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DePue: Today is Monday, April 30, 2012. My name is Mark DeHFbigector ofOral
Hi story with the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library,
in theLibrary with Gene JaegeGood afternoon, sir.

Jaeger: That 6 s[J0xgert lwythe way; thed

DePue: Jaeger.

Jaeger: Jaeger, yes.

DePue: Boy, wedre starting off on the wrong foot! Sorry about

Jaeger: (laughter) All right. You got my name right, and good afternoon.

DePue: Is it Gene, or were you named Eugene ta stéh?

Jaeger: Yeah, on my birth certificate t Eugene, but | use Gene exclusively and |

would hope you would do the same.
DePue: Okay, we will do that, then. Tell me when and where you were born.

Jaeger: | was born in Ottawa, lllinois, which is a tovan the lllinois River between
Peoria and Chicago, on October 6, 1920.
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DePue: Tell me a little bit about your family. How did the family get to Ottawa in the
first place?
Jaeger: In spite of the German nagiet 6 s an | rish family, so most of them came

County Carlow We know that some of them landed in New York at the

beginning of the Civil War. Why they happened to come to LaSalle Caunty

dondt know, but many of the Irish were coming over at
the famine They were taking menial jobsuch as canal digging. | think my

predecessors were canal diggers on the llliMichigan Canalfrom Chicago

to Peru on the lllinois RiveSome of them became farmers, but the

i mmi grants, the ordefgouwahttogpfurthédd t al ki ng about

DePLe: What was your father doing at the timeenen you were born?

Jaeger: It says on my birth certificate that he was a candy salesman. Now, | never
heard that he was doing anything like that, and I find a lot of the records were
rather slipshod at the timele certainly became a bank teller in an Ottawa

bank shortly after | was born. I dondt know about this
business.

DePue: What 6s your fatherdéds name?

Jaeger: Justin J. Jaeger.

DePue: JJJ.

Jaeger: Thatds right.

DePue: I &m sure thaant. wasnodét by acci

Jaeger: Unh-uh.

DePue: Okay,-eindtdas @kay. And your motherds maiden name?

Jaeger: Her name was Bl anche, mi ddl e name Dor ot hy, I believe,

German, $-h-o-t-t.

DePue: Well, you mentioned befordaeger sounds very German, and got some
German on your motherés side anyway, huh?
Jaeger: That és right, on b peightgreatgrahdparenBMiavat do we have
five Irish and three German, but | gbe German name.
DePue: Okay, very good. You said your father was a barlkrteDid he stay in that
job?
Jaeger: After few yearsafter Iwas bornrhedt hr ough some political connection |1 6m
not familiarwittb he got a j ob wit h.Thelstate st ate audi tords office
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auditor was from Geneva, lllingiuthis job took him to Springfid, and
thatdéds where our family moved in 1923.

Is this the auditor of public accountt the time?

Exactly.

Now, what is that todaypecauseve dondt have 2?2 hat office anymore
Thatds right.

Il's it the owemptroll erds of fi

Financialinstitutionsenters into it, the Department of Financial Institutions.
They may have even changed thaithe was acting head of that department
athis retirement.

Okay. Well, that came quite a ways after when you were bbrm | s ur e .
That 6;4 hait@lst ri ght . I I'ived in Springfield for about fi

Before we get to the point whérd know the family moves to Geneyd
wonder if you can give me a character sketch of your father and then your
mother.

Well, my father was a very bright man. Also, he was a musician. He could

play the piano and sing and actually did sing on a stage a few times back then.
A few people remarked on itle was considering going &m esterncollege,

but he met thisgqunger girl and married hefhey had a family and sbe
wasworking at a bankiHe lived in Ottawa, lllinois, where he was born in

1893 and he stayed there until 1923, when he took his young family to
Springfield.We lived in various locations in Spririgld, when my memory

was coming on the scene.

Did he have your typical Irish sense of humor?

Yes, he did. Yes, he did. He was very humorausjmorous man. He liked to
tell stories, and he was good atAs a matter of fact, he did someitivrg, but
never published.

Well,thent hat 6s where you got your writing bent.
Very possibly.

Now,we dr e going t o ,siredvementiomedthidtdosvant at er |, but
to mention into the record right now that the reason Irgttuch with you in

the first placé I think you found meButyou have written a boolentitled

Flat-Bottom Odyssey: From North Africa teDay. Sq we are going to be
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talking about your life and career, the time you spent in the Navy during
World War Il on a flatbottom boat, otherwise known as an Lfs@nding
Ship-Tank].

That is correct.

And ités a fun book to read.

Thank you.

|l got a way to go on it yet, Gene, but itbés f
then?

Her nane was Blanche Dorothy Schottc$h-o-t-t, and her father was a

butcher. He was Germa@harlesSchott.He was kind of a migratory butcher,

you might say, because | know he worked at least three places in Chicago and

other towns in the statéle worked fo one of the early chain stordswas

unusual back in those days for anybody to have a business lotatede

than one pl ace. It wasndt entirely out of the
of it. Buehler opened a butcher shop in Ottawa, lllinoismabt 1912, | et 6s

say, or later, an€harlesSchott was manager of ithat brought Blanche

Dorothy Schott and Justin J. Jaeger into the same town at the same time.

guestion

How would you describe your motherdéds personality?

She was an excellent homemakShe also had some musical talent, but she
was so devoted to raising seven children that
fiaway from the familg stuff.

Well, that answers my question about brothers and sisters. Where did you fit
into this mix of seen?

Number two man. | had an older brother by the name of Jack.
How much older was he?

Jack was born in 1918, and | was born in 1920. | gtessand a half years
actually.

1918 Was your father a World War | veteran?

My father was not eligible for the draft at that time. He was one of the victims
of the flu epidemic that hit so hard. And one effect of the flu aftdck d on 6 t
know if this was usual or n@tbut he lost a lot of his hair. He was very bald

as a very youngnan. But he was not eligible for the draft.

Yes. | think that influenza epidemic, 19171918, was probably the worst that
webve had in modern memory.

she

di dn
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|l ve read that the casualties exceeded the military ca

Yeah,th at 6 s emstgndingntab. Okay. You lived in Springfield in what
years?

1923t0 1928.
Well then, what happened in 19287

The Auditor of Rublic accounts felt it was necessary to open a northern

lllinois branch, and he just happened to own &ding in Geneva, lllinois,

which suited his purpose perfect8o, he rented the building to the State of

lllinois and established the northern lllinois branch ofdheat e audi t or 6s
office, managed by a young Justin Jaegko moved his family to Geneva.

He was manager of the branch office already.

Yes.

And you wouldobve been eight years old at the time?
Yes.

Do you remember much about that move?

I can remember | eaving Spri regweieel d. Wedre all in the ¢
not as widely owned then as they are now, and most of the traveling he did as

abankexamin& !l di dndét menti on, J|eemmhngavel ed all over 1l Il inoi
bank® alot of that was done in a state cdriven by state chaufte. And

when we went to Genv a thatdéds the way we travel ed. | remember t
chauffr 6 s name was Roy Wagner. Why | should remember that
know.

I was going to say, youbve got a heck of a memory to r

Yeah. (laughter)
Tell us a little bit abouGeneva, because that factors large in your life.

Genevamy memories are fully on the line by this time because | was in
second grade when | went up thdreMay of 1928 | was in second grade.
Geneva was a town of 4,200 people on the bank dfeleRiver, thirtysix

miles west of Chicagd he river towns up there all had mill dams, which is
rather important because it gave them an industrial charadieh mixed

with the agricultural character of the farmland around thiEmey also had

ad whatdo you cald commuter town, that kind of character, because a lot of
people commuted to Chicago and worked in offices in the Logpv&bad

the commuters and the farmers and the industries.
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DePue: | imagine at thistimei t 6 s st ri ct | yottr aitnr? commuting, i s
Jaeger: Yes, it was. Hardly anybody drove, and the train service was damn good, too.
DePue: Well, we 6 r mowtadpy o u bveddn Geneva for one ye&r1929

September, Octobérthe bottom drops out of the stock market, afwd the

next ten yearghe United States is going to go through the Great Depression.

It didndt occur to me:wanitti la Imiwiaust er,e ahdeidnsg ay obuarn kb o o k
examiner. The banking system in the United States went through some terrible

times through the early 3 .M thatplay out in your family? Do you

remember any of that?

Jaeger: Yes, | do. He traveled widely, and he was under great strain because the result
of a lot of examinations then wergalk out the front door and put a sjgn
fiClosed on the bank, that it was oaf business. He did a lot of thatou
probably see a lot of these small, concrete banks throughout theThtatey 6 r e
all converted to tearooms or whatever n@ut, he would examine those
banks, angif their assets and liabilities did not have a prdpeancehe

closed them.
DePue: He had the authority to do that?
Jaeger: Yes, he had that authority. Antknow by thedepthof the Depression, which

| always take to mean 1932, he was pretty exhausted. | rememeltenk six
weeks off and went up tolakein Wisconsin. We went up there and spent the
summer. He was laid off because of exhaustion.

DePue: Well, a lot of these banks were rural banks, were farm bankspboolurse
the farmers were really struggling, and oftentimes the banks would have to
seize land, too, as well. Did he talk about any of this stuff with you guys?

Jaeger: No, not much. He wasndét exactly silent on the subject,
him talking much about it. | should point out that there are two charters for
banks in the Sta of lllinois. At the timethere werenational banks and state
banks, depending on where the charter came f@froourse, he audited state
banks or investigated theide did mention to me once that the examinations
were very abrupt. The crew would pirito a town five miles away and spend
the nightthereTh ey 6d dr i ve d omvantheympened theadodt , and
in the morningthe examiner fell right in, closed the books, cedtihe
casl®d takeit from there, you know.

DePue: Oh, t he b anrkkewasecoming. ot awa
Jaeger: Exactly.
DePue: Wow. | imagine that the bankers (laughter) feared these auditors when they

came in, then.
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I can recall hintiting one suicide. When these guys walked in the front,door
the guy went in the back room and shiomself.

Wow. But you mentionedalsgh e di dndét tal k about it mu c h .
Not the details of the banking. He might tell us about what the town was in,

whether they had a baseball team or how the fishing wasadiually the

credits and delst , no, we didnot get into that.

How many brothers and sisters were there by thisttid®@32, say?
There were four of us, three boys and one girl

Then there was quite a spread on the kids in the family?

That 6s ritghitnk,l to vastdlded 3neXt35wasandordm 1.

were all three girls.
(laughter) Spyoudre goneby thetime the girls were ruling the roost, huh?

My Dbr ot her wo u-twd@herehis bttt sister waw lgom tsy it
was a pretty god spread, yeah.

As far as you and the other kids were concerned, were you living through a
depression when you were growing up?

No, not in any way because he drew a sal@inat was back in the days of
what they calledthe spoil systemYou may have heard ¢hat when a new
party came inyou fired everybody and put in your own buddiésey do that
to some extent now, | guess. But he managed to survive these changes of
party, although the roughest step was 19&#n the big change from
Republican to Democrats, when Roosevelt was elected.

Yeah.l know thatLouis Emerson was the governor prior to that dnfee was

aRepublicadt hen Henry Horner got el ected in

he died in office in94Q

T h a tordest Ad Henry Hornerentersintd he descr i pti on
been mentionedhe religious angléere but my father and mother were
devout Roman Catholic3hey raised their family that wayhen Emerson
went out and Horner came in, Dad was ou @b, practically he tells my
brother he was packing, cleaning his desk and wondering what to do. The
local priest was aware of the situation and talked to the local bishop, who
talked to the local cardin&lor was it Cardinal Mundelein at the tithavho

was not only a religious leader, he was quite a political faBuar to make a
long story short, the Catholic bishop talked to the Jewish governor, (laughter)
and theymayhave set this thing ug’he young man kept his job, and | got my
three meals a day

her e.

They
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DePue: (laughter)From what you said before, you and the other kids were kind of
oblivious to most of that?

Jaeger: Di dnot know about it . | point out , | t hink, t hat | di d
wearing castoff clothes that | recognized as belongimgyt@ousin a couple
yearsagoThat 6 s about all I remember. I lived in a smal/l t o
the bread |Iines or anything |like that. Most people did
they all seemed to be living in hous&me of my contemporaries would
havetonove out of their parentsd house, particularly if i
and move in with their grandparents. | saw some of that. But actual starvation
in the citiesyeah,bul di dndét see it.

DePue: You mentionedh pretty strong Catholic background. Didwgo to public or
private schools in those early years?

Jaeger: Both. | went to the public school when | came to Geneva, but a Catholic
school opened in St. Charles, and | went to there in sixth grgdeduated
from there. | went to a Catholic high sat in Aurora and graduated from
there and went to Notre Dame University.

DePue: Oh, Catholic all the way down the lirghen,after that?
Jaeger: (laughter) Right, oh yeah.
DePue: | wanted to spend some time on Marmiand military academy especially
But,l et 6s back up a |little b&GRarinDo you happen to recal/l
Chicago in 0633, 63472
Jaeger: Yes, | do recall thatit was there two years, you know. It was successful the
first year, so they held it overand here was a second year. | was weebr
thirteen years ol d. I dondt know if youdbve ever heard

very risqué show in there, nuditywent in there with some older boys one

day, and we were admitted to the show. He& washat we were to draw. It

was an art show, drnwe were given charcoal pencils and a piece of white

paper to draw anThen the girl would come out and strigot quite daugh

from my buddies becausehen we cameopyt t t urned out |1 6d drawn a very
good picture of her head at that time. (laughitenjas kind oft he | aughds on

me.

DePue: Okay. Tell me mor e abogotochurthenSurdayi | yds religious |ife
and going to the Catholic schools? Was that pretty much the focus?

Jaeger: Church on Sunday was mandatdBgckin those daysno meat ora Friday
was mandatoryMy father even went to church every day. There was a
monastery in Genevathathadachgpet 6d go t o the chapel and then catch
his train for Chicago, where his office was.

DePue: Did you get to be an altar boy?
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Jaeger: Absolutely | can still give you a little Latin f y o uléad. | i ke
DePue: (laughter) Was that part of what was expected of you?
Jaeger: Oh yeah, sure. Both my brothers and myself were altar boys. That was
expected.
DePue: Okay. That gets us up to the high schggdrs! 6 d | i ke to have you tell me

little bit about going to Marmion. Is it Marmion Military Academy? Is that the
proper name for it?

Jaeger: Yes, it is.
DePue: How did you end up going there in the first place?
Jaeger: Well, that was Fox Valley High 8ool, run by the bishop of the Rockford

diocese in middié 3 @hen things weratrock bottom The order of

priest® | think they werefrom Kankakeé they ran out of moneyust like a

|l ot of other people di dThelashopnetett ey coul dndt do i
hel p. He coul dndét wipe out a C8d holic school in
he made a deal with the government. They gave him money, and he made it a

military academy.

It was kind of humoroyshe first couple years. A couple of young
guys like myself, and kids off the farm and kids working in the shops in
Aurora, all of a sudderthey put uniforms on us and put us in likée were
cadetslt was a long time before it was really effectivéhink. A very highly
organized place now, a big campug,dbmoney But, back thenit was just a
high school building on Lake Street in Aurora and a bunch of ordinary kids
put into uniform. We goSpringfield 02rifles. Does that ring a bell to you?

DePue: Yeah World War | vintage rifles.

Jaeger: Yeah.

DePue: Did you have officers as instructors?

Jaeger: Yeah, one, a major. He was a West Pointer. And he had a lieutéfeahtad a

private whoodd b e e mBaclliothepgacaiimetAyny,i n Panama.
Private First Class was something of a rgmither than not vy much of a

rankd was better than being what they call a buck private, you knowwut

had aPrivate, aLieutenant and th®lajor. the West Point gang.

DePue: But you said this is also a Catholic institution?
Jaeger: Yes.
DePue: Did you have priests orraun there?
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Yes, priests of the Benedictine order.

Sq was it more of a military academy or a Catholic high school?

I 61 | never know.

(laughter) Youdre elusive on that one, huh?
Yeah. (laughter)

Had a strong mixtre of both?

Well, we did both, sure. We went to chapel, and we went out in the field and
drilled. 1 guess it was a pretty good balance.

Was it a livein schoo) aboarding school?

Partially. It developed more that way. They brouigh& new order of priests,
and they bought a lot of gltivo story frame buildings along Lake Street
there, and put the baders in thereWe were the day students and a little
friction between us. But they were smaller. Probaaibyput a third of it was
boarding schoolandtwo-thirds of it was day school.

Any stories you remember from those years you were in Marmion?

Yes (laughter)We had the usual conflict with the military, which the young

students di dnoét t aktlointLewenantandrivate s | vy, but the Wes

all did. One day | was probably an instigator in this thihga bunch of us

senior® acouple of us had cadsandwe di dndét show up to class at all . We
went into Chicago,ghuckle$ and we went to the theatéil the theaters hd

vaudevilletype showswith them at that timeéwWe went into one of thos@o

big deal, nothing vey but the major was furious. (laughter) He called it a

mutiny! But there was nothing they could do about it. We all graduated about

four weeks later.

The typical public perception of kidlshogo t o mi | itary schools is that theyor

disciplinary problemsthey need some structure in their life, et cetera. Was
that the case for you or for the other kids going to Marmion?

| missed that. They were g what?

Well, oftentimesif you had a kid who had some trouble in his, lifeey
would send him off to military school.

| believe some of the boarders were that way. The day studen®hatwas
their school anyway. They were going betlocal Catholic high school. They

woul débve gone there no matter what. Some of the boarde
di fficult cases, but | donot remember any unusual even

10
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Did going to a military school and high school whet your appetite for serving
in the military?

No way. (laughter)

Just the opposite?

We didnét take it too seriously. See, I was a platoon
t hat amounted t o, e X ¢ lespad inffrontdofad n 6 t stand in the ranks

platoon. Butt h awthal we were required to do. We were required to go to

mass we were required to take drills, and we didsit, nothing seemed out of

the ordinary when youdre that age.

You said that Marmionédés in Auror a, right?

Yes  pot dnewpig camp s . I t 6 s arhelcanpusisewddn n o w.

Butterfield Road.

And the familyés Iiving in Geneva. How did you get to
Well, we used to hitchhike mostly, and a couple of the kids droveRatbe

time | got to my sophomore yeany brother was a senior. My father bought

us a car , forty bucks, and quite a car. It was a 0626 C
convertible. We used to call thewuringc ar s, di dnét they? Cars that had disc
wheels beautifulthing.

Must 6ve been gplethenl ar wi th the

Oh, yeah, (laughter) we sure were. We sure stood out.

run a cheap @k of my classmates borrowed the car one dé#iout my
permission It had thestick shift, of course, and he stripped the reverse gear.
We gd it home The police stopped umncebecause we had tedriving

forwards when we s houlBdtnylrothereveassa goi ng backwar ds

pretty good mechanitVe went to a junkyard and bought a transmission, and

he gave us the t obutyuowesalentsfaiivde cfieThatkse. o t
We took it back and propped it up, and he took the old one out and put the

newoneinl 6 m j u s twhatwouldnt kostryay o replace a damaged

transmission now? We did it for sevetftye cents, plus labor. (laugif) But

that car served us well.

What were your favorite subjects going to school?

al |

I candt say | really had one in high school, b

school and high school, and | always read heavilyl Bad a lot of books
uncer my beltBut,l canét remember any particul ar
appealed to me.

11
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DePue: Did you get involved in any extracurricular
activities?
Jaeger: | was a football player. Gene in a football
stance, in 1936
DePue: A good football player?
Jaeger: Fair. Fair. | was first sing. More to my liking and _:, ':,

this had nothing to do with colledel was a hockey ,.“
player. | played hockey all my life, anohatter of -
fact, | played hockey until | was fiftgwo. Of
course, not that slam bang hockey, but I did play t
game, and | did have@t at e o frefefteds| i
license, too, up until | was about fiffgur.

DePue: Oh. How about a job? Did you have a job while you were going to school?

Jaeger: Oh, yeah. We were expected to work all the tiMg.job in my senior year
was cleaning thesep8ingfield rifles. | was cleaning them, cleaning tiwres
and oiling the bolt mechanism, gradsq | had to put some kind of grease
preparation on the straps. Maybe you know what th&dsmolneor
something of th&t

DePue: Cosmoline, yeah.
Jaeger: Yeah.
DePue: Now, was this a jobd you said you were expected to have ajolasthat by

the school or by your parents?

Jaeger: By my parents.

DePue: Sq youdre drawing a salary for doing this?

Jaeger: Uh-huh

DePue: Helping to pay for your own schooling?

Jaege Yeah, | believe itwentth| égurel di dndt pay much attention to the thin
butl 6m sure it went.lhecersawhie tuiti on someway

DePue: Well, that was my next question. (laughter) Okay. My g

an allowance, either.
Jaeger: No. We caddiedThe funny thingisyou di dnét need any money then. You

didndét get aifhlwantedtwgoe toa Saturdaymight show for a
dime | could probably get a dime from my parents.

12
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With the ease of moving about in a small towith creeks and
pasture and farmland and a river, we could go anywhere we wanted to and do
damn near anything we wanted to. We would get baseball games up on

somebodyds vacant | ot, and the freedom of motion was g
DePue: It sounds liké
Jaeger: But, yo u d heddnady money.
DePue: Yeah It sounds likethe way you look at those days, those were truly the good
old days.
Jaeger: Yes, they wer¢he good old days
DePue: (laughter)Whatdid you think you wanted to do after you got done with high
school?
Jaeger: I didnét have any ideas of what | was going to do. I w

liberal arts my freshman year and sophomore.ydwad to major my junior
year, and majoredin English.

DePue: But, when you were in highschggd ou di dndt rebfarlivhaty have any f e
your future would be?

Jaeger: No, and | di dnot know when | was in college, either.

DePue: Were you the kind of kid who would be paying attention to what was going on
in current events?

Jaeger: Yeah, to some extent. | think | mentioned it inrehé did write occasionally
for the college papet remember writing an article in there about the RAF
[Royal Air Force (UK)]casualties, or the RAF victories over the Gerraan
force | compared them to national league batting averafes goodrather

who checked my paper said, AiThat aindt funny, pal . (I a
on in there is not anything to | augh about. o6 He read n
DePue: But, that kind of reveals where you were at at the time, huh? (laughter)
Jaeger: That 6 s s n @mhatwas domathing happening way over in Europe,

and we read about it.

DePue: Okay. You graduated from high school in 19377
Jaeger: Uh-huh

DePue: When did you start at Notre Dame then?
Jaeger: Gee, 6 8 3 BvaHadréshman.
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DePue: Does thamean there was a year between ending high school and starting
college?
Jaeger: Uh-huh
DePue: What 6d you do that year?
Jaeger: | worked in a factory in Geneva calledECRON.
DePue: CETRON?
Jaeger: And | was on an assembly line. We were working with spmeumatic bulbs.
Theyéd come down the I ine. They were |ike light bulbs,
different function. | forget what it wésa rectifier? Is there such a thjrey
bulb thatodés a rectifier? |Itds a vacuum bul b, but we ha

pieces tohie copper pieces all day long.

DePue: This was just something to keep you out of trouble?

Jaeger: And make some money, too, yeah.

DePue: Were you still living at home?

Jaeger: Yeah, but that only lasted a while. A friend of mine got me a job working on

construction, andeventually | did get a union card as a laborer back then. |
remember it because the real name of the union | belonged to was the
International Brotherhood of Hod Carrieléu ever hear of a hod?

DePue: Yeah.

Jaeger: Not many people have.

DePue: Yeah. Thatoés mill work often ti me.

Jaeger: Yeah, t hat &shapedithinb, and you tafrysit like that.

DePue: Yeah.

Jaeger: We didndét carry the hod. We had wheel barrows and run u

then But, | did a lot of constructiomvork, lots of it.
DePue: Whose idea, then, was it for you to go to Notre Dame?

Jaeger: It was just expected of me, and a great effort from my father to do that for my
brother and.IThere was just no question about it. He decided tltaio n 6 t
know wherehe got the money. He borrowed it somewhere, | giWwbenl
wastold that | waggoingto Notre Damd certainly didnét object. I was all
excited. As a matter of fact, | think we were intense football fans by that time,

sa who would turn down Notre Dameght?
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DePue: Yeah, and those were good years to be a Notre Dame foothadkfzacially.

Jaeger: That déds right.

DePue: Not quite as good anymore. You played in high schbal you play at Notre
Dame?

Jaeger: Yes, | did.  was on one of theThey let aybody play then. Nowthey

restrict the squad to about forty gugutthen they had eighty, and | was in
the top seventy, | think.

DePue: The top seventy, you say?

Jaeger: Yeah.

DePue: Doeshat mean you didnét get to play in the games much?
Jaeger: lddno6t even travel with thmehemuwaedd bgwet | did play agair

the other teamsd signalWewulddlayf or mati ons from the scout
against Notre Dame once a week, and that was a pretty good workout.

DePue: What were the big rivalries with Ni@ Dame at that time?
Jaeger: Pittsburgh used to beat us regularly.
DePue: Really?
Jaeger: Yeah. And we had good battles with Northwestern, and AsniNavy were
always big ganme
DePue: You mentioned your major in college was English?
Jaeger: Uh-huh
DePue: Now, youbve already alluded to this a Ilittle bit, but

were going to do with this English degreace you got done?

