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DePue Today is Friday, December 28 2012.My nameis Mark DePuel am the
Director of Oral History at the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Librand
today | am in Springfieldh the home of Colonegbene BladeHow are youl

Sir?
Blade Il 6 m d o iGoag tohdavenyeu here today.
DePue Well, | must say that you and | have known each other for a long Wifeeare

fellow artillery men and were also fellow National Guardsmen for many,

many yearsSo, it is quite a pleasure for me to talk to yMours is a little bit
different from a lot of inteviewsbecause itds going to be
was like to be in the NationalGuamind t hat 6s an | mportant
Also, what it was like to be in the Armpn active dutyduring the Cold War

years in the laté 5,0 think. When did you gebut of active duty?

Blade In 1958.

DePue So wedbdbre basically talking,uatbl®58in t he vy
that respectaswell butwe always start with when and where you were born.

Blade Well, | was bord so the records séy in North Herlerson, lllinois| was
really born out in the countryortheast of Alexis, lllinoisbut it was in North
Henderson Township, | believ®f coursel was born in the farm home there
as my folks were farming.

DePue Was that unusual for the dag be born in the farmhouse itself?
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No. I would say in the country in those days, in the farmland, prob&bBs6
of the births were in the farm hom& midwife came ingenerally and took
care of things.

Did your parents own that piece ahd where you were born?

No, they did not. They rented that from a fella#wo owned the propertyHe
lived in New Windsor.

Was it cash rent or share cropping?
Share crop
What can you tell me about yotathef?

My fathercame to this country from Sweden in 190®en he waseventeen
years old He arrived in November of that yeao he had just turned
seventeerhecause his birthday was in October. Him and his didzher
who waseighteermonths older than hincame o this country on a ship

[It] took several daydrom the time they left homeintil they arrived
in the USA.Their motherwas very worried about therShewas in bad
health worrying about thepbecause it walrty-five days from the time they
left home until she got word that they arrived okay ovee.liEnenshedid
recover from her illness.

What year did you say they came?

Nineteenten but they left homeand then they went to some otédrdo not
know where they sailed frorbut they wereaway from home for four or five
days or more beforéhey got on a ship to come over.

Their fatherwas a very strict mamnd she knew that her boys wanted
to come to the USASo,they worked for moneyand she squirreled away part
of that moneybecause mydad always talked about how fiad took the
wages that he madBut their mothethad squirreled away some of that money
until they had enough mey to come to this countryh&y did not have their
dados per mi;sheyjust feft Heavashndrmy rman in Sweden.

They lived in a military house in Swedeas wel) furnished by the
government.

She was defying her husband, to a certain extent, by helpingigdwand
your uncle come ovelthen.

That is true There were two othdirothes that came several years after they
did, independentlyThose twabrothes had gone back to see their parents in
Sweder{at] different times more than once, but nigtherand uncle never

did go back to Sweden to see their pardrfsy-two yearsafter they left
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Swedentheir motherflew to New Yok, and they met her in New Yorkhe
came to visit all four of her sons thaemein the USA.

DePue Well, that had to be quite the reunion.

Blade Well, it was, it wasThat was good for all of them atiger mother She was
in her mideighties when she came hegre1952 | believe it was

DePue Do you know why they wanted to come to the United Séai#&ss it a lure of
the countrg or their reasons they wanted to be leaving?

Blade The reason they camere waghatall men had to serve time in the military
and they did not want participate in military training, whichirgdkof
unusual because both migrotherand | retired from the military, bét

DePue And yourgrandatherwas in the militarg

Blade And mygrandfather. Bt those two did not want to, o

DePue So, they were basically fleeing the draft?

Blade would sayso,yed dondt Kk n o wheythadwo dothabut it veag e
somewhere between eighteen and twentysyelsl Those daysthere were
only six years of grade scho&,t hat 6s all t he gmadde sch

thenthey had to start working.

My uncle went to hisincle,who owned a furniture manufacturing
placein SwedenMy uncle went there to learn to be a cabinet malgr
fatherwas just a labor woek, with farming and timber work anohd the
reputation that he could pull more logs out of the timber than anybody else
because he was such a hard driver and workaholic, which he alwayssvas
whole life. He used to drive the horses really haddagging logs out of the

timber.
DePue How did they end up in IllinoisPid it take a while to get here?
Blade They dd get here because they had an aliheirmo t h ssterdiged in

New Windsor, lllincisandthat 6 s how t heylTheyarnmmedint o | | | i
New York and took the train to New Windsdinois. Then they stayed there
with ther aunt and acle for short period of time.

DePue What was youfathe® s n a me ?
Blade Oscar O-s-c-a-r. Another interestig thirg, his first name is on a birth
certificateasker,Perl really donét know why that

similar types of names, abbreviations like thé¢ never used that initiaHe
was just plain Oscar Blade, no middle initial.
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DePue Well | 6ve goitr ;t oBlteedd doeisndét sound | i
to me.

Blade Wel | , it .cTeenama leally ig/Petiessan,détt

DePue Wit h tohe f

Blade i Jotwo, PettersonP-e-t-t-e-r-s-0-n or s-o-n. If it was Norwegian, it would be

s-e-n, most likely, not alwaysBut, when mygrandfathegjoined the Swedish
Army,thelst® geant s agoslamn makg Petesanéourname
is Bladh ®hat supposedy| 6 v e bdengeans somdthihg aboutlel
guess several people had their names chargedhey generally went to a
name similar to something that related to earth or natural tHikgs tree or
a leaf or whatever

DePue Was that an official name changejust kind of a name that stuck?

Blade That evidently was an official name chapgecause my couss in Sweden
their last name i8ladh | have a cousiin Swedenand mybrotherin the
U.S.had looked up a lot of the history that The ancestors before
thatt many times the son would bemed after théathers o t hat 6 s how
would get M@nPeter sono anBlttheykeahgeibtm 0 and
Blade whemmy dadand hisbrothercame to this countryl hey then dropped
the Bl-ad-h,and t hey @&a ogmpde @ u itcemske it Blade

DePue Well, that answers my other question.

Blade Okay:.

DePue Tell me a little more about youradl. How would you describe him?

Blade Well, he was aextremely honest person and a very, very hard woAgemy

mother hadsaid about both migrotherandl, that he would have probably
beenput in jail as a slave drivebecause of the way he used to require us to
work, whenwe werd&k i d s . | itdwortreither one bfis prdbably made
good work ethics, but he was a hdrier. He was always very competitive
too, in what he did and had

Farming-wise, he farmed with hisnele in New Windsagrto start with
They farmed three hundred and twenty actéf,acres of corn aayear.
They plowed albf that with a one bottontwelve-inch walking ploweach.
They plowed all that in the springVe figured up one time that they each
walked aboufl,100miles just plowing.His auntwould bring horse changes
out for them, so they would have the chores done before daylight and then
would do the chores at niglafter that

My dad liked to beas | saidyery competitive Years agpas a kid the
old timers would get together in New Windsbty Dad had cultivated
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twenty-one acres of corrone time with a oneow, horsedrawn cultivatoy
which nobody up there had ever been able toltle oldtimers said he ran
most of the timgbehind the cultivator.

When he got to this country, he wanted to go to s¢heahuse he
wanted to be an AmericaBo,he nevetalked Svedish around the houddy
uncle and other cousinthey all did talk SwedishAll the otherbrothers had a
Swedish broguebut my ca d d,betausethesgid | 6 m her e to be :
Americano so he always was.

Theyhadvr est | i ng [ pr onoruanscti hmghegrthle wor d
New Windsor and he used tarrestlea lotand was considered the best
wrestlerin those dayswhich certainly was probably just on the dirt or street

someplace
DePue Distinguish it from wrestlingltwas fAwr astl ingo instead?
Blade | supposeprobably.Y o u @robably right.

He also used to pickornby hand. Naturally, in those daykere
we r e n thachireesHg was a very fast corn picker, could pick more than
100bushel of corn a day. Later @rl guess we could tell the story n@kout
his corn picking, perhaps.eg-had won the local corn picking contest and
ended up being th&ate champion picking cornhé&n later, the had a tr
state he won thatThen there waghe national corn picking cosstin
Minnesotaandhe went thereHe won it by picking the most carhowever
he did notwinthe prizo ecause he di dndthecgret all t h
which was deducted from the weight of the corn.

DePue You need to describe a little bit thefdiience between corn picking and corn
shucking.
Blade Oh, well, | guessyeah today we talk about corn picking, but there they talked

about corn shucking'hey had husking peg$hey would go and grab an ear
of corn and rip thé The shucking peg would lmn their handand they

would rip the shuck opefhenthey could reach up and grab the ear of corn
with the other handand then take that hanthat had the shucking peg on it
and bust the ear offrom how it was held onto the corn stadind then throw

it in the wagon

The horgs would straddle the wagon, straddle the one row of carn
It would have banked boards on the s&teyou could sling it up there and hit
that Then it would bounce into th wagon boxrather tharflying over. They
alsowould pick a caple of rows, each person wouly dad used to tell me
that you want to pick as fast as you can to start,&itd then snitch an ear or
t wo out of the qgddeme gyrydlss.Matwato,f ictod o
would delay him aough to get you aheasb you can get more corn picked
that way, s6
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Well Colone] | think you mentioned how honest ydatherwas a little bit
earlier in this conversatioflaugh

Well, | did, but | guess he would call thdin the conpetitive spirit @augh
Iftheumpsare 6t wat chi ng, itds okay?
Yeah.

Also, a bit about youmothet

Okay, mymotherwas, lived in Minnesotd guess | should backtrack a little
bit. My fatheb s f i r st wwithéyphpidfevereviden ahildavgs
born. Mybrotherwas four years old when hisotherpassed awaylhey had
a sister who was boybut sie only lived a couple or three daghe got
typhoid fever as well as thenother and they both passed awdayhenmy

Dadibat chedo f or a .Nydrothdermovedihicelive whf year s

his gandparents in New Windsaxs myfatherfarmed, rented a place that he
farmed northeast bBNew Windsor about three milesoShat kind of would
clear that up | guess a littletbi

Then back to mymother My motheb parents were Norwegiaand
her gandparents came to this country frolorway, on her & d 0 s. Big,i d e
her mothercame to this countryas a small girflfrom Norway Her mother
had passed away in Noay so the housekeeper was tlger to her
grandmotherin Norway.

So, as thegrandathercame over to this countrgn hermotheb s s i d e,
he broughthe housekeeper along with hikwhen she got over here, she had
somebrothes that lived in this contry. Shetold mymothe srandather

thati f he didndt marry her , bretheBinwas goi n

North DakotaSo he ended yghe married herMy grandnotherwas only six
years old when she came to this country from Norway

How did thetwo of them meetWhat was youmotheb s name, f i r st
Oh, Stella.S-t-r-I-I-a. Irene is her middle name.
And her maiden name?

Br andv ol drandwod-tl. Blysmoteralways loved to take care of
people She went to eighyears of country schodbhe used to work kind of as
a maid and also as a midwdé@d sometimes worked as a maithomes and
one thing and another

This family owned quite a bit of land and had several people helping
them My fatherthen had gone tMinnesota to pick corn in theationalCorn
Picking Contest which was held at the plaggheremy motherworked as a

C
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mai d for the Phel ps ,éandtnenltgr werelneaiedd s h o w
probably a year after thats they had corresponded by letters all of that,time
until they were married.

DePue Wel | , | 6m t r yi nglassomeghr goessnitmhave & lftemes s c e n
cooked mealand shé servingthe mealls that how it went?

Blade Yes, | tprettymkchas hracalldhe family had bunk houses in the
barn iswhere the hired help stayeBlut my motherstayed in the house and
took care of the house patit for the family. This familyhada large family
as well I believe theravasthirteenin the family wheremotherworked.You
would have thougdtthat the family would have taken care of themselisas
my motherworked there s®

DePue Again, maybe my imagination is flying in too many different directions, but
this brief encounter almostsods like it was love at first sight between your
mom anddad.

Blade Yeah well | often think abouthat myself.1 should have asked more

guestionsbut | think you are rightoecause they did not go back and forth to

see each other until they were marriedd matter of fact, miatherthen

eventually sent foMotherto come to Moline, lllinoisSo, hey were married

in Moline. My uncle who came over with mfather stood upas the best

manand t hen hi s w,stboa up asihe other peksend s wi f e
bridesmaid, when they were married in Moline.

DePue Was yourdad quite a bit older than yoatom?

Blade Y es he waswelveyears older than myotherwas, yes. Mynotherwas
twenty-eight when they got marriednd mydad would have been about
thirty-nine or forty, right in there.

DePue Twenty-eight, a that time was not young to be marriddhatwasd

Blade That 6s true. You ,&lotofweopldpmbablgoat t i mef r a
married partially for convenienceas well as love, | thinkn those days.

DePue What year did they get married

Blade Nineteen thirtythree in February of 1933Another interesting stgy my

brotherand Iwerejust talking about this lagaturday. We talk every
Saturday on the phonkehad sent him a picture of\4lle touring car that my
fatherhad driven to Minnesotia the spring of the yeaprior to sowing oats
which generallywvas takingplace in March or April. This had no side ains
on it. My brothersaice | never will forget that tripMy true halfbrother
would have been about twelve years old. He said he wrdppgth a horse
blanket in the back sedtverybody had blankets and heavyatoon and they
drove from Alexis, lllnois to Wases, MinnesotaHe thinks that they
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probably made that in one day and pretty certain that they had packed Junches
so they just kept driving

TheVille automobiles used to be made in Molifiéere was a
manufacturing plant there thatadeVille cars and later on, naturally the
family went bustedbut Ville was a great caWe talked aboét My dad
evidently had a pulley on the back whe
hammer mill to grind feedNe were trying to figure out how he got that
accompished without the other wheel turning or what they had toBiat my
brotherdi dnét rempdberat thatly | sure woul d

You mentioned before thedt the time youmom anddad got married, he was
renting some property?

That 0 s Hebadjustrerited the farm themd so they were just newly
married and that was their first year on that farm, yes.

What were his aspirations at the time?

He had been a farmer before and was farming beforéheast of New

Windsor. Then his wife had passed away, and that really, he really was really

very down after thafThen hard times came along didgl Depression, one

thing and anotheHe wasonly renting and just went bustesio, then he just

worked by the monthround different placesnd therwas able to save

enough mone)so he could get started farming agditf.d d nét t ake a w
lot of things to get started to farm in those days.

Did he have some lanbefore the Depression hihat he owned?

He did not own any landhe justrented a farm, yes.

Nineteen thirtythree is when you said they got married, right?

That 6s correct.

Which would have been about the depths of the Depression at that time.

That 6s t fatheewas nmarried thefirst time in aboli®2Q | believe

19190r 192Q so, as soon as they were marrighy then they were farming.

See he got here i191Q and then he worked for higcle in the summertime

for a few year s, a rbuaprobabtyéourortivek now how

In the wintertime he would go to work in Molinat Moline
Manufacturing where they made Moline tractoiGhey would work close to
where the foundry part of that washich seemed to be the Sweddhe
Swedebwasnoted for working in the foundry part of the plant and, aslad/
said, would be the hottest ar&ut we seemed to be the harder workseos
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they could do that, work in the wintertimiehent h e lgaedand come back
the next winter.

DePue | would thinkthe other ethnic groups in the area would have been a lot of
Germans, some Norwegians

Blade Probably, but Moline, in those days, was more Scandinavian than anything
and more Swedes thgmerhapsany of the other ethnic groups.

DePue Did your fatherhave some aspirations to buy some land tlasnvell?

Blade Well, he did. That was what his goal was, was to own some éxrdtually,

which eventually he didHe bought a farm in 1936, south of Cameronas
two years old when we moved theirethe spnng of6 3 [He] boughta 160
acre farmandpaid $59an acre for it.

DePue | was going to say, because of the Depression and all those people who were
going bankrupt and being foreclosed, the land was probably pretty cheap,
wasnot it?

Blade Well, it was, like | said$59an acre, and it wa3here was another farm that

he would have liked to have bought that was really good flat land. He could
have bought it for $175 an aciell, he could not get the money to get a
hold of that This onewas noted as a cocklebiarm, and it was really ran
down A family had owned quite a bit of land in that area, at one time, by
looking at the old plat book8ut, this one was for saland he was able to

buy that. So they did

That took a lot of workd getthat,raising hogs and cattléen those
days, there was no fertilizer, commercial fertilizémwas haul the manure qut
and spread that out on the figJavhich was all done by hanbecause there
were no tractors with manure loaders on thienthose days. Sdahere was
plenty of opportunity to get calluses on your hands and have a strong back.
(laughs)

DePue In 1936 meant youbrotherwas getting plenty of work, but you were still
pretty young at that time.

Blade T hat & Blybtothargeaduatd from Monmouth High Schal in 1939 and
then he went tavork on the farnthat summerThen,that fall he went to
Moline to become a carpent&o, he was an apprenticed carpenter and
worked with anotheuncle therewho was a carpenteHe] worked for Axel
Carlson Construction Company and lived in an apartnitatvas working to
become adll-fledged carpenteOf course thenWorld War |l came along
and mybrothersigned up with the Navy and went into the Navy in November
1942 as a Navy [ut.
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DePue Wow. Going back to the far Whatkindéddnow it
farmland did you have?

Blade Okay, it waskind of rolling land Therewas some flat land on, but there was
100 acres of tillable ansixty acres of pastur&Ve hadstock cows and raised
calves and also raised happenfed all the grain that the farm producéxit
thenalsobought additional grain to feexuit additional cattle that wieought.

DePue Was cattle the primary cash crop for the family?
Blade Cattle and bgs probably, yes.
DePue: Did the farm have electricity?
Blade We got electricity in 1950, so | was between my sophomore and junior year in
high schoalis when we got electricityin those days, the REA was the Rural
Electric Companylf t her e uwds p@tpué mad i on, Il gues:

A

practical for them to put in a power line thege,t hat 6 s one of t he
didndét have power

My fatherwanted to be able to pay cash for things that he bought,
although he di dn 6Hebqughthataral,sflcourkemma t he f a
farm loaré | believe the interest on his loaon that farm was, as | retalvas
somewhere aroun2t3% interest on a land mortgage, which is pretty
reasonableAlthoughtodayi nt er est rates are pretty
a |l ot of years it hasndét been.

DePue That sounds very low. | wonder if then@sa gosernment guarantee on that
loan.Do you know?

Blade | donot know. I do not know. LOfk now he
course World War Il was in there, irhat timeframetoo.

DePue How big a deal was it when the farm got electricity?

Blade Well, | thought it was a pretty big ded/e went from outdoor plumbing to
indoor plumbingWe had an outhouse prior to that, and of coulsn we
had indoor plumbingfter that, which was pretty nick.was awful cold going
outside (laughs)

DeRue Was there a direct connection between electricity and having indoor
plumbing?
Blade Well, we didndédt have any power for run

outside. Wehad a well outside the house for cooking and drinking wefer

had other wells scattered around on the farm. We had a well on every field on
the farm to take care of the livestotlecause you rotated crops in those days
Normally, in those tyes of thoseotations, yod do twoyears of corn, one

10



Gene Blade Interview #VRC-A-L-2012046

year of oatsand one year of hay and would rotate the crops that Avay.
then we would have hogs out on the figddso the cattle would be on the
pasture There was a creek running though the farm for catti&uohg in the
summertime.

DePue | know thatyour dad had a caDid he have tractors, any other mechanization
on the farm?

Blade We farmed with horsesut also he had a tractor. It was an International F20
on steel whee)svas the first tractor that wead [It] pulled a two bottom
plow and had a two row cultivator with that, although the first yesrs
kidd my brotherand | have talked about tBismy dad still thought he ought
to cultivate with horses, cultivate the corn, because the tractor wotld jus
wallow down too much corrwhen you turned around to go back and cultivate
two rows at a timebut®

DePue Define fdwall ow downo for me .

Blade Wel | , | guess t ha tndthe mudhrel that Bnd et ardundn d o f
and lay on stuff and knock studfbwn. Well, the corn stalks will stand ,ugnd
thatwas an old farm saying, that you woudkhock downo Insteadof saying
fknocking down the stalks of the codtyou would sayfwallowing down the
corn Asyouturn, horsegan actuallyl guesswould step on itButthatd s
just is an oldsaying that | guess | picked .ujpothlaugh)

DePue Well, I just wanedto make sure thahot just mebut othermpeople who might
be listening fiftyyears from noweven farther removed from these farm
practies.But t hat 6s why itds so fascinating
Blade That 6s a good gu e s tlmoachnewrachought abdutit her e,
[ i tjust safural to say thattguess.
DePue Did your dad ever sayi Y o u ,kvimen hwas a kid, | would be plowing this
one row at a tinf® ®id you hear that kind of story from him?
Blade Well, probably didwhen Iwould complain about somethiriged
DePue AYou kids got it easy today. o
Blade Yeah yeah And the two row cormultivator that you put on a tractor, you

know, to lift up all the shovels on the back, you had to dowita your arm
to lift themup, and that was reallough to do.

