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Abstract
Joanne Osmond  Agriculture in Illinois AI-A-L-2011-044

Biographical Information Overview of Interview: Joanne Osmond was born on August
16th, 1948 in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. She graduated from high school in Avon Grove,
Pennsylvania in 1966. In 1970, she earned a Bachelor’s in Science degree from Purdue
University and in 1995 a Masters in Business Administration from Webster University. She
worked many years for Abbott Labs and now runs her own web company. Joanne is in her
twentieth year as a school board member. The first four were spent for Antioch High School
Number 17 and the remaining sixteen for Lake Villa Elementary District number 41. She was a
co-chairman of the Committee of 10 which in 1994 tried to create a unit District for Lake Villa
township. This question impacted twenty-three school districts, with six districts being directly
impacted: Antioch High School #17, Grays Lake High School #124, Antioch Community School
District # 34, Lake Villa Educational School District # 41 and Millburn Elementary School
District # 24. This referendum was unsuccessful. Osmond is also active with the Illinois
Association of School Boards.

Subject Headings/Key Words: Dual Districts; Unit District; Regional Office of Education;
school reorganization and consolidation; Committee of 10; school ballot referenda; school
attendance centers; high school construction; property tax rates; state-level school incentives;
Illinois House Bill 1216 Commission; Illinois Association of School Boards

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to preserve
the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The Abraham
Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for the
views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge.

COPYRIGHT

The following material can be used for educational and other non-commercial
purposes without the written permission of the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library.
“Fair use” criteria of Section 107 of the Copyright Act of 1976 must be followed. These
materials are not to be deposited in other repositories, nor used for resale or commercial
purposes without the authorization from the Audio-Visual Curator at the Abraham
Lincoln Presidential Library, 112 N. 6th Street, Springfield, Illinois 62701. Telephone
(217) 785-7955