Jaeger: I had no idea. Andn my senior yed whenl
was supposed to be making a choice likedthat
December ofny senior year the Japs attacked
Pearl HarbarSo,the decision was magdend |
didndét have to worry

DePue: Wel |l , webre going to
Harbor. But, was your dad just a little bit A
frustrated that you di
do with your life?

you want ed

Jaeger: No, he probably assumed | was going to be a

Gene on his Notre Dame
graduationday.
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teacher. You study English, what else can you do? | do
intended to be a teacher, but we never discussed it.

Okay. Pearl Harbowhat do you remember about thukty?

It was a Sunday. The Bears were playing Detroit, | think, and | was laying on

the couch at homén the middle of that Sundawe had our traditional

Sunday meal, and | was laying on the colidie president or somebody

interrupted to say thahe Japanese had attacked Pearl Harbor. | think we all

pretty wel!/ k n e Wwwaw & farmyething #hai Pearl Harbadr n g .

was not understood by most people. We knew Honolelknew Hawaii.

We knew Honolulu was a big seaport, but Pearl Harbordid mean much t o

us. And matter of fact, it was a standard joke éh&tou tell this guy that

Pear |l Har bor has been attacked, and he said, AWhy ar e
even know the girl.o (laughter)

o

Hadnot heard that osmeewhrefBeforethattihé aught er) That
youwere in college when these things happén&#l39, September, the

Germans attack into Poland.,$oost people mark that as the beginning of the

Second World War, at least in Europe. Do you remember anything about

hearing abot that one?

Well, yes.Infactwe | i ved in big dormitories then. We didndét ha\
we had a hundred desks in one roamd our lockers were all on the first

floor, and our beds were all on thd.had a roommate there, or at least a

clasmate, by the name of FrancisiiBeski.Did you ever hear of hifh

No.

Francis@b r e s ki was a Polish guy. I didndét realize that he
language, but he left right away and got intodPdl.He was a top ace in
Europe.

Sq hewas flying with the Poleonce they got to England?

That 6s r i ght . aPbishowtfit.He findllygotreaptured, It h

think, He was in some kind of a hasde flew so low that he wakidded on

the ground andlaughter) put his own phe out of action, and they captured

him. But he got out. Hedés stilof around. But |1 &dm surpri
any of the Air Force guys back then. There were a coup
think of their names, but &reski would be right on top.

Butafewguyswenti,end of S e.Butmaostofeus, thét &3
aremotegoingn. And hell, theydd been fighting in Europe evVve
Napoleon  h a d n 6hy wdrri abgu’thalgtuff?
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Did you take the same attitude in 1940 when the Germans attackaddHo
and Belgium and France, and conquered France, so only Enegend
standing?

Not exactly the same. It would belLike,s e e, wedre closer to France and
Engl and than we are to Poland and Eastern Europe,
not be a politally correct position, but | think we were more concerned about

what was happening thémot to the point where we were going to enlist.

Some guys did. Some guys enlisted in the brigade down in Spain that was

fightingd Whowas t his guy? namechadndt t hink of his

Franco.
Who?
Franco.

Yeah, yeah. | knew on@ut, for the most partit was more European
turmoild like | just mentioned beengoing on for 100 years.

Before Pearl Harbor thergasan awful lot of peoplgprobably of your

par ent s 6,whgoevereverg concermed about what was goingAmd

there was a strong isolationist movement at the,imme er e we di dnot need to
get ourselves involved with all of that over in Europe. And at the same time

Roosevelt ad some people were trying to position ourselves, becasdar

as they were concerngithey knew we were going to have to go over and do

something in this war.

Thatds correct, a n d Idtehventionistisandgshe d es had names: t he
America Firsts Ever hearof those?

Yeah.
Yealé
So the questiorsé

€ a nwie had two professors at college that were debating that. They were
nose to nose there, and we paid pretty good attention to that.

Which side of theequationwould you find yourself on?

| guessthe best wayto putiit 6 d | i [ksehelp Englax@amd France all
we could just short of my own involvement. (laughter) Actually, when | did

aren

goinl didnoét get terribl yvegbodywdseaingabout it , mor e becaus

itd hell, my whole class, ninetijve percent of themwent
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Sq that was the attitude after DecembBnias,well, everybody else is doing
it?

Pretty much, yeah.

That 6s whatdés expected of me?

Mostofourgys. . . Thereb6s another factor in there, which | do
understand. You were talking abpwte 6r e moti vated to help our friends and
al | that , but ther edsY®@hfeargoldandyowot i vati on in there

countrydés at war .and?édwyongomgtylaylowgraieng t o st
you going to put on a uniform and walk in front of the girls and get your name
in the paper and all that? What would | call tissatu® That was a factor.

Typical young manés pride.
I would say so. Hovong have they been doing that?
Were you in an ROTC program at Notre Dame?

No, they didnét have one. They didndt have one going W
they did have waghe government would take any of us who wanted to and

teach us to fly. joined that program, and | went out to South Bend Airport

There were some civilian guys there, and |186d go out th
biplanes. But when the war canptevanted to join the Navy Air Force.

Why the Navy Air Force?

Becausehat 6 s wher e all my buddies went. That 6s th
went , | donot know. Notre Dame had quite an af
because they turned their campus over to the V2 program right asvagon

as the war started. Our class was thedast and things were never the same.

Thecampus was grinding out ninethay wonders, as we used to call the guys

who trained ninety daysnd you hang officépars on thenand send them off

to war.

But not you. You werendét in that?

|l digendéti nto that. ltds in the book, but do you want me
enlistment?

Well, yeah, but beforehangg ou menti oned the V2 program. Whatodés that?

ltds where young coll ege graduates would be assembl ed,
inland college, ath trained, drilled, and instructed in anything they felt was

helpful. At the end of the programvhich lastedhree months or ninety days,

they were given an entrance commission. ltwas called V2d on 8t know why.
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Okay. Yeah, from here on quhuchof what we are going to be talking about

is certainly something that people might want to pick up the book and read

that, as welll would certainly encourage themto dothat, 8@ 6 r e goi ng t o
t

be covering pretty much dhe same territory, if you don
Wel |, 1611 be quoting right out of my own book, if ito
Yeah, and thereél]l be times that | read passages out o
read passages.

Quite all right.

You graduated in 1942, anchat fappened after that, after you graduated?

Iwenthomeand | di dndt do anythi plguessor about eight weeks b

| had a draft number. You know, we all enlisted in the draft and waited for our

numbertobecalled wasndét padtiaotatl wawondti en any big
hurry to get into the thing either, | guess. But | took a job. | needed some

money and | took a job working in a foundry where | used to work when |

was coming home from college.

I knew | had to join So,l went into the Boar@f Trade in Chicago,
and on the twentysecond floor the Navy had an office thdrevent in to join
the Navy Air Force.

There was an eye test. It was a long, rectangular covered thirdg, and
well, to make it short, there were two stickaidyou would drawthese sticks
on strings At about a distance of sixfestoudd try to |l ine up one of the stick
against the other. ltwasd e pt h perception test, and I6d failed it.

| went out in the hall when | left there, and | saw a name on the door
that rang a bellieutenant commander smd-so. It happened the night before

my uncle had told me, Alf youdre in the Board of Trade
you say youbre goi ng-andsmorliestenadt ook up | i eutenant so
commandersands o. 0 | di d nraruch thoughe |think theymat t e

had just had a drink together earlier in the wdk, | saw his name on the
door, and | walked in there

Hewas veryfriendlyl t ol d hi m what happened. I 6d come in to |
the Navy Air ForceThey canét h a ndfihdesonmathingtoado.d | got
He sai d, Aiwell, why donét you go down the hall and t al
Heds | ooking for couriers.o That sounded pretty good.
carrying top secret orders to Eisenhower in London, something like that.
(chucKes) Sa | went in there, but the |ieutenant wasnot there
very long application for a job as a courighat also was another group of
specialnoc o mbat j obs. I didndét realize it at the ti me. But

about ten days later | canback from the foundryand there was a brown
envelopenot only giving me ordersut it had a commission. | was
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commi ssioned right on the spot. | 6d

was in there shoveling sand.

(laught er ) B ey nilitaey training whdtsoevern e a
Absolutely, absolutelyTh at wasndét unusual t hen.
went in to help, and they were commissioned colonel right on thé spot
ColonelCrown of ChicagoAnd Wilsonof GeneralMotors became a geeral,
didndét he? Charlie Wi lson?

You could be right. I dondt recall

| was at a veryverylow level, butthey assumed that | was to be trained for
noncombat duty because | went in to get this thifig guy never saw mébis
yeoman saw mal/e were all sent to Princeton University for our training,
and that was rather desultory training.

But training justtpkindof put t he shine on having

Yes, that os r japldadtlike as officdr. | meatioried in theoeo k
that, once while | was at Princetphtook a train down to New YorK was in

my Navy officer uniform when | got on the Staten Island ferry. When | got
down to theNarrows | could look out and see the Atlantic Oceand hat

made me a sailor.

(laughter) Now I want to back up just a little bit. You wanted to be a Navy
pilot. This is early 1942. And early 1942, one of the more dangerous things
you could do in the American military was to be a Navy pilot.

I guess so. | heard some of these carrier landirigst a lot of friends. A lot
of the guys that | was going in with were killed that way.

Did it occur to youha® did you want to sign up for one of the most
dangerous things going? Was thatiymotivation?

| wasnot a veryeezleepathwoked. be sacd,

the Navy, and
For a little bit of adventure.

dandl wasndét the | east Dbit bothered
doesnodttharnealndm i ntWherdidodn ifra caerdy wwa yh
problem | want to get the hell out of there as fast as anybody Blseat the
time,] wasndt really

Did either of your parents express any concern about your desire to be a Navy

pilot?
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Let 6sl sheaed .t.0 get my ol d ma@aNdrse permi ssion to start fly
Dame.Thewar had startecand he knew. Al danghahead ai d was, fiYou

with this if it doesndt involve any more money. 0 He di
money to put on the thing.

How about your brother? Jack was a couple years older than you, right?

Yeah. | t & schuckleld Hemas nsy big brogher inall ways. |

followed him around like a puppy when | was a kid. Good looking guy, good

athlete.They were plging hockey on the lake at Notre Dame once, and he got

a body cheolt not a severe one, bittgave him a sharp twistVe went down

to the theater isouthBendand he came back t o me. When we | eft, hedd
gone to the men,06sh Yoouo nkissoagunldodbhtieth ts a i d

make a long story short, he had a kidney removed.

The war comes along, and he goes there toefiise Ar my woul dndt
even talk to him. You know, iwWe dondét want to inherit
probl ems. 0 Those uslikethatbedadse evarybady days f or g
was expected to be in the Army, and it would not be unusual for a mother who
had a boy in the Army to stop a stranger in the street
i n unifor m? de dseéddoytakelailod of Hedt & thebe because
he was a good athlete, looked fine, twetwy years old, wearing civilian
clothes. I could tell a little anecdote intheke donét know i f you want that or
not.

Yeah, because this is something that | donot t hi nk man
remember or know about the war.

He marriedOne dayone of his buddies was going to report to the Arimy

think he was going to Fort Brag§o,my brother and his wife and the draftee

or whatever you call thenand his girlfriend or wife go into Chégjo to put

the guy on a trainend he goes awayy brother walks out of the station with

a very attractive woman on each avmd a soldier coming up, wearing a

duffel and carrying an ordén his pockets t op s a n ddoyoa dod , i Ho w
i t That was a md one.

He took the train up to Wisconsin. He was doing an engineering job up
there.He walked through a trainload of drunken Gls, and they reacted the
same way. Her ebds ,(whkiag i mgalct vy [yamng |l mdrmes, and wedr e
dressed like thisThey wee beginning to push him around before a sergeant
came in and broke it up. They were all drunk, of course. There was a pretty
strong feeling about that. Of course, everybody felt that they should be in the
war, but you never get a hundred percent of angthArot of the guys
wanted to stay out, tooctfuckle3

Well, there aregplenty of reasons why the government needed people to stay
home farmers, people working in the factories...
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Oh, yeah. Yeah.

It sounds like your brother was angineer, or had an engineeidng
Yeah, he was a graduate. He graduated from Notre Dame. He had an
engineering degree, and he was designing some kiaitto warfare stuff.

What the hell was it? Sleds or something like that? | forget, but itchdd t
with travels through snow.

Sq he was contributing to the war effort in a different way.
Oh, yeah. He was quite eager to get in, too. Probably more than | was.

(laughter) Well, thereds.Mappethiot her person that factors
per son d Didyowhave a girlfriend at the time?

No, not...I brought one girl to the prom and went to another gia.. no,
nobody steady.

Sq nobody to tie you down at home when you went off to war, huh?
(laughe r ) That déds right.

Okay.

That déds right.

Then tell us about this bizarre story about getting your commission in the

mail. The thing that struck me intheb@la nd |1 6 m more than happy to have

you repeat stories to me that are in the baskweld but, the thing that

struckmeisyou di dnét even have a wuniform. You were expect ec
own uniform?

Oh, yeah.
How do you do that?

| borrowed a hundred bucks from my father and went into Marshall Field and
bought klakis and dress blues with a single gold stripe, and wore it the next
day. And | was a Navy officer then. (laughter)

That was all thénsignia you needed?

Yeah, thatés all . Well, I bought a cap, of course, sur
bluesThe Navy caps, you could change it from blue to khak
you ever savone. Youcould take the blue liner off and put the khakéam
You didndét have to change caps.

No, | di dnot know t hat.
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Yeah, you could do thago, when Iwent to Princeton, | took a train down
there, and | was dressed as a Navy officelas somewhat nervousiaking
these young militarynen,just drafted themselvesalute me. | wonder what
they would think if they knew the guy was shoveling sand last yweek
know, marching along there and throwing saluteisu¢kles)

Now, | know, when we had our prmterview, you mentioned the humorous
story about Baker School?

Oh yeah think there was an exclusive prep school. You hear the names. |

can 6t df fowénGeotonand thingslike, for people like Roosevelt would

go to.There was one by the name of Balandthis guy graduated from

Baker and went to Harvard, got a Harvard degitde]s houl d6ve been an
officer, but the first personnel guyahlooked at his service record saw Baker

School on there and put himthegalley.

(laughter) Well, at least they tried to make the effort. Normaithy head
Oh yeah, they did.

0 the stories abouthe guy has an engineering degraed he ends up being
an infantryman or something like that.

Oh, a lot of that happened, su¥ou candét kick fhe government either
becausgl was looking at it the other day, and | think we had about 200,000

people in the Navy at Pearl Harbdhe following yearwe had 3 million, you

know.Y o u 0 v te wogkdast. How did they do it?

Well, if 200,000 iscorreétand | 6 m not oquedshat oni ng you on that

woul déve been an incredi bl eithithesizeease from just two yea
of the Navy.
Yeah, thatdéds right. There was just about 100, 000, wasn

Yeah, because b e f o ritevas 1®3@ vEhén the start of the draft occurred,
before the war even started.

Okay, herebs what | wantBaicaly t o kind of | ay on det a
was this classroom experience that you had at Princeton?

All right. The classroom experience was almost negligible in terms of
preparing me for deck duty, which | eventually got, deck duty on a landing
craftor landing ship, | should say. Whabuld it be? We maradto and

from class. We were in uniform, all guys in the same boat | wagirys in
their thirties, men with families and who were already rolling in their career.
They were there to dostorekeepejob, a public relations job, necombat

that day they needetiem th a t 6 svereinhthere.Because | had put in for
this glamorous courier job, | was in a noncombat statusattiwugh | was
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twentyone years old and in perfect health. I didndt bel on
waswith them.And westudiedthings like Navy regulations and navigation,

gunnerg and what the hell kind of gunnery can you take sitting in a

classroom, you know? But we studied all that stuff. And when it was all over,

there was tremendous demaatithe timefor landing craft becausehe

peculiarity of that war, particularly the European side of it, was that the enemy

not onlyheld all the land that we had to retake, but they held all the seaports.

We could not bring the kind of weapons in there that we had tg brito

fight them. We could bring them in in World Wartthey went into Le Havre,

and they went into Cherbourtipey went into Brestin World War 1, if you

got within twenty miles of thoseportts hey éd open fire on you, y
we had to land obeacheswe di dndt haveThalandingl andi ng cr af
craft was designed¥oung men were trained, or not trainad the case may

be And here wecome,out of Princeton, all of us, these young insurance men

and lawyers, as well as mysefur orders sengvery damn one of us down to

Little Creek, Virginia for assignment to landing craft duty.

ou know, S0
t

DePue: Now, kind of back this up to make sure | understand. The people who were
going through this six week course at Princetdergyo u 6 ve al ready got a
commissionand youdbére just kind of putting some fine points
intention was that they wouldnét be put into kind of ¢

Jaeger: As | under st odawas everin lritidgBut, they werehbeimgk  t
trained to do these jobs that halking about They were being given the kind
of training at Princetarso they could at least sound and look and talk like
Navy officers.

DePue: Sa the people who the Navy wanted and expected to be sent for shipboard
combat duty woul diérentkindgobam efficer rainmgi gh a di
course?

Jaeger: V2.
DePue: V2, what the Army would call an O(sfficer candidate schoofjrogram.

Jaeger: Thatdés right. They were the young guys just out of <col
days and send themoutonthe shigp u6ve got to .Bamed it to the guys

of them did a good job. Some of them did a rotten job. But it took a while.

How do you think a chief petty offic

er d feel when
from a guy whooés a college boy, and hed |

l'ing me, 'y

DePue: (laughter) Well, | know how a sergeant in the Army feels about a guy who
went through military academy or ROTC program.

Jaeger: The chiefs, they were really the backbone of the thing, and they were smart.

They understood that the chain of commaad to exist, and this guy has to
pass the word on down.But6d t el | an anlgadubaf e in there about
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line once, andinstead of telling the chief what had tg, b&ried to tell him
how to do it. Boy, | fell right on my face on that one.

Wel | | herebs the part that amazes me for the entire mil
Warlld and | damwesga threugh your storidhis is going to be one of
the threadd but you mentioned yoursethe Navy was small at the beginning
ofthewarlthadgroom i mmensel y between 1940 and December of 641,
now it explodes insize.Sb her e arendt enough chief petty officers, ¢
petty officersofanytypet o go around. Thereds nobody with the exper

to run these things.

That 6 s rwogldbe temping tb taketthe chief petty officers and

make officers out of thenThey did. They called them mustangs. Baltrist,

there just werend6t enougBesofdeshemft o hmykbe eany differen
up on the bridgewho the hell is running thehip, you know? (laughter) It was

a tough call.

Sa I want you to walk throughnow oudve graduated from this shake and
bake course, if | can call it théat

Yeah.
0 from Princetonand what happens after tRat

Well, I was giverten day leave, and Itook a...6 | | be talking very much 1|i ke
the book from here on out.

Thatdés fine, as |l ong as youdre okay with that.

I walk out of the class at Princeton and catch the PennsylRaili@ad back

to Chicagolt 6 s c;Hiooudledin 6t even get a seat on the darn thing.
seat; a lot of people had to stand. Bumention one episode there that would

give you an idea of the temperament of the country at that time. There were a

bunch of soldiers on there, and severahei were drunkOne of them was

extremely loudmouthed and offensivevould like to have thrown the guy

outoft he train, but | couldndt. But one officer, a guy I
walked up and told him to shut up, quiet doWhe drunk looked around. He

didndét seaedaimye MPEhckiptHe old the officerto go to

hell, and it stuck. There was nothing tfcer could do. Sol learned a

lesson there, bgod I wasnét going to throw my weight around unl
the guns to do it, yokinow. (laughter)

Unless you could back it up.

Yeah, thatdéds right. With the US Navy behind me, | coul
next guy.
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(laughter)Did you know at the time you left that you were heading to LST
duty?

No, no, I didd t ., | wénbhomeand | visited my parent$ caught another
train all the way back to Norfolk, Virginia. God, that was painful, standing up
on those trains. That was one of the hard (laughter) parts of thegear. |

down there, and I report to the glufficer He s ays, fAThereds a waiting
roomvedtdown and t he remsgnsin thiere Trey werte hllenr

the same boat | was in. We didnét know what kind of
to get. Along comes the yeomamh o gi ves wus lhdsdignedr ders. Wedre a

to an LST crew, which was training up in the Solomon Isfandt the
Solomon Islands in the South Pad¥ithere § a Solomon, Marylanan the
bayatd

In the ChesapeakeBayou 6r e tal king about. Yeah, wedre | ooking
in the bookhere.

Yeah.

Okay.

at

And we go up there and meet our <crew. I say ités 3065,

crew had a namdhey were just out of Newport, Rhode Island, most of them
And they were mostly kidsa lot of themeighteenThe five ofus, five

officers walk inthereandl coul dnét t hink ®@®dcidedahat to say. (|l aughter)

to call rol; thatoés the best start.

Then the duty officer came along and said we were to go out and take
some trainingvith another LST the next day, and we dide \gbt up the next
morning and took our crew, and we boarded an LST, and these were veterans.
Theyéd been on about éwo weeks, | t hink, before we

That classified as a veteran?

(1l aught er )WeWatcneddhem and carhetback in and,saidi That 0 s
good Wegdrieg to get sThewoficetoftlzeidayil ng her e. o

guess, on shodesentformeHe sai d, fAYour orders are ready. o And | sa
AfOrders for what?06 And he said, AThe crew is supposed
News, Rhode Islandandtkk e over your ship, the LST 400. 0 | sai d, fi
be. These guys arené6ét trained yet.o And he said, dAWell
theydére trained, theydre trained. Have them down at th

tomorrow morning 0 ,4mdl d amned {[We]Taokitkhdktbn 6t .
NewportNews and we went on that ship and commissioned it with a bunch
of (chuckle$ untrained kids.

Untrained kids, untrained sergeant, untrained officers.
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Thatdés the way it was doi,hpeyYooutdonbtd see the paper p
tell all the time. They could Gmake a decisigrbut we got a captairOff
record?

Ahé
Ok ay, I wonét do it then.
Yeah.

All right. We had a captain, and weta couple of chiefsSoowe wer enét
completely abanghed, but we got on the ship. | know they sent some people
down from Washington to commission the shiipey read the paperthe
commander in chief of tremed forcegurns this ship over to your care for

the protection of the United StaéesAll good, flowery stuff We ran up the
ensignfor the first time, our flag, upside down, which was a distress signal,
international distress signal to fly your...

Did you do this by mistake? (laughter)

And | remembean incident thereghe new skipperstanding there with a

roster in one hand and the shipbds organization chart i
messenger up here on the bridge to keep him in touch with the otherSmarts

he turns to a seaman there and looks at the rédger s ay s , ifGo get

Scalamoe. 6 And the kid said, fiYes, sir,0 and turns aroun
deck, and stopped, and come wal king back really sl ow.
Scal amone, 6 you know. (laughter) This is the way we pu

Eventually we took it across the Hampton Roadsoupambert Point, and
then spent about a month loading, it seemed.

What point?

Lambert.

Whereds Lambertoés Point?
Norfolk, Norfolk Navy Yard.

Oh, okay So,it was just a shoit

Yeah,sayingthe Norfolk Navy Yardthatt s j goedt as

Okay, and before we go any farther here, LST is kind of a new creation.
Wedre going to talk quite a bit more in a

I
Butmyguessisi t s not necessarily ttitmed sexi est kind
on, to be assigned to.

tt i
of a s

27



Gene Jaeger

Jaeger:

DePue:

Jaeger:

DePue:

Jaeger:

DePue

Jaeger:

DePue:

Jaeger:

DePue:

Jaeger:

Interview # VR2A-L-2012016.01

ug awk war dBukiticandlo of a shi p, a cumber some

No, itds an Iy,
that you canét i magine, and it did.

services

Sq at the time you were assigned to a ship, what did you think &i$dutl
donot beanmhlLST!o

twasallsonew t o us anywawouldHavedadenadotof k now i f it

difference if 6 d  lga avdestroyer, which was the glamorous ship of the

time. Everypodywant ed to be on a destroyer. I didnét know much
anyway.You can remember, | got my previous training on the Staten Island

ferry.

Did you even knowat the time you were assignexxactly what an LST was?

No,no.l can tell you something about how they came about.
long story.
Yeah, please do. I think thatdés i mportant for this sto

Well, | mentioned to you that there was a need for a ship that could put heavy

weaponry ashore in Europgk coul dndédt be done at the ports. It had to
on the beaches. Swe needeé ship that could run up on a beach and

discharge its cargdhe prime example would bee needed a ship that could

pick up 20 Sherman tanks in Philadelphia and put them on the shore in

Europeunder fire, | etds s ayqdothygidtakeshat 6 s what an LST does.
a certain kind of design, and that was done by a m@hurchill was

i nstrument al in demanding these, but he coul dnot do it
full andd

Winston Churchill?

Mm-hmm. He was the guy pushing for LSTs, butherwéast abl e t o buil d
them. The Navy said they would build them, and they called on a guy by the

name of John Niedermeyer. Now, this is an important name in my book

Nobodyhad ever heard of hinThe correct spelling is in there.

Right.

Niedermeer designed this ship that was 328 feet long and had a flat bottom,
flat, all the way across, fifty feet wide. And that bottom was made into tanks,
ballast tanks, fuel tanks, freshwater targ pumping those tankgou could

put the hull in certain pasons, one for riding in the high seas, one for landing
on a beach, in which you would fill all yoaftertanks and viol your forward
tanks so that you went in with your bow high and your stern low and get in as
close to the beach as you can.

