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preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources.

The

Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the

memoir, nor for the viewsxpressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge.

DePue Today is Tueday, May 7, 2013My name is Mark DePué. 6 m ditedioe of

oral history at the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Librafyo day | 6 m honor

to be interviewing John Beechl€ééoodmorning, John.

Beechler Good morning to you, sir.

DePue We are here at the Quincy, whatbbeut@a ns Hon

month now?
Beechler Two months.
DePue Two monthsAnd youdre formerly from t
Beechler Yes.

DePue John, what | always like to start with is a little bit about when andewu

were born andhen abougrowing up.So, when and where were you born?

Beechler Okay.l was born December the 14th, 1929, at Jal5 m. in St.
[Springfield, IL], and they kept me there until Christmas EMeey kept you
in the hospital longer then, than they do now.

DePue You remember the precise minute you were born.
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Not really, but it was a blizzardq nd | 6ve neve.Kordai ked sn
only deepened my disgust with winter.

Yeah, I 6 m s ur eWetshoald mentiansherd tiaethisasagsirg to

be part of oueterans Remembproject, and your story snespecially

compelling story about your experiences in the last year afiéinet Outpost

HarryFor people who dondét know anything
should, shouldndét they?

Yes, they shouldté very importantand very few people even know the war
existed.lté& depressing.

I 6d | i ke tnoe alhttiebieaboptoyaur pareniyou could.

| had a foster father, and my mother was the oldest of eight children in a
family of Dennisses, two &son the end.

Dennisses?

Yeah.Two s<5.

How do you spell that?

D-e-n-n-i-s-s.

What was her first name?

Edna Mae.

What else can you tell me about your father?

| thinké My name is Beechler, andstlegitimate on the birth certificatBut

my real father, | believe, was a guy nandagk Curtis from Danville, who

was president of the band in Danvilldound that much outAnd he came to

Springfield to work for Western Uniguelivering telegramsTh at 6 s wher e |
met my mother.

So | take it you ditdlen®t know your fath
| never, never met my father.
Born in 1929, about two months after the beginning of the Great Depression.

Yes.| always told peoplewhen they found out | was going to be hatn
caused th®epression, joke, joke.

|l 6m sure you didnét,granng upauringahose vetyhat ne
tough yearsWhat was your mother doing to pay the bills?
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She was working at restaurants and housekeeping and different jobs,
whatever Everybody did whatever theyuald thento get by survive

Were you growing up in Springfield, then?
Yeah, | grew up in Springfield.

I understand that your grandparents had as big a hand in raising you as your
mother did.

Yes.From the time | was ftteen, they too& In fact, up until about six, and
then again at thirteen, they took over and raisectobely.

What were your grandparentsd names?
Denniss D-e-n-n-i-s-s, Mae and Will.

Mae and Will.What did your grandfather do?

He 6 d d o, dokihg boilers, painting houses, cutting tree limbs,

anything he couldHe was a railroad man originally and spent most of thirty

some years odifferentrailroads in the west.

Now | know from the first time we met théatl think, is on your maternal side
of the family, your military lineage goes quite a ways back.

Civil War. | think we had a captain in the Civil War on the Noity.
grandfather fought in Spain in 1904 and got wounded.

You mean in the SpastirAmerican War?

The SpanistAmerican WarHe was in thd>hilippines | had a Long uncle

that fought in World War Il had an Uncle Buss that fought in World War I

and was wounded at Cologne, and four
military action.

Did your grandfather serve in World War I, as well?

No, h eHedustdonghttin.the Spanishmerican War.

Okay, that was your grandfather, then, the one who was raising you?
The one that was raising mesah.

Did you grow up hearing the stories about his service during the Spanish
American War?
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Yes, | did yeah yeah.He told about going on patrolsnd thePhilippina
guerillas would come down from behind with long knives and cut off hétads
was krociousHe got wounded, but not killed.

Was he under any kind of disabilityatlimited him?

No, but the SpanisAmerican War set up a pension for Spamsherican
War veteransHe got it for the rest of his lifd.think he was getting abou$69
a month when he died.

How much do you remembeX¥du would have been pretty young during
those years, but how much do you remember about growing up during the
Depression?

Well, | remembethat first of all, we lived otiin Riverton, a town about
seven miles east of SpringfieM/e lived in an oldtwo-story farmhouseOur
neighbor was a farmer that grew apples and vegetables and wateielon.
used to raid his tomato patdlremember that.

One thing | remember verywidly is my Uncle Bus&??) whom |
admired and loved deeply, put nimea little cart, horse cart, hit it on the ass
and sent that down the hillwas screaming and hollering bloody murder.
That was my first fear | remember vividigot over it, thoughThen we
moved into Springfield.

