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Abstract  
Tim Townsend Historians Speak - Lincoln, HSL-A-L-2019-032  

Biographical Information/Overview of Interview:  Tim Townsend was born in Freeport, 

Illinois in September 1966 and grew up in Stockton, Illinois. He attended from Stockton High 

School in 1984 and attended St. Ambrose College. While there he interned at the Rock Island 

Arsenal and developed a love for public history. Following his graduation in 1988 he worked at a 

variety positions over the next several years, including the Galena Historic Site and the Old State 

Capitol in Springfield. In 1991 he began working at the Lincoln Home National Historic Site as a 

seasonal. He eventually became a full-time employee at the home and served as the site’s 

historian at the time of this interview. He also became the site’s expert on its history since the 

days when the Lincoln family lived in the home. 

Townsend talks extensively about the many plans that various civic groups and individuals 

developed during the early 20th Century, and the spur in interest in Lincoln and other sites in the 

post-World War I years. The home went through major renovations in the mid-1950s and again 

in the late 1980s. In 1967 Congressman Paul Findlay, whose district included the Lincoln home, 

began to champion efforts to have the federal government take over the home (then owned and 

operated by the state of Illinois, with adjacent properties owned by local property owners). After 

several years Congress passed legislation transferring the home and the project to the National 

Park Service, which continues to operate the site. President Richard Nixon signed the legislation 

in August 1971. Following that, the site underwent dramatic changes, including the construction 

of a visitor center, parking area, and the renovation of several of the homes in the four-block 

historic site. The site continues to be a popular destination for tourists and school groups, and its 

popularity and stature has not diminished despite the opening of the Abraham Lincoln 

Presidential Library and Museum in 2004-2005.     

Subject Headings/Key Words: Lincoln Home National Historic Site; Abraham Lincoln 

family; National Park Service; Rock Island Arsenal; Galena Historic Site; Congressman Paul 

Findlay; St. Ambrose College; Illinois Historic Preservation Agency; Old State Capitol; Lincoln 

centennial of 1909; Abraham Lincoln birthplace; New Salem, Illinois; Myron Howard West; 

Julie Cellini; Wally Henderson 

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a 

transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to preserve 

the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The Abraham 

Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for the 

views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge. 
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