The other thing, what Apoint rowso

rows o sosething is &t an angl€o, one row runs ouif the fence
wasnot s qguarWell they stdl gohemdtherirowg

11
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Well, one of the things that nfatherused to argue abqudver the
horsesover the tractgrwas that when you got to point rowsu could
cultivate all thabut, with aone row walking cultivatgmwith the horses.
Although the tractor we had, you would lift up one row, front shovels on the
right side Then you could lift up the shovels on the left sidéh the other
lever. Thenthe back ones lifted all the shovels at the same. tBugthe back
one was extremely difficult to lift ug.would have t@ as a young kid
cultivating corn at nine years @d would have to put the tractor in neutral,
get off the seat and get turned arotmdrab that, pull it towards me to get
that lifted up. ltwashard to do(bothlaugh)

DePue How about a telephof?eDid the family have a telephone on the farm?

Blade Yes, we did. We had an gldrank phone. It was a party line atldose days
the phones nornfig would have probably from eight or nine people on a
line, to maybeup tofifteen people on the same phone line

Y ou would wonder how everybody would know when it was their
ring. Our number for example, was 516n 9. Well, nine meanthatwe were
on the nine line. If you had a fivehatmeant that was a long ring onemeant
a short ring So our phonewhen it rang for ust was a longand a short and a
long. If your mumber was 4€n 9 [that] meant you got foushorts or if you
had 5550n9, it meantthatyou gd three long ringsSo, t h ahbwbtisat was
determined.

There was two batteries thatreabouta voltandahai 6 m no't
positive what the voltage was, but therastwo batterieswith two posts on
them that went in the oldwood telephone that hooked on the walll.

DePue How could you tell if somebody was listening in on the line?

Blade On the side of the phone was a hook that held the rec&i@arcould lift that
receiver and theravas a little clickthere as it got up to where you would talk
But, if you pulled that down just below that click, you could listend they
woul dn o6t GelomtbewineyThat was a big habit of most oétido r e
of thewomen would listen to what was going.on

Sometimes some men would get on the phone and think they had
people listeningThey would cuss and carryonsomewotdhi nki ng t hey.
get some of the women off tliae, which perhaps that workedaugts)

DePue Was youmrmom the kind who would listeninonothe peopl eds conver

Blade Very rarely, but did occasionallfferhapsif somebody knew that a certain
ring that somebody was ill at that housethey were going to have a batny
something, why there would be a lot of people listeningpirsee vinat was
going on. In those daywe had a doctor

12
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We lived two and dourth miles from a small town of Camerdit]
had a population of about 280/e had a doctor there that would make house
calls Doc ZimmermanHe was a very good doctor, very carshgctor. He
was still there when | went to high schobhatdoctor was still making house
calls well into his eightiesalittle, dried up man Buthe was a busybody
(laugts).

We also had a barber in that tawralking about barbetthe barbers
generaly d i dstad tutting hair until after lunch, noontime, maybe-mid
afternoon. They would cut hair until midnigfithe reason would be nobody
comingin in the morningsBut the farmers wouldAfter they had all their
chores dongat night they would go tdhe barber shop to get their hair cut.
My first haircuts were ten cents. That barber in Cameron was pretty
successfull have no idea what he bought his farm for, but he owned forty
acres of flat landand he did not inherit any mondye made tht by cuting
ten cent haircutdaughs)

DePue It adds up over time.

Blade Oh it does, yeah.

DePue Was the family religious?

Blade Yes, we went to church almost every Sundeyer worked on SundaRoth

my parents were very shedldiwgrka Swsdagsnd di d

DePue What was the denomination?

Blade Lutheran [A] lot of Swedes are Lutheran, | guess, both in Swemtewell as
here.

DePue Do you remember the specific name of the Ltdahedenomination? Was there

a g/nod that you belonget?

Blade Oh,yeahcan6t r i g[tcanodftf thhainndddtowdy.at | want
DePue What language did they speak in the church?
Blade The New WindsoChurch was Swedish and American, early days they.were

Theyhad two services but later yegisst one because New Windsor was
just a lot of Swedes in that whole afaflot of Petersons, Nelsons, and
Swansons in that areandmy auntwas a Swanson.

DePue Well, you said youdad was a real stickler about speaking English at home
Did you have an gmortunity to learn any Swedisrowing up?

Blade No, neither | nor myrotherdid. My mother she could speak and write both
Swedish and Norwegian, se¢dught. Of coursérom her background, her
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parents and her grandparenteytalked Norwegian alihe time Norwegian
and Swedish is close enough that mytherwas able to pick that up have a
cousin in Sweden that was learning Englida used to write to mgnother
and mymotherwould write back to him and that waskmglish. But
sometimes his agstions would bé&n Swedish but mothercould understand
that and could answer that both ways for him.

DePue l &m just curious, was there a big enou
Norway and the culture of Sweden that there would be some joking around
about that or some outright friction between the two groups?

Blade Not to my knowledgel was never exposed to anything.

DePue Tell me a little
bit about your
education
growing up
theearly
years, to start
with.

Blade Okay.Well, 1
went to a one
room grade
schoo) andl
had to walk a
mile and a

quarter to
there We had Gene Blade is the blond in the back row center for the 8th grade class in

Shortsville School near Cameron, IL. Circa 1948

one teacher
taught all eight grade$Ve never hd less tharightkids in alleightgrades
nor mae thansixteenin all eightgrades.

| was the only one in my grade all eigjgars with the exception of
one spring, a farmhand moved in on the first of Majfthere waskome
disagreemengvidenty with the landlorgand they moved out during the
summer So,l only had a kid in my grade for six weelabout.

In those dayshe farm kids would get out of schaWe would start
school after Labor Daynd we would get out towards the end of Amd we
could help on the farm. Of course, when | got to high s¢he®lwent to the
end of May, generally, ahefirst of June.

Some of the classes or gradesuld have you know Wehad one
grade that had five kids in s an examplaVe had some gradéisere were
no kids in.In the oneroom schogleach class had roughly, nearly an hour of
classroomoryou6d go up ,fanddhere was ¢hairs deteup tberea s s
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by t he t e 8heWwosldwritse ordtiee blackboard and ask you
guestions for youreading assignment or your math assignment or whatever it
was and you dil your one hour of ath andenglish and whahave you, there.

Now maybe todaywe only talked about ath andmaybe tomorrow
was only on Bglish,andmaybe the next dayw e 6 d &seience subject
Someti mes wedd have a little bit of ©bo
the, probablyanadvantage to help your education was that you could listen to
the other grades that were ahead of, ya you would pick some of that,up
asyou got to the next class the next year.

What were you doing if you wereno6t wup

Well, you were doing studgssignments. Sgou were busy at your deskhe
teachers were very strj@nd you tended to busine§herewas no monkey
businessSome kids may have triet but the teacher quickly got them in
line.

We always had female teachers in my area. During the War, there was
a shortage of teachet@ne time | had a teacher that had just graduated from
high school and did short six week training to be a teacher at Western
[llinois University and came back as a certified teacher. My English was never
very good, but s h(cuckles)ghe would day@well, if me mu c h
youtakitand it sounds al/l r Tihaf Wwats aboutthed s pr o
extent of it.She was not a very good teacheally, for any of us, but |
always recall that one.

Now, in my first three grades, | had the same teacblee. was really a
great teache All the kids liked herand all learned alotfromhdr 6 ve oft en
thought in years since the €The closest house to us wakalf a mile away
from the school house. We had no phone in the schoolhbusee t eacher 6s
husband was a feed salesmida woutl bring her to school in the morning
and come after school to pick her up. Fortunately, in all those eight years that
| went to that country grade school, we never had a serious accident, anybody
getting cut, brokenarmoranyh i n g, but [|aboutthat.olthiat e n t h ot
was kind of tough. Somebody would have had to run a half a mile to get
somebody.

You walked this wholetimevhen youdre going to schoo

Yes, | did most all the timeWe had some neighbors that sometiinéisey

were four yeas behind mé they sometimes would take their kids to school

they had twinsSometimes | would ride with therhwould ride a bicycle, you

know,pr obabl y, | don,bprobdlygow, fourth grad

€ .1 worked and | had enough money to buy a ub&xycle off of
some fellow that We bought hay from thepandl saw that old bicycle up
thereinthe haylotand asked him what he wanted
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now, but I think it was somewhere probably aro$i8or somethinghat |
gave him for that used bicycle.

DePue: That would have been real money back then.

Blade: Well, it was. How | made some moreeyl h @ust reminded me of something
we could add in here. During the Warhy it was hard to get helwe lived a
guarter of a mile from a cemetetpey never coul get enouglhelpto keep
up the cemeteryso, here was a fence around the cemetery a water tank on
the cemeterplus a well [They] had alittle shed to keep the lawn mowers in.

Well, | probably wasl would guessabout eight years old, | believe,
thinking about the time frame. They came and asked my folksoifild herd
the sheep from this other neighboroés b
the mornings and then take them back and put them in the barn afTimght
|l 6d have t o pnunis litte dahkehere. Sothatas dgreed
on. | made ten cents a dagking care of those sheep. They took care of
keepingthe grass down on that cemetesgd (laughs)

DePue: ltds a symbiotic relationship there.
Blade: Yeah, yeah.

DePue: Did you have to do any chores in school?

Blade: | did, yes | guess my main job was feeding the hogshe& We had a

cement feeding flognext to the corn criblhat was my earlynoming job,

was to do thatl. would have to clean that feeding floor off at nigdmid scoop

all the cobs off from it. Ifitranecand it was muddy, | 6d he
the mud off with a scrapgand then scoop the corn out of the corn crib out

onto the cement floarThat was fenced jribecause it was a cattle feeding lot

too.Butt he cattle couldnét get in there.
DePue: How often did you get to take a bath or a shower at hamen you were

growing up?
Blade: Wel |l , that és aroukoow,dnthgsedagst i on t oo.
DePue: I 6 m t hailittlekbit of gig manure on your bootshen you get to

schooé But it wouldndét have beepmobabpny di f f e

Blade: Well, no, but most of the kids, we wore overshoes to sghaal those things
were taken off at the doorway of the school. All the families, the kids were
pretty clean, reallyBut, we normally took a bath on Saturday night. That was
kind of the deal

One farmer used to laugh abéut always remembehe was kind of a
storyteller, but a lot of truth to thatle s aMellj GgomefiSaturday night,
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everybody takes bath and then they go to towso they can listen to the

dogs allbaroWhen t hey6,d heo 6tdo gtoowrmoppi ng on
becausgin those dayseverybody worked a full six days of the wepketty

much, so

The bat h, we 0 dathwater enthe coodlove We hadah e b
stove called a Home Comfo@ook Stove. There was another one called
Majestic.Majestic also made potbellied stoyathough we had a furnace, so
we didndt have a p,adsoneeflthe jomestdduv e i n t h
school also had a furnace inbecause our other school had been hit by
lightning about five years before | started first grade, sodhyilt a new
school It had a basement and a furnace.

So, to heat thevater, [they] would heat on a wood burmgncook stove
in the kitchenThen it had a reservojithey called iton the edge of the stove.
In the winter months, the stove was always going, so that the reservoir was
there That reservoir probably held about ten gallons of wateu could dip
thatout and put that in a round tub that was albrgefoot across and
roughly a f ooty dwihprstand panddake youhbath er
that. The old story about throwing the baby out with the bathwater, well the
baby was generally the last aieeget the bathand by then the water was kind

of dirty, by the time everybody had taken a batit Sotha 6 s wher e t hat
story originated(laugh)

How many people were in the Blade family when you were growingyyip
the time you gotothe 1948,1 et 6 s say?

Yeah, well then it was just myotherandfatherand I, just the three of us.
Sao you got some fairly clean water by that time.
That 6s right. |l had ar.(@poghsfi opportunity

One more question abibgoing to schooMWhen you were an older kid, did
you have some responsibiliti®¥ou wereexpected to help the younger kids
with their lessons?

No.No, we didnodot. Others have asked tha
The teachers always hadéusVe always had enough work to do thekad,

youknowwe had farm work to do when we go
homework to do. At |l east, I dondt know
my grade school daybecause we basitty had an hour or thereabasét|

guess twhen we were down teightkids and we had, likéve kids in one

class why we had more time to be up there with the teadBet; we still did

all our work at school.

Do you think you got a decent education that way?
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Blade: Iprobably di dndtbutkve grobably didy yod kndWwiherer e n t
were some Kids there that did very well in scherad later on, and vée Of
those kids | went to school with, some of them never went on to high school
Then later yearswhy thenwasa requirementTheyhad to go to school until
theywas fifteen.

We had one kid that flunked every course in high scfaydlvo years,
unt il he was ol d eHecagdutdfafandlyodl nd6t have
thirteenand wa, by far, the most successfohe of the bunch[He] had
accumulated quite a bit of farmland and everyttand tad health issues and
committed suicide when he was fortine years old. Amazing what he did.
Other than that, we had a couple of kids tsameenginees, and we had one
thathad a PhDthat | know of So,they had a good foundatipcertainlyhad
good discipline there.

DePue: Well, that certainly counts for a lot.
Blade: Yeah, it doesl think.
DePue: Do you remembér You would have been pretty young, but do you remember

Pearl Harbor, when that happened?

Blade: My brotherand I just talked about that on the phone two weeks agditte
more than thatwhen theseventrof December was here. dondét r e me mbe
very much about thabut mybrotherwas telling me that he had came home
from Moline on the bus to Galesburg and was at our place. Wégot to
Galesburgon Sunday, evidentithatmust have beeon Saturday, the

seventhl dondét know, maybe it was a Sunda
DePue: Sunday was the sevdmt
Blade: Yeah, when it happeneWhen he got to Galesburtp get on the but go to

Moline, he found outhat Pearl Harbor had been attadkThen when hegot

to Moline, why then he found out more aboutpttherethan he did in
Galesburg. | guess tteewould have been some talk about that, as I recall, you
know, a day or two after that.

| suppose the paper came out on Mondays, because we used to take
two papers on the farm. One of them was the Jdgalesburg papeandthen
we also took the Drovedournal, which was a Chicago papEne reason we
took that washatit always had all the livestock markets inTihat was a way
to know what was going o reference to the prices of corn and livestock.

DePue: Now you nentioned youbrotherwas a Ny pilot?
Blade: That is correct.
DePue: Joined in 19427
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Yes, and

|l 6m guessing that Pear/| Ha Thohaotr g, s tthheen
reason he was more intrigued with going to the Navy and being alpi@®tm
just assuming heré probably should just let you explain it.

We talked about that the other détywas kind of interesting-le saidthat he

thought it was better to join the Navy and be a pilot than it was to end up

being drafted and being in the Arpas an infantrguy. So,t hat 6 s what he
did. My brotherwas verygood at mathand then helid the Navy training and

became a Navy pilot. He missed all of World War II, but he wassdructor,

pilot instructor, all that timewhile it was going omafter he completed latis

naval and pilot training.

Soi t 6s not cor r e Hespentd staeside atae instnicwrs e d it
pilot.

Well,t h at 6Thenthewaseworking on some classified stufhich we

didndét know what t hatbtwassa,y Bamedwashe ngai d
in California There they wredoing testing for jet planeduring World War

II,attheend That 6s what Wwe Wadndounthgpwwhhat
Korean broke out, what he was doing.

Were you paying much attentido what was going on in thear?

Oh, probably not a whole loteally, when | look backOne thing we did to

help raise money, | can remember, is we had a savings bond drive at the

school We sold stamps, little ten cent stamps to fill out a haok |

rememberl won the prize atschod. dondét know what | won
go to the barbershop when my Dad was gettinga haocut | 6 d paplo i n t [
hall and go around to guys and get them to buy stamps, give me the money to
buythe stamps tqut in my bookThat 6 s how | g.dlaughs)y bond

| know that for some peoplehere would be food rationing, gas rationing
certainly, rubber rationing, some of the other commodifés that have an
impact on youas a farm family?

Farmers were kind of exempt fraimat; although there were some limitations

on that We had some fuel stampéou had to put a stamp in the window on

your car as to whether yowerean A , B or C, I believe, b
you what those stood folow.l  d o n ¢ But,we dad &hé dbility

toé Farms were rationed somehow on the amount of fuel per acres orlcrops
dondét know Iasswmnethdlatd owmadst. know t hat, bu-
was the caséBut, we would put gas in the car and what Bawu.Therealso

was sugar rationing and some of those thihgaow, when thewar broke

out, why we bought extra sugar and had it stored upstairs in the house

hundred pound bags of sugar for canning purposes, because we canned and

cold packed the bedfiat we butchered and all of thatd
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DePue: Well, yourdad left Swederkind of to avoid being drafted.
Blade: That 6s correct.
DePue: Yourmo més f ami |l y c amvorldfWamollpnSwderr isnaeyof

the bases for the Germaméghere they got much of their iron ore and steel and
things.Norway was an occupied countfyid either of your parents express
any views about what was going on in vher?

Blade: No, not really, not to my knowledgeo, not about that. | mean, they tatke
about what myorotherwas doing, naturallyandsome things like thabut
not hing related to what youdre referen

DePue: Was your bigorotherkind of a hero to yo® Did you look up to himbecause
he was in the Navy?

Blade: | think, probably two things influenced me to go militar@ne of them was
my brother, [I] always looked up to that. The other was our neighdxoss
the road on the farphe wasa bird colonef in the lllinois Militia, and|
always looked up to him.

DePue: Militia, during Wort War Il ere?

Blade: Yeah, yeah lllinois Militia He was &ird colonel andhis headquarters was in
the armory in MonmoutiHe was like a brigade commangdas we would
know today, but | guess he was probably calleggamentaktommander.

T her e twemaerynndlliinois, bird coloneld did know how many there
were in the history of lllinoisduring that timeframe, but | do not now aid

DePLe: | know just a little about itOf course | thik it was 1940 when all of the
National Guard was called up do active dutyAfter that occurred, thethe
states organized their own state milifiagich was, | guess Was it pretty
similar to what the National Guard would lodke, except not quite as
rigorous in terms of their training and expectations?

Blade Yeah, pretty much sd.know they were called out to flood duty, | think in
1943 to BeardstownThe MonmouthMilitia was down there on that flood
duty, and thismanwas thecolonel inchargeof that

He used to come to the grade school, sometihteiember one time
he brought a walkie talkde you know how they are kind of shaped about
twelve, fourteennches long andbur inches squa and had brought a
couple of those and showed us kids how those worked for communic¢ations

YInthe U S. military, a full-bird colonel is in charge of brigades full -bird colonel is one rank below a ene
star general, or brigadier general, and one rank above a lieutenant colonel.
(https:/iwww.reference.com/governmeulitics/full-bird-colonelc06 98872078578
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which was very impressivgpu know (laughs) because we still got the
telephone hanging on the walbu know (laughs)

He had an olive drab car that he drove back and.forthd on 6t know
we had a general in the militia in those daysabird colonel was as far as

they couldgo.
DePue: | think there was andjutart general.
Blade: Well, yeah, there waadjutart genera) butwe did not have any United States

Propertyor Fiscal Officeror nothing like that.

DePue: I dondt even know abodtthesdnailitia ppsdiangthey e t al k
were even paid or if it was just kind of a voluntary thing.

Blade: No, there was some money connected with thatow that He had a carand
it was a Nashl remember thatand © was paintealive drab colod (laughs)

DePue: Di d t h efindnaiahsituatyod improve during thvear?

Blade: I d o n 0lt wakpnetyausteréut towards the end of the witrwas
good to be farmerdecause the price of hogs and cattle had gone up
significantly, and that reallyhelped things.

DePue: Did either of your parents work in any industry during that time?

Blade: No. No, well, always on the farnverything was pretty labor intense in those
days.

DePue: One hundred and sixty acreven on hardscrabble propertan keep a man
busy, huh?