Where in Springfield did you live?

We lived on North FiftiStreet, right off the square, in a thhgtery building.

It had a liquor store on the first floor, our apartment on the second floor and a

candy factoy on the third floorRi ght next to it was Wal g
and below us was a liquor séor

It sounds like you were pretty close to downtown Springfield, then.

Yes.| could walk over to the squarkemean, | could throw a rock arit the
squareWe were just two buildings away from the square.

When youdbre talking about the square,
State Capitol is?

Where the Old State Capitol is, yedt.that time, it was the county
courthouse.

| thought you had also mentioned that you lived for a time, or the family did,
over in what was the Hay homes area?

Yeah, but that was in my senior year in high school.
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DePue So that was quite a bit later.
Beechler: Yeah.

DePue: Tell mea little bit about the winter of 1938ay be t hat 6s anot her
dondt | i ke the snow.

Beechler Oh, it was terribly bitterand we got three feet of snow that | remembér
the time.School closed a lpgand my mom took me out of scho&b | missel
that grade.

DePue You would have been seven at that time, so second grade?

Beechler No, | was six, but | wapushed inteseven as a first gradeknd then, n the
third grade, the classes wanted to move me up a ¢dgsause | was real
good.They woud take me to the eighth grade to teach them nhatlas a
third graderl could do math problems that faraheBdt t hat woul dn 61
allowedtodayYou candét 1 nshuddaushe yduwdrre khrdisg
they arel happen to have an 1Q @#4.

DePue When did you find out what your I1Q was?

Beechler Not until I was in my forties or fiftied was dating a girl that was a
psychologistand took those kind of testShe had to give a test for her boss
who wanted to get promoteshdwas heaaf adepartment of the stat&he
sai d, Al 6 m goi npbcomean athdd,and heiomlyecconematy o u . 0
143 (DePue laughs)

DePue Was she surprised you scored that high?
Beechler Yes, she was.

DePue Did you know when you were just a little tykéhatyou were smarter than a
lot of the other kids?

Beechler: Idid,and | |Hhdaheighth grade teacher named Holesgrave, and she
gave me a test, an IQ te¥then | graduated, in my little white book, she
wrote that | had the ability to give the idsomethingWell, | thought, when
| was laying there in Korea, | thought that was my life, you kridut it
turned out that she knew | had the ability to be very bright and create
something, which | was.

DePue: Were your grandparents or your mother religi®were you going to church?

Beechler: They were Catholic, but they never wenttochulils ause t hey di dno
the moneyto pay | remember | resented the Catholic Chudcimningthem
for not paying their annual duds made me mad.never cared fothe
Catholic Church after that.
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So you werenodt going to church at
No.
Were you ever baptized?

Yeah, well | was baptized as a Catholic, you knoVitfla glop of water on
your foreheadEvery time my mom moved somewkeand took me with her,
well, the neighbor always wanted to take me to chusoH got baptized
about three times in the Baptist Church on the south side of Springfield
frustrating drowning.

But apparently the neighbors were taking enough idirgglto you tomake
sure they were takingare of youto a certain extent.

Yeah, | must have beem interestingid, | guess.
Any other memories about tiiepression years particular?

| rememberwhen we were at the farm Rochester, my uncle would steal
apples and watermelon and stuff like that from the farmer next door.
remember my grandfather would get on rairoad@drse 6d been a
mard and throw off lumps of coaso we had coal for warmtkive never

went cold All the kids worked at some jodr another, making whatever they
could.

Did you work then, even at that young age?

No, | di d nvhen | mavedlout with enynstefather on Park
Avenue, at fourth grade, fifth grade, | worked oa tarm.l cut one acre of
lawn with a hand mowet.cut an acrewith a hoe on thecrop ofvegetables
we raised! picked up the eggs fro800hens.| cleaned out the chicken
house andl cleaned out the hog pelnworked constantly.

You mentionedyour stepfather.Your mother got remarriedhen?

a l

r

Yeah she remarriedthen. di dndét r eal i, ,zaedhéwentsut guy

and bought three acres on Park Avenligt ook four months for them to
make the decisio he house thdy houghton Ninth Streetthey bought,
remodeled and sold f&2,500.It took themsix months to make up their mind
to buy a house.

Do you look upon him as your fatheturing that time?

ai

|l didndét | ike him, bHe taughtee tomark, a goeda | | vy

work ethic.He worked all day adummerManufacturing as a guard and chief

of security, and then Be

?

w
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| 6 m tett meegd back to my rooand do thisSorry.
Webre going t othehldanmggont o st op her e

(Pause in interview.)

