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Abstract
Naomi Jakobsson, Education is Key-Community College, EC-A-L-2013-076

Biographical Information Overview of Interview: Representative Naomi Jakobsson was born
in Sommerville, New Jersey in September, 1941. She earned her associates degree from Parkland
College and a bachelor’s degree in 1977 from the University of Illinois. Two years later she
completed her master’s degree at the University of Illinois, majoring in English as a Second
Language. She then taught English as a Second Language in the Urbana, Illinois school district. For
twelve years she served as Champaign County Recorder of Deeds. She also served as the interim
director of a domestic violence shelter and the executive director for the YWCA of the University of
[llinois. She and her husband Eric have also been active in adoptive services and parent groups.

In 2002 Jakobsson, a Democrat was elected to the Illinois State House of Representatives from
the 103rd District (Champaign area). At the time of the interview she served as the chair of the House
Higher Education Committee. She discussed her experiences at Parkland College and her current
involvement with the state’s many community colleges.

Subject Headings/Key Words: Student experiences at Parkland College; Chair and role on
Higher Education House Committee; legislation and community college; strengths/challenges of
community college

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to preserve the
informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The Abraham Lincoln
Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for the views
expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge.
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