Blade: Oh yeah, it sure did then, yes. Yeah, mytherhelped out some todost

people were still putting up hay, by loose hiaguessat one of my high

school class reunionsene of the persons there, she was the same age | w

but lived twenty miles away from uShe came and visited her grandparents

one time and came visited the schadien | waqin] first or second grade

and she was too. So, at this high school reunion, her husband wasiidere

she said @ gbt a holdbf my grandmothed s d and shg says$iY our

name is in there bsaid i We thdtd sterestingWh at 6 s my name i n
a b o uSheXayshiYou and youdad were dowphelping us put up hapnd

you were driving the horses on the hay wagamassee n year s ol d, o
says.

| dondt &erdamiiar with that, but for purposes here, you
would rake the hay in windrowsimilar to what it is today for baling
purposesAlthough in those days, many rakes were not called a side delivery
rake, which rakes the hay in windrowsu would have what they called a
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dump rake ombull rake, more of a dump rakéou would have to rake and
lifitup,and t hen youod randldtgpanother2o,ydudd | e fu
make several windrows, but t.Areaat o udd
how things were raked up with those old rakésu had a lever there to lift

them up which took a long time to get anything rak&then we would

straddle that with a team of horsa@s this hay wagon

Then the hay loader behipkind of had crank shafts on it that worked
the levers on these lift arms that would lift the hay up the slide and dump it on
to the hayrackNormally, one person would takieet hay off from the loader
put it on the hayrack and spread it oBtit he would throw it up to the front
part So, my job, in the frmt, wasnot onlywask e e pi ng t he hor ses
alsokind of have to square it out on the corners of the hayr@cke built
that up Of course, we had a ladddrhey called a ladder in the front part of
the hayrackhatcould fold down but we would have it standing uj help
hold the hay on ther@ hat probablyvasfive foot high, | assumeéAsit got

full,b1 6d be st andi ng ,gudingtthateeaneof lmorsest hat | ad
DePue: How old were you when you started driving the tractor?
Blade: Well, nine when | started driving the tractor. Ndhe other thinghatwe did,

whenl startedat sever 1a drivena vehicle since | was seveiWe had an old
0 3CGhevy pickupWhen | was born, my folks no longer had thatditle car
| was talking about. They then had 1929 Chewar (laughs)

My brotherand Iwastalking about that the other day, tadhe seventh
of December gotsion a lot of subjects that ddgughs) But they had traded
t he 0 26ff. Theremy pad got a half ton Chevy pickinpl935.Now,
the seats were spliboth on the seat part, as well as the back partve
pulled up hay, loose haiynto the haymow, many people had a horse that they
pulled that up withBut, we only had two horseand we were using them to
load thehay.

So, weused thepickup. So, you would face théruck forward with that
and then back ufhere was always plentyadomd you di dndét have
real particular how you backed &igo pull the hayThat way you could watch
the hay going up into the haow, with the fork Then,when that got pulled
back, youodSb,|dastow shorthhoaeath the pedatsll wastoo
short to look up high enough

So we took out the bottom half of the seat part and put it on the other
half of the seatthentook the other half of the back part and put behind me
That way | could reach the pedals ahtve and see where | was goirg
started pulling haup, when | was seven years dldughs)

DePue: Because seven years old is probably too young to be handling thenhbayit
gets high enoughp and pull it into thé
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Blade: Ohyeah,yeaH was too young to be able to dc¢
could scatter it around a little bit on the front of that hayraskwe loaded
hay. Farmersthen traded hel@ lot, you know becauseny dad and | would
be loadinghay, and then they woulbdring out another team of horses and a
wagon We would back it up to the hay load@&hen they would take that
team in with that wagonto unload it Th a t 6 sThereavauld be maybe
threeor four farmers working together, having this all going, yeah

DePue: Did you have a milk cow on the farm?

Blade: Yeah, we did. We generally milked about three coltmt was used for
household usél'hen we also had a cream separaad what that does is
separate the cream from the milk h a and@tlger labor intenghing. You got
to crank a handjeand it has a flywheel on,iand you really got to get that
goingu n t iélThen whirsyou get it to a certain speed, why theu can
turn the spigot ont has a bowl that holds about five gallpssgs on top of
this machineThen you open the spigand it goes through the separator part
of that andthatseparates the milk and the cre@me spout puts the milk qut
and the other spout puts the cream dben we saved the cream, put that in a
five gallon cream canvhich we kept in the basemebecause it was cooler
in the basement

Then once a weekwe would takehatto Cameron and put it to the
railroad station theréA train would stop and pick that up, and we would ship
it Galva, lllinois, to the Petersa@reameryin Galva, Illinois.Then a few days
later, why that cream can would come back to Cameama then we would
have another cream can to go back to Galva again.

The grandson of the Peterson family that had the creamery up there
was also in the Galva guard, as | found out many years \&kehad a lbof
stories to talk about thalaughs)

DePue: What did you do with the milk then?

Blade: We fed the milk to hogsfter it was separatebdecause you took the butter fat
out of that We generally drank whole miliVe did not drink the milk that
had been separatddle c ause t hat vwMotherwotld ugeuhet e as r
cream sometimes to make buttérfe churned our own buttefhat used to be
another one of my jobsometimesOf course, g motherdid all the baking
and cooking, baked bread every week.

DePue Did you have chickens as well?

Blade: We did We had chickendVe used to take the eggs to Cameron to the grocery
store and would sell the eggs thdreturn, you would barteand take off
whatever the eggs were from the price you paid for the groceries. There were
no sales taxes in those days.
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|l 6ve talked to quite a fwhogrewepopd e of s
farm, and practically everybody was using thosesefpy a little bit of cash

crop But, obviously, if you havegotthese small town®f a couple hundred

people and lots and lots of farmers who brimgtheir produce wheredoes it

go from there?

Well, sometimes we would have thirty dozen egates We would take those
to Galesburg and sell them there. We would buy several groceries in
Galesburgbut on incidental stuff we wbewelused to be two grocery
stores irthelittle town of 280 One of the stores was the post office and
grocery sbre and the other one wa grocery store and a hardwatere.

As far as you knoya lot of that surplus would go to larger cities, Chicago or
Rock Island or places like that?

Yes, we would take the eggs to Galesbusyippose people whoséd closer
to Monmouth would have taken eggs to Monmeb#tause there was a
persot her e t hat é AMdnmoutherobably shipmed eggs to
Chicago.

Did you guys do your own butchering on the farm?

We did. | guessas a young mamndagain, | started carrying a rifle twnt
groundhogs withbecause we could get twerftye cents for groundhog ears
| used to do that with a rifle. | was a pretty good shsta very young man
Nobodytrained mel just learred how to do thaSo, when we butchered
used to be the young gty go aroundwould shoot the hog or the steer that
we werebutchering.

The farmers used to kid me aboutifme cause t hereds a |
the hair on the forehead of the hog armbain cattlelf you hit right in the
middle, where all that hair splitsyhy theyd Idrbp straight to the groun8ut,

if you are just a little bitoffr i ght or | eft, theyodl |l f al
droptothegrounbecause t heyloy.e Ikfi |tl eay idisd mtt
down, they would really get on me, |jus

shot as | should have been, or something to that effect
Well, how far away was your targethen youre pulling the trigger?

Well, not very far awaygenerally, probably ten feetin most caseg, t hey 6 d ]
be pretty close.

Sa in reference to butchering, that reminded me of something else.
You know, you would take advantage of everything that you butchefgte
beef, why we would wt the throat right away, on the beef animal, the jugular
vein. Of coursethe blood would run out. Mgnotherwould be out there with
a pan or two to collect the bloo@ihen she would take that blood and pour
that in a homemade sack that ve&®ut two and a half or three inches
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diameter Before she put the blood in there, she would mix flour in there and
probablysome otherbuttermaypeand | dondt Kknow what e
put that in thereShe would have this in about foot long dedlhen she would

boil that until it was cookedThen we would have that as sausage latelton.

sounds kind of gross, but it was kind of good.

DePue: Blood sausage.

Blade: Yeah, then when she cooked that T h a t sliwes mist likensalami or
somethindike that. Then she would make a milk gra¥ypu would have that
and the gravywhich was a pretty rich, protein food/e then would put that
on mashed potatoes or that to, sametimesWhen you look back, | mean,
everything was use@lmost.

Because tt hides, we used to take the hides and take them to
GalesburgThere was a fellow there that would buy the hides from the cattle
off from you We would take themand he would ship those to Chicago
because his placerhere he boughhe hideswas right nextto mymc | e 6 s
garage that he had in Galesbutgvas mather interestingIn the summertime
it was kind of a pretty raunchy odor in that plaicethe basement (laughs)
That was right on the square in Galesburg, on the southwest cbther o

square.
DePue: Was butchering cattle quite a bit different operation than the hogs?
Blade: No, not really. The hag what we did there is, we would shoot thewain.
We did not collect the blood out of the hogs, dut
DePue: Is there a reason fohnat that you know of?
Blade: No, |l donodt , pr oba bl )justoompareeto theucgtte. b1 o o d

The other thing we had to be very carefylistthe cattle go pretty much
berserk around the blood business, ®een we would butcher, that was
newer out in the latbecause both hogs and cattle would kind of react to that
fresh blood It could be dangerous to be around thatas always told thato
we always werenever out in the main feed lot doing that.

DePue: Was butchering day a day when tieghbors would get together to work on
it?
Blade: Yes Yeah we would také F ohogs for example you would have a big

fifty -five gallon barrelYoud get the hogs to somepldegherdy o u 6 d have ¢
block and tackleY ou would slit the tendons on the has, betweerthe
hooves and the elbow of the hptle same thing on cattle

There used to be .&gainsereneouldb®ms conser v
piece of hedge that was hewed out and have a little notch on the end, so the
| egs woul dnét,wheaé¢ | yootdhé dotcrhaad putthe t ¢ h
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tendonsovertYou 6d do t hat o nTheroypuhwouddhayesa and c
block and tackleup in the buildingand you would pull them y@nd then
you could stand up and do the butchering of them.

Now the hogs, to gehe hair offfrom them, you would have a fifty
five gallon barrel of this hot wateY ou would build a fire and had a barrel of
water setting on it, then you had that propped up with some-haade outfit
to hold the water above the fire. You would puttivater in that boiling hot
scatlingwatera nd t h e ntheyhogudowh inther@ f t er youodéd ki l
naturally The n t h at woulddScrape allyhe haoff from there [It]
went pretty slickreally. You had a special tool to do th#twas kind of

concaved.
DePue: All this is while the hog innards are still in the hog?
Blade: Yes, thatdés correct. You scraped all t

first, even the tail, scrape the hair off the,tbédcause some people would use
that to make soup out.ofo u 6 d h a vwe deei@df kf kthereBut after
it 6 s althHen yekwoulddnttendaround and split him open and take the
innards out. That sometimdbenthe innards was fed to the ho§e, they
would eat that, live tankage, | guess you would say, yeah.

DePue: | would have thought that they used some of the intestines for sausage or
things like tha?

Blade: We never digdbut some didSomepeople did, but we never did. Nobody in
our neighlorhood did thatbecause we used to go arowamdibutcherfor
different people, you knowNormally we woul d only butcher
place at a timeAsfar as | know, | think that wasearly always done on
Saturdaybecause | know | was always homenrh schogland | had my job
there. (laughs)

DePue: In other words, you needed all hands on butchering day.

Blade: Yeah, and you could butcher, ykoow, you could do a hog and a beef the
same day, buie cattlé We would skin the cattjeyou skin them.But they
would be lifted upas well.

DePue: Was it womends work to butcher t he chi

Blade: Most cases, yeah, yeah, yehthink sg | want to think about it. All the cases
that | can recall, it was all the women did thetten there used to be lard
rendering Doesthat ring a bell?

DePue: Yep.

Blade: Well that was another thing tl&atAnimals in those days was always fat or
nearly always. So theall the fat was cutofffhen youdd put that
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rendering buckets or tulasd put a big fire under them and renderlénd
out Thent her eb6d be tishoattheywouldscallkhbti n g s

DePue: That was what was left over?

Blade: That was whdk left over, because thegreas¢ ur ns white after
renderecandget s ¢ o o | , always pieces hckipthat@rsd upYou call
that cracklings.

DePue: Is that something you could eat?

Blade: Yeah, | guess you coultlguess we probablyl d o n 6We ate some of
thosebut never very much of it. @ it was prettygreasy They were in about
threequarter inch chunks, | gueskhe lard had all beerenderedut, but
there was some still left in them, yedd. dbrgot about thaé long time ago.

DePue: Wel |, itds certainly a diay.ferent |ifes
Blade: Oh yeah.

DePue: That 6s why | ask so many questions abo
Blade: Oh, itis it is.

DePue: When did you start high school?

Blade: Well, in the fall of 1948and that was the ye@ar.That spring is when they

closed all the grade schools. | assumeanost all, at least in west central
'l linois, thatos whhenrtheystadet busigdstoa c c o mp |
high school in Monmouthwhich was ten miles away for me.

DePue: What youodr e t atatkcomirg inaru sayitg thatsve nedddo s
consolidate all these offeom school houses and get to a level where they
can, what, have enough kids in each one of the gradekey can go through
the, what, the structure we would understand today?

Blade: Ye s, that 6s correct .

DePue: Do you remember ardiscussion about the families themselves, how they
reacted to that decision?

Blade: Well, a little bit Some of the things They drew up linesand of course, the
people on the roatthat! lived on was kind ofinusual when that happened.

Originally, | was supposed to go to Galesburg High Schidawy drew the
line. One mile west of us was the line between Galesburg and Monmouth.
Now, if you just went like a straight line until you got to Knox County
because | a&s in Warren Counéy you probably would have had to have
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driven, | would guess maybe six miles to get to the Knox County Tihat

really upset the farmert think that they had got drug into paying taxes to

Knox County.They thought they ought to havedn paying to Warren

CountySo, i f your |l and joined somebody e
joining landall the way toWwarren County school, then you could petition to

get out of there.

Sao my first year in high schopiny dad had to pay tuitiofor me to go
to Monmouth High SchooBut the farmers knew that they were going to get
that thing petitioned and change that. So the people on the east side of my
road, they went to Galesbyrand they never did petition quiecause the wife
was a Knox Gllegegraduate and a digard Knox College persofo, heir
kids went to Knox County and Galesburg and no problem.

Well, my brotherwent to Monmouth High Schodbecause it was in
Warren County. So, we petitioned our farm out of that consolidated school
Others dd, all around usto kind of halfvay get it sraightened out. A lot of
antifriction to the guy across the rotithtw 0 u | pletitiontout. There me
ti me was when the people caught 1in tha

Was thereanynostpi a of some people thadm t hey ol
schools?

Oh, | guess there was somandthegrbidgsl e t hat
are going to have to ride buses to school and what have you.

Wasit mai nl y b e codeabdusds hne peGadot farthey aavayt
from home?

And safety factorsTh ey di dndét | i ke t low lHadisses bec
car. | bought a caraModel Awas my firstcad di dndét have a dri
license because in 1948duess would have benthirteenyears old and

owned a carAs long as | behaved myself her e wasndét any pr ol
driving that | used to drive that thea mile and a half, alwsttwo miles | did

drive two miles west to where the school bus came, asdar as it came was

two miles west of us. So, | drove my car otleereand got on the school hus

as a freshmerand rode the school bus.

Now my sophomore year, farm boysds could get license earlier, get
them at fifteen, | thinkSo | was almost fieen so | would drive to school
then They paid mydad for me to drive to Monmouth High Scho@ther than
ride the busbecaus®f extra miles to pick me up

So they didnét actually have to stop n
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Blade: T hat 0,becauseghle way the roads were and dirt roads anc that
would havehadto drive about four miles out of the wgyst to pick me up.

DePue: Did you have any favorite classesice you got to high school?

Blade: Well, | suppose farm boys would likke FFA[Future Farmers of America]
andAg [agriculture] | guessNearly all the boys were in Future Farmers of
Americg and they were allidg.1 dondét know of a farm b

Ag class really. We learned some techniques in thazwell.
DePue: How about extracurricular activitie§d you do any of that?

Blade: | did when | was a senipbut not before that. | aiays had too much work at
homeYou dondt ne e dMytfatherdidenot dant me glayinch at .
football, because you get injurebother your whole lifewas that philosophy
which, looking back on itl, 6giad it went that way(laughs) | did go out for
track when | was a senior and did very well at it.

DePue: Now, | know you were working hard at homedBjiou have any other jobs?

Blade: Not duri ng s c hyeab,Inolnthesenmertime,dhiadt ndbst h o w
bought my cawas | used to tie the wires on bales on a baler for one of the
neighborsmore than one of them, | guessised to get half a ceatbale for
doing that.

DePue: This would have been in the summer, but June of 1950, about the middle of
your high school caregis the timeframe that North Korea invaded South
Korea. Were you paying a little bit more attention to what was going in the
world at that time?

Blade: Well, particularly sql think. My brotherwas home on leave when that broke
out He was in Korea three days later. We got a telegrigim away, and of
coursel think we had electricity then, pretty reasonably sure we itid %60.
When did that break out i 520

DePue Juneof 195Q

Blade: Yeah,yeahT hat 6 s about the time that we got
anyway, he went over ther8o, of course,ansequently, we were well aware
of what was going on then. Some of thethigthool kids belonged to the
National Guardlater on thereThe Guard left id

DePue: Fifty-two, | think.

Blade: Fifty-one, | think the Monmouth uniSomeof them went ird 5irl
Monmouth.

DePue: Okay, so a year into the war
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Blade: Yeah, yeah, we haghe of the kidsinmyclaésl 6 d signed up to |j
Guard but c¢heaadsethey weredud. Oneiofithe kids in my class
did go with the Guard. Hedot in earlier.

DePue: Your brother Navy pilot, first year of the Korean War, what was harfty?
Blade: Il 6m notreghosi ti ve

DePue: Was it a fighter?

Blade: Yes it wasand they were bombing railroad tracks, one thing and another.
DePue: Well, versus what your family experienced in World War I, your folks had to

be pretty nervous about yolrotherthere?

Blade: Ohyes,yest h at G Kewas natied themoo. My brotherwas married in
0 4 6 theywasmarried

DePue: Did they have aykids at the time?

Blade: Yes he did He had a daughter at that time. Later, had another daudpoiter

yeah He was only over there for, | thinkinety days, something like that, not
very long.He flew several missionsind der so many missiongou gt to
come home.

DePue Oh, okay.You mentionedyourself that you were interested in joining the
National Guardwhy?

Blade: Well then yeah | guess that comes back to the nemhibeing in the militia
and mybrother | guessSome of the otheryounger guys that were a little
older than I, were in the Guard, you knodwnd we had some neighbotisat
werein the Guardprior to World War Il. Matter of factone of the hired men
across the rad who was a good friend of myrotheb ,svas in the gual and
had to go early with the Monmouth unit. They went down to Camp Forest
Tennessee, | think.

DePue: What did you intend to do with yolife, in the lastyear or two in high
school?
Blade: Probably bea farmer, | would guess.
DePue: Yousay,youwul d guess. You just donét recal
Blade: Well, Imeant hat was just mor e atryoulwerss | mpl i

going to dgis farm, | guesd had no desire to go to college at that point.

DePue: Were you looking forward to farming?
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Blade: Yeah, Ithink so.10

DePue: At that time were you thinkingl need to get a piece of land of my qwan
are you thinking | need to help naad?

Blade: Well probably help myfatherl woul d assume. Hedd talk
some more farmland.

DePue: He still had 160acres?

Blade: Still had160. [He]never did have any more tHe60 Then when | graduated
from high schoqll went to work in the factoryBut, | think everything was
around farming really, mostly.

DePue: What factory did you start working in?

Blade: Admiral Corporation which made refrigerators and stoves.

DePue: Was that in Galesburg?

Blade: In Galesburg, yes.

DePue: I assume youdre spendi ng dadoufanthef u l | ot
same time@

Blade: Well, I did. After, you know, Iwould come home and always had chores to do

and one thing and anothevhen | was working at the factar&nd, o course
Saturdaysdid n 6t wor k ,sotl workedeat hbnaecybuoknow, or
worked on the farm.

DePue: What year did you graduate framgh school?
Blade: Fifty-two.
DePue: Did you think at that timethat you wanted to join the military? That would

have beepstill, in the middle of the Korean War.

Blade: Yeah,yep, | would sayyes, still did. Along about themhen | got outl
thog ht | té gkt id the Navybecause myrother was in the Navy.was
going to do thatThen | went and talked to the recruiters in Galesburg.

You had to go t&Chicago to take a physicahbout the time | was to
go take a physical, why thethey changed the lavand you had to be a
college graduate to get in the Navy program, into the pilot progvan,
some of my high school friends joined the Najst as sailorswith noé .but
my objective at that time wabwanted to be a pilptike my brotherwas |
guessLater on, | did payo getmy own license to fly.
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Did it ever occur to you, especially as a fighter pilot or somethinghi&e
T h a & liftls bit more dangerous line of business?

| thinkthattwhen youdolriek ea tyhoautt,h you dondot muc|
(laughs)

What was youmom thinking about jtthough? Was she telling you anything?