We are back at,idoing an interview agaidd o h n, |l think what

you next is if you remember Pearl Harbor?

Oh, | remember it very wellt was December theti? It was about 11:00 a.m.
We weresitting on the porch on Northfih Street in an apartment we lived

in, the whole familyThe radio came on and said the Japanese attacked Pearl

Harbor.l remember it vividly. remember my two uncl es
the shit out ofThtelyemdiidm 6dt alldihenlleegals 4 .ad d

the Great War.

| followed it very closely, all the battlefieldsfollowed the landings in
Africa and the battle for tiee cities across the northern coast of Africa, the
English fighting from one side and the Americans coming from the atiger
the Germans caught in the middleemembethe El Alamein[North Africa],
andl remember TrufLagoon,Caroline Islands]which is a big port for
departinggetting supplies for either sideremember when the Americans
first landed ind 4 the 3rdinfantry Division and some other$hey got the
shit kicked out of them in their first battle.

That would have been North Africa?

That was North Africal 6 m trying to think of
terrible beatingThe Germans judticked the shit out of them.

Kasserine Pass.

Kasserine Pag3unisia, 1943]T hat 6 § hmait @ Andrithergthey .
replaced that general with PattgBeneral George B.Then things started to
happenHe was a magnificent general.

Do you remember reading about the&f@re you going to the newsreels?

No, | went to the newspaper every day and the radigihing | could learnl
was glued to that war, the whole war, all the way through Aftieanding
in Sicily, thelanding in Italy, the push up through Italy, the landing in
southern France, the landing in Normandy and the push south, and the
Russians pushing in from the eéistlly broke Stalingradand came acrosk.
remember it aJlvery vividly.

What was thenood of the country like, if you could describe that attiime?

t
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Beechler:  Very patriotic.They rationed sugaand they rationed gasolin€ou could
only drive thirtyfive miles an hourcrap like thatBut we di dndt need
that ItGs just that thg needed to get the spirit up about wie people
wer énot

DePue: Did your grandfathefind a different kind of work during the war?

Beechler: Oh yeah, he went out to Oregon and went to work for the shigyaudding
ships.He was a painter for therkle worked there during the entire war, until
the war was over.

DePue: Did you and your grandmother, though, stay back in Springfield?

Beechler: We stayed in Springfield with the other kiddy uncles, five of them, all went
to the Army.My first uncle was rarried to my aunt, my blood aurgh e 6 d
been married once befoite a guy named Neff and had had a daughter by
him. That was my oldest cousin that | rememiber. d on 6t know i f sh
alive or not.My aunt married a guy namdédert, and he went to tharmy.
My Aunt N a y @9haisband was named Jiand he went to the Philippines
and all that area and Europe, not to Europe.

My Uncle Buss went to EuropeMy uncle, the other three Raymonds
all stayed in the states in different positioBasssaw a lot otombat and got
shot up at Colognd’he minute the war was over, he stole a deuce and a half
truck with supplieswent andsold them on the black market and went on a
holiday in Europe(laughs) [He] kocked up a couple of German girls.

He was the most éstanding, fabulous uncle | ever hagtsy, tough,
mean.He looked out for meTaught me a lot of bad things, but he taught me a
lot of good things, too.

DePue: Did you lose any relatives in the war?

Beechler: No, none of themBuss got shot through thena, right straight through the
ar m, but Itwasdnadnor@iercird bulethey di dnét have
armored vests theithey did have helmets.

DePue: With that many relatives in the war, with your grandfather telling about his
SpanishAmerican Warexp r i e n c e s ,; wdrebyou ujgset that gou s
were too young to get into the war yourself?

Beechler: Yes. At fitteen, | botched up my birth certificatand | got a train to Chicago.
| hadbought a gun from a Jewish merchant on Sixth StReiBnan | went
over, and | told him | wanted my money back forthegde s ai d, Al 6m r
going to give yojyour money back]You boughttand youbére keepi
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|l said, ALook man,,arddaan pnogetitYosuiodxltl e ebre i ena
big trouble for selliy me t hHe immediately gave me back my
money.l was smarter than hinide was a smart man.

So,l got on a train to Chicagd&ot off thetrain, went over to get a
room on the north side and went up in this little ro@ack in thatime, there
was areal popular song callgiHere in the GloonMy Lonely Roono [|
Dondét Want t o ].d® mo riteeWin théw mant asléép and
all of a sudden aelevae d [L® h & cdne lboyHell, | never knew what
anelevaedwas Man,shit, | levitatedo the ceiling][lt] scared the hell out of
me.