Then instead of loading out of hatchdike the ordinary cargo ship
did, your bow opened yjand a ramp came down on the dry sand, if possible
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This huge garagelike deck, 250 feet long, loaded with tanks, they run out and
run up the shore and attacked the enéfhgt was the idea. Niedermeyer
designed that thing in a week or a day or whateBatthe US shipyards had

to design themselves to make these, and the first ones came down the line

i n é | ¢ Real Harbor was in January.

Or December.

December. Niedermeyer designed it just about that same week. The first LST

bottom was laid June. The first one came into the water in, | would guess,

October , and the first one was commi ssioned in Decembe
that fast.

it 6s a whpndéet d6al an ugly | ooking thing, granted, but
do things that no other ship could do. | mentioned theyeu want to take a
load of chicken soup to Sumatra, you could do it in an LST. It could do
anything.

Well, part of the unknown storythink, and the unheralded story of World
War Il is the incredible productiofeatsthat the American society did.

I canb6t believe it. I candt believe what they did. And
there Because this ship had a flat bottom and ongndnine feet of water,

they could build them inland. They built them in the Ohio River. They built

them in the lllinois River, up there Benecayou know.About half of them

were built inland They built 1,051 in allThat required a hundred men on

eachs hi p, which would be 100, 000 men, woul dnot it? Seven
officers, all in a year It was quite a production. The officers could stand a lot

of improvement, but the ships were designed damn well!

(laughter) Welln ow y o u 6 r e obyeurselfand gaur colleaguad, |
meanButhow can it be anything else? Youbre thrown into ¢t
to perform almost immediately.

Yeah, well, as | said, we did pretty well. By the time we got across the ocean
and made our first landidgthat happened a couple of months laterdtace
were in combat, you know. By that tihe

Well, | was thinking about the timeline here. It was November9a.You

said the first ones were launched in October of 1942. November of 1942 were,
in Europeat least, the first amphibious landings in North Africa for the United
State®

(interrupts)Well, that was at Casablanca.

Yeah. Iran and Algiers were a couple of the specific locations, and they must
not have had LSTs at that time.
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Jaeger: They must not have had heavy artillegither, or tanks or anything like that.

DePue: You mean that they were facing going into the beaches.

Jaeger: Yeah. Well, remember, there was kind of a question of whose side your line
was on, wasnoO6t there?

DePue: Yeah,where Frenchthe Vichy French, yeah.

Jaeger: Yeah. And what they did was | and personnel. They didnbd
they?

DePue: Wwel |, I know they did evemhereavdsl y, but it wasndt anyt hi
resistance in those landings, but nothinglke u6r e going to face at Sicily or
later on

Jaeger: To our way of thinking, it all started at Sicily on July™.@hat thing out on
Casablanca and Iran, we never knew exactly what that was. It was pretty
confusing.

DePue: Yeah,well]l 6 m | u st thatéorkind obpntithimgs into context here.

Jaeger: No, there were no LSTs.

DePue: Okay. Soher e 6 s a qubleesvouid ask Hoav lohgaloed it take for
you personally to get your sea legs?

Jaeger: A day and a half. | can answer that pretty aately. Aimost everybody has
moti on sickness. A |l ot of people donét | i ke to mention
But, for most of us, if there was any motionatgllo u 6d f e el kind of queasy
and lightheaded, and loss of appetite for the first Bay, about non the next
day; you begin to get hungrand youwereacclimated. Some guys never did
Butwe 6 d get acclimated in about a day and a half. Thato
everybody. Thatdés the way with me, and | was fairly re
one guy on thereg yeoman. | remembgare were tied up ak dock in
Falmouth, EnglandSo me body hands out todayés mail, and he opens
orders sending us to sea the next delg got seasick right on the spot.

DePue: Before he even got to the sRip

Jaeger: Yeah,hewasditi ng in a chair in the office. Yeah, but the Na
recognize this. If you were, say, chronically seasick,
We canod6t r ec ogn iheyéaredithagverybodyrwoupdbeo b ab |l y
goldbrickingon t hat . ;lil dwa ®te atso cwor k today. o0 But it was
tough on those poor guys who couldnét hack it.

DePue: Were you considered a plank holder on this ship?
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Yep, mmhmm.

Tell us what a plank holder means.

A member of the crew that was on a ship when & e@mmissioned.
Was there quite a ceremony for the commissioning?

Yeah, | was describing it a while ago, that some peeplesent down from
Washington We got up out of our trucker whatever it wasand got up on

the deck, and the creviosd | donot know whet her they were drawn up

formation or natBut, people from Washingtgmone of them was wearing a
goldstripel dondt k n oBut theyreat soing matersalsabout the
job we had to doThen they get down and read expliditlers putting the

ship in our contrglunder command of the United States Armed Forces and
assigned to protect our country at all costs, you know, that kind of thing. It

was formally turned over to us. We didndét sign
commitment on our part to run this ship the way the United States wanted it
run.

Was there a champagne bottle involved?

No. Ther e patthehaurchingth dte®sr a di f ferent thing. The
launching and the commissioning are not the same cesgramnthey? The

launching is when it comes out of the ydtdlides down the wa. Every one

of those ships was launched with a champagne bottle by ayooalg

anythin

wo man. I dondt know who did ours because it was done
there.

Where was yours built? Do you know?

Newport News.

Okay Andit was LST 400.

Right.

Now, those ships have names.

That didnét happen until aftersee,he war. This steam,

battleships are named afder
States.
0 states, yeah, and the cruisers after cities. Is that the way it goes?

I think youd6re right.
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Yeah.LSTs had no names at all. There were a thousand of them. They all had
numbers. But after the wahey did give themames, after counties.

(laughter) We were the USS Bradley, but |l ong after |6d
Okay. Well I want to find out moreto have you talk more detail about what

an LST is because | think thatdés going to provide the
else we tallabout hereyou 6ve been very good about | aying out the coc¢

mission. How abouts seaworthiness out in the middle of the ocean?

A very, very uncomfortable ship to ride because it rode on top of the sea and

took all the motion the sea had toestfYou seepther ships, your normal

freighter or oil tanker or battleship, they all have V prows, and that cuts the

waves They all set down deep into the water, twefiwg feet or more under

the water, so theydére ri &Thagarduededw all the wave action
bow. I t does n o tthitsitidapsthis lande engedveryaone, a | |

and the mast goes like that, and this deck snakesup and@oveny 6 r e ver y
uncomfortableo live in. And mine and damn near every one | ekeew of,

broke the main deck at sea from rough water like that, cradtezldeck

could be snaking up and down ondhehat the hell were they, thregghth

inch plates that

Theywould break the plates? Really

| was walking on the tank deck, which igthuge second deck that carries
everything and has no compartments Wwidedopen for the whole length of
the ship. 1 was walking along the@nd | looked up and saw daylightere
was a crack in the main deck from side to sidepéned it up and clesl it. It
was broken the night before orheavy sea

We came into porand | thoughtthisi s going to be great. Webre
going to have a weekend of dry dodlw. They tied us upnd drove a truck
aboard with a welding machine on it and a bunch of stag$They laid the
plates down and weddithem and drove offind the game was over. We went
back toit the next day. (laughtefjhat happened to a lot of ships.

We were designed light. We did carry guns. We started up with six 20
millimeters and two 4@nillimeters and a three inch 50. The three inclwg0
got rid of in Europe because it was worthless. It was pointed in the wrong
direction when we beached. It was on the stern, you know.

A three inch gun? The 50 would stand for what?

Fifty-five. Three inch 55...1 forget the terminology now, but we called it a
three inch 58 three inch 55 millimeter, would that make sense?

Yeah, thatds probably about right.

Yeah.
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Now, what were the other guns that you had?

Automaic 20 calibers, you knowThey fired out of these round canisters that
would feed the thing. They were automatic, and they shot quickly.

Basically a machine gun then?

Yes.

Okay.

And a20 millimeteé th at d o mschmgbdddoesat? (laughter) And the

40 millimeter would b& ohgod, you know,as round as ean of tomato juice
or something like that.

But,l woul d i magine both the 20 and the 40 millimeter gu
be very rapid fire, arené6t they?

Oh, yes.

Sq are these weapons primarily for aaticraft defense?

Absolutely. twasanantai r cr aft batterWeddhaved t hat 6s al | it was.

the three inch 50 on the back, whighesumablycould hit a surface vessel or

a submarine thaturfaced or something like that, but we never had occasion to
use it. We fired it in anger a few times at high bombers,dng,we never

came near them.

How about the armament, then? If your design is entirely towards hitting the
beach, how woulthe armament be used when they do hit the beauften
up the defenses, or just to protect whateverés coming

I didnét get that at all

When you hit the beach, the armament that you had, was it useful for that?
Was it designedbor that?

Oh, Il dm with you now. You mean to deal with enemy resi
Yeah.

Definitely not. You know, it was very seldom that we would meet any

resistance right on the beach. We used to get shells from back in the hills, but

onte beach, no. They would never send twenty tanks in w
well-placed shot could put twenty of them out. We had to have the beach clear

before we went in.
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DePue: Okay So,| think we can talk about that in more detail when we get to the
Sicily landing to figure out how that allgoes. Sohat 6 s t he ar mament. How
about the crew? How many officers? How many men?

Jaeger: We started out with sevenfive men and seven officers, and that would be
we had three division®Really noté divisions is pobably the wrong word
But we had what we called the black gafipey ran the engines, and they
were all motor machinist mated/e had another name for theffhey had an
F designationfor Fireman.The others were the deckhantandled the lines
and handtd thehatchesand all that kind of thing. And the third grougere
called shijs control.Think aboutquartermastersavigatingand all that kind
of thing, up in the wheelhouse. And that was my group. | was in charge of
s hi p 06 s. Theenwere abdweventyfive men on a watch. The watch
would come on for four hours, eight off. During the eightoff

DePue: (interrupts)Wait a minute. You said that there were seven officers and
seventyfive men, so...

Jaeger: Mm-hmm.

DePue: But then you said there argeventyfive men on a watch.

Jaeger: Oh, thatdés a mistake.

DePue: Okay, s@

Jaeger: | meant to say twentfive.

DePue: Okay.

Jaeger: Yeah. Youbéd have the black gang that would be running
deck gang would be standifig h e alet@fdookout dutywhen wedr e
underwayTh e ship contr ol guys would be up there plotting t

and writing in the log, by the way.

Wedd be on for ,wvedd heuonsf Bod e&heht . During the
eight you ran your other duty. | would call nmej§ a deck officerprimarily,
because | stood watch, managing the ship in theigg tower. | was in
charge. Butwhen lwas off was a communications officer and the shig
control officer and the navigator. But,tseh at | 6 m tryingd to get <clear here, a
Il &dm not doi thayow primary dutied of theseiofficers was
being an officer of the decktamding a deck watch. They all had secondary

duties, likel had Onetimel woul d be a gunnery officer. Youbre in chéa
all the gunsAnotherwould be what we call first lieutenant, which is kind of
confusing because ités not I|ike the Army first |ieuten
Navy ship takes care of all the deck operatiotise winches and the hoists
and everything like that, the boats. That a f i r st | i eutenant . Communi cati ons,

first lieutenant, gunneryT her e mi ght 6.ve been another

34



Gene Jaeger Interview # VR2A-L-2012016.01

DePue: Did you have a choice in the kind of specific duty you were going tmgeé
youdre on ship?

Jaeger: No. Oh, vyou might | et liketbdo, asndif hecquelr know what youbd
accommodate yqune would.

DePue: You mentioned earlier that the skipper was somewhat experienced?

Jaeger: The first skipperwehad dondédt think had any experience at al

lasted about three weekehey had a verrough system there for thopeor

|, but

guys. The hardest thingtodld 6 m t al ki ng about these untrained young m

and untrained young officer€anyou imagine an untrained skipper? But

they had to do it. They needed a thousand skippers for those LSTénd|y

when youdre g¢ypudvie @dt at s hkmpow what the hell you
you know.

Sa they were using kind of a trial and error thing T hsend thedm
outlf t hey di dinhdety 6ldi ksee ntdh eemhem amewmewher e el se and p
guy i n.hathdppehed en ow ship. Three weeks after our
commissioningwe got a young guyrhe Navy calls their skippers the old
man, you know, becausgeneralyhe 6s a guy whods been twenty years
seaand heds .iAhtheiNavy kids calf him treels man.

Our old man was twentgix years old, and he had been an officer
aboardthe California whemwe werebombedat Pearl Harborin that capacity
he may have |l earned a | ot about various parts of
anything about ship handly or anything like that. And they put this young

6re dc

ut

at

t he N

guy on board, and he did a perfect job for the next tw

say too much for him. He handled his green crew. He learned how to run the
ship.

Wedd get to a poratiwetbeuMeddt ehame@aepnl|l ohs or
tugboats on  Htaké the thing into the dock, you know, a ship 328 feet.long
He made over a hundred landings, put thousands of tanks anohgugist up
their nose and never lost a man. | got a lot of respect for him.

DeRue: What was his name?

Jaeger: Charles Lyden, ty-d-e-n.

DePue: L-y-d-e-n.

Jaeger: Yeah.

DePue: What was the rank of the skipper?

Jaeger: Lieuter]ant. A Navy lieutenant is the same as an Army captain, you know,
two-striper.
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Okay, two bars.
Yeah.

Ok ay, I cand6t remember what | was going to ask next. H
that you had? What was the power that you had?

Oh, we had a pair of GM, 1,200 hopawer], si de by si de. I didnét know too
much about the engin@h, lused tago down there now and thgiust to keep

in touch. But we had two shafts, two scregivevhen we say screws/ie mean

propeller® and there were three auxiliary engines. They were smaller diesels.

They werendét 1,200 horse, .anerallf hey were used to power
wedd get al on.g Weoihb ligkeingandalitHat Buvhen)

wedd need, wewaduldeall fpranether auxiliary power line. | tell a

little story about that in there, to¥ou may have seen it.

Sq operating theamps | would think would take quite a bit of power to do

that.

Damnr i ght . And thereb6s another element | didndt menti on
ship. thasasternanchdt 6s an anchor that is dropped over the ster
woul d t hi rslhugeanch right there t@odntrolids youdr e

approaching the beach, when youdre the proper distance

anchor It plays off the spoolAnd you hit the beachyoudraw it tight so the

stern wonot 6fsl gp earn od wd rhea vter wihregh tyo get off t he
beach, tooYou can backdownon the propellers and pull on the stern anchor.

Wonderful feeling.

What kind of speed could you make?

We cruised at nine knots, and they called that standard speed. | think we were

doing about 102 RPMs. But there is a name, got a funny name fialt it

speed which would be around ten, ten and adadindfl ank speed. That és
everything all oud maybe eleven, eleven and a half.

Which would make you about the slowest thing that basbing around in
the water, didndot it?

Oh yeah, hell yes, becaés@he only thing slower would be an underwater
submarine, |l guess. They couldn6ét keep up with us. But
or eight knots wunder water. Il 6m not sure of that.

The destroyers in that era could make what kind of speed?
Well, they cruised around eighteéBut,t wh en t hey 6d&dle wi de open

understand the Missouri could do thittyo knots. Imagine that type of thing
that size
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(laughter)Whatl know, t h estoks 6f stories about the Queen Mary and the
Queen Elizabeth, you know, the old cruise ships that got converted over to
transport dutyThey were the fastest thing on the water.

Yeah, they were fast. They tell a story about thiétine lowa or Mssouri,
one of the big ones, was going alondlahnk speedand you shut off the
engine, it would go on for twentyvo miles before it would stop. Boy, tiias

momentum...

In other words, you canét stop it on a di me.

Oh, no. | talked to rigr pilosd own her e, and thatodés the name of the game
with them, too. When they make a mistake, thereds noth
Youdre going to hit that bridge up there. The game i s

stopg themomentumnis in control there

Um-hmm.Would you have something that you would classify as a test cruise
for the ship, or was ivhen the crew arrivehnd i t 6s a brand new ship, did
you take it out for a test cruise then?

Yes. | think a pilot took us over to the Navy yard to loadTigen they took

us out to anchorAfter that we were on our own. We went out in the southern
Chesapeake Bay with this new young skipp
we were a couple of weeks, | think, we were outth®fe. cour s e, it wasn
quite as bd as | make it sound. They were a green crew, but we did have a

chief motor machinisiate on thergeso the diesels were runningnd there

was a guy who knew how to make them run., Rurtthe rest of us up there

running things in the bridge, it was psetbuch and go.

er , the one th
ot

You touched on something else | was curious aloaintenance of these
things would be so important 6s a br and new engine, and was it design
specifically for these LSTs?

I think so. Well, designed exclusively for marines e . I candt think of General
Motors kicking out a 1,200 horsepower enginéféor what, the railroad?
Maybe, sureA diesel engineMaybet hat 6 s about the same size they had in

the railroad things, huh?

Could be, but my thought was thiahowinghow to maintain that begstould
be just about as important as any job on the ship.

That 6s another factor that | mentioned in there. I tal
theydre all hicks from t heectondfcks, you know. They were
American yoth, and some of them were damn sh@pe of them wad god,

youdd think he i,heewasdsdigeetl. eHgi mest 6ve wor ked

on it before he got on there, but he was great.

Okay.
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| remember his name, if you want it.

Yeah. As nuch as possible, we want to give these guys some ondtite
credit is due.

He was a young guy frosouthern Indiana, naméghrl, Gar-l, Grabbe, G-
ab-b-e, Carl Grabbe.

Okay.
He did a hell of a jobAnd another guywe had a tinty year old electrician
from Pittsburgh by the name of Johieberand he saved our bacon many a

time.

Did you have anywhat you would consider now ambat drills or combat
training?

Very little. In Chesapeake Bathe Navy would send fighter plane outith
asleeve. Thenwe 6 d fire at the sleeve. We did a |ittle of that

Fired with a sleeve...
Yeah, theydd ttioeplana. sl eeve behind

Oh, okay, a target.

Yeah, a target sl eenlydiditohck artwie But i ght . I think we o
thereds a ,bfgtfachbonghehat we,wmds dndét get and shoul dodve
how to identify enemy aircrafiVe wer en6t trained in that, and we had tr

results. | tell you about that in there. God, it still shakes m® tigink about
what happened in Sicily that night, you know, shot our own pebple

Did you have any practice in actual beach landings?
What in beach landings?
Did you practice beach landings?

Oh yeah Wedid a couple ofhem Beach landingseach beach is generally

different than the last one. Ideally, the beach wouldlbgedsharply so that

as your shipcamejiy ou 6 d h i, dnd drop your saenm alit in the sand.

I f it 6s ,yoemidght bsabhaolt hev@hen you had to put pontoon

bridges dowrand bring them inWe carried pontoon bridges on the side of

our ship. Weod,dvedat tiakteo at h@eraztheand cut the wire and dr
the pontoorovertheside (| aughter) Thereds a ship called an LCM, |
craft. A landing craft is smaller than a landing ship. It was 120 feet long. We

carried it on our deck. Our deck was long and opé#ithe way from the bow

back to the deck house.
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Was thatanding craft mediunthen?

No, it waslanding craf tank |
think, the LCT. Thdanding ¢
craft mediummi ght 6ve been
something else.

Oh, | thought you said LCM.
Did I'? | shoul

LCT, okay. Landingcraft tank

Go ahead. - S
LCT 461 sits ato,p94ds

We lay huge timbers across the higthwartshp, if you want to sound salty

A hugecrane would pick these things up back in the Navy yarth, and put

them on there. Wedd chain them down, take them acr oss
OranHarbor, and all those tanks againWe 6vdid the port tanks, fill the

starboard tanks, put a heavy list on us to starboard, pull the trigger, and that

damnmetalthingwouldgor i ght over the side. Web6d | aunch it.

And that was standaft hat youdd have one of these strapped on?
We did it twice. Yeah, we did ithe Mediterranean up to England, too.
Was it pretty straightforward when you were actually practicing these

landings? Were there any challenges in actually learning how to do it the first
time that yod ?

Actually, we di crebdti ngethamuc hWee xdp edr iien, I dm going to sa\
maybe six, eight timesndalways at the same plaags| recall.

And t heredsi fantohdebeddhh ngasndt right for us, we wou
not hit the beach at all .widerfadd go to an LCT. Wedd open
dropour ramp. Theyo6d drop tdhtedtank r amp. We <call ed it marry
wouldr un off our ship onto theirs, pull wup their ramp, a
they were much shall ower than we were. Theyéd run righ

did a lot of that kind of unloading
Ok ay. I would think another one of the important thing
know howtodorigfit hat there i snétodimhowtoter oom f or mistakes

down the loads. The way you guys would be bouncing around in the ocean,
you donot dmmarbundohihespig. s | i

That 6s r i g b thereimomedthat conees up khe Ifinois River every
now and thenHaveyou ever seen it? The LST 325.

|l 6ve heard about that.
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Yeah, | was on it last year and looking at it. They hala¢es on the floor, and

they have little fastening devicedot! i t t | e, t heyé&aaled pretty power ful

themdogs. Onendwoul d fit in and graflte the plate thatods on t he
other was like a turnbuckleunning up to a fastening on the tank. And &aii

hook them up and turn the turn buglde you had them tigtatscould be You

coul dndt h aGod, n@That prabably happened, probably had

some serious ondut, | think we had...We carried some trucks on our main

deck. We had elevators thabuld take us from the tank deck up to the main

deck, and s®

Would the main deck be exposed to the elements? Yes? Okay.

And wedd drive trucks on theyrlithipk generally | ighter stuf
we had some trucks wigomeloose geam them onceBut,we 6 d al ways
batten down those axlesght to the deckWe woul d fasten them tight. I donodt

remember us ever having anything loose on deekausey o u 6 r @t sor i g h't
extremely important.

Okay. Well, | wanted to take some tim@ u Odere a great job getting
pictures in our minds of exactly what these things are
designedtodo.Sb et 6 s now talk about getting overseas.

All right. After a sporadic training and a lot of time loading in the

Chesapeakeye were given the word one day to go outside of the Chesapeake

Bay, into the Atlantic Ocean, form up into a convoy headed for New York,

which we did.We got to New Yorkwe pulled up into the inner harhand

we anchored near Go \Beooklyo Andwe gotsvdrdaitmd, over near
seal the ship, which isobody on, nobody offVe were getting ready for a

European convoy. We knew th&lfe got ordered by signéght to send a

courier ashore to one of those Navy offices down orB#itery there in New

York. They chose me. We putan LCVP,oneofiodr di dndét menti on our
running boats, and | should.

LCVP?
Yeah.

I think t ha ttiaswe thihkeofvheh veeshink of landimgeon the
D-Day beache3

Yeah,i t @&Hggina oat.
Yeah.

That 6s what e v eThigybsix fibet long,ahbdlaeacthp instead rof
a bow.

Yeah, LCVP, landing craft vehicle and personnel?
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Jaeger: Exactly. We carried two. Some of them carried six.

DePue: Sq you had two of thee. You had one LCT.

Jaeger: Well, that was just a passengtre LCT. We carried it from New York to the
Oranand popped it off the sooner the better.

DePue: But the LCVPs, yoéd always have two as part of the ship coan@n®

Jaeger: Yeah, t hedidaheistaaleddavitse Some people call thehvits,

but we call them @its. They are heavy hoists to throw down and hang out

over the side. Youob6d dr otheL@WPsand cabl e down and hook on
pick them up and bring thermboard | got a story bout that. We had a

collapse on one of them ontteough But we were talking about New York,

werenodt we?

DePue: Yeah.

Jaeger: And, with the LCVR | went in. | got the orders, brought them back to the
ship, and they were pretty much what we expedtext we were to form up
with convoy MKB2, or whatever you call jthe next dayWhat it meant was

New York to Gibraltar. Thatds where we were going. The
us going.

DePue: Hundred and forty ships?

Jaeger: Yeah. And forming up the convoy isitgian operation. Yoget those guys in

line out there and get yoscreerof destroyersaround it.

But there was a little incident that happened on the way out there. |
was standing on the bridge, and we were anchored at Buttermilk Channel
over there nar Brooklyn | could see one of the patrol boats was heading for
the beach for some reason or other. | got my binoculars and looked, and |
could see a swimmer in the wat€he patrol boat picked him up and brought
him back to the shig @ oftenwonderedaboutit. Washe a deserter in time
of war or some frightened kid trying to get the hell out from under, you Rnow

But, the next daywe formed our convoy and headed for Berniuda
not Bermuda. We ended up theBatt hat 6 s when | did my day and a half
geting my sea legs.

DePue: Sq you did get seasick for a day and a half.

Jaeger: I did, yeah. And most of them didlVe used to carry Army guys, anzh god,
theyodre ;thetydbgseairakti cally green. You could see throuc
theywere just soupseButt hey woul dnét admit it. We had a pretty
experienced youngosun from Connecticut. If we were in for a month
without going out, hedd go on his first watch, hedd br
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Nobody argued with him or made funibkither He knew damn wiewhat
was going to happen.

We figuredl et 6s say your convoy, ten columns, ten deep,
ships, and a ring of destroyers and patrol craftchdsers around them, all
equipped with sonar and depth charges, this would protect us because we were
awfully good targets in the Atlantic. The North Atlantic was really a hotbed
back in those days. We lost, | think, 10,000 men out there during the war, and
God knows how many ships.

Did your ship have depth charges on it?

No, we we ougm Bheyhévea & submariftkeat] could come up and
outrun us, and you have to be able to attack, | guess, totbamy We di dndt
have them, no.

Was there anything larger than the destroyer?