Wel | , | dondt t himotkerpsloablywaseoackrhey . I t hin
about that, but fpughd thed od nyuchreadlyu | d n 6t have

Well, what did you end up doingnilitary-wise, then?

Well, as soon as theuard unitcame back from Korea, they opened
enlistmentsup again, | was the first one to join the unit in Monmoutiad

the lowest sevice number. When they came back, many of them got out of the
unit. So,therewerea lot of opportunities and vacancies in the unit.

What do you megryou had the lowest service number?

Well, when you enlisted/ou were given a servigeimber Each unit was
gi ven N xacertainhbiobkefservice numbefSo being | was the first
one in, | got the lowest service number of that T rhewt th@atsworked

Something like, in the military, your identification number that you had?
That 6.s right

So what would pass for Social Security number no®

That 0s.Lateoon weswert toSocial Security numbers.

Okay, Colonel, do you remember what your service number was?
Yeah, 263995481 laughs)

And each unit was assigned a block of these numbers?

Um hum Yep.

What was the unit that you joined?

That wasHeadquartersHeadquarters and Service Battelrst Battalion,
123rdField Artillery Batalion. That was a 158o0witzers is what they had.

When you sayfi 456-5,0 155 millimeter?

Yeah, 155 millimeter.
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DePue: Towed?

Blade: Towed

DePue: Headquarters and Service BattekgtBattalion,123rdField Artillery
Regiment?

Blade: Battalion

DePue: First Battalion

Blade: On(_a Hundred Twentyhird Field Artillery Battaion, yeahltwa s n 6t a
regiment.

DePue: What three letterddteries, were in thddattalion then?

Blade: Three, A B, C, Alpha, Bravo, Charlie

DePue: Was there &ndBattalion?

Blade: Yes, there wasSecond Battalion was in Rock Islgrathought hat was, | e

sed | think that was still a field artillerythen.Later on they werantt
aircraftbatalion, up there. But | believe they were field artilleiyou see we
used to haw@ and you know this tod,thinkd we had three field aitery
battalions prior to World War 11, one of them being in St. Louihe others
wereRock Island and Monmouth, | think.

DePue: Was the2nd Battalion, did it have Delta, Eohand Fox Trot Bttery or did
they have their A, B and Qatteries, as wéll

Blade: They would have been A, B and C also.

DePue: So thatds a |ittle bit different from
sounds likeor an infantry regiment, for exam@e

Blade: Yeah, probhly was. When they firstame back, we were the 210nstead of
thel, 2, 3.

DePue: When you joined?

Blade: | think that was just when that changé&that changed back to the 2. 3

where the21h is what we were. When they first came hatley designged
that Does that sour@ You wrote the history book on that.

DePue: Yeah, |l 6d have to go |l ook at the book.

Blade: | would too.
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This i1 s why | decaugeroyly peaple who liveduhcohgh this
experience are probably remotely interesteth@se kinds of things. But the
lineage of these units is important to the people who were in them

Il need to |l ook back at your book to se
around here. | just run into this the other day. | got a little notebabksame

things, becausgat] my first camp | was a radio operator for tihéeadquarters
Batterycommanderl dondét know i f thatoés in thel
some chain of command thingsinthdred d hav e tlmaytoradae a | o«
not be abled answer thaf(laughs)

Was this unit primarily Korean War veterans and a smattering of World War
Il vets on te of that?

Yeah, very few World War IIWehad a few, the officersind we had a few of
the NCOs were World War Il vets.

What 6s s o dthehintmms of whattthe National Guard gets for
traningver sus t hen? That Geexppremet hing t hat

Oh, okay.

What kind of training did you get when you first joinedi@ you go to basic
training, for example?

No, | didndét. We dril | eidMohmoothWhenur s eve
first signed up, there was some others that signed up very shortly after me.

They issued us uniformshowed us how to put the uniform on and one thing

and anotbr and how the boots need to go ¥our belt went on from left to

right and stuff like that. We hadraastersergeantwhich wasthe highest rank

enlisted in those daysvasan E7 There was no E8s and 9s uidtibi8when

that happened, | think.

SergeanHiggins who happened to be in niyotheb s hi gh school
class, was the masteergeantHe was in charge of the training, basic training
for us We started offright, left, right, marching and all the marching
commands and those kind of thing®en we got to the weaponand ve had
to take the weapons apart and put them togekhery all the parts Same
thing with the machine guns and those kind of things. After so many weeks,
then,we graduated from that.

Then when we went to that first summero@@ | 6 m not positiv
right on this next .lisebnstomekbwethadl t hi nk
about eightyfour enlisted peoplevhen we went to first cam.here were
somehowitzersuptherel donét know how many we t 0«
batter, but they grouped us togethefoyd Anderson and | were caonees
and firing the 155His dad was aergeant first class, section chiahd we
fired thel55at c amp . I dondét know how many r
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but we were a very small battal. The next yeawe weremuchlarger and a
lot more man powea lot of peoplehadsigned up.

DePue: But | thought you mentionetthatyou were in Headquarters Battery?

Blade: | was butd

DePue But they didnodét havbeadguage3howi t zer s ass
Blade: No, but there wasnodot eno,)rither peopl e to

So,they consolidated us aind we all went to one battery. | assdrand |
dondt k;dowadnoo wkmombly. \Weirebably all went to A
Battery and we fired A Battery todayhen maybe we went to B Battery the
next day and C Battery the next day.

DePue As far you were concerned, it was fine to be out there working on the gun
line?
Blade: Yeah, | guess so and a little sslé o r ¥ind ofifut nénsy but it wasn

funny. They put me on range guard one day. ¥oaw, | think Sergeant
Major Foley, who was Corporal Foley thétewas second command of the
radio operationand | was a radio operator for thatterycommanderl also
had to puliguard duty and KP and those other kinds of activities that new
people pulled. So, they put me as a range guard out by the impacratea
there was a gate thefjeast a onearmed gateNobody could go through that
while live fire was going on.

Well, they took me out theresarly in the morningl had a little pint of
milk and a couple of peanut buttglly sandwiches and maybe an apple or
something, but not very much. They said fidelye back to get me that
evening. Wel 8artsdetbnmlarigaurt d t thtreeree wasndt a
firinggoingonl 6 m st i |ahdtfoughtwetl, h etrhee y 61 I.Itcome ge
getsdark,antl 6 m st i |And aoutlO:00thatenighd, here comes
Foley and Eggerto come out to get me.

Now, the rest of the storg, they had all gone to town, was in a bar
someplace having a good tindend all at oncet h ey s @addve lefh My
Blade, Private Blade out there on guard podt

They @me back to post, changed clothgsta jeep,and cameout to
the range and pigdme up out there ontherandge 6 s X00Gatunight
when they eame and gt me So,| 6 ve al wthoseguyka lafabautd
how they took care of their troog$aughs)

DePue Well, that story illustrates another thing. It illustrates the natuteawfing
going to summer campecause you still had time in the evening to get
dressed in civilian clothes and go to town?
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Blade: Yes, we did. In those early days, as some of the senior officers used to talk
about, when they started getting more serausut intense training in the
Guard, is the§ vtaken all the fun out of Guard.

But, in those daysheweekends were always fre€étdr o u liade a
parade Saturday mornin§aturday afternogryou would go to town and
come back Sunday evening aheny getback to work maybe bivouac one
night during the two week trainin@hatwas it. Sethe guys, most of the time,
you could go to town about every nighhd they would.

DePue Were there night firing exercises or primarily firing in the daylight?

Blade: Everything was daylightwith the exceptoowh en youdd be out or
Theydd shoot a I|ittle bit of i1l uminat

DePue: Where was the summer camp location?

Blade: Camp Ripley, Minnesotinen We drove up thereand | droe. Corporal

Foley and | was in a jeep together and drove up there.

DePue: Foley t hat 6s a ,asawslleWHat wasehis @k atithe gme,
private?
Blade: Corporal.He stayed in Californidbut he was activated during Korea, both

him and Kenny Egger®oth ofthem were corporals. Kenny was in the wire
section and Foley was in the radio sectidhe n n ergtidesCharlie was the
com chief as amastersergeant.

Gossett was the firsergeantYouwo u |l d n 6t  him besausen o wn
he got out the next yeaChalie Egger became tHast sergeantand his other
brothet whods ol der t han,adkhetogkadiraca s Donni
commission as secondlieutenantSo the second camp | went to, he \&as
secondlieutenant.

DePue: What was your specifiassignment?
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First year, | was in the radio section but the driver for tagterycommander,
CaptainDave Fleming.

Did you like that, your
early experience in the
Guard.

| did; I liked that Then
that first year when | caen
back thenthey moved me
over to the wire section
So, | was a wire team
leader my second yeat
camp as acorporal.

What does the wireestion
do?

Well,mthosedaysweran Sergeant Blade stands ou

wire that has a coating on it  Direction Center Quonset hut at Schofield Barracks,
from the @Ps to the fire Hawaii, 1958. Schofield Barracks was the home of

N the 25th Infantry Division.
direction centers. € ot imanty bivision
OP,observation post

Observatiorpost yes. We also rasome wires within the batteriggost of
the batteries took care of their ovirom the battery centers to the phones on
the gunsbut sometimes we did that,agell out ofHeadquarters Battery

That sounds like it could be hard work.

Yeah itwas stringing that wire We had big reels ofwitéd dondét r e me mb.
how much was on them nowut we laid thatThen of coursejf some other

vehicle orsome otheunit run acrossthewires hen t hey woul dnodt
communicationsbecause they reliea lot on wire communications in those

days because the radios were not always that ggodu 6 d hepairéhe t o

wire a lot of times.

Do you think that training you receivgtthe first couple years in the National
Guard was pretty good?

Real good, I thinkWhen | look back on it, that Sergeant Higgins did an
excellent jobin training us | can relate to thatlown the road a little hitvhen
| get on active dutyto talk about that.

He was reallygoadHe wasndét r eal anythngar sh wi t |
Nearly all of us were farm boyBarm boys just seem to pay attention to
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what 60s ,because theirparents made them work pretty.hard
Particularlyinmy caset her e wasnod6t any reason to g

DePue: Why, | would think the nature of your experiences make it more conducive to
fit into afield environment for the National Guard, working with machinery,
working with tools, things like th&t

Blade: Yes, it sure didl guessbefore we went to cammve wentto MonmouthPark
t o t r adnlyptén€ Wweegot paid was for Monday night, the two hour.drill
But we got one dayodés pay for that. We

on Wednesday nightsleaning equipment or doing something like float

our own gatis | look back to think that thenothes or the wives or the
girlfriends would be down there on Wednesday rsgimid in some cases, the
little kids running aroundand the guys were cleaning equipment or getting
ready for the next drill or somethindkdithat

DePue: You mentioned you got a daybés pay for
youmearaiday @3 pay

Blade: Military pay. For two hour drill we got one day military pay for that.

DePue: Youmeanyou 6r e ,a0 pyow@ait € ¢ quivdlentofgvhapaa i d t he

private would get for one day?

Blade: Yep. Take thirty timesthaand t hat woul d be equal to
net pay, my first camp, wa&34 for two weeks. There must have been some
taxes came oubecausét used to b&68a month but | believe it wa® 702
somethindike that,a month, my first yeaBut some taxes or something must
have ome out of that.

DePue: Well, that had to help a little bit, supplementing pay you were getting
otherwis&
Blade: We |l | , t.hwas wibskingtatrthe é&actory when | joined the Guany

supervisor in the factory wassargeant in the Galesburg urfio, we went to

camp the same tim€ampRipley, that yeay coincided with when the plant

shut down for vacatiarBow e d i d n dniss anyawor&Butithat just

happenedl 6 m sur e t hat was nb@dauspevesygodya mme d t |
didndét work at the factory.

DePue: You mentioned wives and girlfrienddid you have one of those i954?
Blade: Yeah, | did. We got married in 195dfter | came back from camp.

DePue: YousayfiWe oOWh o 6 s o Awe ?

Blade: Well, Marilyn and I. As Marilyn always said, my first priority was the Guard

(laughs) which related to that story all right.
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What 6s Marilynds maiden name?
Dugan and he fatherwas a barber.
Well, thatds why you know so much

Yeah

He wasndét the barber who was buying

No, no. He was a sportsman, did a lot of hunting and fishing.
How did youmeet Marilyn?

Well, we were in high school together. She wasclass behind mdut we

were in an English class together, | guess. Other than that, that was the only
class | think we had togethér d o n ¢we hddm unior/senior prom or
somehing like that and | guesshenwe started dating after thatwas a

senior and she was a junior.

That was two years later you got marrideerf?

Yes.

What did she think about your National Guard experience?

Well, | guess sherobably thought that was all riglat the timeyou know.
As long as the pay checks came?

Well, (laughs) probablyin those dayswe only got paid every three months.
Oh, really?

Yeah, that went that way into tkbe6 DBeforewe got away from getting paid
every threamonths. Maybégit] might be everhavegot into thed 7 ,0naybe.

| know that in 1956you decided to make a change in your Méhat was it
that happened in 1956 that cagigeu to think about going on active duty?

Well, in those daysyou could be a member of the Guandt when your draft
number came ypvhy they would draft youThere was an opportunity to go
on active dutyout of the GuardY ou could go on activduty with your rank,
initially.

What was your rank in 056

| was asergeant.
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DePue: E-5, sergeant

Blade: E-5. | was awire chief then The neighbor was on the draft bogadd he told
me one day, heays,i G e, goair number is about ready ¢ome up on the
drat so you need to be thinking about so
was aware of what | was just talking abapplying for active duty. So go
to the unit in Monmouth and told them what was goingamal | need to apply
for active dity. Sq they applied for active duty or put my paperwork¥Ymou
would be accepted. They accepted everybodyof the Guar@ndin the
Reserve as well.

So,l left on Christmas DayThetweny-s i xt h of Delcember
had to report to Fort Leonaklood. One of the fellows that was in high
school with me went with the Guatal Koreaand hen turned around and got
out of the Guard and went back on active duty agéénwas home on leave
in Monmouth We all were friends from high school days and@ward He
was going to Fort Chaffey. Sbe saidiiwel,L Gene, why doné6t you
with me to Fort LeonarlVoodand | 61 | ?dr op you off

So, we left at midnight on Christmas night, thentyfifth, and drove
down to Fort LeonartiVood. | stopped offn a motel and slept for a little
while, thenreported that afternoon to Fort Leon&kibod.

DePue: On Christmas Day?

Blade: Day after | left home on Christmas Day or midnight that nigjgah Yeah
th at 6 swehad o neport in, so kind of unusuakvetheless. lis unusual
when you | ook back at]lreportedimthéreartdhat 6 s w
there were several othetsalways remember a cadre room in the end of one
of them old barrackslown there.

There was a DaviBonk, a Sergeant DaviBonk from Minnesota
National Guard, farm boyVe were the two ranking membeY§¥e were put in
the cadre room at the upstairs of the barracks. So, we had to put out the details
for the guys té T h ehadeto be a CQrharge of quartergwake all night
Somebody had to fire the furnaces to keep the barracks sarme had to
assign that duty ouf.hey gave us a little money down theréhink they
call ed t had la tilfilddiabogtehe Gesnor second day we
were there and that littleit of end processing.

Then abou€ | guess we were there about a weajht after New
Y e a wides weloaded on a troop train and shipged-ortCarson. David
Bonk wasnot on therefor somereason. real |l y donét know w
him.

DePue: Whatdid you do for that first week?
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Mostly processingand wethey issued us clotheg/e got all our clothes and
boots and all of that stuff and we did
Saq no training or anything like that?

No, it was allin processingWe did a physical had a physical before | left
home but | also got another physical theYée got shots and issued clothing
and stuff like that.

Were these mostly National Guardsntkatyou were with?

Guardmen and Reservists and also draftedst of draftees in theraVa s n 0 t
too many of us. At Fort Leonand/ood, it was just very few of ug believe
there were only three of us that were out of the National Gliaedother

fellow was acorporal Hewas out of one of the Dakotds dono6t even

remembeihis namel remember DavidB o n kamng because | guess we had
to do a lot of things together something.

| t 6 different from what you typically would envision for what basic
training is supposedtobB.ut | guess you hamiageyet.b t

We hadndét .got there yet
Let s get fthen.t he next step

We loaded on a troop traifthere were troop trains during World War 1l that
were specifically for that. They had probably been uséflorld War |,
because they &re old, dusty and dirtyrhere was fifteen cars on this ottie
had two eating cars on ih the center. We filled the train up.

Ther eds anmaprand am activdArmygutenant and a
corporalonther@ Il dondét know w,lfkeewe aBuardsmame
orReservistorwhat donoét ka& andmysdif.&o, | wasthe
NCOIC in charge of the troop traihe officers, when they got on the train,
they were both intoxicated heystayed in their room the entire time and were
intoxicatedwhen we got off the train three days later at Fort Carson
Colorado.

How many people on this train?

Well, there was fifteen cars of troops on there, and | assume there were

got

fro

probably fifty .lhadasleepes abunhd hemomedt know

come and waited on mBut | had to make sure that people got to the meals. |
had to make them e t é 8luhe rest of them weljastin regular seats on
the train except | had a Pullmawhere | was at.

So if | can get this right heren your National Guard experience, you were in
charge of what, five or ten people?
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Blade: Prior to that?

DePue: Yeah.

Blade: Well, as asection chiefmaybe fifteensomewhere in there.

DePue: So, now youore 3002 charge of a coupl e,
Blade: Well, yeahprobably.It could have beeid00. There was a lot of people on

there. You knowit wasfifteen cars, and | think a train would be fifty people
toacar T h allydublesseats.

DePue: Hopefully, they were fairly cooperativelow many times did the trastop
on the way to Fort Carson?

Blade: Well, we stopped at Kansas City.0 | | n e v eWe stoppedghere, ajfidh at .
of coursethese young recruitgpimping off the train and hollering at them,
and tryingto keepthers 0 t hey 6d al lin fsdarashblkaonavk on t h
everybody got back on the tralut that was a very big challenge make
sure and get them back on the train. T
train, but they did.

DePue: Did you have a roster of the people who were supposeé tm that train?

Blade: No, the officers had that. | did not have a ragh, did not. The other
corporalwas pretty inexperienced too, | think, because he kind of looked to
me for directions s®

DePue: What did you think about being stuck to bechrarge of this® had to come
as something of a surprise to you

Blade: It was a surprise, a big surprise. | had never had any responsibilities like that
before but lived up to the challenge the best | could (laughs). When we got to
Fort Carson, they loadl us all on, as the army calls them, cattle cars. They
were no more than flatbegemitrailers with sids, about four foot side
boardson them. We got on thosend it was snowing to beat the baRdom
there we went #® Each semil guesstook us to @arracksand we got off at
t hat particul ar baréButthats howthatdasn 6t know
Then we did some more processing there.

DePue: Is that where you were greeted by a drill sergeant?

Blade: Yes, it wasafter the first dayl guessWe gd there towards in the evening
in the afternoon some time.

DePue: This would have been January, it sounds like?
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It would have been January, yeah, early Januahynk, probably about the

fifth, maybethefourth or fifth of January, | would gussl know New Year 0s
Eveewe coul dndét do anyt hi nbgtweweteatddrt | i ne
LeonardWo o d o n N e w Buf éoy wednwere &utod therd he next

couple days, we were gooe the trainlt was two nights and three days on

the train going out there.

Do you emember that drillergeant when you got to Fort Carson?

Well, | do. Leading up to that thefirhey] put us out to a unia kind ofa
repocompany that people are waiting on orders and one triagothey
there.When | got thergthe first day why there was fifteen of sexgeants that
were in either Guard or ReserW&ewere all the same rank.

So, this Armycorporal was in charge of our squad) @uess we were
about half a platoon or two squads or whateVley formed us all upat the
end of the dayand marched us down to classification and assignment
building. They told us there was some work down théve was going to half
to do some work. | was already a little bit skeptieald & . His corporal was
a hg fellow.

So we get down there, and | kind of get to the back of the line. It was
an odd number and everybody else lined up in pairs when they got in there. |
guess he told them to do thatit somehow I thought | was going to be at the
end of the lineHe paired them offandhe saysiiwell, Smithher eds a br 0«
and Jones .fYduewogodckanauchaadosuch buildings on this
floor,0[He] paired them all of with a broom and a mop and told them to go
clean that.

When he got to me, why he safisWe | | ,h Bl e@s®e a br oom ¢
mop, and you go up there thatf ar cor ner ahsda ycsbue afinY t h at
know,i f you want that clean, youdbdd bette
because | donoét [Thagnedyupset himaf coorseAlpor al . 0
the rest of the sergeants was like a bunch of mice. They never stood up for me.

They was just looking to see what was going on.