So the next morning | went in, lied to the Marine sergdaménted to
join the Marinesl wanted to do my dufyand | was seventeeHe looked at

my birth certificate and saw how it was botched upand saidi Son, youdr e
going to getto goto thisore. He M$au @r,e t oo yodeng for
said AYouol | be todeolskhifdgr AtYloaw et famg
one. o0

|l said,o fAlBusl@lisldh,ibtédh t oo young for th
the nextonel w o n dma rigvastreally upsetMan, | wanted to fightl
mean, my whole family was fightingen and they relished it.

So, | only had abou#6 or $7lef,and t hat wasndét enoug
home.So | went down to the bus statidrs a i d AH®7W akar mei?lol
And he said, éoDhcanadétlt it emembewnt he nan
now, but it went off the line and went into towathe depot there and lgbu
off. | got off there

When | got into the statiph s ai dj ghiwayt hidHght her e’
sai d, ANo, youovlet gwitl It obegoabsadit aa mmille
AHow far s iHe wsai 8pr ih Oy ke i-skouned onei d easn. do
He said, AfHave ylous agiodt,e fifsNde.chgd si D@ r ¢ @ 0
here ?I0 s ai dHe fBMa.dg fAYdu sgatdHd ridNedndlgs ?foWh a

the hell are you doing here?o
|l said, AWel |l , t heyneCapsstatiodn me down
Chicago 0 |1 | saedgoi t @l hgdtwehtnceris, | thmkna .

dime | had enough for a Cokand | had a dime left ovego | walked out to
the highwaylt took seven rides to get home, twenty miles to a ride.

From what | understand, that was a time when everybody was hitchHiking.
was not unusual at all.

No, no. But, | did get ridesl finally got homeYeah,h ey 6d piSok me up
went into SpringfGrahd e frs nightll wedititodan 6t g o
friend®&s andThenthe yestdightl weént hon&pehvias



John Beechler Interview # VRKA-L-2013026

DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

sitting out on the int porchShe di dndt ask me where |0

thing And | sai df(laughd) m home. O

Do you think she knew?

Yeah, she knew.said,fl tried to join the Maringsdutth ey woul dn ot

meo

Following the war as closely asy did, what were your thoughts when you

t a

heard about what the troops in Europe were discovering, about the Holocaust,

with all the concentratioand the deatbamps?

| was shocked. was shocked. coul dmwédi dred titkikkreo w .

somebog held backi dondét know how the popul ati
held thatlt wasaterriblethinggl dondét believe there

but there were plenty of theralot of Poleslt was a horrifying thing.

How about hearing about timews in August when they dropped the atomic
bomb on Hiroshima and Nagasaki?

wer

IwasallfortA | ot of peop ldeptmatsogmbare kilkah o ul d n o6t

those peopleShit, wedd have killed many,
landed thereYou know, Iwo Jima,20,000Japanesey,000Marines killed.

ma n

The Marines lost more men,onaratw of f ense, youobre

lose less than defense doésh at  w a Fheylast2(,000daps there and
6,000Marines.It was ungodly.

Probably atthe time the war ended, are you in high school by that time?
Yeah.l was a junior in high school.
What high school were you going to?

Lanphier.l was a football star, made all city and all central conferdneas
[onthe] varsty debate teamarguing one world governmersll the
goddamned teachers were libeeald they wanted a one world government.
That was the stupidest idea that ever came up.

| had a guy, A+Bappe(??) His father was the head of Concordia
SeminaryHe got A+ on evey course he tooRiVe had JeanninRichter on
the other sideShewas an A+ student.was an average student, because if |
liked the subject | got straight,andif | di dnét | i ke .it

But anyhow,w e @a down to Williamsville, alittle schoolt h at 6 s
400 [students]We were900kids, and we never won a debakszery one we
lost, even in our own class, where we had all the same kids, all the same
desires, all the same chasing football, chasing girls, same subjsctswl

10
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and everythingl was so disgusted, and man, | revvedIugally did a lot of
research and found q@ndl 6 d db e en

You were arguing against one world government, then?

| was arguing against ilt& not feasibleitGs not sensile; itGs not going to
happenThey o6l |l try to make it happen,

Didn dyou ever have to take the opposite position, tholggtause | thought
most debate teangou had to be able to argue either side of it.

