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Abstract  
Albert Charles Helregel, Veterans Remember, VR2-V-D-2007-054 

 

 

Biographical Information Overview of Interview: Albert Charles Helregel was born in 

West Liberty, Illinois on September 28, 1919. Helregel attended various camps for training 

including Fort Sheridan, Illinois; Camp Grant, Illinois; Fort Bragg, North Carolina; and Camp 

Forrest, Tennessee. He also received arterially training and practiced military maneuvers in 

Arkansas and Louisiana. He was shipped to Australia, New Caledonia, and then Guadalcanal. 

 

The 1
st
 Marine Division entered Guadalcanal initially, followed by the Americal Division 

which mainly consisted of the 33
rd

 Division. In Guadalcanal, Helregel experienced a hernia. 

He was sent next to New Hebrides and was then shipped to New Zealand, where he 

contracted malaria. He served in Bougainville Island briefly, before he returned to the United 

States because of his malaria, hepatitis, and his hernia.  

 

After his recovery, he was sent to San Antonio, Texas and Camp Gruber and Fort Sill, 

Oklahoma. When his malaria returned, Helregel was shipped to Monticello, Arkansas 

responsible for guarding a prison camp. He was finally discharged in June 1945.     
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33
rd
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Gruber, Oklahoma; Fort Sill, Oklahoma. 

 

 

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a 

transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to 

preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The 

Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the 

memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge. 
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