So, bottomlinewad woul dn fatndgohemowoeul dnédét do
So, he said, i We édommanygammangerBio,ave Wenttos e e t h
see theompany commandeHec oul dnét make a deci si on
ended up going to see thettalion commander. Wy we di dnét go s
first sergeantsergeant major | dondét know.

We go into thébattalion commande Gfice and thecompany
commandetold him what was going orAnd thebattalion commandesaid
t hat , A B IH& @ eeégeantidei ogghtto.be in charge, not the
corporal 80, that poor corporal did get to clean that room. Went back down
there and | was the guy marched them all back. | was in charge
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Well, the rest of the Sergeants then, they was all looking for good
deals from meBut, either the next day or the day after that, they moved me
out of there and sent me over to the, | gugasing company or training
battalion. | was basic training instructortheno | 6 m ép juropeda b | vy
somethingtherd. di dndt ,partialyh e r . | did

When we first got there, then we turned around and we did ltine
those days, it was eight weeks of basiining. We did the last week of basic
training which we had to go on the rifle rangad we had to gandshoot the
machine guns. We did all of those kind of thindsve passed, we kept our
rank. I f wentbathk taam &t | got thweugh tare in great shape
and had the highest score of our group.

As soon as that was over with, which was about one week, then they
sent me over tthis repocompany. Then | was there and got into that with the
battalion commandeand everythingl think, the very next day | was gone.
They sent me over to basic trainitigen

DePue: Soi f you hadnodt p,ageigedhe @#lé rangendthet hose t e
machine gnrangeand things like that, you would have gone through basic
training, like any new ecruit would have gone through?

Blade: | would have been back t@eek one basic trainingTherelwa s n 6t very ma
of us[who] passed thatavery small number.

DePue: Then your early military experience on active duty was quite upagieell?

Blade: Well, it was | think, as | said earliethat Sergeant Higgin®ad he not done
such a good job training us, | never would have gotten throughtitiadut
having to go all the way through basic training again. | mean, |
justé Ev e r ywehadroglo, | justnew how to do it and already had done

it, | guess.

DePue: From what youbve said, youdve become a
Blade: That 6s correct now. What they did with
a little bit with the basic trainingrhen | starteaut with a few of thenon

therr first week of their basic traininggut,] di dndét do t hat mor

two. Then they put me in chargefé | was an NCO [non-commissioned

officer], and then we had an officer in charge of the transition range. What do
we call that rangewvherethey shoot the live fire over you at nighhd you

have to crawl on your belly?

DePue: | never had that experience.
Blade: Wello
DePue: But you were in chargef that range?

44



Gene Blade

Blade:

DePue:

Blade:

DePue:

Blade:

DePue:

Blade:

DePue:

Interview #VRC-A-L-2012046

Yeah,Ilwasf or t he basic training. So the Ve
outtothatrangaend t heydd go through there in
You know, wedd r uyaand htehre t &hd osulgdho tt htelr ee
Thent hey 6d br i Imtheirtbdsie nainibgatbel would do live fire

overthem.It was live fire in the daylightoo, butat ni ght , t heydd ¢
tracersyou know, every fifth one was a trac@f coursethey had to go
through thatSo,thabs basi cal ly what | did then,

much so. That was my main job, more or less.

Now | was also an NCOI{hon-commissioned officer in chargef a
barracksas wel | , and | had a | ot of basic
polish their boots and make their bedwlalo all them kind of things.

How much training did you yourselfgetéme,r un t hi s range whei
live fire rounds being shot over the top of pegpled if they panic they get

killed, | would assume, arnsvo, being in charge of barrackdull of brand

new recruits? would think you would have to take some training yourself to

learn what you need to do with those recruits.

|l didndt have any trai ni,thgtrabstiont ake car
rang®d i f t hat 6s W hdidtthatw@ingdhatlweek of Wiattwe

were doingwhen we went out ther&ou know, testing us like the eighth

week of basic trainind.went through thatand at the time, | got through that

thing, lickety-split. Of course, my theory was to get through there as fast as |
could (laughs) and get to the trench o

So, whenl went out there and was NQO of that range, probably
wentout there with one dayvith training on that and a night or something
probably. From then on, it waswajor in there on that range and myselhd
we did that. Nowsee¢ 6 m only doing this for about
a little more than that, because at the end of Februarylgrivdarch, | came
home on leave, on orders to go to Hawaii.

| guess what surprises me is that it seems so unorganized and unstructured
because | 6m sur e ,thehwould have foend sommebady depar t
else to stick in there for a short petiof timg as welP

|l &m sure they did. | 6 mOfsaunseeyou khaavt 6 s wh a
this was over fifty years ago.

And you werenodt in the position to que
were you?

No, | was just a farrboy, pretty cooperative, you know.

Were you surprised by the way this all unfolded?
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Well, | think | was pretty proud guessto think that | was in charge of these
things, and things were going well enoulit a lot of other people around
guessto helpindoctrinatethat.

The barracks, when | was doing that, | had a little trouble with a one of
the recruitswho was a grandson of the Brown Shoe Company in St. Louis.
When we had inspection on a Saturday nmgnhe falls out in patem¢ather

boots. | dondét know if | hardly knew w
to see one. So consequently, that looked pretty sharp, shining boots you know,
because you see pat , dackinthoseadbybut rnevern | ad i

saw anythigt o n me nleb aonesalpairefsmilitary boots withat But

[1] pulled his passand then he was pretty irate about lsat he was going to

kill me. [He] put the word out that he was going to kill me for pulling his pass.
Hetried to leave post anyway.

Inthosedaysat Fort Carson, they checked
post. That was normal routingn] lateryearst hat 6 s been much mo
But, we called ahead and told all the gates, you know, what this kid was trying
to dg because his pass had been pulled. So he tried it. Well, they brought him
back and of coursghe was pretty irate with me. See came in my room at
night, and | was aware of what he was thinking abblat had a pipe in his
hand and | had loosenedlany blankets and acted like | was really sleeping
hard. He stood there for a long time with that pipe in his hamdi finally he
walked out of my room.

The next dayhe wanted permission to talk to niée told me he
would never cause any more troulliiee 6d do anyt hing | want
AY o u frying to get me straightened ouboften wondered whatever
happened to hipbut he was no problem from then on.

And it sounds I|like he pretty much figu
Yeah yeah, Il think so, yeah. We didnot
him to talk to.

Wel | , it doesndt sound |l i ke you had a

over your bunk either.

No, no he didnoét. Hright therecthatdhe Was gomgth i s 0 w
go back and go to bed. | was preparedb(aughs)

Were you kind of watching out of the corner of your eye with him holding
thisd

Oh yeahl was.Like | said,l was acting like Ilwasasleeput | wasnot .
laying on my back watching all that. You could hear the door ,aqmeming

in, omebody coming inguessyoG rceonsci ous of what oés akt
or thinking about.
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DePue: What were you going to dd he started to swing at you?

Blade: Well, my blankets were all loose, so those were going to try tdytat@aer
him and neutralize hinflaughs)

DePue: You were going to neutralize hihibothlaugh)

Blade: Yeah.

DePue: How long were you at Fort Carson?

Blade: Well, probablyurtil about the end of February or early March, something like
that. Then | had orders to go to Hawaimd, of my grou@

DePue: | take it Marilyn was back in lllinois during this?

Blade: She wasAnd there was forty of us on orders and many of them were basic

training people, but there may have beenesomre military peoplg-orty of
us were on ordgrand as | always sathirty-nine of them got to go to Korga
andl hadtogoto HawaTthat 6 s t he way it wor ked out

Now, during that samesttirmdsf hamdanld
was abird colonelat Fort MacArthur in California. One day | get a phone. call
He had called ther@and so | had to go report to the BattaliOffice,
¢ o mma nalfieer Then they called and talked with hiide talked to me

andasked me if | had tgooverseaswher e | woul d | i ke to ¢
like to go to Hawaii. Now, he always sa#fter that he had nothing to do
with that. I dondét know if he did or h
funny, suspicousbbut we dondét know i f thatdos ¢tr
DePue: You said most of the peoplgough headed to Korea?
Blade: Of the forty of us on order, thirtgine went to Koreaand | went to Hawaii.

Now,I 6 ve got [miltawioccepativh@Ecialty codat ths point.

DePue: Well, this is early in 1955, correct?

Blade: No, &b7.

DePue: Okay,e ar | y 6 &n5 8 g this iysever8l gears after the end of the Korean
War.

Blade: Not too far after, you know, thretour years.

DePue: But, by that time, there wasigt as many people heading to Germany as there

were to Koreacertainly.

Blade: Oh yeah, probably moyerobably more going to Germany, yeah.
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DePue: Any idea why that particular class was destined to go to Korea?
Blade: | have no idegand that reallywasnt a c¢cl|l ., ddendotl keaw how f
ofuswag We |Imeanwe was al | ranks, |l guess.

but the bulk of them were recruits orls, E2s.

DePue: I n the short ti mé&Voodandougetadtof Fort L eon a
responsibily and end up being in charge of the trdihen you get to Fort
Carsonyou have the same kind of experiendé&sthere any conversation at
that time aboytperhapsyou should become an officer?

Blade: That was when | was at Fort Leonaibod Theyaskal me thergbecause
they gave us another test, AFQ@aFrmed forces qualifying testst, or
what ever , I t hi nk Iscoredthight wlasih ot héynwecal
one that they talked about, but | &athey called me and talked about that. |
d i dthirk t knew enough about that to want to do thathat time.

DePue: Really?

Blade: Really, and a little more to that, back when | was in the Guard in Monmouth,
they talked to m& Sergeant Jelwho you knewd talked to me about ought
to take the Ten Sas, which was a correspondence seuwou could take and

become a lieutenant, secorgllienantBut there agait hat 6 s what | t
at the time, that | just.Sdli ddhiébdn Gthiwm&n
to do that. After | got on active ty | couldhave got along alrightboth
laugh)
DePue: Youmeani f youdd become an officer?
Blade: Yeah, after some that | saw, you know.
DePue: Well, wedve been at houtsaslithcEidr a | ittl e
Blade: Have we? Oh myé
DePue: € this is probably a logical place for us to stdye can pick it up next time

talking about your experiences in Hawain active duty then.
Blade: Okay.

DePue: So, thank youverymugiCo | onel . ltéds been fun. It
talking about growingup onthefayime c ause t hat 6s somet hi
interested inas well about agricultureand the way it was practiceand the
way itds pracithankgodagmn | | |l inois. So

Blade: Most welcomeand a lot of farm boys were in the military in those days.
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DePue: Today is Friday, January 18, 2013. My namblak DePue, the Director of
Or al Hi story with the Abraham Lincoln
today with Colonel Gene Blade, in the residence of Colonel Blade. Good
afternoon, Sir.
Blade: Good afternoon. Glad to have you here.
DePue: We | | , ewfevé dah getst eight this time. We had a technical problem,
which | always hate, but i1t Il ooks 1|ike
sailing, when we finished the last interview, you were just finishing up your
training, prior to going to Hawaiiih he f i r st pl ace. So, wh
up from there for us?
Blade: Okay, youdre talking about the trainin
DePue: | thought you were at Fort Carson.
Blade: I was. Okay, Il &m with you now. We t hen

car,to Hawaii, because in those days, as a Sergeéaét E

DePue: To Hawaii?
Blade: No, to Oakland, California, so that we could put the car on a ship and ship it.
DePue: Okay.
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Blade: But in those days, there were only seven enlisted gradésvds the highest,
and they considered-%, E6 and E7, which | was an £5. That was
considered the top three graders, so you got a lot of privileges that the others
did not. One of those was you could go with your wife and your automobile,

at government expense, tooverse depl oyment . So, that 0
was.

DePue: You got to the Oakland area, you say?

Blade: Yeah, then we reported in to Fort Mason, which was at San Fradcésco

small post, which is no longer thérend processed for about a week or so.
We did the processing at Oakland Army terminal. Then we were ready to
depart and go to Hawaii.

Now, most of tle people went over on a troop ship, but my MOS was
for a wireman. They wanted to get me over there in a hurry, | guess, as a
wireman so, wire team chief, so they put us on a luxury liner, because it was
guite some time before another troop ship would lymree over there. |
believe there was four or five other military couples on this luxury liner, going
to Hawaii. We were fortunate enough to be one of those.

DePue: I know that you were only married a couple of years. Does this get to pass as a
honeymoorfor the two of you?

Blade: Well, I think it could be considered that, paid for by the government. (both
|l augh) But it was a very nice trip. We
lower level. During the day, there was a lot of activities. That shipleld a
swimming pool on a upper deck and, matter of fact, | got a sunburn on my
head, up there watching everybody swim and probably did some swimming
myself, as well.

DePue: Now you mentioned your car. Is the car loaded up on the ship, as well?
Blade: No, the car is on another ship, and it is not on that ship, but it arrived a short

time after we got to Hawaii. We didnot
DePue: Were you also able to ship over your household goods?
Blade: We shipped some hold baggage oved laving not been married a whole lot

of time, we had stored all of our furn
DePue: What was Mar i | yavibgsto ga to Hawginf dll@lacas® o u t
Blade: Well, I think we were both excited about that, reallshihk, as | may have

mentioned before, there was forty of us on orders, and-hiing/ of them got
to go to Korea, and | had to go to Hawaii. So, | guess we lucked out of that
one.
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DePue: | do recall that discussion. Okay, tell me about the arrival ivdiiatself.

Blade: We arrived, like | said, on Palm Sunday, and the military was there to meet
the ship. This other couple and | got very well acquainted going over, as he
was a warrant officer with thirty plus years in and took a reduction in rank,
backto a master sergeant, so that they could do their last tour in Hawaii. He
ended up being a sergeant major of the 21st infantry battle group.

DePue: Do you remember the name of the ship that you went over, the luxury liner?
Blade: The luxury liner was the&Leilani.

DePue: Leilani

Blade: Uh huh, and that was spelledeti-l-a-n-i.

DePue: Well, it sounds like a good Hawaiian name.

Blade: It is, definitely,

yes. It was part of
the Mason Line, |
believe, was the
big owners of those

ships, yes.
DePue: When wa it that
you actually got to
Hawaii?
Blade: Palm Sunday in

April 1957, which |
believe was the
fourteenth. |
woul dnot
quite right on the
date, but awful
close.

DePue: We”’ JUSt . . Gene & Marilyn Blade celebrate when leaving Hawaii in August, 1958.
remembermg that it They returned on the SS Leilani, a commercial ocean liner.

was Palm Sunday
that would stick in your mind. Did you get to go to religious services that day?

Blade: No, we did not . We gdngihthd nmomidg. Wengdttin g e t
midmorning, and then the military met us there. Marilyn and | and this other
couple, First Sergeant Perkins, and his wife. June was her name, first name.
We then went t& Schofield Barracks, and there they put us up in enlisted
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guarters. We stayed there then until, naturally, on Monday we started
processing in. We stayed in those quarters until our car came in.

Then, Marilyn and June were downtown in Honolulu, and they found
an apartment there for us, because we got ohdbsing list, but we were
way down the list. As | was ready to ship out, to come back home two years
later, why our name came up on the housing list.

DePue: |l would gQguess that, if youdre a young
housing arrangementn Honol ul u, youdre out of | u
time?

Blade: Well, fortunately, we were able to get an upstairs, studio apartment, across the
street from Fort DeRussy, right down V

we paid per month, but | beve it was $65 a month, at that time. Marilyn and
June had found that apartment for us.

In those days, we had to meet reveille and retreat, at the military
installation. So, we used to catch the bus at Fort DeRussy, at 4:00 in the
morning. It took abotuan hour to get out to Schofield Barracks. The military
furnished transportation for everyone in the military, assigned in 25th
Division at Schofield, bus trips to and from the base every day.

Now, in the mornings, there was more than one leaving, atfie in
evenings, there waségenerally after re
left from the various quads at Schofield. But then, there was also was a second
bus that left around 7:30 in the evening, if you had extra duty or something
like that to brig you back to Fort DeRussy.

DePue: 't still sounds I|ike itbés a pretty 1| on
Blade: Oh it is, very long days, yes. We had a lot of training and everybody had to
stand, like | said, retreat and reveille.
DePue: In gorgeous Hawaiian weather evelgy.
Blade: It certainly was; although, it was rainy season when we first got there. Rainy

season was finishing, more or less. In those days, they used to guarantee
people air fare over there. If it got below skdight degrees any day, why that
day was onsidered to be a free day (both laugh).

DePue: Sixty-eight degrees, holy cow. Tell me what unit you were assigned to.

Blade: | was assigned to Echo Battery of the Eighth Field Artillery Battalion, in the
Division Artillery. They had just changed that overthe Pentomic Division.
The 105 Battalion had five batteries, and the Pentomic Division had five battle
groups. So, there was one battery assigned to each battle group, as direct
support of the 105s. Then the other battalion, which was the 21st Field
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Artillery Battalion, had the eight inch 155555 mm howitzes] and the
Honest Johns [rockets of that era] in it. That was the general support.

Being assigned to Echo Battery, does t
battle group?

That waghe 5th Battery, firing battery, and we were assigned the largest
numbered battle group. That battle group was the 35th.

That was the name of it, the 35th Battle Group?
Yes. They had a nickname, but [ 06m not

For people who are familiar with the way the military is organized, but they

dondt necessarily know a | ot about 't he
whole arrangement would baffle them, | would think. Tell us more about the

whole concept behind tHeentomic Division.

Previously, there were more than one 105 Battalions. They consolidated all of
those into one 105 Battalion.

Now, when you say 105 Battalion, tell us what you mean.
105 howitzers.

105 millimeter howitzers?

Capt. Blade & Lt. Mcintyre cAdBattery Commander & EO, stand next to the prime mover for an 8"
howitzer (in the rear) in 1968.The unit changed flags from being fA0Battery, 1st BN 123rd FA, 33rd
DivisiontodCoBat t ery, 2nd BN, 123rd FA and 47th sforf a
105 mm howitzers.
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Yes, 105 millimeter howitzers. In those days, most of those firing batteries

previously had six howitzers per battery. We had eight howitzers per battery.

So, the battalion had forty 105 hdrers within the battalion. Earlier, |

believe, most of the battalions had three batteries, with six howitzers each in

t hem, if 1'dm not mistaken, prior to th

This was all part of the 25th Infantry Division, correct?
That is correct.

At that time, the 25th Division was strictly what they would call a light
division or a dismounted division?

That 6s right. 't was not a mobile divi
Nor airborne or air assault?
No, no, mechanized | should hasaid, instead of mobile, but yes.

Well, youdbre probably wondering, becau
myself, but most people who might listen to it might be perplexed by the

whole thing. But, the Pentomic Division concept is something ttsat ha

intrigued me. Do you know the rationale behind reorganizing the Army

around these battle groups, rather than the old regimental structure they had

for World War Il or what we had for brigades, beyond this point?

Well, not really. Troopwise, as Iecall, | think we had about 18,000 in the

division, which [was] a pretty good si
the old regiments had. Some of them, | think, were up as high as 23,000, if
l 6m not mistaken. You wotwhsqustknow t hat

different concept, | guess. Let the battle groups fight the smaller battles, and
they was equipped to have all the resources that the division did, only in a
much small scale.

So they could, theoretically, operate independently, if tleded to.

Yes. Like we were Echo Battery, but also then, we had an engineering

company with us, too. That would have been E Company of an engineering
battalion, which there happened to be one them located right across the street

f rom us eranidtoragellosyithat evas company commander of one of
those engineer companies, across the s
ti me, but webve had a | ot of good conyv

What was your specific assignment in Echo Battery?

Well, that was rather interesting, too. As | said earlier, | went over with a wire
team chief MOS. Originally, they thought | was going to arrive over there in
January, and | didnét get there until
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someone else, withthe battalion to be theommo [communications
equipmentjperson.

So, they took me up at battalion headquarters, right off the start, and
asked me if | would be willing to tran
never had anything to do with FDCfbee, other than | knew what it was.

They assigned me as an intelligence sergeant, but they told me that the team
chief for the fire direction center was going to be rotating out, later that year,
and they wanted me to fill in that position when he ledt. ISagreed to do that,

as long as they gave me an equal, fair time to learn the job, which was rather
challenging, but worked out very well for me.

DePue: When you first arrived, did anybody id
Guard background?0o

Blade: That is true. When [ first reported in to Echo Battehgat particular daswhy
the 1st sergeant, | told him that | would like to go to NCO Academy. He
|l ooked at me kind of puzzled, and he s
t hat 20 | t d brd théreason tvds ghat | wantedl to get up to speed
as quick as | could, with the active component.

