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Abstract  
Gail Marquis, Girl’s Basketball in Illinois, DGB-A-L-2010-057 

 

Biographical Information Overview of Interview: Gail Marquis was born on November 

18th, 1954 in New York, New York. She graduated in 1972 from Andrew Jackson High School 

in Queens, New York. Marquis has been playing basketball since the age of twelve, starting out 

at her local church and then moving on to high school and later collegiate level basketball. She 

played basketball for Queens College from 1972 to 1976, but dropped out of college in 1976 to 

play in the professional leagues. She later came back in 1980 and received a B.A. in physical 

education. In 2006 she received an MBA in business administration from the University of 

Phoenix.  

 In 1976, after surviving one of the national open try-outs in Connecticut, advancing to   

participate in the national women’s basketball trials at Central Missouri State College, Marquis 

was selected to the 1976 U.S. Women’s Basketball Team. She was one of twelve players 

selected to the team, one of only four African-American women selected. The 1976 Summer 

Olympics (held in Montreal) marked a milestone for women’s basketball, as they were the first 

Olympics in which women’s basketball was played. The U.S. team won 3 out of their 5 matches, 

allowing them to take home the silver medal. Following the Olympics, Marquis played for the 

French Federation of Basketball, and then played for the United States World University Games 

Team in 1978. She then came back to the U.S. to play for the New York Stars and the New York 

Gems in the Women’s Professional Basketball League (WBL).  Marquis views her experiences 

and those of her teammates at the ’76 Olympics and in professional basketball as having helped 

to prove the merit and professionalism of women’s basketball in its earliest stages of 

development. 
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Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a transcript 

of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to preserve the informal, 

conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library 

is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave 

these for the reader to judge. 
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