No. Not there, becau8ewhat was in the Atlantithen? Germans had the

Bi smar ck, di dnot they, and. .. ?
Yeah, but that woul déve been much cl oser to the contin
Thatdés right, so we didndét have to worry about that. A

and shell us on the surface. That never happtnes, but we were in a lot of
submarine conflict. What did happen wabout two days out of New York

heading for Gibraltar, the chief comes up and says tha
with the starboard shaft, mainshdh e s ki pper asked him, AWhat do you
neal t o e xsaitd?,0 AWedve got to shut down. o AAnd how |

i
take?0 fiCandt t elWe.calléddthg commadare anditaldt i
him our situationHe s ai d, ifiGo ahead and fix i
engine driving usSo,we be@n to lose place in convoy, and pretty soon we
were out of convoyThe convoy was going over the horizdine commodore

t
t down. 0O
t. 0o And we cut down

sent a destroyer back to cover us. We werendét getting
repair job, and the commodoegl8T.8ooul dnét spare one destr
he called the destroyer back and ordered us to go to Bermuda, unescorted.
Didnoét | ike that. It took us about two days.
| kind of got a test then. | had told them that | knew how to navigate
Sot he skipper s ayferBerniud v@elme, aycoucae do it. 1 6d
lay out a lingout of New York harbgrand mark about nine miles for every
hour we travel ed, and tBermtda. Soigaveme r i ght her e, and here

him a course, and we made it. We got in all right. &nd
Sq this is rot celestial navigation.
We did thatAs a natter of fact, even on that qrialid celestial because we

hada sextanalong With thatsextantyou bring down celestial bodies down
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to the horizon and measure the angle, and you use Greenwich tan@.WWe g o't

a chronometer on there. Ariflyou have this angle at this time here on this

I i n e ,wherehyautadS0o,you get anotheline; where they crosis where

youare Thatodés celestial navigation in a nutshell. We did
the sun qite a bit.The stars, you could only geist at duskor dawn,because

you needo seethe horizon to measuie And that was kind of fun.

| would think having to go to Bermudathere are worse places to have to go
to.

Sure was. (laughtek)e were there ten days, and there were no automobiles

on the island at the tim&o,we were riding aroundorse and buggy up into

the hills, finding fancy little restaurantsou woul dnét think there was a war
going on.

| have a little anecdote in theeabout that, too. | was ashore with one
of my fellow officers who was a lawyer from Massachusetie was a pretty
sharptongued guy. He and | wanted to get a jeep to ride around the.island
We went to the officer in charge of those things and told hinwanted a

jeepHe said, dAawell, |l canodWeptessedhimou t ake a jeep out ther
AWhy the heldl not? You know, wedre only here a few day
ot her end 8ofhet hseaiids,| afinldf. 0 di d something |ike that, thi

meoutofher e. 0 An,dredwsya ibdu,d diywNoouw ,d nwisaittow a n t
happen, woul dHewassitiingtheraan ganadigerfoy the rest of
the war, you know.

(laughter) Some people have it tough!

We pulled out of Bermuda and picked upther convoy, anglistjumped in,
took our place in lineNext thing | know we were going to Gibraltar.

What was the cargo that first trip? Do you recall?

What we were hauling?

Yeah.

It wasndt tanksl dendwtaskmaow whatcktshe buel | were in them
The truckgwere]loaded, you know. Very often we hauled those four by six

or whatever they call them, loaded with everything you can imégiaed,

ammunition and...

The standard Army truckf thed

(interrupts)T hat 6 s rAndwhet 6supplymathea r my . olrhat 6 s
purposen life.

For either of these convoys, did either of them have any kind of air cover?
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Not until we got in range of Gibraltar. | think we got some there becatise

that point the German Air Force was just driven out of North Africa. They

had justleft PortBonaire PointBonaire or whatever the hell it is. And we

were subject to air attack from France because theteint we di dndt get t hat
close that we had tuble. No, we had no air trouble.

| know thaf later in the warthey constructed a lot of light carriers, and that
was primarily to provide air carrier for argub patrols.

That 6s r i ga whatdidtheyball thamhjeepseor somathlike
that?

Jeep carriers, yeah.

The jeepswereart u b mar i ne warfare, werendét they? Now,

the Mediterranearwe needed air cover becausar first night we tied up

ind no, our second nightwe went into Iran And we did getbombed that

night. We got our first taste of fire. We did all right. Those kids all got out on
deck and opened up. The damn thing was out of range. We never got close to
it, but they fired the guns

It was a German bomber that was dropping bonmbgoo?

Yeah, yeah. Thebombed the North Africanoast. A a matter of fact, before

we ever went to Sicilywe did lose the ship, the 338elost near Algeria.

That went to a German aircraft.

When did you leave New York harbor? | think ysaid April in the book.
Does that sound right?

That sounds a little early, more like May.

Well, you mentioned in the book that you arrived in the Mediterranean in
May. So,what was the standard...?

| was in the Mediterraneaat the @d of May?

That 6 s wloaraybe you teldantk that in the prgerview, | think.

Well, I left the station, | would thinkwould be more accurate.

Okay.

I 611 have to | ook it up when | get in there.
Okay.

tfcoul dbve been a mistake there.
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But, | guess the only thing | was leading to here is,thathat time the beach
head was well established. They were well inland. Where did you offload the
supplies that you hadnce you went into North Africa? &g it Oran?

Yeah, we offloaded at Oran. MeesK ® b i r, t hat s the name of the harbor
there. And we did get bombed there that night, so...I never thought of North

Africa as being a combat area that we were supplyitigpught ofit moreas

astaghg area for the attack on Sicily. Thatoés when the w

Yeah, by that timgthe combat was well forward of the harbor itself.

Yeah, | think the Germans were driven tfatpeninsula on the other part of
the cap€lunis, Tunis Bay. They went off of therel think, in April or May,
didndét they?

Yeah, thatds probably right.

We got in there after that, so we never had them on ourBidevhat the
hell, Sardinia and Sicily and all those things were still there.

Well, the next question Igdtand wed6r e going t.8Butlcl ose here pretty soon
wanted to ask just a couple questions of a logistical nature, if you will. Yours

is not a ship thatés going to be going back and forth
over and over agairso, theraevere other larger ships, liberty ships and other

ships that would bring cargo othend thenbefore a major landinghey

would go to the harbotike Oran and you would load up there?

I &m sure there wer e exadly Thea damgkshipsoverd ve descri bed it

untroubled at thapoint. Theycould pull into the harbors that were docks and

cranes in North AfricasAndwe 6 d go back there for supply, to hit the |
But the ships, the liberty ships as they called theamdthe cargaships, they

were coming from all the ports in the United States, and they were loading

North Africa. And we staged from there. As a matter of fact, when we went to

make our first run into Sicily, we had to go ilB@erteand load up.

Okay. Well,he e6s t he teaser for thwee®preople who are | istening
going to talk in great detail about Sicily and Italy in the next session we got

Butl think youbve done a great job of painting a word p
was like to be on these shigad the experiences and the training you %y

Il 6m |l ooking forward to part two here, Gene.

Ok ay. Il d6ve enjoyed talking.
Anything you want to say for conclusion for today?

Yeah, | hope | can get something into this that will tell gpmething of the
civilians in the 1940s. Thatds a story in itself, but
know.
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You mean the civilians that were left back in the United States?
Yeah.
Okay.

Yeah, because this was our nation atMtar wasno6t t he same as any ti me

before or after. There were thirfgsationing of food, and some of the factors

| talked to you about, people resentful of some guys having to do heavy duty

and some getting ofAndt hey di d a wonderrhelod job, but it wasndét Ca
There were draft dodgers, and there were manufacturers who were screwing

the government, you knowhis wasthe United States of America. (laughter)

They netted out. They did a good job, but | get a litttelerantof the flowery

stuff. | got to @t that in.

Well, we can talk a little bit more about that at the beginning of the next
session, if youdd Iike.

Yeah, wel |, | donodt have a | ot of evidence on it. | k n
about it later.

Yeah. Well, | knowthatt hat 6 s one & Trumamoamettchsoormegs t hat
prominence because he was leading that Senate committee that was

investigating some of the abuses in the industrial sector.

Yeah.

Okay, thanks a lot here, Gene.

All right.

(End of interview#1. Interview #2 continues.)
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Interview #2 with Gene Jaeger

# VR2-A-L-2012016.02
Interview # 2: May 21, 2012
Interviewer: Mark DePue

COPYRIGHT

The following material can be used for educational and other nagcommercial
purposes without the written permission of the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library.
AFair useodo criteria of Section 107 of the Copyright Act of 1
materials are not to be deposited in other repositories, nor used for resale or
commercial purposes withoutthe authorization from the Audio-Visual Curator at the
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library, 112 N. 6th Street, Springfield, Illinois 62701.
Telephone (217) 785955

DePue: Today is Monday, May 21, 2012. My name is Mark DePue, the Director of
OralHistoy at the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library. Tolf
Henry, lllinois, in the home of Gene Jaeger. How are you?

Jaeger: I dm feeling fine, Mar k.

DePue: This is our second session with you, and we had a wonderful experience the
first time. We Learned Bt about growing up in lllinois in the depression and
a little bit of banking history and bank regulations, then got you into the Navy,
got you commissioned in a different kind of way than most people did. | know
that we left of6 you had sailed on LST 80 gone across the Atlantic Ocean,
and were in the Mediterranean Sea and about ready to support the Sicily
landings in July of 1943, right?

Jaeger: Thatdéds correct.

DePue: What | wanted to , though,dsbefore we got into Sicily itsedf kind of as a
little background again, tell us » .
about, at that point in time, what E
your specific duties on board ship

-
were. \____

Jaeger: You could describe it as a watch
officer. That means you take
control of the ship in place of the
skipper for four—hour. S,
fouronande i ght of f & ‘sigias SaYe0 U OSr © T
in the conning tower, actually An LST equipped with a barrage balloon
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guiding the ship. Or, if youfoure i mportant, you run the
hours. Everything clears through the watch officer. That would be my primary

duty. The secondarayyouirgpandtwasetheeds a di vi si on th
communications officer and also head of a small group

control. That included signalmen, quartermasters, and the communications
people and the people on the bridge. But, to answer your question, | was a
watch office, and | was a communications officer.

Eight hours o8 or, excuse mi four hours on, eight hours off.

That 6s nor mal cruising watch. Yes, there are more stri
in any kind of a threat you might go four and four.

Well, if 1'6m doing my math right, that means that you we
same time of the day. That was always shifting.

It was always shifting because they broke yod tipe watches all had a

name, and the watches started at what we wouldoall,f o6 cl ock i n t he

afternoon. [It] was called the dog watch. Instead of being a four hour watch,

the dog watch was a two hour watch, so that it would s
never get the same duty two days in a row because, if

watch, ya would get the same one, day in and day out.
Why the dog watch? Why that name?

Beats me. A lot of naval tradition comes from, not only well before you and |
were born, but well before the United States Navy was put together. Some of
thatsuf f has been ardund for years. I candt

So, probably something from the British Navy, huh?
Oh, yeah, and maybe even before theméthe Vikings. Who

(laughter) Yeah, the traditions in the Navy, | know, is much more of a factor

thanit i s, even in the United States Army. When you say
communications officer, what were the means that the ship was able to

communicate?

Well, letés start with the radio. We did have a transn

receivers, butinwartimeyalon 6t use radio at sea very much because t

is a device called the RDF, radio detection finder. |t

metal loop. A man using that loop could pick up your signal and zero in on

your position. So, we didndédt transmit much.
Ourothes yst em woul dédve been flag hoists. The signal men

you call a flag bag right behind the conning tower. The signalmen are very
adept at hooking these flag hoists on. The typical flag hoist would be a group
of four letters, and the letters had nang#®, when youdéd read the hoist, youodd
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call out , not ABCD, but Abel, Baker, Charl i e, Dog, you
now, but t hat 6s, | guess, what you call phoneti c. That
that the convoy | eader usedardforad45 gnal to a group of sh
degree turn to starboard, o6 or something |ike that A f
you that Thereds a flag book with a meaning of the fo
thereds a couple hundred of them. I donét know.

The next thing would be ship toiplcommunication. About the time
World War |l started, a semaphore, which you may havedseeman
standing with two flags, one in each hand, putting on various positions. It
wasno6t used too much because you candt see it too far.

What we did use, and usestensively, was signal searchlight. It
would be about a fourteen inch or sixteen inch diameter searchlight, a regular
searchlight, which has panels in there, which are worked from the side by a
|l ever that they flutter wurpeceddd down. Wi th that, youbd
dit,dah,dit, roger, you know. That can be read for quite a distance at a signal
searchlight. So, we communicated with them.

So, your question was about the people in the divis
Well, about the different ways that you did aoomications.
Yeah thatéwell, |l etds see.. . Thatés about it.

Did you have to know Morse code yourself, then?

No, I didnét, but | picked it up watching the signal me
is reading a searcédlofhtitheSoanbe takét hwsi egedown

the message, heds got to call it out. Heds got a write
t hen, hebs just chanting out words |i ke Abel, Baker, C

used to it. So, | know thati-dah-dit is roger andli-dahis...I forget. (laughter)
| used to know it.

Well, you havenét needed to know it for a few years. R
was that AM? FM?

Now, that I dondt know. This is kind of strange, becau
of the different divisionsh e di dnot have to know a hell of a | ot about
technically. I was a gunnery officer one time, and | d

guns. But the gunners all knew about it. | would tell them what had to be
done, you know, and they knew how to do it. Same witforadnow very
little about radio, but | was the communications officer.

Thatdéds not wunusual. The Navy has built up a chain o
the admiral on down, and these very junior officers are, to the most part,
passing commands on down to the men attoally carry them out, you
know. The technicality is mostly in the hands of the rated, enlisted men, the
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petty officers. They would all have gone to a specific séhapinnery, or
motor machines, or radio, whatever.

DePue: You say petty officers. Inthar my, wedéd consider them noncommi ssioned
officers.

Jaeger: I &m sure thatodés right.

DePue: And so, theydére enlisted men.

Jaeger: Yes, they are.

DePue: Okay. As you move up in the officer ranks, do you end up moving from

division to division? Is that the asaption?

Jaeger: Therankyoudd start out as an ensign in the Navy. That 6s
rank. And then you become a lieutenant junior grade. Now, normally that is
done on merit, | would believe. But, during the war, it was done on the
numbers alone. Yen you get your service numbet forget mine right
nowd but sometime in the course of a year, they would send a message out
from Annapolis saying, everybody whose service number is higher than or
lower than XYZ now moves from ensign to lieutenant JG, digas of what
the guy knew or what hedéd been doing. That was necessa
tremendous demand to operate a Navy that only had a couple of hundred
thousand people in it, and moved up to three million during the war. So, we
expanded like hell. Thelyad to do things that way.

DePue: Well, we talked about, l ast time. [1&dm] just trying to
fact that there was 1,000 LSTs, which would take 100,000 sailors to man
those 1,000 LSTs. Thatodés mindboggling, compared to wha
before the war.

Jaeger: Thatds right. It took, I would think, over a couple of
in the Navy. | have seen &dhe statistics, and | 6m sur e

DePue: I think thatdés probably on the high side. That would b

Jaeger: Yeah.

DePue: Maybe, only because in 1940 they started the draft. So, they were boosting up
all of the services at that time because they saw the war clouds building.

Jaeger: Yes, I remember that. They were drafting, but | dondt
into theNavy.

DePue: Oh, really?

Jaeger: That would be my guess, but this was seventy years ago.
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(laughter) But anyway, a huge explosion, and a lot of amateurs running the
Navy at that time, | would guess.

Oh yeah, sure. Well, | think we may hawedked about this before. The way

they could get them most quickly was to take young men in their early

t wenties who had a coll ege education and shove them th
training. I dondét know-dafy ywoun dsetriol | hear the name #f@Anin
anymore, bt t hatés what they called us, myself included.

Well, it certainly was a term that was used in the Army an awful lot, as well,
because the Army was produced during that timeféame

They probably did the same thing.

They did the same ext thing. Okay, what Iwanttodondxand youdve

talked about some of these to a certain egtdnit | thought it might be

helpful for the rest of our conversation today to kind of go through the litany

of different kinds ofgothraugldthemgandweuhi cl e s . Il dm going to
canteludagain, youbdbve tdabdukyaudantebuswhat t hi s s o me

these ships are. | think | even got some things off the Internet to look at the

pictures. An LCVP.

That is a |l anding chirtgsixtfeetloeghancitl e per sonnel . Il tb6s t
doesnodt-shamedbmw. & ha¥a flat ramp, which can be lowered. And
incidentally, itdés called a craft because of its size.

and was carried. We carried two. Some of them carried six.
Okay. So, this right here is an LCVP?

Yeah, that 6s an LCVP.

Andd

Yeah, absolutely.

Thatdés the one that, anyti medamlifbody mentions the | and
youbdre not real ldt hmat Gex pprrd btapdnplet htirse sarud ft ha
think about because thatés the one you see in movies t

The ramp comes down, and the troops run off.

Thatdés right. There are a modification, a bigger one |
yes. This one carried the troofsh er e was an LCIlI. Wedll|l talk to that | ate
when we get there, | guess.

Well, |l etbés go ahead. Before we do that, though, is th

thing as an LCVP?
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| believe so, yes, because Higgins was the head of a shipyard. He reay hav
designed them, but he produced most of them, | think, in New Orleans or
Seattle. We never called them that, but, after the war, | hear them called that
all the time.

I think t h-Bay®seum,ayd nowithe World War I Museum, is

inNewQ | eans, because thatés where the Higgins boats wer

Okay, you mentioned LCI, landing craft infantry?
Infantry, right.

And thatoés a base |ike.. .| hadnot S
itds a weird | ooking thing.

It is.
This thing right here, down at the bottom. Is that an LCI?

Thatdés it. Thatodéds the LCI. I f youol
a platform leading to a ladder. Climb the ladder that is lowered onto the beach,
and,theoretically, the attacking infantry or soldiers would run down that

ladder and up the sand and make their assault. But, very often they beached
before they could reach the dry land, and they had to walk, sometimes, knee
deep or chest deep in water. Saofi¢hem drowned.

What was the bow like? Was it like your LCTs?

No, it wasnot a blunt bow. |t had a
that . Itds personnel only. The LCVP
one, it had a boyand it just had these platforms running along each side that
the soldiers would file down the platform. When they get to the bow, they go
down the ladder and onto the beach.

een much pictures o

| notice it, on eac

regul ar prow. No v
, you could put a |j

ltlookedliked see i f 1 6d&m usingitheookpsgetiyti ker mt el ogy

narrow in beam, too.
Absolutely, absolutely. | imagide
That would be the width of it?
That és right.
Okay.

| me an , | donot know the statistics
was half of that.

So, weoO6re talking about a ship that
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Jaeger: Yes, and therebés a distinction | might mention here. |
landing craft infantry, and we have the LGT hat 6 s | anding ship tanks. The
distinction there idbetween the C and thé Sanding craft. In my book, |
believe a craft is a Navy ship that is less than 200 feet. The LST was a landing
ship because it was more than 200 feet. You never referred to any of those as
a boat. A boat is something that can be gitkut of the water and put on the
deck of a ship.

DePue: I know enough Navy people to know that, when us landlubbers say boat, then
wedre quickly corrected: no, thatds not a boat; thatds

Jaeger: That és right. Y ®ueer Manadadat, yJwbkeaws c al | t he

DePue: (l aughter) Okay. How about a duck? | think the acronyn
universally called the duck.

Jaeger: Yeah, | donot know what the word stands for, but we di
And itds a regul ar withawalertightthulltThe t s rear port for ms
wheels were on the outside. I dondt know exactly how |
were very unstable. | drove one once. We drove it down the ramp and just
floated around.But, when those things would leave a $hign LST, sa§
andtryt o make it ashore for a thousand yards, if it was r
l'iable to swamp. We | ost of them. But | 6ve often wonde
would think when they first appeared. They looked, what they saw was a boat
coming toward them, loaded with memattack them. And, when that boat
hits the beach, instead of stopping and unloading, it waddle$ambdicomes
up the sand and keeps right on (laughter) coming at them. | wonder how they
felt about that.

DePue: What 6s the size? Hearwy? Dogauknow?r oops coul d it

Jaeger: Not many. Fifteed

DePue: Like a squad or something?

Jaeger: Yeah, yeah.

DePue: So, a smaller craft than your LCVPs would be.

Jaeger: Yeah, it would be I ess serviceabl e. It wouldnét carry
it could move mland. Probably, what it carried, more than personnel would be
gasoline, in what they used to call, jerry cans. Did you see those? Yeah.

DePue: Yeah.

!(Editordés note: My recollection is that floating around made them act |

remember.)

2 (Editor: making them act even more like ducks.)
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About five-gallon cans, @&

Five-gallon cans, yeah. Jefry a n , because mdnausdds what the Ger
i sndt it ?
| think so.

Did you have on your ship, did you carry a couple ducks with you? | know
you carried the LCVPs.

No. We only picked up stuff at our loading point and discharged them on the
beaches.

Okay. LCT:Now, you talked quite a bit about that the last time. LCT versus
all these other things?

Yeah, LCT is landing craft t ank, so itdés |l ess than 200
about 110 feet long. | think it might carry four or five tanks. It had atblun

bow, very much like the LCVP we just described. And the entire bow was a

ramp that would be dropped on the beach, hopefully.

I keep mentioning this all the time because thes
al ways reach the beach. Yodasandmrsmmeen beaches where t
close that are not expected, and those things round 100, 200 feet off, and the

LSTs grounded. | understand they had a hell of a time at Tarawa on that.

e t
her

Tarawa, yeah.
Yeah.

So, whatodés the advayndw@re odothatvhing mwmc L Ci, ggdr
LST?

It had a shallower drgf for one thing.
So, it could theoretically get to different kind of beaches than you guys could.

Absolutely. We drew about nine feet in the stern, and they probably only drew

about three and a half or four or something like that. We had a propdsition

and we used this a Bbtwhere we would get close to the beach, and we would

anchor with our rear anchor and open our bow doors and lower our ramp. The

LCT would come along, bow tioow, and lower its ramp onto our ramp. We

called it a marriage. Our tanks would run off onto the
up the ramp and head for the beach. They could get in with theathdee

halff oot draft, wher e fooedrat.oul dnét wi th our nine

3 Jerry or jerries was the pejorative used by U. S. service personal for enemy G&ufitans.
4 Depth of the hull at the lowest point below the waterline.
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We talked about this a little before: | know that on your trip across the

Atlantic Ocean, you had one of these LCTs latched on the main deck. So, the

guestion isé Youdve otaanldk ende Garbeo ugto itnhgi st oi nt atlhke boo
quite a bit about your lok. 1 would certainly encourage people to buy his

book becaus eFlai-Bofiom OdysseyuFmommerta Africa to D

Day. You published this not too long ago. But anyway, one of the things you

talked about in here is how you got that monster offiefdeck.

Yes. And you want to hear it?
Yeah, please.

Well, one of the characteristics of an LST is management of its ballast tanks.
The entire lower deck was made up of tanks, so the compartments were
watertight. We could put fuelreshwater, or saltwater ballast in there. We
could empty them fast and load them fast because it was important, as we
approached the beach, to void our forward tanks and fill our after tanks, so
that our bow would be at a high angle and right up on thetheand the stern
would be low. Also, you could do this with those tanks. You could void all
your port tanks, fill all your starboard tanks, and there you are with a twelve
percent list to starboard.

Now, on the deck we had huge timbers, and they wei@sgd. We go
to the Navy yard in Portsmouth, where they had a huge crane that would pick
up this 900 ton LCT and place it on our deck and lash it down with the steel
chain and all that and carried it for about a month. We got to Arzou, a place in
North Africa, and it was time to get rid of it. We did what | just described. We
voided our port tanks, filled our starboard tanks, and, one by one, we undid
the lashings. We cut the last one, and that thing slipped right over the side

beautifully, hit the waterdunded back against us, as youdd expect.

were ready for that. We had huge cane fenders, as we called them. They were,
maybe, about four feet in diameter. We had them lined along our starboard
side to catch the rebound. We did that twice.

When we fhished in Italy, we picked up an LCT in Oran and took it
up to Portsmouth, England then. There, | think, we were able to get it under a
crane, and they picked it off.

So, you only had to do the ditching one time.

| think so.

Okay.

| think so.

Wel | | | know wedve talked quite a bit about the LSTs
the |l anding at Sicily, then. |l dve got a map here to
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a |l ot of excellent maps; thatelusasreal |y useful . I | ove
much as you can about that particular landing. This is really the first serious
combat that youbre going to see?

Jaeger: I think it was the first landing that had used all these newly designed landing
craft, but the ones that could run up onlteach and lower the bow, to any
great extent. It was a major landing. It was a major event, and we had a lot of
LSTs, LCls, LCTs all there.

We were anchored in the Bay of Tunis on, | guess, the ninth of July.
We were combat loaded, and we got the worskibout into the
Mediterranean, where we picked up an eastbound convoy. We joined it and
sailed east in the Mediterranean, which had been very calm all the last several
weeks.

When we got abeam Gela or Scoglitti, or one of those towns on the
south coasof Sicily, we turned sharply to port. About that same time a storm
came up. It was really a sharp storm. It was one of the first times that we had
to deal with weather that heavy. It was so heavy that, at one point, our screws
came out of the water. Of use, with the engine drive still on them, they
went into high speed. They kicked up the espeed trip, | think. So, it killed
the engine.