No, we were &vays against one worldeannieRichter and the other kid, not
Bapgder, but the other oel had Bapjer. Bapder was brilliantl mean, we
made great argumendd/e coul dndét even geghey our
were aboub0/5Q

| said diwWN, vy o wdvarld ouigtteerte witli87 countries that
many or more languages and dialects, economical interests, political
interests bsaid  du ¥hink you can put that together and make it work? 6 s
impossible it ridiculous i t stugid.[I] never got anywhereman.

Having been in the position where
government, what were your viewa the timeabout the communist part of
the world?

Well, | thought the communists had to be defealt&hs all for kicking the
sht out of them then.

Even though Russia was our ally during World War 11?

Well, | took advantage of thatwas rooting for the Russians, 845
Russia, our ally, China, our alldineteen fifty, Russia, our enemy, China, our
enemy.

| t dtakellong for that to changthen.

No, i tlwasfodPattonl would have gone right into Russia and kicked
the shit out of them\We had the men on the fieM/e could cut off their
supplies.They were a terrible econormtheir people were in bad shapgmod
soldiers gutsy soldiers.

Did you graduate in 1946, 4timeframe?
No, 6 4 Iskipped out, dropped owgou know

Why did you drop out of school?

11
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They sent me to Springfield High Schons$iead of Lanphigand all my
classmates went to Lanphier

Would that been your senior yeé@Rould have been your senior year?

No, | dropped out my freshman yebawas going to Springfield High.was

smartl di dndét k n otWwasditting righe bethind Gavernob
Greenods daught erWedadd sotp greatnepdhersetihgand Hi g h .
school.

But | went to a basketball gamend this guy was pushing a mop
across the floor, a janitor said, i B e, goa dumlesan of a iich, if you
dondt go back to school, Yow®re moting
goinganywhereYou 6 r e s marlt arontdl a rk ntolwa th.ow s mar
but youbre smarter than that.

So,l went down next day and enrollethey put me in a class wdti
was having an 1Q tesfi was]about twenty to thirty minutdate. Sol did the
IQ and onlyput twenty minutes in on.il come out with102 My 1Q was145,
but | di dirhéty Idn awTdipaintkoat,dfWiked & subject, |
gotA.lfldidn ot , I got a B or a D or droppedc

| was on the varsity debate teaagainst one world governmeit.
went and sold all the ads for thanphier Life for the schoolfor the whole
schooll 6 d gaondo utéd pButayf tfeoo tfloaolpldyal | |, I di
basketballSo,] 6 d go down ,amd Is@d | brn.hsayg atdlsem b
ALook teach, I can get t hiifs ytoeuatclhle rlobest
take Gen&eega(??)with me to getthenT hey | i ke hi m. 0

Shedd |l et us et mfisschodsdpamsdolivd & c
go down and goof offontheavenle6 d t ak e b d&lwekwetehe <check
dated the day befor&ghe dumb teachers newvevenlooked to seg(both
laugh)

John, what were you doing during the time when you dropmatdof school?

| went to workfor a meat market at Nintlst.] and® Tony and Martin and
Mark, he had the butchering part, and Morton had the groceryHliart
br ot her ma dlevorked fgrdhemWe ihad la barrel full of, not
horseradisé

Pickles?
No, that other stuff.

| bet youdbre talking about sauerkraut.

12
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Beechler: Yeah, sauerkrayieah.l used to have to clean out the sauerkraut barrel every
week and | sliced meat.learned about all cuts of me#éte had an ol€Chevy
coupe and he wrapped brown paper on huge chunks of real rich, good meat
Hed6d put i nté it gotesaitehaddnairan itithattdeehen the
spring came, we broke open a car and broke out the meat and broke open the
paper and took it in argliced all the hair and stuff off of the meat

He6d send it to the best relstaurant
sai d, AHow can any bldedook needotthe testaurant r ot t e n
and bought me a stedkwas the best food | evé@rl learnal about filet
mignonsthathadaged, andl 6 v e b eaged filat manesVel since.

DePue: What did your grandparents think abgdirst, you dropping out of school, and
then going back to school?

Beechler: They diadhngTheswydi dnonay.[iflar eli dindhemwant t
school that day, | didnot .

DePue: Were they just not believers themselvethm value okducation?

Beechler: Well, nobody in the familyexcept my Uncle Alhad more than an eighth
gradein school, and they were all dgnvell. Of coursethe war, it was pretty
easy to do wellYou worked at llliopolis.

Grandpa caught a train and went out to Oregon and painted ships for
the shipyards, KaisgHenry J. Kaiser, industrialistHe thought he was the
greatest guy on eart@randpa had been maki$é a week, if he was lucky,
and he was gettin§9 a day out thereS o man, this guybs a
Of course, he went on and built Kaiser Aluminum and Kaiser Automatile
of them failureswe | | , Kai ser Aluminumds still a

DePue: What year did you graduate?
Beechler: | finally graduated in 1949.should have graduated in4 6

DePue: Were you going to school then, high school, with some kids who had also
dropped out of school, gotten in the Army and then came back home?

