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Abstract
Mary Yokem, Community Stories - Rochester, CR-A-L-2019-011

Biographical Information Overview of Interview: Mary Helen Yokem was born
January 4, 1948 in Springfield, Illinois to William Oliver and Mary Lou Walker Yokem. She
was the oldest of nine children. After graduating from Feitshans High School in 1966, she
moved to Chicago to look for work. Since then she has pursued many careers in other cities
across the United States. She has one son, two grandchildren, and several great-grandchildren.
She is of the Baptist faith. She never married. After retiring, Mary has stayed active with
many volunteer activities. She is a foster grandparent and enjoys her time tutoring children.

Mary is an avid researcher and has compiled volumes of books detailing her roots. Her
family originally came to Rochester, Illinois in 1863 until the Walker Farm was sold to a Real
Estate developer in 1991. In Session 2, Mary has shared many family stories about the Walker
family and its time in Rochester.

Subject Headings/Key Words: Orange Judd Farmer Pictorial Community Album, 1918;
Springfield, Illinois; Rochester, Illinois; Martin Luther King, Jr.; Malcolm X; Feitshans High
School, Springfield, Illinois

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to
preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the
memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge.
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