So, two weeks later, | reported in to NCO Academy at 25th Division.
That lasted a month. | came out honor graduate, and after | got back to the
Unit, why no one ever talked about getting the National Guard person stripes,
because, even that two week time frame ahead of that, they all talked about, if
they could get me busted, they could get my stripes. In those days, promotions
were extremely slow, becseé they had RIFtef@ppliedredudionsin force]
several officers, prior to that. So, that just fell in line, and | went to NCO
Academy and came back. Why, no more problem there.

DePue: So, you arrived in Hawaii a sergeanbg

Blade: That is correct.

DePLe: And they were trying to bust you down to a corporal or specialist?

Blade: Yes, corpor al | suppose. Specialist,

a little bit later than when | first got there.

DePue: Can you imagine being officers, orevemenst ed, bei ng RI Fted,
basicallyd

Blade: Reduction in force.

DePue: So, people who are given the boot, but in a ceremonial way, perhaps?

Blade: There were many that had been captains, majors, lieutenant colonels. We even

one fellow who had beenkard colonel. He was reverted back to a sergeant E
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5 supply sergeant in one of the other batteries. What they did then, the
officers, they RIFt them back to whatever their highest NCO rank was, prior
to taking their commissions.

DePue: You might notknowt he answer to this, but 1611
sitting here. Nineteen Fiftyhree, the Korean War ends. So, why is it that
1957, this reduction in force is going on at that time?

Blade: Well, that had happened a little bit before | got theré asuthey were
reducing the military, in a certain extent, they had too many officers that were
staying on active duty, apparently, an

snuff, | guess, perhaps.

The other thing that wae®arler,theyt t | e ¢
combined these three 105 battalions into one 105 battalion, and those RIFts in
the 25th Division, then, were not taking place anmgte. Each division
artillery, they had to reduce their own strength. Same way with the infantry;
regiments hadb reduce that strength.

DePue: It sounds like moves like that would especially focus on reduction in some of
the officer and the senior NCO grades.

Blade: That 6s right; it did, yes. Now, the NC
them being reduced or them talking about it. However, they may not have
talked about that. | dondot -2lsergeamtat But t

battalion, who was an-E before and a lieutenant colonel, reverted back. He

had a hard time dealing with that. He still thought he was a lieutenant colonel,

but he hated to take orders. We 61 | t al
about a deal with him.

Our S3 was a reseist that stayed on active duty, a Major Marsh. He
was a very sharp major® He and | seemed to hit it off very good, right off
the start, because there was very, very few National Guard people in the
battalion. As a matter of fact, | only know of ond@tthat came in after me,
from the guard unit. The other one was a 1st sergeant that we acquired, later,
who had been in the Puerto Rico Guard and had stayed on active duty, after
Korea, as a 1st sergeant.

DePue: My organizational history is a little bitague, but it seems to me this is the
timeframe that Eisenhower is president at the time, and this is the timeframe
that the military was increasingly emphasizing the nuclear and the strategic
effect of having a nucledrased force, which | think, impligtiat they could
have a smaller conventional force, as well. Does any of that sound familiar to
you?

Kind of way above your pay grade, But
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No it really does, because I think, as we mentioned earlier, we thought the
divisions were around 23,000 be¢, and then they were down to 18,000,
thereabouts. | think this may have shrunk that a little more, because they had a
reduction in force for the enlisted, a little. While | was there, probably a few
months later, they had two of them.

The first one, asrecall, if their AFQT test and that was an
intelligence test, more or less. Many of these folks were draftees, many from
[the] World War Il timeframe, as well as Korea. If that score was below
seventy, total, then they were RIFted out of the militahe Tirst RIFt that
they had was somewhere, as | recall, somewhere in the vicinity of 1,500 to
2,000, they reduced out of the 25th Division, which was a significant amount.

Yeah, that 6s substantial.

A the same time, there was a discus8iavhich, again, was far above my pay
gradé® that they were talking about some officers that did not have college
degrees. Well, they snooped into that, and they found out that there was some
of them that was left over from World War II that did not have highalcho
educations, although they were very effect. So, | never heard any more about
that.

Then, they came along with another RIFt, probably two or three
mont hs after that. Tdén dtomédy 6 k noavi své d
next level wad eighty or ningy, but whatever it was, then they reduced some
more out. As you could see that, a lot of those people you really felt sorry for
them, because theydéd been in there, an
were good, always on time, worked hard and everythg , but didnodot
high 1Q. But they still served the purpose

|l f theydédd been around in 1939 or 1940,
army built around, when they started into World War II.

Yeah, very true. The other thing taamy did, in those days, was took care of
their people. By that, | mean we had Sergéamszkowskj who was one of

those type that got in. He was in Hawaii when the Japanese strafed Schofield
Barracks in 1941. He was absolutely a nervous wreck, and théhimg he

did was pulled KP or worked in the supply room. What they did in those days,
kept those people, until they got their twenty years in, and gave them a
retirement and discharged them.

We also had a Sergeant Hucks, who was in World War Il in Europ
and was underneath a tank, a German tank, in a foxhole. The German tank had
pulled on top of the foxhole and sat there and fired for three days. He was
absolutely a nervous wreck, as well, nice people. He too was a permanent in
the supply room. He alwaysd saliva dripping out of his mouth, but again, a
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good worker, did a great job folding sheets and things like {laaghs) [It]
kept him busy.

DePue: What position did you come back, after you got out of the NCO Academy?

Blade: Then 1 élt wnotheleod ofiViay Idinishezl 8CO Academy. Then,
the first two weeks of June, they sent me to an intelligence school, as | was
assigned as an intelligence sergeant. We learned how to read map photos and
things of that type and various collection methodshait level. By the first of
July, we shipped out to the big island of Hawaii. There, we did field exercises
and army training tests and things of that type. Then, the last, we were over
there for eight weeks. During the middle of that, they provided R&B and
relaxation] for us, to go back to Hawaii.

That was gradedn performance, is how they did that. The people
who really did an outstanding job, why they would get to go back, over a
weekend. In most cases, they would either fly them back, or yaidwet to
go back one way or the other on a LST
maybe, athred ay pass i s what it amounted to.
to go from an LST from the big island to the Island of Oahu.

DePue: I t 6s a | irtogdoe ankirctaft, iosteadsokgoirgy on one of those
Word War Il vintage LSTs?

Blade: Oh yeah, youdre certainly right about
DePue: Were you still the intelligence sergeant for the FDC?
Blade: | still was, at that time. The FDC chief wdrdck on R&R, during the middle

of that eight week timeframe. He had a new baby that was just a month or two

old. When he got home, the baby was on the bed, all messy and starving and
squalling. His wife had ran ofind with s
her. So, he never came back over there, because he left then on emergency

leave and took the baby back to the mainland. He did, eventually, come back

to the unit, after probably a month or six weeks. So, | immediately was put in

[as] fire direction bief, at that point.

DePue: Why donét you tell us exactly what the

fol ks who donot know?

Blade: Well, what the fire direction centeros
do that, you have to fire it three, fivgeven, ten, fifteen miles away, and hit
the target. So, it makes a big arch, from the time it leaves a weapon until it
lands on the target. You have to calculate the weather conditions, the wind
conditions and the amount of charge you put behind thegifejto get it to
go there.
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With that, it takes a lot of computations. In those days, we used slide
rules and what we calledrezo fan, which would measure the direction the
fire went. In the military, you talk about an azimuth, where here weatadkit,
in civilian life, is directions east, north, west and south. We talk about putting
that in degrees, where there, we put that in mils. Instead of 360 degrees in a
circle, we have 6,400 mils in a circle. So, it gets down to pretty fine
calculations.

Generally you do some test firing first, to get all the weapons
calibrated with the weather conditions, and calculate that into your range K
factors, as we call it, to compensate for the wind and the weather and put steel
on the target.

You guys wee the brains of the artillery team?

| guess you would call it that, yes. Y
t he weapons. You don6ét have to be up n
communications with both them and the OP, which is the observationh po

position, which is the fellow way up front, very vulnerable to where he wants

the steel to land and ammunition [to] land on the target, | guess.

It sounds like a fairly complicated job. So, how does the intelligence sergeant,
who doesndét necessarily have all the r
things, suddenly end up being the FDC chief?

Wel | , | t Jbhejobkrairting, édlaugies) asothre military calls that.
And one thing about the military, when they assign you a job, why, if you
dondt already know it, you quickly try
never tell your boss, what eveecauseank he
that just doesndét go, in the military.

| know from previously talking to you, that you, not too much later after this,
you were actually teaching fire direction.

That is correct. We were stilkring World War [l ammunition, so we never

really had a shortage of ammunition. We had plenty of ammunition to practice
firing with, and we did a lot of firing there. You know, and | think, looking

back, you and | would go to a Guard camp, why | thinlod yad, maybe 300
rounds at a Guard camp, why that was all you had. It was not unusual for us to
shoot 300 or 400 rounds a day. We did this under all kinds of different
conditions and maneuvers and what have you. So, we had a good feeling of
that.

You mean, conditions, you mean day or night, raé or

Day and night and putting the trails and loose dirt and lava and digging. Have
a dozer come in and put a low ground position and camouflage. [We] just had
really excellent training, during thante.
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One of the things | remember we worked on was, there we could see
where the target was, because at Apocaloha training area in Hawaii was in
between the two mountains of Manaloha and Mauna Kea. We were at an
elevation of around 6,000 or 7,000 feetagea level. When we had finished
all the tests and what have you, why, we were still out doing firing exercises. |
was involved when we were trying to figure out how we could get seven
rounds of the 105 in therabefore the first one landed in the ingparea.

So, we would fire the first one at high angle, which takes a long time, a
minute or more of a 105, with charge seven, to get to the ground. Then, the
next one, we would crank her down a |
quicker. Nowte se woul dndét al l hit precisely
be close enough, so the visual eye would think they were all in line. We never
changed the deflection, deflection meaning right and left of the tube. We just
changed the elevation, so the ldrgwould be different.

We had perfected that. We would have the ammunition all loaded, and
web6bd have the powder bags in it, and e
going to be cranked on the howitzer. We would start slamming rounds in there
and pullingthe lanyard, which hits the firing pin. We could get seven rounds
in the air, before the first one hit. That was quite a novelty, everybody
thought, and we had ammunition to do that with. (laughs)

DePue: Well, Colonel, it sounds like you really took toghob.

Blade: Well, I did. | enjoyed what | was doing, | guess. You know, | had to learn it,
so | wanted to be the best | could at that. So then, the last two weeks of that
training period, then we were evaluating the National Guard units.

DePue: Were tlese Hawaiian National Guard Units you were working with?

Blade: Yes, they were. They were from more than just on the one island. | mean,
many of them were on the Island of Oahu, which was the highest populated.
And there wasnodt ofantryywasthete tob dnéthey t her e.
mortars and what have you. But | evaluated the artillery unit. [That] was my
thing, and | evaluated the FDC.

DePue: When was it that you actually were teaching fire dire@ias | understand, at
the Dvarty [division artillery] level

Blade: Thatdos a |ittle | ater. Il just got one
DePue: Okay, go ahead.
Blade: When | talk about getting the seven ro

evaluating one of the batteries in the Hawaiian Guard, the battemaoder,
name was Tom Ito, and all the Guard was really impressed how he could get
seven rounds in the air. So, anyway, after the tests were over, we did a
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demonstration for them. | showed them how to do all that. So, they were
really impressed, as | sawmijth that.

Then, I n 1980, Il 6m at Fort Lee, Vir
Ito, who had just been assigned ®PFO[United States Property and Fiscal
Officers] for Hawaii. | had just been assigned th8PFOfrom lllinois. At
break time, we kepbbking at each other and decided we knew each other. It
had beentwenty wo years since wedd seen each
full colonels. (laughs)

DePue: Wow.

Blade: So, | got a little off the subject there, but | had to tie that in.

DePue: But you dd have an opportunity to work attiivarty leveP

Blade: Yes, so when we came back from that exercise, then the units did some
ot herécleaned equipment, was busy <cl ea
the holidays, I guessherWeo0rSee p[taaetmbtehre, ]

DePue: This is still of 1957.

Blade: Still 657. 1 got involved in some ot he

was good about, every Tuesday and Thursday afternoons, when we on
Schofield, was recreational. So you would plagkadball or volleyball, or

you could go play baseball or go on the rifle range and shoot, just a lot of
activities. So, we did that during that timeframe. Then, along about December,
we were really getting busy training, start training again forthe reexy 6 s
training.

Then the S3 had talked to me, and he wanted to move me up to
Battalion FDC to head up Fire Direction Center there. At this time, they were
doing a consolidation of FDC there, as far as for the emgihit 155 and the
Honest John. We were going to do anfiriexercise for the civilian VIPs of the
city. | ended up being the head of that FDC and putting all that together and
doing the adjustment of the fire. This impressed the S3 [the battalion
operations and training officer] at Division Artillery, as welleghe

battalion. So, thatodés how | ended up b
Battery.

After that exercise was over, i n De
think, along about January timeframe, they decided they needed to have
training in variouspars . Then | becameéFor a month

instructor for Fire Direction for all of Division Artillery. That would last
nearly about seven hours a day. For a month we would do that.

DePue: You were moving up very quickly, it seems.
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| did. You knaw , | 6ve t hought about that many
were talking, but | was a young fellow, a guardsman, and knew the active
guys would have |l oved to have my stri

P
me, and | just got involved in a lot of thinds. guess t hey would s
people arend6t éwasnbét as energetic as t
those things, | guess.

You talked about this timeframe, when
eightinch, Honestlohn free-flight rocket capable of delivering a nuclear
warhead].This 155 millimeter howitzer, was that a towed howitzer?

Yes, towed howitzer. All these were towed weapons, yes.

Was that the Long Tom that we remembered from World War 1l era?

We did not havehe Long Tom. We just had the Short Tube [a highly accurate
weapon] 155.

Eight inch. Was that the World War 1l vintage?
Yes, it was. You know the one with the tandem duals on the back, yeah.

At least when | was in the artillery, thgiin had the best reputation for
accuracy. Was that the case you found?

Oh, it still was, yes.

And then, Honest John. You need to explain what Honest John means.

Okay, thatdés a rocket. The Homest John
1957. And the Honest John, we fired that out into the ocean. We had put

floating targets out there, and the Ho
been a |l ong time ago. Il think that thi

mistaken, the Honest John

But, we used cement warheads in it, for the weight. They put cement
in it to balance the weight. So, none of those were live rounds that we fired.
They were all dummy rounds.

In combat, what had the warhead been, high explosive?

Would havebeen high explosive. You know, we had the atomic round,
nuclear round, for the eigimch, but we never worked with anything with
nuclear round, in reference to the Honest John.

Il think webre going t o-ingheatomigronrntdo a di sc

here i n a |little bit, b ut thdsddimes Sy ot a f
there was 1958, when you moved to be the Headquarters Battery FDC chief?
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Blade: That 6s correct.
DePue: What was your rank then?
Blade: I 6 m s t-5 3omewhene alBng that timeframe, they put me in for

promotion. We went before boards, and we did a board there at Battalion,
Divarty and then Division, and then it went to USARPAC at Fort Shafter in
Hawaii, was USARPAC, U.S. Army Pacificeddquarters.

When | got there, the bird colonel asked what my date of rank was.
When | told him, he saidéHe really | os
before we even got into the interviews. He said nobody with that short a time
of rank, data rank,h®uld not be promoted. So, they held all the boards over
again, and the guy that | beat out of
grade as an E5. They gave him the promotion-6 E

DePue: When you say, Afall the bvelgagdis?, 06 t he bo
Blade: We started out, they had a board at Battalion, Division Artillery and then at

Division, and then it went all the way to Fort Shafter for USARPAC

Headquarters.
DePue: Fort Shafter, l 6m not familiar with th
Blade: On Oahu, the Island of Oahu, yes.
DePue: So, youor~ =+ ol

being an E5 for
a while more?

Blade: Wel | , t he
although, by age,
| was the
youngest E5 in
the 25th
Division, at one
time. It was
somewhere
along this time,
because there
was a lot of
discussion about
this
youngeéThe
used to call me

the young
Sergeant Blade stands outside his unit's Fire Direction Center Quonset hut at
sergeant. | was Schofield Barracks, Hawaii in 1958. Schofield Barracks was home of the 25th
Infantry Division.
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twenty-two year old. (chuckles)

DePue: Well sir, what were they calling you behind your back?
Blade: | have no idea. (both laugh)
DePue: One of the things that, oftentimes, units are looking for a soldier of the year,

NCO of the year. Did you go through &g like that?

Blade: Yeah, | was nominated. They had a top NCO in Army, Navy, Marines and
Coast Guard, there. Once a month, every month, there was a top NCO in each
of those. I was selected as the Ar myos
month. Thenthe next week after that, you would go visit each of the other
installations, the Army, Navy and the Air Force.

We were all supposed to go to the Navy and get on a submarine called
the Steeple Jack. The day before we were to go on the Steeple Jaclkerney w
out practicing some dives, and a destroyer hit the Steeple Jack and split it in
the middle, and it sank. We were very, very fortunate they practiced the day
before. (both laugh)

DePue: Well, hey, 1 would think thtetties not a
destroyer commander or the submarine commander.

Blade: No, it certainly wasnét. There was a |
that, later. The two halves sunk, but one of the chiefs disobeyed an order from
one of the officers and openedap hat ch, and they got él

was any lives lost.
DePue: Wow.

Blade: He opened up that hatch, and thereawvhsd m | ust 06 foysame nu mb e r
was in there, in that hatch that was split, that half. They all got out. So, they
was going to cowirmartial him for disobeying an order, but | think that got

rever sed. [ dm] pretty sure it did.
DePue: Because, if he hadnét, they would have
Blade: Yeah, they would have. Thatdés right.
DePue: It must have sunk in pretty shallow waterenh
Blade: You know, | dondt know about that. It

do know that.

DePue: Youdre moving up so quickly. I got to
about becoming an officer.
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Blade: | had an opportunity for a direcommission, | guess, more or less. There was
two of us at division level that went through several boards, again, along in
this time frame. Two of us could have got a direct commission. When | say,
direct commission, | think we would have had to come batké states, due
to some schooling, most likely. But | was selected as one of those two, and |
turned it down. My Father was ill, getting ill at the farm, and | was anxious to
get back out and go farming again.

DePue: Well, there are a few things | watat talk to you about, before we get to that
point in your career. This is an accompanied tour. What was Marilyn doing,
because it sounds like you were in the field an awful lot of the time?

Blade: | was, and Marilyn, she was a buyer for the photo and jgvied the Marine
PX at Pearl Harbor. She made more money than | did. In those days, | think
the fiscal year ended with the calendar year, way back in those days. | was
making $240 a month. | believe, the first of Januargp® | got a big
promotion in @y, to $280 a month. Marilyn was making, like, $300 or $310 a
month, as a buyer at the Marine PX at Pearl Harbor.

DePue: Were you getting a housing allowance?
Blade: Yes, we did, but | do not remember how much that was.
DePue: And were you still livingoff-base, or after there for a few months, did you get

on-base housing?

Blade: No. The waiting list, when we got ready to come home, my name came up to
get onbase housing. So, we lived downtown in Walikiki.

DePue: So, thank God that you had some kind adising allowance and probably ate
a lot of your meals on Army money, huh?
Blade: Yes, and we had to pay for our meals, naturally, if we drew rations, you know,
or pay for that. But | donét remember

very much, comparedtooday 6és standar ds.

DePue: Do you remember the holidays in Hawaii, either Thanksgiving or Christmas,
because youbére away from the family, n
Blade: Yes. We had Thanksgiving and Christmas dinners were at the military base,

ard everybody brought their wives and kids to that. We really had a
tremendous feast. Of course, we had no children, just Marilyn and |I.

| always remember, Christmas dinner, why, one of the other sergeants,
the sergeant of the guard, was assigned for sergé#he guard on Christmas
Day. | told him that | would trade that, do that, so he could be with his family.
Then, I n turn, I believe that Il origin
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consequently, we tradedeéThat dgothow we
to pull my duty, and | got to go have a good time. (laughs)

So youdbve got to be more explicit. Wha

Il honestly dondét know, (laughs) most |
the NCO Club. In those days, ybad no choice. You had to belong to the
NCO Club, although we belonged to the one at Schofield. But there was
al soéFort DeRussy had a club down ther

Was this a pretty nice club?

The one at Fort DeRussy wasltg old barracks and was not real nice, no.
The one at Schofield was much nicer.

Were you there enough and seeing the other services, especially the Navy,
perhaps, to see if Navy life was better than Army life in a lot of respects, or
vice versa?

Well, not really. We would see those folks around but never really got that
much acquainted with them. Except, we did get acquainted with another
couple, a Navy couple. He was a Chief, and one day, one weekend, we used
toéThey | ived dipcaswwetl. dhem the other coupled falked

to you about that went over with us on the Leilani, we would get together,
sometimes on the weekends, on Sundays, for dinner or that.

