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Abstract  
Ruth Whittington Lockart, Veterans Remember, VR2-V-L-2007-011  

 
Biographical Information & Synopsis: Ruth Whittington was born June 17, 1923 on 

her parents’ farm in Herrick, Illinois. Fresh out of high school, Ruth decided to move to 
Chicago to live with her sister, enrolling in the American Aircraft Institute, where she learned 
a variety of manufacturing skills. She lived with several other girls at the Eleanor Club for 
girls in Chicago. Following her graduation from AAI, she found work with the Howard 
Aircraft Corporation, where she worked as a riveter on the G3-H Nightingale, a U.S. Navy 
trainer. Following this, Ruth worked at the Signal Depot. After the war she returned to 
Herrick, eventually found work as a beautician, and married a man she had known earlier.    
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Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a 
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to 
preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The 
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the 
memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge. 
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