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Abstract  
Dr. George Mihel, Education is Key-Community College, #EC-A-L-2013-79 

 

Biographical Information Overview of Interview: Dr. George Mihel was born in Oak 

Park, Illinois in 1947. He graduated from Lyons Township High School in Chicago’s western 

suburbs in 1965. He attended Lyons Junior College and graduated with a bachelor’s degree 

from the University of Illinois in 1970. He earned a master’s degree from Northern Illinois 

University in 1972 in Instructional Technology. Later he earned a Doctorate from Northern 

Illinois in 1988. Dr. Mihel taught high school level math and science from 1970 to 1978, and 

at the college level in Oregon from 1978 to 1982. From 1982 to 2013 he has served as a 

College Administrator in Michigan, Nebraska, Kansa, and Illinois. He became President at 

Sauk Valley Community College in Dixon, Illinois in 2005. 

Dr. Mihel discusses his experiences at Sauk Valley Community College, and also relates 

his own experiences at Lyons Junior College (now College of DuPage) as well as community 

colleges outside of Illinois. 

Subject Headings/Key Words: History of Sauk Valley Community College; campus 

construction and site selection; challenges for community colleges; comparisons with other 

state community colleges; program development 

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a 

transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to 

preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The 

Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the 

memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge. 
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