Our skipper, who was no more experienced than anybody else in that
game, he did one hell of a job in keeping tihértg in control. He was steering
with his engines, and the rudders werendét responding.
of the water, hedd have to go stop the port engine and
to try to keep in line. We were heading straight for Sicily at tilvae. We
were following the ship ahead of us in the darkness, and we were still with
them when the sun began to come up. When it did, we noticed that there was a
ship ahead of him, and then nothing else. The three of us were all alone out
there. So, onefdhe ships in our column, in the convoy, had gone astray, and
there we were out in the unprotected part of the Mediterranean.

The only way that we hooked up again was, we could all see gunfire
off to the port bow, and the skipper could steer for thathBytime the sun
came up, we were close to our flagship and able to take orders and get back
into the game again. But we had a bad time that night.

DePue: Were these submarine infested waters?

Jaeger: Certainly, yeah. We had already lost one submariree, tt8 3 3 é

DePue: You mean an LST? You said, iwedd | ost a submarine. o Do
LST?
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Youbre right, my mistake. We | ost LST 333 at a place b
somewhere near Oran or Algiers; it was torpedoed. Yeah. You asked a
guestion about a smarine threat. Absolutely, it was there.

The thing that also surprised me, reading in your book, you talked about
barrage balloons. Was that a time you were actually using a barrage balloon?

Yes, we were.

And what 6s ttha® Firstaftall explam What itfispand then tell

us why.
Well, ités a blimp, a single unit blimp. It doesndt ha
say itdéds thirty feet | onmghcalleorty feet | ong, and it was
(laughter) It was strange to te¢a them because the blimp would be filled at
the naval stati on, and webre tied up at the dock. The
on us, walking, holding it with one hand, and the thing is up about 400 feet.
Hedéd fasten it to our bow.

Now, aboud | 6 m s a yeethtgh @t0®s a guess. But , about 300 feet
up the cable, there was a canister, an explosive canister. The idea of those
things was that dive bombers couldndét come in on a fle
those. They coul dndét get (ardgeballodn00 f eet because, i f we
and the next one had a barrage balloon, they had a whole twenty, thirty
barrage balloons out there on the convoy. He coul dnodt
above that level.

That 6s what they were for. If he did get in, and he
one of those cables, the explosive canister would run right up to his wing and
explode and put him out of business. Thatdés what a bar

They had them all over the place. England had them, even at their bases on the
ground there. Theywern 6t entirely used for sea duty.

We had an incident about that. You probablykdowt 6 s i n t he book. I
dondt know i f you want to hear about that or not.

Yeah, please.

When the wind was at its toughest, as we were heading north on thednal |

the barrage balloon was whipping back and forth violently as | was watching

it. Suddenly the wind was too much for it. It snappebe cable did and the

balloon went skyward and disappeared into the hemisphere (laughter) or

whatever, atmosphere. Strggok er e i s what |1 édm trying to say. The expl o
charge came flying right back at the bridge. | was standing on the port wing,

and the thing was coming right at me, | thought. | dived behind a gun tub for

protecting, and it landed in the LCVP, which was mphie davit. While

(laughter) | was wondering what the hell to do about it, some seaman ran up

theréd | guess, he took a clipper with hdmand cut the cable and threw the
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damn thing over the side. I thought he shoulddédve got a
was nevementioned. It was just a routine thing.

But it took a little bit of guts to go out there and do that.

And quick thinking. | was sitting there wondering what the hell to do, and he
just went ahead and did it. (laughter)

You mentioned term here, we might want to define, davits? How do you
spell that?

D-a-v-i-t. A lot of people would pronounce it dafat. We called it dayut. |

don6t know which is right. Ités a hoist, a double hois
the water. Normayj, the davits are kept inboard, and they have to run down

some rails so that the heads of the davits are hanging out over the water.

Cables go down, pick up the boat, bring it up to the head of the davits, bring

them up the rail again, and latch it dowine¥ ride well at sea. But davits is

what we pronounce it.

Okay. Before we talk about the actual landings at Sicily, let me ask you some
guestions about what the ideal conditions would be for using an LST going

into a beach. Seaal béaehltd landion? what é6s the id

The ideal beach would be a steep one. We had iblatee 6 | | probably talk

about it. It did happen a couple times, but not often. The ideal beach would

have a steep grade, so that, when you went in there, vy
door before you got there. And the bow would run right
| ower your ramp, and itodés out in the sand, instead of
you would probably ground a couple of hundred yards offshore.

It needs to be sand, not stone ack?

Theybébre al most always sand. They always chose sand, |
remember ever landing on a rocky beach.

Okay. How about the prevailing wind patterns or weather patterns for a beach

area. Do you want sonfething thatoés relatively cal m
Yeah, ités got to be kind of cal m. One of the things vy
is, when theyo6re holding an LST onto a beach to di scha
got to have it at a right angle to the beach, you know. That means the wind

canodt b gourlsteroavaund.gActually, they use the expression, broach.

I dondét know if youbve ever heard that. Thatodés when a
the beach, and that happened a | ot of the times. We co

One way we had to control them is, we aggehed the beach; we let
go of our stern anchor, which was not a chain anchor. It was a cable, big
cable. | think, at least an inch cable, and maybe more. It had a huge winch on
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the stern of the ship that controlled that stern anchor, and we really édpend

on it. It was damn i mportant, t oo, t hat you didnot | et
youbre coming into the beach. Otherwise, the cable can
and you lost it, you know, never see it again. So, you
anchorgotoosooCoul dnét | et it go too | ate, either, I guess.
you any good.

| always admire what these LST skippers did, and with this kind of
new seamanship, because nobody had any experience. Not only were they
inexperienced, but there was nobody arowhd could tell them how.
How many practices did your skipper have before you did that key landing at
Sicily?
Less than six.
Was that enough?
He was an exceptionally bright guy. |l dve got a | ot of
Did you do the practices with troops on board, as well? | would imagide the
No, no, the practices were all done in Chesapeake Bay, around Little Creek.
We | earned how to beach. I dondét think we ever practic
I snodt ntwhendjoufhdve a fidl load versus an empty load?
Youbre damn right It would be a difference if you had
Youdd have to control your angle of the ship, trying t
and your stern | owhaloBduhaneémpthys harder to do wi
Because youdd be riding |lower in the water?
We ride | ow when wedre at sea. We ride as high as we ¢
a beach.
But a heavy |l oa&adbés more difficult to
Absolutely.
Ités a maitdasert bdn,phiysndét it ?
Yes.
Okay.

And we had a little control, as | said, with our ballast tanks, to try to get our
bow high.
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Okay. Well then, tell us about the specific landings that you had, offloading at
Gela, | guess, is whe you actuall§

Gela. | think it was Green Beach, too. After we came out of the darkness and

found the fleet again, the flagship told us to prepare to go into the beach, and

the beach was a shallow one. Tlge LSTs couldnét reach i
aground a couple hundred feet offshore. A lot of water between them and

shore. We carried what we called a pontoon bridge on the side of a... God,

they were versatile ships. They could do anything. We carried our bridges

with us. They had a special nafoe them, but it was a bunch of tanks latched

together with steelwork and had a huge outboard motor on the stern.

For these pontoon bridges? Is this what they called the rhino?
Yeah.
Okay.

Yeah. Rhino. | 6hdd tWoship§ the 31kand ALhwete.  We

unloading at our beach, and we were waiting to go in. We were under attack.

We had some high level attack from FW 200s, but, when we got into the

beach, ME 109s were coming in |l ow and dive bombing. Th
the river valleys and bank sharply over the beach. They were on the ship

before they know it. One of théimwe were firing at the guy but he hit LST

313 right in the middle and [it] burst into fl ame. I 6v
One of the survivors is a man wheds right up the river here in Spring

Valley, lllinois.

Wwel |, I wondered if you wouldnét mind if we have you a
into the record becaude

I 6d be gl ad to.

o n & givef you ahflavor pflwhat the dity of the writing

That 6
Il 6ve got it hi-sgighti ghted there on page forty

S
i s. 0]
Just the highlighted portion?
Yeah.

All right. The FWs, they are mukéingine, high level bombers. The FWs were
overhead, andthe MBst hat 6 s a ferschrhitt 16& had just ldffe s s
the beachOh wait a minute, this is a different story.

Oh, is it?

Yes, this is not the one wedre talking about. Wedre t a
from Sam.

60



Gene Jaeger Interview # VR2A-L-2012016.01

DePue: Okay.

Jaeger: Thad 6s

DePue: Well, goahead andtdlhat story then. Weéll get to this one | ater.

Jaeger: Yeah, thatds big.

DePue: Ok ay. So, again, webre back in talking about the Sicil

Jaeger: Yeah, we l | Samé | me t him sever al ti mes, and | asked h
the storyofhis,andlpu it in the book. ltds about a page there, a
survival of that bombing. He was in the engine room, of all places, when that
bomb hit. He got out all right. ltds a long story, if
whyd

DePue: Okay. Well, | was hoping to have yoeiad this other incident, as well, if you

could give us the background for that incident.

Jaeger: Wel | , itos a little | ater. ltds a | ater incident.
DePue: But itdés affiliated with the Sicily | andings?
Jaeger: Oh yes, Sicily landing, all right.
DePue: Okay.
Jaeger: |l 6d bedhappy to
DePue: Okay. Is there a little bit of background you got to tell us before you read that?
Jaeger: All right. Well, we had finished beaching. Actually, after the LST 313 got hit,
and | think its pontoon bridge that it was loadmger was damaged in the
process and coul dnodt be used. So, we coul dnot hit the

an LCT and unloaded our whole thing. But we never hit the sand there on the
first day. We unloaded everything into LCT, which kept working back and
forth, maybe three, four loads. It took all our tanks and put them on the beach.

DePue: Again, the classic perception of amphibious landings from World V@ar Il
and for people like myself, anybody who watches too many Hollywood
movied i t 6s t he L C¥adehsandthe ramp goigg dowm,eandlihe
infantry rushing off, and maybe some vehicles are being brought in at that first
landing, as well. How long after the actual initial landing on the beach would
you and the LSTs start to discharge your cargo?

Jaeger: Generally, no more than six to eight hours. They had to get in and everything.

You coul dndt commit an LST full of tanks to a beach th
artillery or other tanks, but we did. We did come under fire. But that was a
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damn risky thing to do. @ good shot could put twenty tanks out of business,
you know, and that would really set you back.

DePue: So, they would want to have a relatively secure beach before you guys got
close?
Jaeger: The LCVPs just made the landing, and the LCVPs and the @uckkCls,

they put the soldiers ashore, and they had to take out the resistance on the
beach. They had to take out cldsgartillery, like mortars and things like

that. And, when that was done, they could bring us in. We were still subject to
long distane shelling. We were subject to strafing and bombing and all that,
but generally there was no personnel in range to shéobnky, that did

happen at a | at edrbudtatneo,r madlllly ,mewnhtaitonl étnbh attr yi ng t o say
i s, you coul dn 6 tthe beadmmniless ygudhadrcontrobohthkes t o
area.

DePue: What was your biggest threat, then, when youdbdre actual
to unload?

Jaeger: Aircraft.

DePue: Fighters, bombers, or both?

Jaeger: Fighter bombers. When younkmble, aocthey he beach youdre pret
could strafe and bomb. They hit quite a few.

DePue: Were any of the beaches you went into mined?

Jaeger: They all were. The mineséhat was part of the game, too
committed early, and we knew they were mined. But they weaunkkp
channel s, and webdd take the channel s in. | di dnodt me nt
were mined. I dondt think Sicily was heavily mined, bu
hell was.

DePue: Okay. And were you concerned about submarines or surface ships, enemy

surface shps?

Jaeger: No.

DePue: Not in Sicily, at least.

Jaeger: Unhruh.

DePue: Okay. Well, why dondét you set us up with this passage,

that passage.

Jaeger: All right. We had made our discharge. We got rid of them, and the next thing
to do, thenjs get you back to Africa as fast as you can.
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What was the first load that you took over? Were they tanks?

No, it wasnot . Ammunition, méand | vy, and trucks because
some ducks. We took about a dozen ducks, and the rest WheeArmy had

a name for them, four by six or something likethath ey 6r e | oaded wi th jerry

cans of gasoline for the tanksd follow up, or they mig
tanks. Thatés what we had in our | oad. When we finishe
it was gettng dark. | remember this was summer, and the Mediterranean is

pretty far north. You probably think of it as more at
|l i ke Quebec. Youdd have |l ong days when you get wup that
still Il i ght ar o wbedloseto tere Weopllied baok ind and ma

waited for orders sending us back to Africa, so we could pick up the falow

load. That was very important, to turn us around fast, because Patton was

running this particular operation. He could get so far inlandrandut of

gasoline, and heds in big troubl e. So, we had to get b

Let s see wh a fThesedd/ 20Ds cgroetat ub feom ehé
southeast again. None of their bombs fell close, but then, tragedy struck. The
next episode was o those grotesque nightmares that are as much a part of
war as Arlington Cemetery. The FWs were overhead. The MEs had just left
the beach. The sky was filled with red tails of our antiaircraft tracers, when a
new flight of planes entered the scene, apphazg from the southwest. They
were from North Africa. They were flying low and dropping flares as they
came. But the flares werendt for illumination. They we
but nobody recognized them. The trigger happy invasion fleet opened fire on
them with immediate success.

Many of the intruders began to fall and burn, and a few of our gunners
began to realize that these were not German bombers. They were cargo
planes, our own C47s and their cafg&od help ud was our own
paratroops.holw dnmam&t pkrmoows we shot down. We didndét Kknoyv
full extent of the catastrophe until éwe saw our own ai
face down in the Gela Bay the next day.

What 6s the feeling that the folks have when you realiz
happened?

I candt describe it. They talk about the motivation of
talk about the freedom and the flag and all that. That

thing that really does exist is an affinity and a loyalty to your own people, you
know, and a responsibility for them. Soldiers go to great lengths to keep each
ot her out of trouble and protect each other. To shoot

Well, we just had to get over it, thatods all. But it s

Well, this is a different tonentirely, but another thing that | ran into in the
book: You made several trips back and forth, resupplying.
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We always did.

In one case, it sounds |ike you had cargo that you
Somebody had decided to bring a cow onrtida

Thatés right. (laughter) | had the watch. I was in
up at Bizerte and ready to go. One of the sailors had told me that he had just

loaded a folding canvas bathtub. It was personal for General Patton, |

understand. foauckles) We laughed that off.

But then, a chief came up, a chief petty officer of boats. He was kind
of excited because one of those trucks that had just come on, one of the Army
trucks that was loading in our tank deck, had a dead cow in it. | asked him
how in the hell that happened. He was quite upset.
carrying dead cows on his ship.

He said the soldiers who were going to board us, were going to back
up their fellows who made the initial landing and were now on the front lines.
And they were having a party at a pub somewhere in the vicinity of Tunis,
there. Somebody suggested that they should do something for their buddies
who were already on the front line. As the night wore on, they became
convinced that what the guys needed frash meat. And, by the time the
tavern closed, they were all set to provide them with fresh meat.

They took their truck to a farm and killed a cow, threw him under the
tarp, and drove him onto the tank deck. |
kilthat cow?0 He said, fAWith a tommy gun.
I going to do about this?0 He was reall
a dead cow on his ship. I told him, i Fo
do about it. So, as far akhow, the dead cow got taken all the way up to the
front line.

Yeah, but

i f butcherin
bl ood in the way you

t
e supposed

~Q
%)
o
3
®
=
=

(laughter) No!

| wonder if you can take some tithéoefore we get to the Salerno landiégs

to walk us through a typical day while youbre in comba

got up in the morning, through the end of the day for you.

Well, when we get into combat, there aeseral stages. In cruising, a normal
watch is set four on, eight of f, |
we go on to four on, four off beca
sailing, the guns ar endt uaners) asevel calh t
it al | of them are manned. I f webor
manned, so that would be four on, eight off. General quarters was brought
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about by an alarm that had an awful, raucous sound and would wake you up,
no matter hownuch you were sleeping.

Wedd run to our battle stations and put on all our
anti-flash gear on our faces, and man all our guns. Everybody was in battle
condition. We might stay that way. Here we were being attacked by high level
and lowlevel bombardiers We hadndét had any trouble from the shore
artillery as yet, so it was mostly watching for the enemy air action. | described
it: they got our people on the beach, and they hit a big ammunition ship out
there. Our foon were spent manmg the guns, or our general quarters. Our
four off was spent trying to get some sleep and something to eat. All other
duties were gone. They put you in our jobs as communications and gunnery
and all that kind of thing. We were just sleeping, eating arfdifig.

DePue: But you had a decent sized crew. It sounds like the crew was larger than you
needed to run the operations of the ship.

Jaeger: Yeah, thatdés true. I estimated that we could run that
That 6s probabl y fodtetgo ship as rigiat moe.rBatgue 3 0 0
had six 20 millimeter guns, each taking three men, and we had, God knows
how many 40 millimeter guns, each taking five men. So, we had a crew of 100
people to man everything. And we had other things, like the boaitisl lwe
manned and ready to go. So, a Navy ship at general quarters has a hell of a lot
more men than it needs to just run itself on the open sea.

DePue: So, what do al l these extra sailors do when youdre not
Jaeger: I 611 o ell you
DePue: Becaise having idle sailors isnbét necessarily a good thi
Jaeger: No, they werendt. Youbve often heard of them chipping
the brass. We did a lot of that, and we kept our ships in damn good shape.
They were clean. We were always cleartimggs.
And then with training, too, as much as we could, w

manuals and try to train them and ourselves in aircraft recognition. That was

quite a problem. You look up at the sky right now, and look at an aircraft

going over , scadBoeiny7@Uoras4d gr sambtlng bke that?

Most of wus canét do that. We couldndt then, either.

| remember standing on the bridge one day with a British army officer
next to us, and this was at Sicily, and some plane comes streaking overhead.
We openife on them, and the Brit starts screaming his head off. It was a
spitfire, you know. A spitfire, as you probably know, is probably the foremost
British fighter plane.

DePue: Yeah, he probably took that real personal.
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He sure didnot i ke it.

Well, you mentioned food. What was the food like on board?

It wasndédt bad, really. We had good facilities. As just
remember, most of these kids had just come in from the cities and the farms,
and t hey hadntéhtatbewenl leaitn ntghealdepr essi on. There wasnot
chicken about then. There was a lot of frozen stuff and dried stuff, you know.
I never could get used to dried eggs. I 6d try to make
I couldnod6t eat the pdematobsngndBdti edt mi hkédri ed
Theydéd freeze things as |l ong as you could. We had | ock
lockers.

We had to train men on that, too. That wasndt where

rookies. We had a chief commissary steward, they called him. What the hell
was his name? Chief Stevens. He did good.

Did you get much in the line of fresh vegetables or good, fresh meat?

Damn |little. Damn |little. \Vdendedd dhadvwe frozen and dried.
our best to do that. As | say, Stevens was prettg gbdt. He was an old

Navy man, and he knew his way around. He could operate
bring usé | think we did better than most ships. I don

of it or not, but the pharmacist mate carried quite a bit of alcohol. | nesler to
official notice of this, but | know damn well Pete would pick up a bottle of
alcohol, take it ashore, and come back with pork chops or something like that.
He was a good operator. What the hell did we call that? Jungle juice or
something like that. Everear of that?

(laughter) But, this is for medicinal purposes?

Yeah. (laughter)

Theoretically, at least, huh?

That déds right.

How about when you had Army troops on board? Did you feed them, as well?

Yeah, we didand that was a problem. | can tell you an incident about that, if
you want.

This was probably in England. We were told we were going to get 400
troops to carry over. Peterson went and drew what he could from the
commissary. All they could give him wasdir. He got enough liver for 400
me n . Just before we sailed, they said, fTake the v
coming. o6 So, we went to sea with enough I|iver for

~ D
[@=y
o -
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Fresh liver.

per mi

Yeah. Stevens coul dn 0 ssiorfilom thewofficetof away wi t hout
the deck, an

the deck. Unfortunately, | was officer of
So, he came up and asked me permission to jettison the damn thing because
he didndét I|Iike Iiver. We threwes)he whole goddamn thing

Ok ay. Letbdébs get to the Salerno |l andings, then. How was
di fferent from what youb6d experienced at Sicily? Becau
October? When did the Salerno landings happen? Got it here someplace...

Looks | i ke i thdlsatwaetipetmaimanding, ahléast. You

probably were there a little bit later.

That és right, but we went in fairly quick. Well, it ha
In the first place, the Salerno Beach, was ideal because it was a steep beach.

We put our ramp right in the sand there in our first one. Our first landing on

September tenth, it went fine. We went into the beach. The aircraft activity

around us was not particularly severe. We discharged our load in two hours or

so, and pulled off and weback. It was just a textbook landing.

On the way out, the flagship told us to go over to the 152. They had
picked up casualties from a seagoing mine sweeper that had been hit. We were
going to get back to Africa as quick as we could, so we picked up the
casualties. And, God, they looked awful.

They were carrying high octane gasoline. They were all burned, and
their heads as big as pumpkins. We took them back to Africa and got loaded
up again and come back.

We landed on September fifteenth, our secamdiihg. They had
secured the beach then. Some tanks moved back or some artillery moved
back, and we just took a pounding there.

Some German tanks and artillery?

|l &dm quite sure they were 88s that were hitting us. The
beach there on late afternoon of September fifteenth. Just as we got there, they

told us to halt and pull off. We started back and they
They did that about two or three times. | was standing next to an Army

officer,andhewaseel | y getting upset. fAiThe Navyods chickening ou
afraid to |l and here.o | tried to tell/l him that, probab
take out the artillery that was pounding the beach, you know, so that they

didndét want to rimk all those tanks to one s

But, anyway, we finally hit the beach, and when we did lower the
ramp, the first shell comes flying over us. It lit about fifty feet to the starboard
side. The next one fell about fifty, sixty feet short.
familiar with gunneryor not, but that was a bracketing situation. The gunner

67



Gene Jaeger

DePue:

Jaeger:

DePue:

Jaeger:

DePue:

Jaeger:

DePue:

Jaeger:
DePue:

Jaeger:

DePue:

Jaeger:

Interview # VR2A-L-2012016.01

would, then, correct his error by fifty percent, and his next one should be right

on target. They |l aid in seventeen and never touched us
got away with it. They were close, tamd the damn things were landing

there. Some of them didnod6t expl ode.

The 88 woul ddébve been the typical artillery that mighto

that time. What would have the effect been if an 88 had actually hit the ship?

It all depends o whether it hit ammunition or oil. It might not have been bad
at all if it just hit the superstructure. We could probably stand a lot of that.
But, if it hit any gasoline loaded vehicles, setting off a fire in the tank deck is
usually what happened to LSTAImost every time they got hit, the tank deck
would catch fire because it was full of fuel.

Was the ship armored at all? A battleship would be very heavily armored, and
that 88 would, probably, kind of bounce off the thing.

Yeah, we had qetty good armor, threeighths of an inch. You could almost
poke a screwdriver through those damn things.

So, it wasnot much ar mor at al |

No. As a matter of fact, in a rough sea, the ship kind of ripples. The steel

plates would ripple. Actal | y, they broke on one occasion. But thato
story.
Wel |, I assume you werendt the only LST sitting at the
time.

At that time, we were.
Really?

We were. We had smoke generators that we put ostéine of our LCVPs,

and we put them in the water. But, they werendt gener a
all because the enemy was just over the rise. They could see us all right, but

we coul dndt see them. They were hammering that stuff i
come a Caadian corvette. He had good smoke equipment because he socked

us in good. They couldndédt see us, and we couldnodt see

The corvette is a surface vessel?

I t 6s a C-aubraadinie aesselaltrhadia good smoking device because
theysaed our bacon. That couldndét have kept up very |l ong,
been hit.
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You mentioned LCVPs. Didyoualwayd dondét knowdthe correct term
discharge those or have them in the water when you went in yourself? Did
they help you go in?

Theyoul d. Around harbors, we used them |Iike tugs. Weod
matting on the bow, and, if you come up against the ship and push it, or we
could throw line, and they could pull the bow around.

The big ships in a harbor, like tigueen Marycomes mto New York,
they need tugboats to push them around. They canbdt go
water to have any effect on the rudders, so they can hardly steer them. They
got to push them.

We used our LCVPs that way. We used them for everything. They
were wondeul little devices. We used them as a smoke device. The trouble
i s, we didnot have enough of them.

Well, I think you mentioned this before, but the crew for the LCVP would be
part of the complement for the LST, right?

Absolutely, yeah. Theglid everything.
Okay.

And | might mention, these young kids, just like the rest of us, when they

came on board, theyéd never seen an LCVP. By that ti me
There was nobody could run them better than they could. They couldlyactua

do the job of tugboat because you had to be pretty good to bring that LCVP up

to the side of a ship without smashing into the ship, you know. You got to

come up gently, and they could do it.

Especially when you r eadatbhiphdni?dnét have much ar mor in t

That 6 ight . I h -
atodos rig (laug §e}ri

You didndét want to b_-‘.\'é!‘
things. Most of this time, for both -~

Sicily and Salerno, then you guys ares_*
running back to North Africa ports to

get resupplied? o : E‘. "

A group of LST 400 shipmates in late
Yeah, yeah. 1943, after supporting two successfu
invasions at Sicily and Salerno.

Did youspend any time in those North African ports on liberty or...?

Not yet. Between invasions, yeah. Before the invasion, between the Italian
and Sicily invasion and after the Italian invasion, we spent some time. But,
when we were woapking, we didno6t st
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DePue: Okay. So, in between those two invasions, then, did you have enough time in
North Africa to make any impressions about the people or the terrain or the
culture?