That chief invited us out to Pearl Harbor one time, and we ate on a
destroyer| never realized how much horsepower those chiefs had. They are

really far more powerful than any NCO
guarters, a special mess for -7cE6s ef 6s ¢
could not go in there, strictly-Es. [If] had to be the chief, so, very

impressive.

We keep talking about-B, E6,E7. That 6s the enlisted r
number of promotions. So, everybody startsoutasanE Yo u-for e next
nothing as an #, but E7, in both the Army and thed\Vy, at the time, was

the pinnacle?

That 6s correct, yes.

Now, we got E9s.

Yes, well they had 8s and 9s, | at er . I
Oh, okay.
Yeah, but he wasél donodt aseesomeHsf he wa

went to E9 immediately, when they switched. Others went48skEdepending
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a |l ot on what their rank was, how | ong
various jobs was, because, like the command sergeant major, you could have

been a firssergeant, and if you were the senior first sergeant in that area, you

could have become the command sergeant major. So, you would have jumped

from and E7 to an E9.

DePue: This is a point thatods al ways imonnfsibs ed
andr?65

Blade: Sergeant first class.

DePue: And that now is what would call anE

Blade: That 6s correct.

DePue: Was there no staff sergeant rank at that time?

Blade: Yes. As an E5, | had a rocker. Underneath the three stripes, there was a

rocker under ther& hat was an . They did not have three stripers without
a rocker underneath it. Now, nowadays, when a corporal has two stripes, PFC
one stripe, and a sergeanbHas three stripes, with no rocker underneath.

DePue: Wel | , I had n e vsgmificanteba comfustomthen. So, joh at 6 s
get from a corporal with two stripes, and then, again, when you get started,
you get promoted to45, and you get a third stripe and a rocker.

Blade: Um h mm, that 6s correct .

DePue: Anybody who do e siodking akthesewold pidiuses woald be
making the wrong assumption altogether

Blade: Well, they have a good chanéeédadtwo do t h
rockers, and the# had three rockers. Then, when we went to t#&s Bnd
9s, then we turned around and started having the little diamond in the middle
for the first sergeant. Then we have t
Il think, do we not have the sergeant
two diamonds, or someittg in there now?

=S

DePue: He might. Thatdés even since | d6ve retir
Blade: l &m not positive about that.
DePue: Was that something that the NCO rank got excited about, when they added the
E-8 and E9 positions and changed the way it worked?
Blade: Yes, therevas a lot of discussion amongst the NCOs then, about that. So, they
were going to get to be an&or E9. It was quite a significant jump in pay,
as well.
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This is kind of jumping back. | know you talked about the RIFts that were
goingon,bothfo of ficers and enlisted, it sou
supposed to ask you about a dumbbell discharge.

Earlier | had talked there about éWhen
AFQ 1 Q test, thatodos what they called t
So, webve covered that already. Well,
about, in terms of your per-smachnal story

howitzer and testing for the nuclear spotter round. Tell us that whole process.

Okay. So, we eefed up the FDC to twenseven people in the Fire Direction
Center, and 1 0m the Chi e3fofteBattalibnat . T h a
[who] was impressed with my FDC capabilities and having taught this for a

month.

This is S3, being the Opeians Officer for a battalion?

Yes, the Eighth Field Artillery Battalion. Also, in conjunction with when we

put on that firepower demonstration, W
Fort Sill, Oklahoma, years agststoo They d
much money. But, we had put on a firepower demonstration for all the VIPs in
Honolulu and around. Businesspeople came out to see that. We set up

bleachers, and we had various targets. Then we had a PA system set up, and

we had troops out therputting these bleachers up.

As | recall, the bleachers held about 800 people. The reason | say that
is we had a draftee in the unit that was a time study person. They were going
to have all of these peogld forget now the numbedsto go set these
bleaches up, and how many men it was going to take and how long it was
going to take. This PFC went and told
too many people. It wondt take near th
set those eight hundred people bleacr s up. The officer di
say, but the PFC was correct. They sent all these people out there, and they
got it finished in a matter of hours, instead of days (laughs), those bleachers,
which was a lot of discussion in those days. Most pelogrdenever heard of a
time study expert.

Now, back to me. So, after this firepower demonstration, | was
selected by Division Atrtillery to be the chief enlisted computer person for all
of this, and that went off. We went out and practiced, zeroed in ahtdets.
So, we put on the firepower demonstration. Everything hit the targets, because
webdbd done that the day before, you kno
the public, and, of course, the S3 at Division Artillery at the Battalion thought
| was a pray nice guy that made all that happen.

So then, we start in onéThey deci de
be tried overseas. So, they were going to fire the first nuclear spotter round,
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out of an eighinch howitzer, in the Island of Hawaii. Those hadbably
been accomplished at Los Alamos or son
that.

We have twentygeven people in the Fire Direction Center, and we
have all of these slide rules and all kinds of calculations to go on, because in
meteorology, meaninge at her, how thatdés going to
practiced that for quite some time, and then we went to the big island again in
1958 to do this, put this demonstration on and also take some ATT tests, as
well, Army training tests, with the weapons.

Maxwell D. Taylor was chief of staff of the Army. We had practiced;
everything was going swell. Just before we were getting ready to do the actual
test for Maxwell D. Taylor, | end up sick in the hospital, on the Island of
Hawaii, with pneumonia. They weto talk to the two lieutenants that were
also assigned to this FDC. They didnot
calculations from three different OPs and the timing and everything. So, they
confessed that | was the only one who knew how to do aflabf t

So then, the division artillery commander, the battalion commander
and the S3 and they all come to the hospital to see me, to see if | had any ideas
of how they could do that. | told then
ambul ance, p ectortwautd sededsé met Iftauld go@dubecause
it took about two hours to calculate all of thighat | could do that, and then
they could take me back to the hospita

When | went out there with the ambulance and got out of the
ambulance, why Maxwell D. Taylor, Chief of Staff of the Army, shook my
hand. | felt like ten foot high, | guess, with that. We did the calculations, and
we beat the time, and the thing on target was perfect. So, [Taylor] shook my
hand again, and | got dam the ambulance and went back to the hospital.

Now, this spotter round, we would fire that way off to the right or left
deflection, first, and do all the testing, as we would talk about figuring in the
range. Then, the actual test, we would go toeke $wing it, for example, to
the left then, and shoot it at a different range. Then, as it would land, or go off,
webd see a poof of smoke. It was only
forélf it had been real caseebeanher e we
the spotter round, which would have been a poof there. Then, when we made
the shift to the other direction that would have been an actual nuclear round,
not just a spotter round.

Il s all of that so youbr e whadtheymightt al i ng
be, where you might fire a nuclear round against them?

That iIs correct. Thatés why you use a
from where youdre going to put the act
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DePue: Anybody wh o &hss andihas the standarg untlesstanding of what a
nucl ear weapon would be, are thinking
firing a nuclear round from a howitzer
me to be safe. 0

Blade: | bel i ev e positwa ldhink thatnmaximum range for that is
somewhere around 12,000 miles, not 12,000, twelve miles, | believe, ten to
twelve miles. Does that sound right in your artillery days?

DePue: For an eighiinch? Well, | think, when | came along, it was closetwenty
miles.
Blade: That 6s with a different tube in it.
DePue: Well, probably so and different charges, because of the metallurgy for the
tube.
Blade: Yeah, but that was theéel believe, at t

think. We put maximum clige in that, for distance.

DePue: But, when you first heard about this notion, did that go through your mind?
Wait a minute, webre going to be firin
nuclear warhead on it?

Blade: Yeah, it sure did, and | can reldyat we were all very concerned about that.
We did a lot of effort, and the officers did, talking to the troops that this was
all spotter round and all training. There was no nuclear round going out there.
The first day that we go out to shoot the spotbend, we are all lined up, got
the round loaded, ready to pull the lanyard, and | gave the command to fire
from the FDC, because we had the FDC right by the weapon. This was the
first time we were doing this.

The minute they pulled the lanyard, an earticuhit, exactly at the
same time. Everybody landed on the ground, and the trees shook around, and
(laughs) then we realized what had happened. That was quite an experience.
I 61 1 never forget that, and I dm sure a
all thought the eighinch howitzer had blown up, initially. (laughs)

DePue: Was it your understanding? If this was for real, and you guys did fire a nuclear
round, that would be something that th
out?

Blade: Weweg e told that they would not. That dés

DePue: | like the way you say that; we were told that. (both laugh)

Blade: Everybody was concerned, to a certain extent, about that. | guess, my later

years, when | went to training for the prefix 5, whicmiglear deployment
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of ficer, then I realized it was okay,
laugh) too fast.

Wel | |, thatds a great comfort.
Yes, yes.

What other stories about your experiences and your time in Hawaii would you
like to share with us?

Wel |, | guess, after we had done this
island earlier in the year, in 658.

You dlaeg,i siland. 0 This is the big islan

Big Island of Hawaii, yeah, the Pohakuloa trainimgaais what they called
that.

Say that again.

Pohakul oa. I would have to |l ook up the
between the two mountains, Mauna Loa and Mauna Kea, as | mentioned

earlier. When we wer exeroiseegainttte&uasl i n 05
came over, and we, againéWe were only

with the exception of some, and | was one of the exceptions.

We stayed over to evaluate the National Guard, again, for an
additional two weeks. We were jus small cadre this next time that stayed.
We had dropped a smoke round out of a helicopter at about 8,500 feet, where
a Guard Battery was at, to see what th
Well, the smoke round caught the grass on fire, andasl@édigo put a fire out
at 8,500 feet, in the mountains.

Wedbre all young peopl e.ahafsftwoy | oaded
and a half ton trucks] and got everybody they could mustered, to go up there
to beat this fire out, with sacks and shovels. That guite an experience.

The minute we jumped out of the tru

probably eightyf i ve degrees and all this smoke
not near as much oxygen up there, and the fire starts coming towards us and

my group. Thepopl e all got scared, and | sai
because ités already burned on the oth

because the wind was blowing it towards us. So, | led the way through there,
and everybody came through after meeyBure talked to me about that
afterwards, about how afraid they were to run through that fire. But that was
the thing to do. That was one experience, | guess.

Il would think, because the depth of th
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That 0s twasnot, geaht That little wall of fire was only, maybe five
feet at the most, you know, but a lot of smoke. So, they could catch their
breath after that.

The other thing about catching pneumonia, | guess, that | should have
probably mentioned, is th#ttere the temperature would be eighty, eigiig
degrees in the daytime, and during the night, when the sun went down behind
the clouds, and we were up there at 6;0(@DO0 feet, where the barracks were
at, it would freeze a half inch of ice every nightwould get down to twenty
degrees. And in the mornings, at six o
By eight od6clock, when the sun was up,
something already.

So thatés how you e rbdcaude olitlposegvddt t i ng pne
temperature shifts?

Well, thatdés what they thought. I dono

Wel |l see, it proves the old adage thou
find the most god awful place to train, that even in g they can find that
place, huh?

Wel | , |l think thatoés pretty true. 't o
these two mountains, and there was a lot of lava ash there. Your boots would

be dust, up over six, eight inches thick in placesrgdbnow how many tires

we cut on the | ava ash, because itods |
blowing out, where they would make a turn, hit the edge of a lava flow, and it

would blow a tire out, with just like a glass cut in it. Differentrinag

exercise, very good though.

Then they had some dust pockets, | guess, was kind of unusual. This
had been like you see ashes from a furnace, but these areas would be, maybe
eighty or two hundred feet in a circle. It looked just like powder out tlagic,
it was like powder. If people would drive a truckeuce and halin there, it

mi ght sink four, five, six feet, and t
pull them out, because it would just sink like quicksand. It was just like floury
dust,andhat 6 s where there had been a | ava

there. That was the center of the burn. There was thousands of acres up there
that was just nothing but lava fields, former lava fields.

Before you got t hecondégionswera yoo thitkingytlmat) r f a't

ABoy, this is the |life for me. I want
Wel | |, | certainly had given that some
know how serious | was about. | certainly enjoyed what | was dolikgd

that and | 6d thought about that, I k no

How about Marilyn? Had she taken to the life of an Army wife?
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Blade: Wel | , | guess so. |l guesséWe enjoyed w
good time, the two of us Butdhodestly 6 m sur e
dondt know how serious we were about t

(@)
—
-5

DePue: And you mentioned before, you hadn
Blade: That 6s correct; we had not.

DePue: Well then, tell me about getting the news about your father and how that
changedyour plans, perhaps?

Blade: Well, thatdés when, I guess, [it] was |
spotter round firing. | was on the big
father was quite a bit older. He was forty years old when | was borineS
was in his sixties, then, and just was
that | would get back out of the service and go to the farm.

DePue: Did that fit into your plans, you think?

Blade: Well, | suppose, being a farm boy, you always kinddfi nk youdr e goli
be a farmer, perhaps. So, | think that probably fit into that, | guess, really.

DePue: When you did go back to the farm, what was the condition of that farm? Was
it as you remembered, when you were working on it before?

Blade: Yep,yes it was, pretty much. Theydd chan
guess.

DePue: As | recall, when we talked about this last time we met, you described it as not
necessarily theéltds not prime farm | a
bit harde.

Blade: That 6s right. It was a 160 acre far m,
of pasture. We raised hogs and cattle and would feed all of the crop that was
grown there, plus buy some more, in addition to that and raised our own
calves and hogand chickens.

DePue: When you first got back there, were you looking to expand the operation?

Blade: Well, yes. | think so. [IRways was looking at that. | guess, when | first got
back, then my folks moved to Monmouth, and we naturally moved on the
farm, when | got out of the Army. Then, | had also been working at the
factory, before | went in the Army. So, | worked nights at the factory and
farmed in the daytime. .

DePue: How about your National Guard experience? Did you go back to the Guard, as
well?
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As soon as | got back, | was released from the active duty. | joined the Guard

right away. The battalion commander was a Colonel Sharp, who was a

lieutenant colonel. He called me up to his office and told me | only had one

more promotion, oronlylthé My next promotion was goi
lieutenant. He was not going to promote me as an enlisted person. | signed up

to go to Il linois OCS, which was Offic
had recently started that, so | would be going to classber three, which

started, then, at summer camp in 1959, which was my first summer camp after
coming back to the Guard from Hawaii.

You came back, took over the family farm, got yourself another job in the
evenings at a local manufacturer, andgainhe lllinois National Guard again.
What was your rationale, the reason for going back to work at the factory?

Well, that was extra income, because, you know, | had borrowed some money
to buy all the machinery out at the farm and the livestockndrad have you.

You bought out your Dad?

Yes, I did. So, thatcostded o e s n6t sound | ike much mo
was $16,000 it cost me to buy the machinery and the hogs and the cattle on
the farm.

Wel | , maybe budisnemoone Ut mydm wonder in
t hat would been the inheritance, that
out your Dad?

Wel |, I had a brother that waséhe was
to be fair about things,  guess.,.Sot hat wasnoét the case i

So, you got the factory job to earn some extra pay?

Yeah, now | had been in the factory before. | worked there before, when |
went on active duty. So | took a military leave of absence, which the Admiral
Cormporation provided, which was nice.

And what és the rationale behind joinin
|l guess | I|iked the military, so thateé
It wasndét about the money for you?

I dondt Hielitiwasvmere lsraally enjoyed the National Guard and
the friendship and relationships with all the people there.

m home as much on this

Youdre away f
t Army, arenb6t you?

r o
you were in he
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Most likely, more.l worked third shift at the factory. We used to start at 11:00

at night, and we would be off at 7:00
hours that was a pure eight hour shift. There was no lunch hour there. We got
twenty minutes for lunch hour, but wetgpaid for lunch hour.

When were you sleeping?

Wel | , I ran on about four hours sl eep.
fortunately, (laughs) maybe. But, generally we go to bed about 6:00 in the

evening and get up at 10:00. Then | was orgthentil 6:00 the following
evening. Did that, soél had a |l ot of e

What did Marilyn think about this new lifestyle, living on the farm, with you
gone almost all the time?

(laughs) Yeah, well, I  dondthefermow. We
We did that, | guess, from 1959, took over the farm. Then, in 1964, November
064, I bought a tire business. Now, du

bit more, on the farm.

| worked at the factory from 1959 until 1962, and then | wds &
rent some more farm land. So, then | quit the factory and farmed full time,
quit the third shift. That was starting to wear on me anyway, three years of
that. Another fellow and | both farmed, worked at the factory on the same
shift. We were neighbs. We only lived two miles apart, and our wives used
to get together in the evenings, because we were both sleeping. So, they would
get together with the kids, and that worked out pretty well for them, | guess,
keeping each other company.

Well,the e6s a different perspective. Youb
miles apart. (both laugh)

Yeah, thatoés true, yé&aganwweackaHadtao t hen,
much energy probabdywe also started doing custom work. Here we are,
bothworkinghi rd shift in the factory, and w
doing custom wor k. Il quit in 0662, | n t
had bought a twoow, selfpropelled picker/sheller in 1960, in the fall of 1960

and did custom work with that.

What do you mean, custom work?

Well, other people didndédt have a machi
would pick the corn and shell it. Toda
corn picker is. But, in those days, this would pick thena@nd shell it and put

it in the bin.

So, youbre only doing that, though, wh
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That 6s correct. We also did baling, on
us had rented some more pasture, and we had bought some steck cow

because they had a big drought in Texas, and we bought a bunch of stock

cows to raise calves with. We baled a
for half. So, Ilike | said, we were rea
about weight in those day&oth laugh)

| 6m wondering what you did when you we

Part of the time | was a spray painter. [I] spray painted refrigerators, both of

us did. Then, we ended upéThey shifted
did some modermation, so then we were both on a clegn and we used to

clean up the paint booths at night, on third shift, and clean up all the

equipment for the new shift, when they came in in the mornings.

Youdbve talked a I itt]!l ethe Guarddltwhat what
unit did you join; where was it based?

Oh, when | came back, | joined the unit in Monmouth, which was
Headquarters Battery for the First Battalion, 123rd Field Artillery Battalion.

First Battalion, 123rd?
Yes,and they had 155 howitzers, then.
Were they the same type of 155s you had in Hawaii?

Yes, thatdés correct, yes. The firing b
One of them was in Galesburg, one in Galva, and one in Macomb.

Headquarters &tery was in Monmouth, and Service Battery was

Headquarters and Service together, but then they moved Service Battery and

split it off and made Service Battery in Macomb.

So, this was definitely not thgentomicdesign that you had in Hawaii.

No, you know, they talked about doing
always behind the regular active duty. It never materialized, because the
regular Army did away with that. I don
Guard never, ever got there

Now, we had another reorganization, very short in here. About 1960, we no
longer had 155s in the battalion. They switched then, and we had the eight
inch in Galesburg. Macomb was the Honest John Battery. Then Galva was not
party of the 12-3 Batalion, First Battalion of the 123rd Field Artillery.

Galva, | believe, at that time, either changed to some other type of

equi pment , or they became part of Rock
Kewanee have switched, through the years. As youkmelilv, when you
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were writing the |l egend of all of
between artillery and transportation and chemical and what have you, up
there.

t hat

|l didndét know that the 11l 1inoigh. Nati on

Yeah, we did, i n Macomb. Meyers didnot

Well, he might have, and | 0ve just

who was the former chief of staff.

Yeah, yes he was the battery commander of the HonestNahnv , I 6 m
only one, | believe, that at that time, had been around the iecfhtowitzer,
towed type, because when we went
myself. We ought to finish me up with OCS.

Yeah, | did want to talk to you more about® and how that worked,

because I 6m curious of whether you

same time.

We did. | went to drill, and, in those days, we would drill on Monday nights,
Monmouth did, many units. We drilled for two hours a night] e got a full
dayodés pay for that, military pay,
Then, it wasndét too long, somewhe
four hour drills, a little I onger
go to work immediately, working third shift, and then back to the farm, you
know. So | put id

You were going to drill in the timeframe you told me, before you were
supposed to be sleeping.

t

r

t

0]

c
e
d

f

or

he

C a

wen

0]

r

That 6s correct, and t hatusedédaogoioearlySund
four hours of work then. Wedd report

preparation going. In four hours, we could get all the paint put in the paint

machines and what have you. The ot he

for thatovertime on the four hours.

Matter of fact, we were a little bit ornery, perhaps. We would never go

in then, unl esséThe other workers u
making all that extra money. Wedd t
take the overtime away from them, because we had the seniority on them.

Sooner or |l ater, every four or five
much, so wedd sign up and take the

quiet down in a hurry. (both laugh)
Then the whole cycle would begin again, huh?