Beechler: Yeah, some of thepsomeof them But most of them were younger than me.
My class was all younger, about two years.

DePue: Any problems with being the old kid in the classes?
Beechler: No. I took charge(both laugh)

DePue: Were you datingluring those years?
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Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

Oh, man, fortyseven girlsduring high school football.was a lover boyié v e
seduced oveB08women in my lifeld v e tbrebke,ra terrible philanderer.
|l 6m ashamed of mysel f.

Youdre keeping score, though.
| did keep score, yeah.

What was the reason you were keeping score?

My ego, | guess.

When you were getting close to graduatiod id @hat did you want to do
with your life?

Well, every year in the summer, my sophomore anejuand senior year, |
went up and worked in Chicagloworked for Chicago Bridge and Irpn
because my uncle worked for thefimey were the steeplejack people that
built water towers.

The second year lwentuph ey wo ul dn Qltecausalkold me b a
themlwas goingtocollegand t hey kThnesecond gedrwént e d .
to work for U. S. Steebn an electric furnacdhat was a hell of an
experiencel loved that job[l] madegood moneymadeover$100a week.

Working in the blast furna?

In the steel mill, yeahVe worked nine hours. t o otkink ht&d you the

story. | was trying to learn dance lessohs. coul dnoét.lkhevac e f or
high school, youdd go outThoan d6as dhaommc ey of
picked up girls, so | had to dandewent to this dance studio, Fred Aseir

think, or one of the others, maybe Gene Kellgere was a Polish girl there.

started dating het took her tothe Riverview ParklIt had all the rided

What park was tlsi?

Riverview ParkAre you familiar withitd t 6 s a f amo.dkeypar k up
had a parachute rid&€hey put you in a bucket seat, took you2f® feet and

let you go for about thirty feefreefall. It was scarier than jumping out of

airplanes) amtellingy o u , because |1 6ve done bot h.

| took her home this night from the pakike went by all these kids
standing atthispolshes ai d t o &G hal b o gWewertédoivli as . 0O
theroad alittewaya nd | sai d, AWham t hewhel B] ry
Al told them it whbBewldidmdt Theyetl epeyplu
pounded the hell out of thefhe neighborhoods were very Polish, Jewish,
French, Italian, especiallfheyj] ust di d nTody foggbttand halttledn g .
andstole from each othe6 0 | asked her, I sai d, i Wh
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Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

t haSh@saidi!| told them it wasOtekvsey t o | et
they would have probably held yoypand takewh at ever you had. 0

Did you have any thought at all aliagoing to college?
Yeah, | did, actually, when | came home from the Arinyent tad
But not when you first graduated from high school?

No. My coach was ®alic(??) He was a Jewish gugnd he was a bright guy

He 6 d g oscheol up o Wesconsirit was a smallschool. 6d been al |
and all central conferencBrobablyi f t he coach hadndot pul
t hree games for insubordination i n my
honorable statd.was goodl was meanethan hel] man.

What position did you play?

Left wing, andl could catch passe®nly one time in my lifel dropped

passesBut Daul{??)threwmea €l s ai d, ADondt It woomwt me
be abl e He <aitd,h i ¥,ananycoaun ccaattcchh ever yt |
Well, | dropped it three times in a row. He pissed me off so miwsaid,

AAny ot her pass VybDauBdasdwammendcaldgit! | cat
a touchdown pas#/an, did | look bad(laughs)

Wel | , itob long afterryd@utgraduateghu get to 1950What were you
doing at that time?

After | graduated i® 4 Bwent to Chicago and went to work for Chicago
Bridge and Iroe No, | worked for Armour Packing, as a welder in their
maintenance department

Do you remember June@2T hat 6s t he day that the Nc
the south?

Yes, | remember very vividlf. 6d c ome ho melhadvagirly weeke:
herel 6 d r i d & cost$2and himetgsome.centd.remember my first

experience inadiningcar.6d r i acarl wp @emt a dime in t
in Chicago stationso | could catch it back to horte where | workedTh at 6 s

how | got up and back each time.

