypy . londw was sp
were going out, and the guys who was out there was doing more work. You

got speedo, and they got a little tougher with the clubs they beat you with and
stuff |like that, fASpeedo! off thefsweatpu st op
[ and] he caught you doing it, hedéd hit
something, ASpeedo! d They got pretty h
Hellfire Mountain that they moved.

That was towards the end.
Yeah.

Were hey moving the camp occasionally then, to keep up with the part of the
railroad you were working on?

Yeah, they kept moving down there towards the end of it.

Are you saying that they built from north to south?

Yeah. Theydid allthat When we went out there, the
pegs was out tldogisegu OT Heérywd b ssd@HuUrimy upc
Japanese. You learn a few words. You had to know how to count, and you had

to know your POW, you know. Mine w&oy Yong Sun D&430.

Goy Yong Sun %
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(pause)

Yeah,ichi, ni, san, shi, go, shichi, hachiachi That 6és counting o
You had to know that. And you hadé Lik
take a crbemo 0O ybhatsay fthoil et .dWoerds | iKk
learned how to do them.

Did you get any mail, or did you have a chance to send any mail out?

| got one, one little letter, I|ike a p
happened to that one. But | got two or three of thoseoné hat ¢ | t hi nk
them was my brother 6s.

Did they allow you to send something out, though?

No. They did whetheywant ed to send it out, 1|ike
make sure you didndét sign it, couldnot
anything like that there.

But it sounds like your parents at least knew you were in prison camp. Was

that right?

About two and a half years for each one of us.

In other words, not until what? Nineteen fefour, maybe?

Somewhee around there. I'tds on them thingq
You shoul ddéove came down here. Dammit,
(laughs)

So this was something you were able to finally send out to your parents.

Yeah. It was orgaized by the Japs. The top of it, it was about a-ifind

square. And on the top of it, about half of it, thcgmrters of that fivench

sqguare, there was all typed stuff, wha
well. We are treated right. We haveaaet een i n our organi za
that, thereeée It was all bull shit. It W

down at the bottom, where you coul d sa
to switch my phone. Wait a minute.

Do you needd take a break here?
Well, if you want. | got another phone here somewhere. Here it is.

|l m going to pause for a second.
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IMPERIAL JAPANES:E ARMY

I'arm interned at The War Prisoners Camp at

Moulmein in Burma.
My health is (good, usual, poor)

-
. have not had any illness,
F (:m) (have been) in hospital,
I'am (not) working (for pay

at 1O %
My salary is

~.per month.
I-am with friends \Q/ ]L | ! B ) rN G ﬁﬂm

4_4_4/}_)’ /y[  § A )[_L‘L C

e I—I”I.
From il ‘_J_ l, Lol nhon:

While Bill Ingram was a prisoner of war held by the Japanese in Burma, his captors allowed him to send this
postcard to his parents in Springfield, Illinois.

_per day).

This is the second postcard that POW Bill Ingram was allowed to send to his parents in Springfield, lllinois by his
Japanese captors. The typed comments provided by the Japanese were largely untrue
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