Then itéd all begin again, yeah.
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DePue: So, when were you going to the OCS training sessions?

Blade: OCS was weekends. So, we would report in at noon on Saturday and be
released about 4:00 Sundafyernoon, at Camp Lincoln in Springfield. There
was a young man from close to Galva, Jerry Beecraft from Roseville, and
myself would ride together to OCS in Springfield.

DePue: Did you like that OCS training you were getting?

Blade: Igotalongfinein@S training. |1 06d beed® through
DePue: This is a pretty diplomatic comment that you just made.

Blade: (laughs) I had the least demerits in OCS, and | had the least command

positions of my class in OCS. We started out with eigimy; we gradated
forty-one, and | had three demerits.

We reported into OCS at camp, Ripley, Minnesota, and we rode up
with the unit for their annual training, and then everybody reported to the
barracks at the south end of Camp Ripley, Minnesota and started tr&ing
course, the tack officers got on us quite a little bit. That was no problem for
me. My particular tack officer had no active duty, so he was not too hard to
outfox on many things. (laughs)

Then, after the two weeks training, we washed out smoele, then,
and we came back to Springfield. Then we would meet once a month, one
weekend a month, down here. Then, early June of 1960, we graduate from
OCS in Springfield. Then, we went with our units to camp, in that same year.

DePue: So, duringthethe youdére going to OCS, you onl"
was the camp associated with the officer candidate school?

Blade: That 6s correct.

DePue: Il dondt want to make any assumptions h

of the training and the experienthat the state OCS gave you?

Blade: Well, | thought it was really, real good, really. They had a lot of subjects we
studied, and they were all from infantry based out of Fort Benning, of course.
But | thought it was as good as could be expected, yes.

DeRue: Was it more academic oriented or field training exercise oriented?

Blade: Camp, the two weeks at Camp Ripley was all, nearly all, field exercises and
drill marching and whahaveyou. Here, at Springfield, was all academic, and
we had some homework ¢t too that we had to bring when we went back to
the monthly courses.
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My own experience of going through these officer candidate programs, once
you actually get the field environment, the big challenge is often times land
navigation. | would think stan artillery man, you might have had a little bit of
a leg up in that respect.

| did. We had map reading, and many of them got lost, but in the artillery, that
was no problem for me. | guess 1 06d had
you said artillery had an advantage there.

Any other comments about the OCS experience?

Well, I might just mention one other thing. Like | said, | had the least

demerits, and | had the least command responsibilities, because they expected
everybody tdoe a squad leader and a platoon leader and a platoon sergeant
and a squad sergeant, you knowcHine in a first sergeant, and company
commander was the top position to have.

| was made, | guess, platoon sergeant one day, when we were here in
Springfied. For some reason, | never had any command positions at Camp
Ripley. So, | had really a good voice.
duty, so | could really belt out the voice.

| immediately took the platoon and all the tack officers from therothe
two platoons. There was three platoons here. The other two platoon tack
officers of mine all got in between me and the platoon, to try to outshout me,
but they werenét successful at that. I
column left or acolumnrigh. So, |l 6ve got three rows
marching, and all the tack officers are in between me. Then they filtered
themselves in between the ranks.

When they all got in between the ranks and shouting, so that they
couldndét hear me,irleagt amatreech, girwiamrg mah
caught in the middle of this platoon with-I swinging over their head, and
they didnét have time to holler any mo

The commandant of the school, who was Major Bishop at the time,
hollered for me to halt that platoon immediately. So, | did, and he told his
executive officer to put someone else in charge. He wanted to see me in his

of fice i mmediately. I thought, Il 6m goi
as you please. Hetookrmep t her e, and he said, ATha
| eader ship webve seen in the OCS. Youb
And | didnot . From then on, I was just
laugh).

Wel | , i t s oundreteling that stoey, thatwbuecould haveu 6

been possibly, realliicking off these other instructors, in the process.

Probably did. (both laugh)
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So, you enjoyed yourself as well, it sounds like.

| did. So then, my clagésl 6 v e | w ahreaddve had a fittyyear
reunion two years ago, which was pretty nice. Seventeen were there, at the
reunion. That was a nice experience.

That was pretty good.
| felt good about OCS, and it was a good training exercise.

What happenetb you after you got the commission, as far as the National
Guard was concerned?

Then | was assigned to AAO Battery, wh
Galesburg. We just had an AAO0 Battery
had the eighinch howitzrs. They had not gone to camp yet, with the eight

inch howitzer, or the battalion had not.

Colonel Sharp was no longer the battalion commander. He had retired, and then we had a

DePue:

Blade:

DePue:
Blade:
DePue:
Blade:

DePue:

Blade:

new battalion commander. So, we get to
little bit concerned about this eight inch outfit. Having been around that, |

knew some tricks about laying that eigihth howitzer. During the first few

days we were at camp, why the battery commander, he was breaking in a new

jeep driver. HenryColclasuereally had quite a war record. He was one few

t hat had madeél believe thereds 120 so
combat jumps in World War I, and he was one of those. He had quite a war

record, really.

Which division was he with, 82nd?

No. I donot k n o w % bt Gendral GagirswastReroge he r a 1
was in, same one.

What was this Hengy

HenryColclasureHenry R.Colclasure| believe.

Colclasure

Yes. Hebs since passed9@awaly99pasisetdhiam

The reason you went to Galesburg was because you had experience with the
eight inch already or because they wanted to move you to a different unit?

Two reasons was, there was no other officer over there HemisyColclasure

was a rough, tough guy to get along with, and he had ran off all the

| i eut enant s. Every year, theydd go to
would ask to get out. Theydd either ge
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he was a hard charger onwing those people. However, none of those guys
had much experience, the |ieutenants d
everybody.

So, | go over there at the first part of June, and we go to camp pretty
shortly after. They quickly realized | knew a lot abeigtht inch howitzers
and FDC and what have yoQ.o | c | aut breakind s his new jeep driver,
and they get to a cor neColclasuresdys,t he | eep

ARIi ght . O Wel | , t he C(Cdclespreodtofithejeap, t ur ns
and he lands on his knee and bangs it aldgiclasurevas meaning for him
to turn right, but he just said fAright

was the way to turn..
He t hought Arightod meant correct.

Yeah, so boom, out go€lclasure.The 1st sergeant is Chuck Miller, and he
has an infected tooth and ended up infecting his jaw. He ends up in the

hospital. So,stswe@reanmi, ssaindg wae 6 e mi ssi
commander, and ther eds nllave lmavehtletwoo f f i c e
of us, or 1 06m the only officer.

So, we got along fine. By knowing many tricks about the eigttt
howitzer and | aying thatéWe used engin
and you lay that on the azimuth, during the RSOP, before¢apons get
there. All you have to do, then, is drive down that line, with the left front
wheel of the ten t oninghhowizér. t hat 6s pul |

Then you do some measurements, with a tape measure, and you put
[in] a stake. When the bumper hite stake, the telescapaVhat do | want to
say? | t 6 sincb howitzen &oueda af thet turning of instrumehts
ités in the right Il ocation. So, if you
range, you have maximum shifts to the right and ‘eifthout doing anything
with the weapon, as far as moving it. So, you unhook it and spread the trails,
dig them in, and youdre ready to fire.

Well, that impressed even the evaluators for some reason. | was just
fortunate to have had that experience. Bug,did very well with the eight
inch. Then headquarters in Chicago, they also got an-iiginthowitzer, as
well. But they were going to get theirs the next year. So, some of them were
observing with us that year, so good training.

Justgoonfromther¢ | 6ve] got to tell a coupl
very well. We passed the ATTRTEP for that unit, and we got high marks, real
high marks, that year. The battalion commander, when we would come in
after the field on trainiawayseeauatede i ses é
He used to get on the other two battery commanders, Headquarters Battery
and the others. He says, ABl ade al ways
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guys do every day. Why is that? You kn
supposedtk now t his stuff, you know. o0 Anywa
Robert, who you may have known or maybe not. He may have been gone

before you got in.

Now, to tell you the Paul Harvey version of that séowhich really,
very, very few ever kno is that the seior evaluator was one of the battery
commanders in the battalion, when | was in the 8th Field Artillery. So, we
knew each other, but nobody knew that we knew each other.

So, youbre was just a wink and a nod a

Yes, orfed Ar@ $e nught have slipped a tip to me, now and then.
When we were going to the field the ne

You had to go in civilianéand Class A
at Camp Ripley. That was the way the Guasddiuto be. So, if you was going
to go to the PX at night, after youodd
down there in your fatigues. You had t
So, we would take a vehicle and go
at Ripley. Wel, right east of the PX, you could just take a road there, and
youdbre down over a bluff. So, we woul d
behind it, get back in the vehicle, an
webd turn around raendg gion gvhtea egvce rf owe twre
field exercise. Wedd already |l ay out w
positions. Then wedd come back that ba
knew, but we had reonned that ahead of time. Of course, that impressed th
evaluators a |l ot. Thatos part of winni

When | was doing this, you were always doing the reconnaissance, as the
executive officer, in pitch darkness.

That 6s correct. (both 1 augh)
Well, thatdés not dair, what youbre doi
Well, we were doing things in the daylight those times. We wer@ not

Yeah, because | know that the field training for the National Guard, there in
those years, was almost exclusively something going on in the daytime,
except for a couplef days?

That 6s correct. Yeah, we would spend n
those days. Thatodés right. So, we were
years in the Guard, we started moving in the night, longer terms and what

haveyou.

Changes the ball game entirely, when you move it at night.
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Blade: Yeah, it sure does. Again, when we started doing that, | was a battery
commander, when we were doing the night stuff, many years later, with the
105s in those days.

DePue: Well,onceagai n t hough, sir, It sounds | i ke
Army training.

Blade: | did; I loved that. | sure did, yeah.

DePue: | got a couple of other questions, during this timeframe, before you went to
the tire store budhGuaedsdraning, ahd sounds liken v o | v
youobre really loving that experience.

Crisis in October 1962. What did the Guard do? What did you personally do,
when that was going on?

Blade: That battalion, nothing changed with ¥/ge still did the normal drills and
went to the regular training. The other units in the state doubled up, and they
drilled twice as often. For some reason, our battalion, SRF, Special Reserve
Force, | think, is what that stood for, SRF. Like members & tieo u and |
remember days of the 66th Brigade, which was a downstate brigade,
headquartered in Decatur, in those days. Like the 3rd Infantry Battalion at St.
Louis and the 2nd Battalion at Urbana, they were SRF Units, and they trained

double.

DePue: Were tley technically on alert, then?

Blade: Well, trained up so they could be, | would assume. That probably is correct,
yes.

DePue: Did the Cuban Missile CrisiséWas that
then?

Blade: Well it did, I think, because my brothesas then made the Operations Officer

of the Caribbean Fleet, in the Navy. So, he was stationed in Puerto Rico,
during that time.

DePue: That 6s pretty close to the center of g
Blade: Yeahitis. Yes
DePue: This is very much an aside, and thsstrictly your personal opinion, but you

had worked with those nuclear artiller

in 1962, with all out nuclear war. What did you think about the whole notion
of basing so much of our strategy on nuclear weaponshaddtion of
MAD, mutually assured destruction?

Blade: Well, | guess | was certainly very concerned about that, | guess, and often
wondered and talked about that some, as if we were happened to get
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mobilized out of this situation, you know. What it wobld like and, of
course, we had the eiginich battery in Galesburg, until 1968. | became the
battery commander there, | believe in 1964. | was the exec until then.

Were you occasionally training dur.i

Yes we were. We did gas mask traini
the gas chambers and what have you. We did some training in reference to
pulling the ponchos and that over you, in case of a nuclear strike, you know,
and to keep away from a littletlmf radiation and what have you.

I would think the summer camp of 1963, people are paying a lot more
attention to those drills at that time.

We l | | I think they were, real |l y. I
later on, when | wertb the advance course, as a nuclear deployment officer
training, | thought, we should have done a lot more training about that earlier.
Of course, thatodés almost ten years
training but not near as seriousldasought we should have done, looking

back at that.

ng

ng

t hi

di f

The ot her hi storical mar ker [ wanted t

any impact on your military experience, but that was the assassination of John

F. Kennedy, i n November of 063.

No. When Martin Luther King was¢éa
assassination [of Kennedy] then had no major impact of any great
significance.

How about you, just as an American citizen, understanding your president had

been assassinated.

Oh, well yes, it certainly made an impact. | know exactly where | was at that
day, when | heard the news.

Can you tell us about that?

Well, yes, as | was farming, and | was at Aledo, at an auction. | was buying
some hogs there that d4ij. bought 100 pigs that day to bring home to feed
out. | was feeding a lot of cattle on the farm at the time, and that was a day |
always remembered. Also, that same
same day, as well.

| want to finish todayvith your decision to get out of farming. Maybe you
stayed in farming, but you also got into the tire business. Talk about that
decision.
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Blade: Okay. When | started farming, the first year | farmed was not a very profitable
year, because, when | boughéthogs and that in the spring of the year, hogs
were selling at $22 a hundred pounds. The pigs that | raised and sold that fall,
which was about ten months later, for example, was selling for $10 and $11 a
hundred [pounds]. So, similar things happenetthéocattle market, so |
immediately fell behind the power ball there.

DePue: What happened?

Blade: Well, just the way the market fell. There was an abundance, evidently, of
supply and demand, and we had way too much livestock on the market.

DePue: Therewasndét something going on in the ov
policy or anything like that?

Blade: Not that | really recall. But | know the price of hogs and cattle dropped
significantly in that timeframeg That
of 0659, watwo blickskaad the fakwas gleven, ten to eleven for

hogs. So, that didndt help me out a wh
factory and farming and trying to pay off something that slid the wrong
direction di weldt work out real

Then, as we were moving along there farming, | guess, one day this
tire dealer in Monmouth hadéWhen | fir
toéWe were in there one day, my dad an
tire businessKeisters,who was acompetitor, he was doing about $200,000 a
year in business, but he wanted to sell me $20,000 worth of sky, plus
whatever the value of his equipment was.

DePue: Twenty thousand doll arsdéd worth of sky?
Blade: Well, goodwil|l, i n othebeecustomeosycdnsing inHe 6 d b
and he thought that was worth $20,000 to have in the business. That was kind
of customary. That was an old selling
because of what hedd built up in busin

I said, wel tediddoimgahatnMydad and t neet hamnsin
the hotel in Monmoutd there used to be a big hotel in Monmoutand my
dad didndét think | ought to be buying
either. | told him that, if | ever decide to get in the tirsibass, | believed |
could earn that, without having to do that. So, that was the end of that.

So, now, | 6d been farming and wasnbé
working very, very hard, trying to keep everything going and just
decidedéAnd my blothdr mevsarse, veth adl the hard g t o
work | was doing. | had a fivbottom tractor, which was the biggest tractor
there was in those days, and | was farming about 800 acres. This other guy
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and | together, | think, was farming 840 acres. We both decided/éhakere
going to quit farming.

So, he bought a nursing home in Galesburg, and | bought the tire shop
i n Monmout h. Il dm in the tractor pull b
pumped out of the tires, to diet in a t
some tractor pulls in Abingdon and other small towns.

This was just a sporting event?

Just a sport, ye.ah]costygou@lOtogeatio, dndihypoy be ge
won first prize, Mpslikebydjoupnigbthohedt | v get $5
anything, but (laughs) nevertheless. S
and she wanted to sell the business an
in buying it. She didndét know anything

corner across the stidgéere, a little ways, that he had tried to sell me his
business, about six years ahead of that.

| was very interested in her offer. We ended up, we bought that
business. Marilyn and | thought that was a good move, and so we sold out,
had afarmsaleimJnuary 1965, and | 6d bought th
November of 0664. She | et us make some
business. They had done $66,000 the year before. We did $99,000 the first
year, pretty significant amount of money.

Were your customers primarily farmers and agricultural businesses or
everything?

Well, more or less, we were pretty well diversified. As | developed it a little
bit, we got things at about a third. We did about a third in passenger tire
business, alut a third in big truck business, and we did about a third in farm
tire business.
That 0s
significant
jump in
business in
one year.
Howdod t
happen?

Well,
this other . S
fellow and I, y, nane
when we .
were working

at the factory

and farming, we Ge n eidegeaf old son, Douglas, sits atop heavy-duty tires ready to be
delivered to a farmer from Blade's Tire Shop in Monmouth, lllinois, 1968.
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bought a four row, selbropelled picker/sheller combine in 1961, a four row.

We had the first four row in the count
They would wait, so we could come in there, so they could tell somebody how

they picked so many ag®f corn in such a quick time. You know how

farmers are.

We could do 100 acres in twerfyur hours. We used to start on
Monday morning. Il wasndét wor king. I h a
was still working in the factory. | would run the extra r®an that machine,
so we could keep it running continuously, from Monday through Saturday
night. That just was a good amount of business.

When | sold that and went into the tire business, all these people knew
us in three counties around. We had the foat row picker/sheller in a three
county area. So, the fellows that worked there for me, when | first came in
there, said they just couldndét believe
see us, you know. Well, t harhetnker 1965 an
what we did the next year in business, but we dithgr impact the next
year, because dual wheels were coming out then

M &W Dual Wheel Company, the number one agricultural dual wheel
company in lllinois. They were at Gibson City. So, the sadgsoame over to
see me and thought ébecause the other g
from him. The big dealer that was doin
wheels. Well, | knew all about dual wheels, being a farmer. But it was so new,
yetthathad | y anybody had any. So, he thoug
meeting at Gibson City. He said he went over to see this other young guy that
was in the tire business and thought ,well, maybe we might could sell him
[Blade] two pair or maybe, at the very madste.

As he came in there to talk to him [Blade], | gave him a list. | wanted a
semi load of these, so heturnedaraumd di dndt knodnutt hi s at
he turned around and called the company to see if they would ship a trailer
load of wheels over the to this young tire dealer, because, if they agreed,
well maybe they could maybe redistribute them over there. So, go ahead.
Bottom line, | sold three trailer loads of dual wheels that first year, just
inundated the market around there. In doing sdkétbthem into letting me
have the franchise for five counties on dual wheels.

| ended up being the second largest dual wheeler dealer in the state of
lllinois, and | got a commission, then, off from the other franchises. My

competitor, acrossthe streete woul dndét buy any dual w
went to Galesburg, bought them off of a dealer over tAdrat got them from
me. So, wedd truck them over there and

and drive over there and pick them up and haul them b&ckold very, very
few, because we could beat him on the price pretty easily.
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DePue: This was the same guy who was trying t

Blade: That is correct. In the fall of that year, of 1966, he sells out the business,
because & had really knocked the daylights out of him in business, almost
took over the farm tire business. That was a good start, to make that happen
(laughs).

DePue: Well, that sounds like a pretty good place for us to stop today, and our third
session will bgicking up your story, what you were doing then in the Guard
in those years after that and, especially, the story about how you ended up
working full-time for the Guard and becoming the USPF&O and what that

meant.
Blade: Okay.
DePue: Look forward to thatession. Thank you very much today, sir.
Blade: Yeah, thank you
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Today is Friday, February 1, 2013. The
home of Colonel Gene Blade. Good afternasin,

Good afternoon, beautiful day.
It is. I f you I|ike it cold, i1itds a gre
Six above, this morning.

You bet. Last time, we talked about your military career, primarily in active
duty. But we spent a considerable amaoafitime on your National Guard
experience, coming back home, as well. But, | know you wanted to pick up on
a couple of things that were significant to goand, | think, to history heée

about the time you were in Hawaii.

Okay, | was assigned the 25th
Infantry Division. There is a
monument there, a huge cross !
t hat 6 s dfibedeetthight h i
and five foot s
of half inch steel. That was put up
at the end of World War I,
because that is where the planes
came over, durin@earl Harbor
attack and attacked Schofield
Barracks, at the time.

out

We had a man in our unit
that happeneq to be at Schofield The cross at Kolekole Pass on Oahu Island marked the
and was on his way to or from spot where Japanese aircraft flew over on their way to
church that day, when the planes gty Seholed s o Decerte 1, 1961
came over and strafed some of thESergeant Blake was in charge of repainting it.
buildings at Schofield Barracks,
which still had bullet marks when | was there. | have a picture of this cross.
They saw in my records that | was a spray painter, so | was in charge of the
painting of the cross. We had others that was in charge of the scaffolding to
put up around this cresand others that cleaned all the old paint off down to
the metal again. That pretty much covers that.

That 6s significant in terms of having
the attack.

Well, it was, and that was just a nice monumernt the. |l 6ve been bac
Hawaii two or three times since then. We always drive out to look at that
Cross, because ités just a good mar ker

mountain pass to strike Schofield Barracks.

Is that on public or private land> you know?
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