My buddy picked me up at the railroad statidve 6gd to a at house
on Jefferson Street, some Chinese place, Joy Ling or someAmrgdder
lady, a college graduate, a barber, ran the pflse.was god looking, built
goodin bed.[She]d dnét go to bed with very man)
with Gene and IShe likedusWe 6 d sit and hladvae dite af iarf g te
they were full, kéd c anesaen , Gd n ec odui] dmtt hwa
in case the train left
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Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

So | 6d b e,andGerie wauld tum cver and hop on the train
with me and stay thementil the train pulledoutoOf f | 6d go t o Chi ceé
Sunday night, late atnight. 6 d get | r6l0@cat€hlaratcargyou a t
know, a passenger traimto the station and then into the depmait to my
apartment buildingand thenfrom there | caught a bud had money at home
to buy me anew bus[ticketf].

What do you rememb®@rn June of 1950, | suspect most Americans had no
ideg even where Korea wabid you at the time?

No, Il didndt kwent twa mwdp eigt aavay] of cowsa,sand
saw where it wadt was offthe Sea of China, offof Japan Tha& r e 6 s
peninsulaabout200 miles long,100and some miles apart, South Korea and
North Korea.

Syngman Rhefpresident of South Koreand that other joker that
was had of the front pa& Are we running out of time?

No.Did youthinknow her edés the war | can get i
Yep, and | did.
How quickly did you try to enlistafter that?

The war was in Junéwas walking down Fifth Stregtvhere the lllinois

Railroadtrackwas There was afriend ofmngeh o 6d been in Wor |
andtheycalledhim back.l went up to himHe was kissing his wife and baby

goodbye.l said,i Y ona goodsonofa bitch 6 ( e mo teretoagayl | y) H
witha wifeandachiidand heds goi ng Hbsawfourggars econd
Youodve dsoltwalked ovey thebe Emotional emotional.

| walked overtothe Armya nd | said to the serges
the Army, can | become an officdglo ne Hesam Al 6 1 | gi wHeyou a
sai d, AMan, you wo nSbheghve methisatesipdd o bl e m a
scored ninetynine on it.l took thetestand | s ai &, |f Masw,d,| diok
got a new girlfriendand | want to be here for Christmas withhé 6 s ai d, i

justgotajobatPillsbuyand | 6ve got ,sodcasctomebadki net y
andgetmyjomSo | s ai d, ,rghtafterahe first ¢f danuprgsi n
t hat Idek alye?t0 me do it, and thatdés what

| thoughtthatguy might be lying to meBut| took a chancd. was
young and naiveSo it worked outjust that wayOn January 1th, | was
shipped to Chicago and inducted and sent down to Fort Leonard Wood,
Missouri that nighton a train [I] spent about six months in Migsw, getting
training there.
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DePue:

Beechle:

DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

| wanted to ask you, becaysehi | e youdre waitiyog to g
get to late November, December and early January, the war in Korea is going
horribly. How closely were you paying attention to that?

| was watching everglay.l knew what was going omh.wanted to get there.

wanted to fight.

That didnét deter you at all ?

No.l 6m an American soldier, . Wimagtha n , an
shit? Th a twidese you belong.don 6t car e whameaawey body s

canodot have ev.dmeal ong gutof seven dctaallyveeer ends
up i n combat, but that didndét Dbother

Ther e 0 duyshirethe back of the lineand thep day,ii O lthem
sonsa-bitches are bacthere in the rear are@hey 6 moegettingin combat

0

-

C

n

| tnbost f asal @, gSorvobaubitcH ummbudve got to hav

from the front line in combat to a guy back hgmmaking ammunition or

driving a truck to haul gasoline to take ammuniti t o tlh es aiodc,k . QU i

worrying about itJust take whatever share you canhgralle d dliwent t . 0
all the way.When | got to Fort Leonard Wood, | volunteered for leadership
school.Then, vhen | passed #t, | signed up for OfficerCandidate Swool

[OCS.

Why did you jointhe Army¥ ou 6d wanted to get into t
during World War 11.

Wel | , | thought 1 6d have morelchance o
dondt know, plus, s, andahe Arenydl | o Obe havepar
paratroopers anymore.

You mean the Marines didnot.

The Marines didndét have paratroopers a

Any memories about going to basic training at Fort Leonard Wood?

Oh, yeahlt was terribly cold that winterWe froze our ass offfhe barracks
were World War Il barracksand they still had wooden barraclice on the
floor. We wet down the floor and mopped them When we went home on
leave on weekends, the ice was still on the floor.

It wasonly 200and somaniles, so | paid ten bucks to a guy to drive
Heé6d dr i ve ni ne66[W. SrRoute6d frommrortihenmard o n
Wood to Springfield and drop me off on the bypddse family would pick
me up.While | was making those tripeff basic training, wdost nine guys
killed on66, going up.One time, we passed these guys and pulled over,
because there was a little coupdh six guys in it.Two were laying out
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dead onewas dying, asking for air, breathnd me of them laid there and
sai d, 0nlréatm oe didtd whold we were waiting.