Jaeger: Yeah, a little bit. We were in Oran, and we were in Algiers. Our time was
sltort. Wedd go down; wedd |l ook for girls or bars. Bars
girls weren6t. And we had our baseball team play out.

We did have a little dust up with a Muslim group in Tripoli. We went
down to Tripoli onc eowfwoyrAfte theri@aliamr e as on ; I dondt Kk
invasion, we went down to Tripoli to pick up a bunch of India soléigrsh at 6 s
from Asiad India soldiers, Sikhs, | think they called them.

DePue: Sikhs, yeah.

Jaeger: When we were down there, one of our guys, who was a very miidenad
little boatswains mate from the Norfolk adeaome Muslim got the idea that
he had desecrated one of their temples or something like that. One of our
officers thought they were going to do a physical job on him. Although we
coul dndt speaderiidahdmt beywcoul dndt speak English
he did manage to calm the thing down, get the guy out of there. But he was in
trouble. Mixing with the natives, no.

DePue: Was that, basically, something that the Navy was saying was forbidden, that
y ou wsupmsedto be doing?

Jaeger: Thereds no time for it. You almost have to |ive in a p
you start talking with the native shopkeepers and things like that and get to
know peopl e. Here, youb6d seeNobaweguy once; youdd never

had no real contact with the North African natives at all. England was a
different story.

DePue: Okay, well, weo6ll get to England after a little bit I
in this regard iséwell, itoidinbvarped on the notion of th
port. And whatdés a soldier or a sailor do when theyodre
when you go i nt @& egpecialy enlisieddrué@y oeu d roeo ki n g
looking for women.

Jaeger: Yeah.

DePue: Then, youbve got the | slfreamihecultwweu!l t ure that is very diff

these kids were coming from.

Jaeger: Yeah, there would be absolutely none of that. There were, of course, the
professionals there. There was plenty of prostitution, and the native people
may be involved in that. But, for a boy meets dithg and taking her out on a
date? Hell, there was none of that at all.
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Okay. But it sounds like they were keeping you too busy for most of that
anyway.

Yeah, thatdéds right.

Okay. But, you told a story (laughter) in the book aboutrgggtome good
French cognac.

What?
About getting some good French cognac.

Oh! (laughter) Well, I mentioned in there that, when we were coming in and |

had a little time there, | got a hold of some bad booze. | really poisoned

myselfl coul dnét get out of my sack for a couple days.
Sicily and ltaly; | was back there. And a JG | knewone of those shiphke

knew a place where you could get, | think, Hennessy or a good cognac. |

asked him if the bottles were kllbd and sealed, and he said yes. So, | went

down there, and | bought four bottles of it, paid through the nose for it. But,

the problem was getting them back on the ship because
carry booze on a Navy ship. ltds against regulations.

Except what was there for medicinal purposes, huh?

Yeah, thatodés right. (1l aughtegyp Yeah, thatods right. The
juice they called it. They had a lot of names for that. But, on this occasion

youobre tal ki ngailalélowas ashore. H& woeked for heel m

was communications officer, and so, | knew he was over near the post office,

the fleet post office. | found him there and stuffed the four bottles in the mail

sack and told him to bring them up to my cabin the deyt you know. He

wasahappgol ucky kid from Ver mont . He didnét mind breaking
rules.

The next morning, | sent for him, and he comes into the room, and
hebés -leampdgd. @l dondt have the bottles. o | said, #AWhat
happened?o0 eWeihvdlved gétting thegobtttes onto the ship over
some adjacent ships.

They had a system in a busy harbor called nesting. If you wanted to
get all your ships into the harbor, you didndét have ro
you put one outside the other. Timst one would be tied to the dock; the
second we tied to the first one, and the third one tied to the second one,
nesting. If you wanted to get onto the third ship, you had to cross two ships
before you got there.

Now, the Navy have a tradition, wheawcome aboard a ship, the
officer of the deck is standing at the gangway. Your first thing, you salute the
colors, and then you salute the officer of the deck and ask permission to come
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aboard, sir. Well, our clerk got that far. He got to the first daok, he has got

the mail sack over his right shoul der , and he canoét s a
mail sack over to his left shoulder, and you could hear the bottles clanking all

over the harbor. (laughter) The OOD took him aside and relieved him of his

contrata n d . (laughter) Thatodos where they were.

So, | decided to talk to that OOD because | was worried he might be
pulling some charges against that kid for trying to smuggle the booze on
board, and actually, it was my fault, you know. So, | went over to tdlkip

and he said, no, he woul dnét proffer any charges about
how about the booze?0 And he said, ildm sorry. I canét
il 1l egal Il iquor on board a Navy ship, you know. o6 AOkay,
(laughter) He gottte booze, and | was empty handed.
DePue: In other words, you dondét think he disposed of the boo
Jaeger: He had a big party, beli eve me. I didndédt even get invi
DePue: (l aughter) Okay. So, thereds a humorous si de, as wel |

what you experienced.

Jaeger: Well, you know, thereds something about...You can put
situations, like shooting down our own men or getting hammered on the beach
with artillery. Some guyd you read about it nodvthey come back crippled
forl i fe, but a | ot of guys recover fast, and theyore ha
twenty years old and what the hell?

DePue: Well, you learn how to cope, huh?
Jaeger: Yeah.
DePue: Speaking of that, how important was mail call, because you were just talking

abaut that mail sack.

Jaeger: Yeah. You want it verbatim of what | had in that book?
DePue: Well, do you have a story about here? Can you find it quickly, because...?
Jaeger: Yeah, sure.
DePue: Okay. | know you wrote extensively about it.
Jaeger: (pause) | wa writing about our regular ship routine: duty, and mail call was
very important. We used to drop an LCVP, and it was a mail boat when it got
to shore, and they called it that. The mai l boat was t

sending in there. This mightka more time than...

DePue: Well, tell you what, whilé
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Jaeger: Oh wait, | got it.

DePue: Okay, here you go.

Jaeger: Yeah, heredsé I 6m telling about the mail clerk being a
was just a seaman, but he really prided his position. Wheadthht bag of
mai | , he was better than the captain of the ship. He w
hi m. Hedéd hand out the mail individually, and heodéd | au
from a gqguyds girlfriend. Herebs a sentence you could r
oncewatchd, © t he second to the bott om.

DePue: Okay, you want me to read that into the record, then?

Jaeger: No. I want you to read it before you decide to go in the record.

DePue: Oh, okay.

Jaeger: ltds only a |Iine or two and the next page.

DePue: ( paus e) IkiNgmbobtthe colorful language, huh?

Jaeger: Oh, yeah. | thought that was great. Alliteration, and...

DePue: Well, webve had worse. Well, maybe not much wor se, but

Jaeger: You want it?

DePue: Yeah.

Jaeger: Al right, h e r et ofthe bogko [readingdfdr a fewehours, ng o u
the ship was his. The first step after anchoring in a new port was to lower
thedand |1 6m tal ki ng abtEgenybodytwasdookingfol c¢cl er k now
their mail. And this particular mail clerk was very proud of hisipon. When
he came back from the post office, hedd climb the | add
mess hall, where hedd mount a table and read off names
outstretched hands. For some reason, hedd guffaw | oudl

the sender as airffriend. | once watched him doling out mail to the off duty

crew. An impatient seaman had the temerity to thumb through the packet of

ma i | Il ying on the table. The mail clerk e
fucking finger s o fblastdf dcomemptaouslallitératidne sai d. T
has not been matched in my lifetime. The mail call ends on a gray note for

those who walked away empty handed.

Oh, hi there!

Female: | came by at a bad time, Gene.
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Okay. Well, wedre gobintg quoi eats kh eyroeu, thoutb ewead rle twelel
into our story today, arendt we, Gene?
Yeah. (laughter)

And, I think, what | want to ask you about nextéthe ot
me is, you guys, the officer, got to censor or had to censor, the mail.

Thatdés right. And we took that very seriously at first
(interrupting) | hope | donét blow (unintelligible).
No, no, itos fine.

That might be good.

Okay. Yeah, and at the outset we had seventy men aboambs&ugach of
them wrote a lettereverydayt hey di dndt @ébugui téatbdt bmuch
seventy letters that would have to be censored every day. The officer coming

on watch didndt feel much | i ke doing that. Wedd read t
afterawhilewe 6d gl ance through them. Then, pretty soon, Sso0mi
qguit reading them at all. Theydd just mark them censor
Sso...

What kinds of things were you looking for that you had to censor?

Identifying a location of anothr s hi p woul d be one. I f you said, fAThe
Savannal) ust pull ed in port hereuhtWeday, and | got a frienc
canot have that handed around, t hat kind of thing

Okay. | wonder if the mail also included things like movies.

My God,Ilc an ot remember much about movi es. We mustove showl
the tank deck, but | just candt say anything about tha

about movies.

They must have kept you guys pretty busy, then.

They must have, yeah.

Okay.

For entertainment, they did give us s@mdid you ever hear of Miscs?
During the war, some of the recording artists would record the regutar old

fashioned records, we used to call them. We used to have the 48 RPMs. This
was much bigger.

Welb, Iknow they had 78s at that time, too, didnét they?
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Seventye i ght s. That és what | meant, 78s.
Okay.

And the 788 and these were much bigger. They never went to the general

public. They were just issued to the Armed Forces. We had.thcae

remember, the turntable was in the little room off the wardroom. The

wardroomb6s where the officersd ate. Therebds a I|little r
servants served the food. They had the turntable and the speaker in there for

some damn reason. They hazhtrol of what music was being played.

And this really happened: We were heading for a beach. I think it was
our second in Sicily, and | think we went into the san
We were getting some trouble from the beach. But, just abotihibehe
skipper gave the order to drop the stern anchor, which means we were pretty
damn close, one of those guys in the wardroom flipped the switch, and the
|l oudspeaker comes out playing the fAiPennsyl vania Pol kabo
Andr ews Si PmwmblysneverYieand 6f them, but they were a trio
that sang. | wish there were some of the enemy within hearing range of that. |

wonder how theydd feel about that.

No, Iédm a big fan of the Worl d War |1 era musi c.

Oh yeah.

How aboutpin-ups? What was the pimp in your wardroom? Or next to your

bunk?

I dondt recall. I remember there was a guy by the name

like that, that drew pictures of girls with ridiculously long legs. Their legs

were tall enough for petpthat were seven feet tall. The names you would

think of would be Betty Grable and Rita Hayworth. I do
Ann Sheridan

So, were some of those pictures that the sailors might have up?

Yeah, there were a few of them, buthddt have any distinct memories on
that.

Okay. And you mentioned the music. One of the things that | did find that was
kind of humorous in the book, how you guys would greet each other as you
were walking around the ship.

I dondét ktrameabbub Where Wwaa a kid from Texas, an ensign by

the name of Krezdorn kind of started that. He would meet you in the

passageway or something |ike that, and heéd just throw
a song, Ilike. .. Oh, I Buwtn dhe & dcidcdhdk toHatanbyy hwanyg off f hand.
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greeting, and you might reply in the same vein. It made absolutely no sense at
all.

But, I think | told in the book: He used that approach on a guy on the
beach in England, shortly before the invasion when things were getétig p
tough. He was talking to this clerk, and when h
know, we may never meet again. o That was a pret
The guy got pretty wuptight about it He said, i
that?0 (laughter

But you know what that reflects, is how much a tiny, very tight knit
community that ship was.

Oh yeah, hufhuh. Well, we were together, most of us, for two and a half
years in close quarters.

Okay, youbdre spenduimagh adfl dguthyast. t i Tieerwa &@sh mo bf e mal

distractions going on.
Damn little.
Did you have some rows on the ship occasionally, or...?

Yeah, there were a few fights. Two of my signalmen got into a fight. It was
brutal. Boy they...You see fighin the movies where these guys wham each
other with big roundhouse blows to the face, and they never get a mark. You

ought to see a guy when hebés been h with bare

coul dndt recognize this one kid when the thing was

two or three in the face. |l 6ve seen maybe two or
guys come out with their eyes swollen shut and their lips the size of bananas,
andibs terrible.

We had a fight between two petty officers, and | remember | made a
little show out of it. | called them up to the bridge, and | was going to give
them a good chewing out, you know, about how the hell can we run a ship if
we dr e g o ithe gettytofficerb fghtieg in front of the crew, and that
kind f thing. But, it wasnod6t so much anything I
want

e
wasno

really doing.

Well, I[wouldimagi ne, in the |l ong tradition of the Navy,
the skipper is what you would call him, is the guy who can mete out the

discipline?

Yeah, they had a thing for minor disciplinary troubles. They called it

Captainds Mabkor wadei &ny sAfraction that didnot
marshal or something like that, like being absent over leave or being late
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coming back, why, hedd be put on the I|ist to go up to
consisted of: generally the chief who was accuszrld bring him up into the
captainés office and tell the captain what happened. H

And the captain would deprive him of a few liberties, going ashore and that,
which was kind of important.

See, the captain was always known as the ald.®urs was only
twentysix years old, but the captain of a ship is the old man. And that was a

chiefds threat to a kid who was giving him trouble, yo
Il ine again, buddy, and 1 6m going to have you up before
wasCap ai n6s Mast. Never a big deal. Anything serious wol
summary court martial, or general court martial if it were treason or

something.

Which means it would be taken out of the hands of the skipper and sent up to
a higher level?

Yeah, he would report it to the squadron command, but we never had anything
like that.

How serious an offense would it be if somebody showed up late for a watch?
Was that a big deal?

Not officially, but the guy who was on watch would (lategh certainly come

down pretty hard on it. If yowbéd been up there four ho
watchd you went on at midnight about a quarter to four in the morning,

youbre ready to go, you know. If the guy doesnod6t show
hedd penhi 8hment in one form or another! (laughter) But

to go to Captainds Mast.

Did you end up having discipline issues, sometimes more so, after you had
been in port for a while?

Yeah, discipline problems were about what you magtpect. There was

fighting, and, for the most part, it was being over leave or missing the ship

when it pulled out of port or something | ike
remember anybody challenging a chieféds author
neve had anything like that.

that, tha
ity or an
Okay. Well, | etds get you from the Mediterranean up to

All right.

What timeframe are we talking about, when you sailed out of the
Mediterranean Sea?

We finished wit h olsblynaddleal October, ourlast 6 s s e e, pr
trip being the one going down to Tripoli, that | was talking about. From there,
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we went back to Oran. What had happened was that the Allied troops had
moved up the Italian peninsula to a point where we had sufficierst. ptwti

di dnét need LSTs if you got Naples
Bari. So, we were drawn out to go to England to prepare for the invasion of
France, which is kind of a good thing because we left before the Anzio
invasion, which | understanglas a nasty show for the Allies.

We went into Oran, and they put an LCT in our deck again. We
steamed out of Gi braltar. God, we
Virginia. But we turned north and headed up for England. And we ran into a
really nasy trip. First we had a submarine attack, and this was a wolf pack;
ten of them hit our convoy. Some of them, we brought to the surface. We

and Rome

were all

didnét. Hell, we just held our position in

By the time the sun was going dowwas on watch. The two screen ships

behind us were both Canadian Corvettes. Sometime in the middle of the night,

somebody brought a submarine to the surface, and these few Corvettes
dropped back and battled them ibut .

I think

got to the surface. They werendét back into

day, getting back from where they had their battle. | remarked that it was the

second time these Canadian Corvettes had sa

lot of respect fothose guys.

But then, the storm hit us. It was probably the worst experience of my
lifed five or six days of that high wind coming in on the front of you, and the

bow of the ship would Iift way high. It wou

would hit it with its round bow, and the whole ship would shudder. It even
broke our deck, it was so rough. You could hardly sleep because you had to

hold yourself in so you didndét f al out of
like, just about as miserable as cobf] that constant jar every time we hit the
next wave. We were going so high that we co

They were in the trough and we were on a crest, or they were in a crest and we
them ther

were in a trough. We ¢ ouWwaethity fodye e
feet high. An@

That was something that you hadnot

No. Well, we had the thing coming in to Sicily that | told you about. That was
high, but not as bad as that Atlantic storm. That wasilawf

Was that a factor, just that the North Atlantic was a much more violent place
in that respect?

experien

That ds right . drlmean,the people whohum sailbsdsi | or s

talk about, that you may be familiar with, is reach. How far haswhal been

blowing, you know? If the wind is only coming out from the shore a couple of

mi |l es, it hasnot had a chance to b
coming all the way from Ber muda, |
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st eadi rtegettinglblygeradd bigger and bigger, and offering more
surface to be blown on. They can usually get big if they have enough reach,
and these did. | think these were coming from Iceland or something like that.

Hereb6s anot her mili@withd thmtsdr avaysmwbwtkfaw exactly
what it meand a heading sea. Is that the right phrase?

Yeah, t hat means a sea thatdés coming in on the head. W
the ship as the head, from time to time. A heading sea
myself. | think | was getting a little fancy footwork there.

But, what would be worse, though? If youdre plowing th
would think, would be a little bit more stable than if
these seas.

Yeah. Whenyodr e going, the best way to do it is taking them
|l etds say, not on t h efivedégees dawn theobow,t he beam, but forty
so you can roll a bit and plow a bit. If you get broadside to it, god, the rolling

is terrible. Most of the sailomsould pride themselves on being able to walk

very easily on the deck on a rolling sea. You coul dnot
You coul dnot even get on the deck, it was so bad.

The seas that youdbre describingl though, as youobre bob

imaginé you mentioned the props are out of the water quitedadio e s n 6 t
this put incredible strain on the ship?

Yes, it does. We finally broke our

main deck open. | was walking on the
tank deck, which is below the main

deck. I looked up, anddould see

daylight coming in. There was a crack .,
up there, and it was opening. As the < 38"
motion of the bow changed, it would ™
open about half an inch. The whole
plate on the main deck was cracked.  AnLST rolling in a moderate sea

(laughter) Well, again, as a landlubber, was there angef that the ship
would literally split in half?

Damn right, there was, yeah. But the other decks held together, and probably
less leverage, you know. If the front end or back end were moving up and

down, it would be worse on the main deck thamauld on the lower deck.
So, the main deck cracked, but the hull did not. So, we got in all right.

And that happened on the way up to England?

No, it happened when we were following up on the Normandy invasion.
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Ok ay, s o lewicabgacof aur timélirte tat least. But what do you do
for repairs in something like that?

| thought, when that happened, we were going to be in for a month to get our
ship fixed up. We pulled into Southampton, and we radioed ahead what our
prablem was. We got in there, and a welding truck drives in and uses the
elevator, and goes up on our main deck. He got a bunch of steel plates with
him. It took him about an hour and a half to weld those steel plates on. He was
gone, and we were out to segam.

You werenét the first LST this had happened to, were y
It happened before.

Okay. Where did you make landing in England, then? How long did it take
you to get up there, first of all? Do you recall?

Oh, I guess eight gas . It shouldéve been five. Yeah, we went out
and we come up past Cape Finisterre, which is the northwest corner of Spain

or Portugal, i f Portugal goes up that far. We ran fron
England and

That 6 s a asaisreevery deseriptiveé tame?

Well, yeah. Cape Finistedet hat 6 s probably Spanish for | andds end. Yo
up to Engl and, and theydre in English up there. So, we
to Landds End. When we got firstwegot t he English Channel , t
out of the trouble, out of the rough sea. We had to go up about a hundred

miles or so, and we picked up the buoy leading into Portsmouth. | was never

so damn glad to get off a ship in my life. That was awful.

And wedr e t adbdadywhghaaddotten your sea legs a year before

that, right?

That déds right. Letds see, I got on that thing in Januar
fifteen months later, yeah.

So, you arrived in England, what, about December of 064
Yeah,tha 6 s ri ght . It was close to the end of the year. As
coul déve beené We spent Christmas Eve, | t hink, in dry

called Phlegm.

Tell me about Christmas Eve, then. Was there a special meal that you got that
day? Was theranything special you guys were able to do?

I dondét know if the chef tried to cook up anything spe
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Ok ay. I donét thi nkdIhadanstheipsssagswlo f ar off t he mark
wanted to ask youutadavit n@dantdthatotdured. oneb6s abo
Was that one in Plymouth harbor, maybe?

Yes it was, and it fits in with what [|106ve been telling
LCVPs as tugboats.

If | could ask you to read that other passage, because | want taiut the
public, the people listening to this, that they might want to actually pick up the
book because itodés very wel/l written, | t hi nk.

Thank you. All right. [reading]

We kept one LCVP alongside at all times when moving in the harbor.
We 6 idk itpip on the run as we left. At 9:45 a.m. on January 12, 1945, we
pulled away from our mooring and headed out of Plymouth Harbor, passing
the sea buoy. We pulled the LCVP alongside and shackled it to the steel
cables leading down from the davits, heiddith the boat crew still aboard,
we started hauling the boat up to the boat deck.

It had just cleared the water when the forward starboard davit
collapsed and fell into the boat. Three ton steel davit could kill anybody it fell
on. | rushed to the sthoard bridge wing and looked down on two crewmen
lying on the bottom of the boat, unhu@bxswain Reggie Atkinson, saw the
davit coming down, and he leaped over the stern and was now swimming for
his life, as the ship pulled away.

| called for a lifelineand a buoy, but the aftdine handlers were way
ahead of me. We lowered the port boat to pick up Reggie, and soon we had all

three aboard without a scratch. I n peacetime that inci
a full board of inquiry. We briefly described timeident in the log and got on
with the war.

Was it an issue where the metal and the davits had just failed?

Yes. Thatodés all. It could happen that we put the wrong
we were still moving through the water, and instefadn up and down strain,

we had a bit of a fore and aft strain, yeah. | donot t
woul dnét rule it out.

By this time, though, would you say youbre about as se

could possibly get?

They were damn gabfor LSTs. Who else knew anything about them, you

know? Sailing ships, god, guys have been on it for thousands of years. But,

that LST we picked up in Newport News in January of 1943 was probably

only about the twentieth one ever built. It was that earig loaded with

people whodd never run one before. It was really a ren
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because there was no precedent to hold us against. Now, who could they say
we did anything wrong? There were a lot of accidents, and a lot of people in
the Chesapeal®ay, the old seasoned skippers there, thought LSTs were
treacherous. (laughter) They were worried about them, were a real threat to

navigation, but they werenodét that bad.

Maybe this story illustrates somethéhghat, again, the public reads military

history, and itds huge. Therebds a huge industry of | ot
there, and you always read about the number of casualties in battle. But you

hear about those incidents; lots of people were getting seriously injured or

killed justin the no ma | performance of their duties, arendt they?
Actuall vy, I donét have any hard statistics on that, b u
and accidents, probably 50/50. Il 6ve got a kid from my
killed in a jeep af ttomgetkilddénajeeprafter Di dndt Gener al Pa

the war?

Right.

There was a lot of that thing. We could easily have lost three men in that davit

coll apse. We were fortunate. Yeah, I think youbre righ
50/50.

Well, the nextpar of the book: Here, youdre talking about goi ng

Northern Ireland and then to Scotland. (chuckles) My question is, why did you
guys go to Northern Ireland?

This is not too clear to me. At the time we had for our armament, siXdLCls
LCls, what tke hell am | saying? six 20 millimeters and one or two 40

millimeters and a three inch 50. Now, thatés a cannon.
aircraft gun. Thatés a three inch shell. It was not ne
thing, it was on the stern, pointing aftdan i t woul dnét do us any damn good at
al | when wedre on the beach; it was pointed in the wro
wasnodét good for an antiaircraft gun, either, but... Oh,
Glasgow and Londonderry. We went up there to put more guns on.

Okay. Did you get a chance to see any of Northern Ireland?

Yeah, a bit of it. Yeah, Londonderry is right ondhehat is thisd Lough

Foyled upthere, is the bay off the North Sea. County Donegal lies

immediately to the west. County Donegal is parotithern Ireland. It was

neutral during the war, so we werendét allowed to go in
we had gone in there, web6d have been held as belligere
nature.

What | do remember,| wanted to take a look at Belfast. Of epurs
of ficers, for a couple day pass, could only | eave one
travel together. So, | went down there alone. | just took a train down to Belfast
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and wandered around the docks there, a grim |looking pl
waterfront struat r e s . I guess itds quite a harbor now, but it w
looking place, the waterfront was.

But, came back to Derry, and we didndét stay there |
across thé whatever that sea is between Scotland and Irélard] went up
the Clyde River t@slasgow. Spent a couple days there. We put some more
guns on, and then came back. We came all the way back to the English

Channel, went up the channel to one of thobee cause t hereds a | ot of ports
in southern Englar@ and we picked up seventeen new merutothose new
guns we got. We didn6t have the men to do it.

What were the guns you got equipped with?

We picked up some Twin 40s and more 20s, So, we really got some

antiaircraft stuff, which was kind of odd because we really needed thtma i

Medi terranean. By the time we got to Normandy invasi on
attacked by aircrafts at all. They were driven out.

Had command of the air by that time?

Yeah. Yeah, thatodés right. I think our fighter planeséw
P-38 was it? And whatdés that one with that greenhouse ol
P-51s?

Yeah, R51, Mustang. We had those things, and they had the Germans driven
out of France by that time. They were in there bombing bridges and tearing up
railroads. There were some on the beach, | heard later, but | never saw one.

Well, | asked some questions about your impressions of the people or the
culture of North Africa. It sounds | i ke you didndt hav
see much there.

T h a ¢odest.
How about in England?

