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city government.  
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Abstract 

 
Rudy Davenport 

Springfield African-American History Foundation Project 
 

Biographical Information and Synopsis: Born in Crawfordsville, Georgia in 1928, 

Rudy Davenport and his family moved to Chicago the next year. He grew up in Chicago, 

graduated from Roosevelt University, and moved to Springfield in 1966. He worked for 

the State of Illinois and became a member of the NAACP, serving as president for several 

years. He was one of the plaintiffs in the voting rights case that changed the structure of 

Springfield city government. When Habitat for Humanity began to build houses in 

Springfield, he became an active volunteer and served as president. He discusses the civil 

rights movement, and the inequalities present in the American educational system and 

NAACP efforts to alleviate the problem locally.  

 

Topics Covered:  Springfield voting rights lawsuit; NAACP; Habitat for Humanity; civil 

rights movement; affirmative action; reparations; racial inequities in education; southern 

migration to Chicago 

 

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a 

transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to 

preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The 

Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the 

memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge. 
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