Engl and: I did get to see some people there, but | did
from port to port. It was just a or@t-one situation. | see you, might have a

drink with you, might talk about one thing or anothett bul 6 d never see you
again the next day. Wedédd move on. So, I chatt
bartenders and a couple of girls that we took
them. | never saw them again.

ed wi
t

You made a di st i nct idadhedifferenvesbstwegrta awar e of before
liberty and a leave.
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Yeah. Liberty, you
I i

e back the same day, generally mid
ship at noon on r f yo

ty, same day. | u stay overnig
Did you get any leaves?

Yes. After we hd landed the troops on northern France, at Normandy, we
followed up continuously. We ran across that channel fifty times. But our
troops, the Allied troops, drove the Germans back to the point where it was
more of a cargo trip, and we could spare one effand five men for a

weekend every time we were back. Wedd catch a train fr
to London. So, | did do some London time. Maybe three times, | went up to
London during that time, whichwasredlly dondét know, I couldndt ki ck. |

wa s n 0 tstaseexmore ME09s coming at us, but that was pretty dull
stuff running back and forth across the channel, carrying cargo, like we did.
We were just a cargo ship for the rest of the war.

What were your impressions of the English people then?

| liked them. You have to admire them, that, with all the trouble they had,

London was crowded with people. A lot of them were from the European

continent. People had got out, and different races, different tongues. But what

they really had to put up think, were a million Gls there. Having that many

young guys put on you | i ke that mustdve been quite a c
There was this thing about that you wére

(interrupting) Oversexed, overpaid, over here.
Thatdéds right.
Were they resentful, or did they treat you well?

Treated us well. Treated us well. Not only that, you had to admire the English

in London were able to go in there and have dinner, have a show and all that,

and they were still under fire. They werdtggy hit by those V1s and V2s.

You may have heard of them. The V1 was a small jet, one of the early jets,

that had short, stubby wings. Theyo6d | imit the supply
thing got as far as London, it would run out of fuel and drop dowrbkovd

up. Then they came with the real deal, th& \a rocket. That would fire from

inland, and | understand, it went fifty miles high.

Could you get a good meal? Did you like the British, English food?

They didndét hav de bmstthey ool bwent {d bne placed i d t

and | was offered a squab. | tried it, and | know damn well it was a pigeon

they caught in Piccadilly Square or somewhere. (|l aught
any food. They were lucky to have enough to eat.

Well, how about the drink?
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Jaeger: | bought a bottle of Scotch for sixteen bucks, Johnny Walker.
DePue: Sixteen dollars, that was real money back then!
Jaeger: Oh sure, about a weekds work. But, yeah, you could get

could get Scotch and stiolstout is a very strong, dark brew. We could get
bitters, pint of bitters; we could get that. DePue:Did you develop a taste

for that?

Jaeger: Yeah, | kind of liked that.

DePue: But it was war m, wasnot it ?

Jaeger: What? Rum?

DePue: No, war m. séedwadnt? t hey

Jaeger: Yeah, they did. Thatwas alwa&yd f or got about that. Youdre right. |
menti oned stout. Thatodés something made in Ireland. It o
product, compared to your bitters on draft. | saw a bottle of stout in a bar, and
Itodthe bartender, AnYeah, 611 have that. o And he said,
here wondét |ike you for that.o | said, AWhyds that?0 H
women | ike to drink this stuff.o So, | di dnot get it

DePue: Did you have a chance to see any shows or get@eyt@nment when you
were on shore leave?

Jaeger: Very lucky. Thatdés another thing. Wi th these bombs goi
had the theater. It was almost as good as New York. They had what they
called the OId Vié | forget what...I think they still &ve it. But, the shows on
there were top notch. Then | s&ger GyntandArms and the MarShaw and
another Shakespearean play that had Gielgud in it. | forget his first name.

DePue: John, | think.

Jaeger: John, yeah. Ralph Richardson. | was going toRiakiard Burton, but | may
be a little early there.

DePue: I think you are, for him.

Jaeger: Yeah. There was another guy of that stature.

DePue: Did you have any USO shows that you guys saw?

Jaeger: No. Yes! Glenn Miller put a show on at Southampton. | werthat. It was
crowded as hell. You couldnét get anywhere near the st
of the question. They really crowded in for that. But ,
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whether Miller was there or not. He got killed shortly thereafter or shortly
before. | forgéwhich.

I ran across a hometown guy when | was there, a guy
high school with. That was someththgeh en youdbr e overseas, with a million
ot her guys, running into somebody you know didnoét happ

(laughter) Do you remember hisme?

First name was Gene. | can remember that. Duffy.

Gene Duffy. Another good Irish name.

Yes, and Don McNally. | me t him in London. He didnodot s
Was he in the Army?

Air Force.

Air Force.

Yeah.

Okay. | want to take you back to the timeframe befofedy, and just ask

you this, | guess. Was it your impression that southern England, where you
were making port, doing all your work and exercises, was it essentially just
one giant, armedamp?

Oh, yeah. As a matter of fact, every port was surrounded by these barrage

balloons, and there were so many of them around, the joke was that they were

holding the island up. The island was just crowded. You got through a farm

field,andtheré d be fi fty tanks parked out there with you. Sou
was almost solid Army camps and Army equipment trucks, and you know.

Thereds a | ot more to supporting an army | ike that, at
Got all t he ammuni heardaithimgs likdnaif-teacks , and youbve

and assault things like that. What is that one that they carry the personnel in

all the time? Theyob6re always sitting up there in bench

something like that.

Well, deuce and a half is what | was féieri with, but | think that might be a
later version of these trucks that you guys had.

Yeah.

Well, you participated in two major amphibious landings before this time:

Sicily and Salerno. They werendét small operations. How
the scale of those two, versus what you were seeing build up here for the

invasion of Northern Europe?
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Well, letbés start with size. When most people think of
they think of that holocaust, there on Pointe du Hoc.

Whichis part of Omaha Beach.

Yeah, Omaha Beach, thatdés right. There was a | ot more
Normandy beachhead was at least fifty miles long. Halfway up to Cherbourg

on the peninsula was the western end of Utah beach, and had come and curled

around and headed east from Pointe du Hoc dhtrat was Omaha beath

Then there were two British beaches and one Canadian beach. Altogether

there were fifty miles. Thatdés why it was so tough for
They didnét knowrewdingtogo.t he hell we w
So, on a scale much, much | arger than youdd seen in Sa

You know, maybe ten to one or something like that. Normandy was like
nothing the world has ever seen, in size.

Did you have an appreciation fdrat as you were preparing, that this is going
to be something like the world had never seen before?

No, | dondét think so. And while webére doing all this t
what was happening on the eastern front. | talk about Normandy being th
biggest thing that ever happened; how about the Russian army coming across

to East Germany? God, that was tremendous, too, wasnot
Wel | , thatdés where the bulk of the Ger man army was.
Yeah. A lot of guys say that the war in Eurdpee tak big about it, but the

Russians won the damn thing. Theydre just waiting for
diversifyd

Diversion?

Diversi on, thatoés the word.

In the several months, then, leading up t®&y, how much did you know
about the specificsfavhat was going to happen when we did do the landings
at Normandy?

Wel | , remember, webd been through two | andings already
was going to be about the same thing. In many ways it was. What else? We
did add radar, butthatcamet e i n the thing and woul dnodt have much

significance anyway. We did add new guns and took on new personnel. |
guess our attitude was, more of the same, only bigger.

Did you do some more practice landings in preparation {Day?
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Yeah. Theravas one massive one, six weeks beforBdy. There was a piece

of land at the western end of Lyme Bay that they call Slapton Sands. We had
our final operation before IDay, and it was a full dress rehearsal, live
ammunition.

We were in Plymouth, and wécked up a load of soldiers and their
equipment and sailed around Start Point, which was an extension of Dorset
there. The fleet was already working there, and we were to simulate our
approach on a beach in such a way as to match what we were going to have
do on Normandy. We didndédt know at the time that our ob
So, here we had to simulate a landing on Utah Beach.

So, they sent us out fifty miles up Lyme Bay. We hit point X, turned
around, and came back and made our assault. Soatretg the hundred
miles that we would eventually have to make to go down to hit Utah. And we
made it.

We got in late afternoon, but the convoy behind us, they called it
Operation Tigerheley ou6ve probadity wesrd Dérthhlteé

Yeah. Ithink in the book you called it Exercise Tiger.

o6cl ock in the mor ni-bogs, ofdlthmngs. wer e

Ok ay. Yeah, exercise, thatoés right because an operatio
thing. The exercise is a practice.

Well, | had the watch that night, and | was uﬂmdrmnin@tower with a [cOmmemed [F1]; ]
signamanad a messenger . Wedd come i n._ [cOmmemed [F2R1]: ]c
beach. Wedd done our job. We were. { commented [F3R1}: )
But the convoy behind us had just rounded point X that | mentioned, fifty { Commented [F4R1] )
miles out, and were heading in toward Slagdamds beach at about one [ Commented [FoRL} )

1 )

Commented [F6R1]:

Now, an eboat is a German torpedo boat; Schnellboot, they call them.
This is a hard thing to believe because it never shoul
reasons. Ondyecause of some communication trouble, that convoy that was
behind ué there was only six LSTsit was only protected by one very slow,
older, modified World War | English ship of some kind, that was out in front
of it by about a thousand yards, | read,ebecs e | di dnoloatsee it . But the e
came out of Cherbourg. Now, how the hell they could be in Cherbourg is hard
for me to believe. | just mentioned that we had the Thunderbolts and the
Mustangs, and the British had whatever that other ship was | jusionmeuoh
wiping out all the roads and bridges in northern France. Yet, they allowed this
squadron of @oats to exist in Cherbourg, which was only ninety miles away
from us.

Well, they came off that night, and they picked up this convoy, which
was poorly potected. They sunk three of those ships, and the loss was terrible.
We lost 750 men. | was up in the bridge that night, and the messenger was up
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there with the signalman and myself. He said he thought he saw some fire out

that way. We scanned it withobri nocul ars, and we di dndét see anything. |
the kid was right. There was something going on out there, but | never knew

it.

That wasndét generally known until wel | after the wa
Navy didndt report the cascoulwarktes until after Nor mandy
casualties into the Normandy casualties. When they reported thadhthey
did, to a large extent, keep that debacle guiet di dndét know about it until the

war was over, and | was only forty miles away from the thing.
Butyousaidthayou6d seen something going on at the horizon.

Yes. | know that we were standing watch, a-watch at anchor, quiet. And |
know the kid said he saw some lights over there, a flash. The signalman and |

both | ooked at it , gdauotdhenwteatcameddnyndt see anyt hin
mind later that year. | think thetars and Stripesarried the story that
somet hing did happen out there. But | candét Dbl ame the

gui et because we didndét want the Germans to know that
LSTs ait there because LSTs were key to that Normandy thing. They had to

have these big shiploads of tanks and trucks running up on the beach, or that

thing wasndét going to work. I have heard that there wa
canceling, or not canceling, butldying it, until they could replace them.

Yeah, especially the immediate leadtoDd ay | andi ngs, when, Il dm sure, the
intelligence security was at a very high level.

Absolutely.

Even a few days before, you were one of the offioarthe ship, did you
know exactly where you guys were going to be landing?

No.

When did you get that ?

We really didné

going to happen
r

and we didnot
I forget which.

b titler knewdEthvaeitwasb o dy knew

d happereciselyavmam, qui ck. But we di dnodt
y know until we were in a place cal
s right near Lyme Bay there.

Torquay? Is that two separate words?

Torbay would be one word,-@-r-b-a-y, and Torquay would be-®-r-g-u-a-y.

| may not have those adéWeawemindghere, Th a
and it was crowded. God, itoés a |
were Army and trucks all over the place.

6s kind of, as | s a
t | t

t
t e harbor, and i
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I had a little episode there that might biedkof on the side. | was

chosen to do shore patrol, you know. The Navy doesnoét
MPs are trained; theyOre special The Navy just takes
ship that comes in, and the harbormaster wil/ say, iSe
put an armband on them and give them a club, and send them out to patrol the

streets at night, so -pankegbingorhnWellddés not t oo much hanky

got the message, and | showed it to the skipper. I sai
officer intodo shoregar ol t oni ght, 0 and | | aughed it off. I thoug
youdll do great. o (chuckles) | got the assignment, and
ar mband, and I1édm wearing a 45. I dm wal king up and down
out of the pubs, where everything was crowdéth servicemen. We go,

looking as authoritatve s we coul d. But, we didndt have any troubl e
didndét arrest anybody. (|l aughter) Thank God, I woul dno
do anyway.

They didndét want to get i notake cane bfl e, and you didnét wan
them.

The next night, the word comes down: the ship is sealed, nobody on or off.

We knew, then, we were going. Also, they send you a plan. Every ship gets a

plan. That plan was called Overlérdt had a name. By that time, it wasen

to the skipper, and he could open it and read the plan
get off the ship. The game was on.

What did you have on board at that time?

We didndédt have tanksétrucks and ammuniti on.

Okay. I think thisisprobapl a good pl ace for us to stop today. Webve
it for two hours already. ltds been a fascinating disc
totalk aboutthe ay i nvasion, and thatoés going to take a | itt]l
to kind of | ay o u tforward ®© that.e | | So, I dm | ooking

So, |l etds set up another date. My pl ace or your s?

Wel | , |l etds stop the recording here, and then we can f

very much, Gene.

Okay.

(End of interview #2. Interview #3 continues.)

5 Operation Overloravas the code nanfer thelnvasion of Normandy
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# VR2-A-L-2012016.03
Interview # 3: June 12, 2012
Interviewer: Mark DePue
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t

he Copyright Act of 1

DePue: Today is Tuesday, June 12, 2012. My name i s
of Oral History with the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Libary and | 6 m i n t he
Library today with Gene Jaeger.
Gene, weoOve talked twice before. This is

had a fascinating story about your experiences as an LST officer during World

War Il in the Atlantic. | think we stopped last time jastlay short of EDay
l andi ngs, so thatoés where weodr e

g

want to mention to anybody whoos

excellent book, entitle#lat-Bottom Odyssey: From North Africa toDay. |

wouldcertainly recommend anybody to

that memoir that heds written.
Jaeger: Good afternoon, Mark.
DePue: Thanks for coming to Springfield, again.

Jaeger: | enjoy it.

So

oing
i st

pick
Gene,

DePue: Wel | , I et Otke fifthiofcJkne ang yowan thé LST 400 in, | guess it

was Plymouth. Is that where you started on the fifth?

Jaeger: Our flotilla did, but we joined from a little port town in southern Dorset,
named Torquay, spelleddr-g-u-ay. It was a small port,ango u 6 | |
the south coast of Dorchester.
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Okay. So, kind of on the way between Plymouth and #izalp invasion
landing?

That ds right. I might show you on your map here, if
Oh, yeah, yeah. tWedvWegtotPai mtapAtfflrmsn here. So hereos
Pl ymouth and hereds Portland.

Okay. Thereds Torquay right here.

Okay, in that little inlet, aboat

Yeah, a little inlet.

0 eight miles to the northeast.

| think so.

Somethindike that.

Now, t his, right down her e, is a place thatodos easy t
Sands, where they had that disastrous dress rehearsal, Op€igeion

The one you told us about the last interview session we had.

T h at éest, yeal. That was right here. And that point starts thedmala

came out of Plymouth, went around the point here and started picking up

smaller groups from places like Dartmouth and Torquay. There may have

been others, but we came out of Torquay.

Well, there were only a few thousand vessels involved vith ® y , so, I & m

sure they were coming from all over the map.

Boy, I 61l say they were. Southern England was a mil.i

could call it. Every field was filled with artilly and trucks, tanks.

What was the cargo that you were carrying at that time?

|l really candét say, so | assume it was
tanks. | know that. We were carrying trucks and trucks loaded with
ammunitien | d&dm sur

Okay. What was the mood like? | mean, you guys had to know this was big
one coming up. What was the mood like?

Yes, we did. We were in Torquay, and, on the day of the fourth, | believe, we

had orders to seal the ship, which means nobodidaget on or off. At that

time, we were loaded with the soldiers we were going to carry, and we were to
take off the next morning. I candt say
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had been aware of this for some ti me, as | 6m
b

s u
sure Hitler knew we were coming damn soon, t

Q_—‘
- o
=]
o<

u

But the attitude of the troops aboard?ard to say. | would say
somewhat subdued. But, remember that, on the morning of the fifth, instead of
taking off, we got information, a flash froS.H.A.E.F. in London, saying it
has been postponed one day. So, we did not take off on the morning of the
fifth. We didnodét take off, | think, unt il | ate afterno
taken off on the fourth, | guess, but the delay had us talandfie afternoon
of the fifth.

So, at daybreak on June the sixth, we had sailed the south coast of
England and made our right turn and headed for France abeupsun

Okay. What was
And...Go ahead.
What was the weather like that @ay

Moder at e. I can6t remember any heavy stor ms, at this p
our beaching area without any heavy weather.

Okay. Can you walk us through as much as you can remember, then, about
June sixth, the actual landing day? This isHUuB&ach, is it not?

Is what?

Utah Beach.

Utah Beach is correct. So, ships ,’
like LSTs do not hit the beach 1a”
early in the assauf’. Th
too much at risk. An LST on a o
beach with twenty tanksthe
tanks could be put out of action
with one shot. An 88 shell
coming through your bow door
would put twentyeight tanks out
of the game, s o

commit the LSTs early. We had
to have the artille§y at least the
artillery in range of the beaéh

had to be moved out. ‘-

But, what we did do as
anchor with our stern anchorant | st 49 ¢

sits Ahigh a
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open our bough doors and unléatimay have described the process before.

We unl oaded into LCTs. They would pull up. Theyo6d | owe
lower our ramp. We called them married. Well, then the trucks and tanks

could run off an LST onto an LCT, which could hit the beach because it was

carrying only two or three tanks, at most. It was shallow and only drew three

feet. Well, we drew nine when we got in there. The LCTs carried the bulk of

our original material goingito Utah Beach.

I think, in the book, you described that there were some ducks that you had on
board, as well?

Yes, I remember, we put ducks ashore, first at Sicily.
talking about?

Yeah, but did you have any onDay, as well?
I candét recall. I doubt it.

What would you estimate the range you were, from the actual beach itself?
How far out?

Six miles.
That far out?

O Qgo rabotad a st agi

When we were wali t n
[ web6d have to meet o

couple hours.
miles.

=
(¢}
o O
o

But still, two miles would seem like a fairly long distance,dut

Out of range of artillery shells. Actually, we had been through several
invasions, ad the Normandy invasion was not our most difficult time.

Did you see any enemy aircraft during that?

One. | saw one plane, one enemy plane. The Luftwaffe had been pretty well

defeated by this time. The British, the RAF, and the American Akmy

Force had dominated the skies over France and Belgium for six months. They

were flying in there, bombing bridges, destroying roads, and hitting railroads,

and all that sort of thing. I didndét see... | d&dm repeati
enemy aircraft wer the beach at the Normandy invasion.

Okay. Now, the next thing, then, is the return trip to England. | wanted to ask

you i f you would read this passage, which is on page 1
highlighted because it ods ywbeadboiitber ent from the nor mal
Day. | thought it was very well, colorfully, written. So, if you could read that,

|l 6d appreciate it.
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[ Reading] AOn the morning of June
bow. The bow to bow unloading went well, in spite of theppy sea. We
spent the rest of the day discharging the usual cargo, but then, a new
development. In most of our Mediterranean landings, we had returned from
the beaches empty. This time, we were going back to England with a mixed
load of military personel. An LCI brought us seventy Army glider pilots, all
happy to be alive.

Ailn the early morning of June sixth,

towed to the erratic landscape behind Utah Beach. Once turned loose by the
tow plane, i t sjyelats find am ebsogre lamdliegrstrippin theo t
poor visibility. Many of them didn

Next alongside was LCT 474, wi t
our soldiers; they were prisoners
members of the Wehrmacthat we had previously seen. There were about
200 of them, and, apparently, they were conscripts from defeated Eastern
European counties. Some were in their teens. Some were over forty. Dutch
troops, | was told, surrendered easily. We settled them otmokideck,
saving the remaining bunks for our

AfiThe next alongside was another
some able to wal k. We had bunks fo

So, there you go. Yo uddram qgliteaamxtume,gs b
well. Did you have any concern about having those German POWSs on ship?

It isndét the first time wedd carri
Of course, the only difficulty | can recall is a sanitation problélauling that
many men, we werenodt equipped with

buckets and that type of thing. So, the tank deck was not a pleasant place.
| can imagine that was quite a chaotic scene.

It was.

Were there any amed guards guarding the POWs?

Yes, yes. The Army sent some men. | can remember a few-&laakpeople
milling around with them. But the
remember being at all worried about those guys. There was just sognethin

about their demeanor, that they were damn glad to be out of it, you know.

Okay. | know that you also had a couple hairy experiences coming back on
that first trip that you talked about.
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Well, one of them had to do with the heavy trafid 6 n 6t know how many
ships were involved in the invasion. Do you know how many men were in the
invasion in the early stages? Was there a million went ashore?

Well, within the first few weeks, there was a million.

Yeah. Thé

| mean, tle D-Day landing$ it astounds peopte that covered fifty miles of

beaches.

That déds right. But, as soon as we could unload a ship o

to get it back to England and reload it as fast as you can because of the need
for fuel and aitlery shells, food. So, we had to shuttle it back and forth fast.

I &m messing up because there was a traffic probl em,
one there, when, in the middle of the night, we sailed north towards
Southampton. There was a convoy coming the othgr sight at us. We
sailed right through each other without an accident. | think we were
tremendously lucky because none of could show any lights. | mentioned, |
believe, in there, that one of the lookouts shouted to mé thats officer of
thedeck. lwaat t he con, a-bawedlibartetgpeship bi g hi gh
coming at us. And. | could see that big bow. The stem of the ship come
shooting past us. | could even make out the white face of one of their officers,
up on their bridge. He must have been asescar as | was. I dondt know how |
got by that. We passed each other within twenty feet, | know.

| would imagine, after that, you had people watching very closely.
Thatdés right (laughter); thatds right.
Were there any Yboats or any Boats that you talked about before, in there?

There? | read about them. ButbEo a 't s , now thatédés -something el se. yes. N
boat s. I dondt think there were any that | was aware o
some attacks. But, for some readdreferred to his before, and it still

bothers me, that we allowed a squadron-tfoats, which is the German PT

boat, as we call them. They carry, | think, two torpedoes, and they make 35

knots, and they can launch at a high speed. They were in the port of

Cherbourg, waich is only ninety miles away from the south coast of England.

They attacked our ships when we were practicing f@dy. | mentioned that

earlier. But, also, some of our ships, returning to the beach on their second run

back, were attacked bythesdbBt s, comi ng out of Cherbourg. I still can
understand why our Air Force hadndét wiped them out. It
I think | put a letter in there from Joe LePage of California. Joe was sunk, and

spent three and a half hours floating in the Englisar@kl in the cold water.

I dondét know how he survived.
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You think, well, ités June, so it must be pretty warm
case at all, was it?

It takes a long time. The weather starts to warm up in
until Segember.

Well, I recall, in the book, you also mentioned that you picked up some
survivors out of the water on one of these return trips.

Oh, no, we didnot pick them directly out of the water.
over to one boat guess ya could say. ¥ah, we picked them out of the

water, I guess youbd say. Our LCVP went alongside. Sev
working in the area. | forget the number of the ship that was hit, but there

were sever al of them t hat ouwdifiicdtehi tting mines, too. Tha
came from, minesandfEoat s . We didnot have any difficulties from

or submarines or shore artilleries.

Well , certainly, they woulddbve had mine sweepers scour
beforetheBEDay | andi ngs, didndét they?

They certainly did, and they lay buoys down for us to follow the mine paths
in. But, you can imagine the sixty miles of frontage; you talked about it. The
Germans had been laying mines in there for a year, so your mine sweeping
would not be perfect. Bates, they had a system there where, if you carried
your electronic gear over the mines, it was supposed to detonate them. Well,
the Germans got onto this, and they had the mines fixed so, the first time you
passed over it, it would only trip the switcthély had to have five passages
before theydd go off.

Oh, wow.

Yeah.

A bit of a problem, if youbére the fifth ship.

Thatdéds right. You think everythingés fine because all

went fine. But, if you were the flitone in there, and you tripped that switch,
bam, you were gone.

|l &m sure that was carefully calculated, that you get t
ship. Youdére probably talking about bigger ships by th
(laughter) Thatodés right.

Wel | | I know that you didnét make just one run to Utah

multiple runs back and forth between England and the Normandy landings.

| think it was just under fifty.
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DePue: Fifty.

Jaeger: Yeah.

DePue: What was the average turnaround? Abmdiay?

Jaeger: Yeah, we could go over thereéit was only about ninety
about nine knots. That would be ten hours; wedd get in
a better part of the next day to unl oad, and wedre bac
itoveragain That és about right

DePue: Okay. Well, tell us about some of the memorable trips you had, going back

and forth. 1 know your next trip, | think, was an ammo run to the Utah Beach,
where you got closer to the beach the second time around?

Jaeger: What kindof a run?

DePue: An ammunition run.

Jaeger: Yeah, we made sever al of t hem. | donot recall this ite
probably happened, but I dondt remember.

DePue: Okay. Well, a better reason to check out whatodés in the

Jaeger: Yeah, lought to read that thing! (laughter)

DePue: One of the things that | was always fascinated by, in reading aboutEta D

landings, is these huge mulberry harbor systems that they hauled over from
England and then set up outside the beaches themseldegiDsee any of
those? Did you use any of the mulberry harbors?

Jaeger: We hauled a section.
DePue: You did?
Jaeger: Yes. The mulberdy they had two systems there, and | think they had

different names for them. The other one was called a gooseberry ethgogn
like that. One of them, they would take old cargo ships, 400 foot long, old
ships and take them in off beach and push them in with tugboats and open
their valves and sink them. So, they made a harbor with sunken cargo ships.
That was one.

Theother | think, was the mulberry youdre talking abou
had huge concremissonsConcr et e sounds |i ke it woul dnot fl oat, b ut
neither does steel. But, you make it holl ow enough, yo

one of those and had a cable, my gbdf was a thousand yards behind us, it
seemed to nié well, not that much. But, we hauled that thing out of
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Plymouth, | believe, where they had poured the concrete and made the
caisson.

How woul d | describe it? 1tés the |l ength of a dock,
long and twelve feet high and hollow, and had a deck, so you could take it in
and lash it to the next one. Then, your trucks could run from one to the other
and get into the beach,regular dock

DePue: Yeah, it just amazes me, the scale of this operatigness, what it really
reinforces, is, theredés no ports for you to |l and any s
Jaeger: Thatds pretty much allthewayhtobgmthistmokiser ned about

that, at the beginning of World War Il, particularly in Europe, our major
problem was that the Germans held all the seaports. We could not fight an
army as well equipped as they were, unless we could get our own heavy
equipment up to bear on them. The only place you could hit them was on the
beacheswhen you findthem

DePue: So, yu do extreme things, like you develop and you build one thousand
LSTs, and you build these huge harbor operations that you haul across the
straits, and

Jaeger: There was some good thinking going on back then!

DePue: Yeah, a lot of planning.

Jaeger: Yeah.

DePue: Do you remembér | know that, in mid or late June, there was quite a nasty

storm in the channel that caused a lot of damage to the ports and caused some
concern, as well, in being able to resupply the troops that had already landed.
Do you recall tht storm?

Jaeger: Yes, | do recall that storm because we had al@asgll, | think, we already
discharged...Well, maybe not, because we approached the beach, and we were
signaled off. The wind was building up, and we laid off about a mile, so there
would ke no conflict with other ships. We anchodetbde the hook, is what
we called it. We rode the hook for about five days. It was a miserable time
because the ship was bobbing up and down there all the time. But, that same
storm was the one slamming the muties and destroyed them, | think. They
got hurt badly. That storm lasted, | would guess, from, maybe, June eighth to
June twelfth, something like that, fourteenth.

DePue: Not good timing, either, when youbve got this army tha
arrived.

Jaeegr: You can imagine what it was like to try to land on the beach, with the storm
pounding |like that. But, then, youbve got to remember
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beach. So, if you could get your landing craft, your LCI, LCT, in there at right
angles to thehoreline and hold it there long enough, the water would run out

from under you. And pretty soon, thereds going to be n
behind you, youdére high and dry, so unloading was no p
wait for the water to come back in apitk you off. Low tide isa hell of a lot.

I dondét know if youbve seen anything |ike that in our
Bay of Fundy in Maine is fifty feet. More people think of the tide as a foot or

t wo, and thatoés what i éll..usually is. But , the channel 6s

One of the trips that was especially memorable, when | read about it, was the
one where you took jerry cans to one of the places. | guess it was a beach
landing at SainMichel-enGr =~ v e, however thatds pronounced.

Let me s eatlastwdrd.w?@Baifdlichel-enGr " ve. Wheredd it go?
Right here.

Yeah, thatés what | do. bdakhtoughappened there was, after
You might remember, the Utah and Omaha Beaches were pretty well held

down, early in the invasion. Treekvas a breakthrough at Salré. After the

breakt hrough, Pattonds troops headed in two directions
Port, and they wanted Paris. They were moving so fast out towards Brest that

they ran out of fuel. We were called into the port intSampton to load up.

This was not going to be big gasoline tanker trucks, as you would expect, but

they |l oaded five gallon jerry cans, and five gallons o
youbve ever seen them; they had that slanted top. Have
cans?

|l 6ve seen a few of them in my day, yeah.

All right. (laughter) We had 18,000 of them. They come aboard in truckloads,

and we had to unload them from the Army truck by hand. By the next

morning, in Southampton, our entire tank deck villedfwith those things.

Theybére not on trucks, but theyédre | oaded individually

By hand, starting on the bottom deck and going straight up, until the whole
thingéWe had to |l ay them in careful, so that, when the
wo ul d wed\We hadbto batten them in there tight. And we took that off.

Patton was going in the wrong direction. He wasnot
Germany. He was going back toward the Atlantic Ocean to take this port at
Brest. So, we went down to the Channel Islands agut wiown to the Brest
Peninsula and went out to this little towdof t wasnét a port; it was just
SaintMichel-enGréve.

It had some sandy beach in there, and we landed. And we did the same
damn thing, although we hadgugsbame Ar my hel p us this ti me
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in with their empty trucks. So, the soldiers pitched in for twdaty more
hours and got those things out, got those cans dmutiesand got them back
to Pattonés tanks in time to complete the attack on Br

We wer eno6t t h &, either.|IThere wasensre qliicki n g
thinking there. We have Patton running out of gas in front of a major

operation. How are you going to get it to him? For son
get the big gas tankers on the road; they were too vulnerable. So, wbyid it
hand.

Well, that story illustrates just how important logistics was to that operation.

That was really the important part of the whole operation. Of course, the guys

in the front |ine, theyb6re doing courageous things, bu
until they get the supplies they need.

That dés right. About the same time, webdre taking Cherbo
ofthosedamn® oat s. We al so got some docks in there., and we
at Brest, and also the mouth of the Seine River, LeHav  Ther ebds a town

there. Theravasa t own t her e. When | | ooked at it there wasnot
of a brick. The thing was just | eveled there. Nothing

built up to a fine city now.
But that town wou maiéamBomling,emdodbte vel ed by A

And British, yeah. Even before we got there, they were probably bombing, the
British Lancasters. They had some heavy bombers.

Well, this operation, if youbre making fifty trips, an
days fo a trip, this is going on for several months.

Absolutely. We were still doing it. We landed afiay on June 6, 1944, and
we were still doing it about February.

Did you get any breaks at all? Did you get a chance to take some shore leave
occasionally?

We didndt wuntil odroarmd g lulsyt tghafteesE®aymogn thhesr e
I think the Allies had passed Paris. About that time, they felt they could let us

go ashore for three day weekends, and, maybe, ten men and one officer could
takeoff. And, yes, we were working out of Southampton then. There was a

passengerailroad to take us right into Waterloo Station. | went there three
times, went to London. Loved it.

Waterl oo Stationdébs in London itself, t hen?
It was...What?

Waterl oo Stationds in London?
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Or Paddington, one or the other.

Well, tellusabodd Thi s is so typical, and | 6ve encountered this
tell us about the date with théren [for WRCNS- theWomen's Royal

Canadian Naval Servicthaty ou hadéwhere she found out where you were
from.

Oh, | di dnot know her! | just me t her at a dance. We w
tal king. I dondét know if we went home together or not.
several girls were dadnakinggdinaslydm dancing with her an
conversation. She tells me shebds from some place in no
want to try to tell her where a little place like Geneva, lllinois was, so | told

her | was from Chicago. Right away she got excited abo

probably carrying a gun because all the English people think that Chicago,
then, is only populated by Al Capone, you know. We did have that reputation.
Have you ever talked to English people about that on their own turf? They

think of Chicago as a place afigh me n . I guess web6re working our way back
t hat now, t oo, arenodt we?
Yeah. Wel | | just the news this weekél think there was

in one day over the weekend.
Again?

In Chicago, yeah.

On Memorial Day there we ten.
Yeah.

Good god.

Well, bud

wasndét that bad back then! Il augh
s

It ( ) At Il east, bac
shooting one another. They werenodt t

ing civilians,

Do you recall any V1 or V2s that webeing fired at London at that time,
when you making these trips?

Yeah. Well, they were being fired at Southampton, too. The first one | saw

was a V1 came in. A V1 was actually a jet, more like a big rocket that had

wings and a bomb. They could rah it, almost like a ski jump. You see, here

in the States, they slide down and turn on the jet engine. By the time it goes

of f the bottom of the ski jump, itéds airborne, flies a
Thereds a | imit i n ittheythinkietherighMérgetn it gets over wha

it runs out of fuel and drops and bl ows up everything
could hear the engine all the time. We called them buzz bombs because we
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could hear them. We fired at them. | have read s@raasd maybe youdve,
tood about English fighter pilots flying alongside them and bringing the wing
tips together and flipping them over. Did you ever hear that?

DePue: No.

Jaeger: Yeah, and, of course, I didndédt see anything |ike that,
happened. Ad so, the V1, hell, it had no effect on anyone. It was just a
vindictive thing to do because the war was moving into Germany and just a
chance to kill a lot of British civilians.

But then, you had another one that was a little harder to deal with. It
wascalled a V2. This was a pure rocket, one of the earliest, | believe, that was
|l aunched from inland. It didndt have to b
or northern France, about fifty miles. Th
that would keep it poited, and it would hit with a little more accuracy. And,
yes, I 6 ve h evasindondbBod kavevAseamatter of fact, |
think | mentioned in the book, three of our sailors came in there one day. We
were just leaving Paddington or Waterloo Smatiwhichever it was. And one
of those damn things went off about six blocks away. These kids got on the
train and went back to Southampton. @AThatodés enough of

@ @
<

o O
o S

DePue: Was London a fun town to be in, though?

Jaeger: Oh, yeah. London was a greattown The Br i ti sh peopl e, I dondét know how
they did it after the pounding London was taking. You could see the
devastation all over the place, but they were having a hell of a good time
there. There were guys from every nation. There must have been 100,000
Yanks in town, and everybody raising hell and having a good time.

The theater was going good. | think | mentioned that their legitimate
theater was showing plays by Ibsen and Shaw, and we had performers like
Ralph Richardson, | remember, and John Gielgués&twere young men
then. So, | enjoyed London. Of course, you could find a few girls, but that
wasnodét too easy to do with 100,000 Yanks in town, y ou
a couple hundred girls, it seemed to me. So, youdd mee
butthatwas about it éor maybe a bar.

DePue: Well, a couple of the other supply missions that really caught my attention,
one of them, where the LST sailed up the Seine River.
imagined that.

Jaeger: It happened at the Battle of the Bulge. Thermans broke through, you know,
at Bastogne. Our armies and the British armies were still in place, but they
were running |l ow on supplies. The normal thing for wus
take our LST over to Cherbourg and unload and then haul it all théovtiae
front, which wasclear over neathe Rhine River. It was much faster if we
could go up the Seine River as far as we could get toward Paris and unload
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there. It was a short run from there to the front at Bastogne. So, we did. We
went up as far asdrien.

DePue: Did you do that more than once?

Jaeger: No.

DePue: But they needed the supplies so desperately that that saved a day or two.

Jaeger: Yeaht h e y 6 dis up theraWe had a little episode with a French pilot
there, | mentioned. You know, whgou get into a river with a ship, your
skipper doesndét run the ship up the river, the pilot d

DePue: Oh, this is a pilot who gets on the ship to gdide

Jaeger: That és right. This happens when you go into New Yor k H
going up to New @eans, you get on now at the southwest pass. If a harbor
pilot comes aboard, he runs it. He runs it up the rive
could Il et anybody run across Naw York Harbor without a
that stuff out thereSo, we did have thailpt incident. Imentionedhe boats
are you interested in that?

DePue: Yeah.

Jaeger: Well, we pulled into Le Havre, and the pilotbds boat co
boat . ltds a verypogi gnil foitddd @mo diitgi @reailn aMey t hr ew our

chain lalder over the side to take him aboard. Generally, you receive a little
ceremony and saluted and brought up, and introduced to the captain.

But this guy comes aboard, and some careless sailor had thrown the
chain ladder in such a way that it ran right oier vent to one of our
auxiliary generators, diesel engines. So, when thedpiMdiose name | recall
because | wrote the I6ghis name was Andre Pisibon. We all got a kick out
of that. But Monsieur Pisibon climbed up the | adder an
until he got there. He was climbing right through the exhaust of a diesel
engine, and it choked him. Instead of backing down, he kept going and got
through to the top.

But when he got on deck, he was plenty sore. Fortunately, none of us
could understand Frenchecause he had plenty to tell us. (laughter) But, we
went up the river that night with Mr. Pisibon at the helm or at the con, |
should say.

About halfway up there, the skipper was getting nervous. He said to

the pilot, AArendtoybhesahodti@goaThetpilotr!| aid, AnWwel I,
I have to. I ¢ ahediesel &ppeesaid te drop thevanthbr, and
wedre through for the night. (laughter) So, we did. We
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that night, and he took us the rest of the way the nextAdlday later, we
dropped him off at Le Havre. That was the last we saw of Mr. Pisibon.

(laughter) It is a great name.
Yes, itis! (laughter)

Well, the other cargo that surpriseddnand you apparently carried this quite
a bid were rdlroad boxcars. How does a ship carry railrdatow do you get
them on the ship and off the ship in the first place?

Well, you may know or you may have seen the narrow gauge railroad in
France or in Europe, and...

Go ahead.

Okay. Som#me, maybe about three months after the invasion, maybe four,
we pulled into, | think it was Falmouth. The welders came aboard with the
rails, and there were three sets of tracks in our tank deck. Those three tracks
could handle three open gondola caessthe . We di dndét get
remember; they were all open cardike thosehopper cars. And to get them

on there they had to weld a switch on our front ramp, so that, when we pulled
into a hard,as they called them, to unload, the rail ran right flatvthe water.

We would drop our ramp, and it would hook up to the rail. The minute
the front wheels of the car got on
tracks. We had a switch that would
and then trow the switch and load the center track, throw the switch again,
load the third track, chain them all down, take off for France. We got over to
Cherbourg. They had the same setup
webd take whole carl oads.

You canthink of the advantage of that. They have a whole carload of
railroad type freight sitting somewhere near Southampton, and the next day,

any

itdéds rolling towards Pari s. Now, t hat 6s

And these are loaded up cars, | would assu

Absolutely.

Do you recall the kinds of things that

No, | donot .

Probably a little bit of everything.

Yeah, yeah. There may have been some boxcars in there. What are those like?

Theyob6roe open
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DePue: The picture in the book looks like boxcars.
Jaeger: Do they? Oh, they did clear the...
DePue: And the caption does say itds LST 400, so.
Jaeger: Ok ay, |l etds call them boxcars, and so much for my memo
DePue: Well, the number on #hship looks like LST US 400, so it must be your ship.
Jaeger: Thatdéds us, yeah.
DePue: Okay. And the other thing, | think you mentioned last time, but somewhere
during this whole operation, is when you had the problem with the cracked
deck?
Jaeger: Oh, yes That happened, probably about December or January, after the
invasion. We invaded in June, and, when we were coming back to make a
loadto Franc@ | dondét know i f wedre hauling boxcars yet or no

s But, | had the dedk that is, | was the fiter at the cod and we went
into one hell of a storm. It was head on.

The effect, that | mentioned to you before here, was, you ride a wave;
the bow goes way high. When you come down, thereds ano
in. You dondt s liseg You hitlt like youg fist hittingal i ke a cru
wall. It makes the deck creep. We could see the deck move. But | had the con
this night, and we had such control of the channel that we were able to put
some lighted buoys out there.

I remember passing this onedyuat 0100 or something. | had the
mid-watch. And, about the time my relief came up to relieve me of the watch,
I passed the same buoy again. I didnét make a damn t hi
hours, you know. (laughter)

We got back to Southampton. | was watkion the deck, and we were
just pulling into the port. | looked up, and | could see daylight in the main
deck. I was standing on the tank deck, and | |l ook up.
from side to side. | reported it, and, as | mentioned, | thought, vasi),this is
going to give us a little time in dry dock and a trip to London maybe.

What happened was, they took us alongside the dock in Southampton
and drove a welding truck on board, with a whole load of flat steel plates, laid
on top of the crack, weddl the plates into position, and we were gone in an
hour and a half, you know. That was our repair, and that stayed that way. That
was never changed. |l 6ve noticed, ot her LSTs that | 6ve
most of them are cracked across the middie, that.

DePue: Do you know of any that split in half and sank?
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No, and | doné6ét know why, either.
| know a couple of the Liberty ships split in half and sank.

Did they? | know of some destroyers that rolled over and sank. But, bgeaki

upd you know, that has a lot to do with the right kind of loading. You can see,

if you had a ship heavily loaded, fore or aft and nothing in the middle. It

would get on top of a wave. The center would be supported and both ends

loaded. It could break igt o pen. I bet thatds what happened.

Was the job of the loadmaster an important one, then?

Damn right.

Was that an enlisted man or an officer?

Wel | , | donot think he was a crew member.
Oh, somebody would come on witteth?

l'd | oad it. But , I ca

I think somebody wo n
ve been aware of it b

about that. We must

c O
o T

u t remember
0 t I dondét r
Wel | , you know, YaydtandgengingndhehenD thereds the

Army that moves v quicklyd after they did the breakout at Salré, the

Army moved very quickly. Then, you get to the winter, and things really

bogged down.

| guess my question is, the Battle of the Baéldeid that surprise you
and everybody el se vhb@emmanshaenowlt curredéwhen t
strength left to do that?

It certainly did, and it disappointed us. We thought we were moving toward
Berlin at that point. I dondt know if we had crossed t
or not.

No, that happened about threenths later.

Okay. But, anyway, we passed Paris, and we were on our way. The German
army was being routedl, this was our view of & and we were all going to
get home by Christmas, you know. Hell yes, that was a real setback.

Were you able téollow the news pretty carefully?
No. We gotStars and StripedNe got that, but that was only a weekly, and
that wasndédt a newspaper, strictly speaking. I dondt re

English newspaper at all. Most of everything that we heard wasaford
mout h, I guess. There mightéve been some stuff coming
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We had what we called th¥d Nay, a letter that came out from Washington
every day. Our radioman would listen to it through his headphones and type it
down.

DePue: In the book, yu mentioned crossing the Rhine River at Remagen, which is a
fairly memorable event. That was in March. You also mentioned April
twelfth, the day that FDR died. Do you remember that day?

Jaeger: Yes, | remember it clearly. That had quite an effect onrthaps. You must
remember, most of these young men were seven, eight years old when
Roosevelt took office. Now they were twenty, and theybo
another president. I dondédt know if it was so much a pe
FDR or the ifrmacthitdhathiwedr eWedbre in a hell of a fight;
wi nni ng, and this is our | eader . And, al | of a sudden,
a setback.

I guess | thought, well, we put another guy in ther
good a job, which happened, Iguese.B8 it was a disappointment. We didnodt
hear much about it. | think | quoted one young guy there, wanted to have Mrs.

Roosevelt carry out the war because he had confidence in the name Roosevelt.
DePue: Well, this mustodve beenrskiiperut the same time you | ost y
Jaeger: Yeah, the skippdragai n, when | 6 mwaymenlfekarhg about i s the
perceive they felt. There wasnét a | ot put into words,

writing. But, one morning The war was damn near at an end, and our
skippep Ateight @ cl ock we had an assembly, 0800, and he very a

announced that hedd been relieved, and he was |l eaving
And that was it. Just silence. Some sailor picked up his bag, and he walked
down the dock. There was a staff car waiting foh i m, and thatdéds the | ast we

ever saw of him.

This was quite an achievement. See, we were talking about getting into
the war and having no way of landing our equipment onto German territory
without going over beaches. We had to invent a ship that cauttidn
beaches. But then, we had to get people who could run them. They did that,
al most by a hit or miss thing. They put young guys out
doing very good, theyo6d relieve them, put somebody el s

Well, this young fellow waslde to take over a ship, at the age of
twentysix. He learned how to run it, how to beach it, how to operate in the
harbor, how to handle it in a storm. He did the whole thing, and we made fifty
landings there, maybe eighty landings altogether. [We] Breingendous
amount of war materials rightuphisndse 6 m t al ki ng dabout Hitler now
and never lost a man. That was a hell of an achievement. We all felt it,
although | never saw anybody write a word about it. Never heard of him
again.
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What was his namagain?

Charles Lyden, ty-d-e-n. He was a mining engineer.

As far as youdre concerned, one of the heroes of Worl d
I would think so, and Guys who did what he did because
it didnodt g e Butjastthink bf a guly bemd hielé petsanaly .

responsible for landing-kundred thousand tons of material right in the

enemybdés face, you know. That mattered.

V-E Day was May eighth. Do you remember that day?

Yeah, and it awshoskin@because ii hadebeea talked abbut.
Actually, there had been a false one, hadnoét there, a

| think so, yeah.

So, we knew the war was over. Hell, the Russians were in Berlin and...It still

was nicetoknowthat he t hing was over or not . | donot know, we
al most i mmedi ately after that. We came back to the Sta
were there after \E Day, and we may even have been out of there before V

E Day.

Had you been on the ship onEV/Day?
Yeah, I 6m sure | was.

Was there any alcohol to celebrate with on the ship?

No, nothing |like that. There mightdve been plenty asho
The phar maci st 6 soutobnaeriavbateer(lpughtet) t vy wel |

(laughter) The other thing | wanted to ask you about él
after that, or maybe youdd already heard some of the n

out about the discoveries in Germany, once it was being liberated, these
concentration camps and deatmps.

Nothing, absolutely nothing, until I was out of uniform and back to the United
States in 1946 or 0647.

Thatdés the first time you heard about any of that?
Right, right.

When you did hear about it, what did you think?

I was shocked by them. But, god, did you see those pictures? What they did to

those poor people? One [clears his throat] One of the most touching pictures |
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ever saw in my life was a crowd of these people going to the concentration

camp, and thereisani ght year ol d girl going across a plowed fie
her fouryearold, little brother by the hand, leading to God knows what, you

know. The human race...

Didthab maybe by that time...Well, |l et me ask it this wayé
your view dout how important it was that you were involved in this?

Thatdéds right, because there wasndt much cynicism. One
angry one day, and he said, AWhy are we doing all this
a little argument, and I told hifi, You know, yotbeeqgbeendseating

bread. You got the officerdéds uniform, and youdre |ivin
me n , and you donét talk |Iike that, for godds sake, not
But, there wasno6t much othatwehadtbeen Most everybody was awa
attacked, and when youbre attacked, even i f itds remot
Harbor, you feel your people are threatened, you know.
soldiers felt, without any florid prose that you hear
freedom and all that. Guys never talk like that. But, we were challenged, and

we fought, and thatoés about the size of it . That is co
happened. And t Hiketodhinkabout. st uf f , I donodt

Well, V-E Day, again, is May eighth. Bu t hat 6s a | ong shot away from the enct
of World War II.

Oh, yeah.

Did you have a sense that you guys were just going to ship to the Pacific and
continue the war there?

A very strong sense of that. We were beginning to lose e@BUPERS,

Navy Bureau of Personnel, was picking off our men, about three or four a
month, and sending them back to the States. We knew where they were going.
They were going to new crews. They would be the nucleus of new crews of
LSTs, heading for Japan.

There was also kind of a feelidgyou know, this was a fourth
encounter for us, Normandy was, and sailing up the Seine. And all of us were
feeling you canét play this gayme too | ong, you know. Y
lumpsThat 6s the way iwed sf egloti nagb otuot blea ppaonr;s e t han what
webve seen so far.

You had heard enough about the nature of combat in Japan to be concerned?

In a general way, yes. They were fanatic fighters, and defehdihgy were
fighting with a religious fervor to ptect the emperor, and what they...

Had you heard about things like kamikaze pilots?
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Not at that point, no.

Okay. Well, you got the news to head back to the United States, you said,
pretty quickly after, about this timeframe?

Yeah. We left within a week or two or had left already bV Da y . Il dm not
sure. It was right in there.

Did you have anything on board on the return trip?

We had a bunch of flyboys, US Army Air Force. They were getting people

back to the Un&d States any way they could do it. So, yeah, we hauled some

passengers. They wouldéve much preferred to have fl own
to ride home on an LST.

(laughter) Yeah, thatés not gl amorous at all, is it? W
Dutch Marins . Maybe this wasné6t the timeframe that you enco
Dutch Marines.

Yes, you mentioned it. We did, when we were ready to pull out of Plymouth, |

think, on our way back to Chesapeake Bay, just before we left, a contingent of

Dutch Marinescom aboar d. I dondt know where these men had bee
didnét | ook to me |ike they had been in combat before.
young and untrained. But we took them with us across the Atlantic, and, by

the time we got to Chesapeake Bay, | think, our medidsradioed ahead that

you had some suspicious symptoms on there. They suspected some disease. |

candt think of the name of it right now.
When we pulled into Chesapeake Bay, the patrol boat came out and
stopped us and gave us the word that we had beeneefll pr at i que. I 6d never
heard that word before, but thatds clear health passag
anchored out with the Dutch Marines until they found out that we were not
threatened with an epidemic of anything. They all went

didndét get off the ship at Norfolk. We went to New Yor
Why were Dutch Marines going to the United States at the end of the war?

Probably for the same reason we wereéthey were going t
and train. Theyépdn Thattvouls bei,.pped out to J

Okay. Well, do you remember spending any time in New York City?
I dondét guess |1éVvVOC?
No, New York City.

Oh. We didndét spend much time there. We went back ther
that rounded out our trifBut actually, our European experience began in New
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