DePue: Do you remember any of your instructors, your drill instructors?

Beechler:  One lieutenantWe had a campaigand we got on this bunch of guygook
some with me, and we went to the back, behind the linegme in from
behind.Well, there was defense positions back thanel | attacked the
defense positondh ey sai d, APutb ddwmoéyowprayaramsy
to them | kept on.My men stayed there and surrendered

| got a little further and Icome up on this lieutenaritsaid,
ALi eut enant , ,Wanphe ontwants gou o @EThess were
ourenemy.So, when we got right to the lisel put my gun in his back he
was a World War Il veteralsommers was a good né@mll of thesudden)
knew | was on the groundnd his bayonet was in my ba¢laughs)He was
in World War II.

Il said, AY o wiblr@m una e tifar therothgr Sige u
He said, i No, .yalofd suddenhigokgu upiasdd was flat
on my as®n the groundHe got me up and took me, nd | was a prisonet.
escaped fromtherée. di dndét pay attention to thei

Anyhowo
DePue: Do you think the training you got in basic training was pretty good?
Beechler: It was excellent &ining yeah.lt was cold and wet, hot.stepped right over a

copperhead one nighdand the guy behind me bashed him with his rlfle
think he saved mylifd dondét Kknow.

DePue: How did you get your chance to become an offiééow did that occur?
Beecler: | applied for Offices Candidate School.
DePue: While in basic training?

Beechler: While in basic trainingl passedand | had three choices, armor, tank and
infantry. Theyput me on the artillery, because | had real high scares
y o u 6 ve egdotofnath inthe artilleryfyou need to know.

DePue: So you had the choice of infantry, armor or field artillery?

Beechler: No, they had the choice of choosing me for one of treerd they sent mia
artillery.

DePue: So you di dnbotllergthday sentoouthbre. o s e ar t i
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Beechler:

DePue:
Beechler:
DePue:
Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:
Beechler:
DePue:

Beechler:

They sent me there, but | askedédrwas willing to go to anyne of the
threel t 6s t he t ou g hShiswe,did study hglkiX nghtsya s ¢c ho o |
week.

You did what?

Study hal] six nights aveek.l went to Benning to go to jump scho®hose

guys didndét even go to nightThsygdgtool , e
to go to moviestheygot to go to stuff like thabff baseWe di dndt do ar
that manl di dn 0t ,exceptorapgrdval forenergencieuntil |

wasa junior, | mean an upper candidate.

Where did you go to the Officer Candidate ScRool

Fort Sill, Oklahoma.

That 6s the field artillery school ?
Yeah.

Soever ybody thrbughthat OL® gomgto become an officer in
the field artillery?

Goes there, even the West Point go there for advanced artillery trafning.
youdre artillery, youdhnbtheend up at For

When did you get to Fo#&ill, and how long was your OCS?

| got there in JulyThe temperature wasl®5 110, twenty below It was
terrible. Shit, heymade Koredook like a soft spotit did.

In terms of the heat?

Yeah, and we had an officer, captasalled Captain Hatton, no, not Captain

Hatton Whatthe hell was his name®ny h o w, heo80Omthene out a
morning and you had to be down doing the dailydozde 6 d say, as | o
he coul d, A GeGtBatery\WWh ytous Wwmemgidthe t h  y o u
daily dozen, first thing in the morninf] did the drill dozen in the evening.

We didnét get to go play basketball or

What 6s the daily dozen?
Pushupssit-ups squat jumps.
So twelve different exercises.

Twelve different exercise$.could do200pushupsl! could do600squat
jumps.When | went to jump school, a corporaluid give you orders, even if
youodr e .BHesgpemder ailLi eut enantlwantgdtosay me t e
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Beechler:

to hi m, AWith wfoc bl Bual gdhsdpwalocoufl da a |
ten pushups with one hand.

Which did you find was more challenging, the basic training you went
through or the Officer Candidate Sch@ol

Officers Candidatavastheto ghest school Whedyor RAfever be
[regularArmy] guys went out to Fort Sill, they totthe of my buddies, who

was a captain thénregular Army, he graduated second in aatisey told

him that the hazing at West Paitfte firsty e a r  d i aewdth thec o mp

hazing we had at officesschool.So, so much for thaWest Point (laughs)

Why study hall every night®/hat was so challengirgbou®

Math. See, | went in there on Mondaihey gave me a logarithm bogland |
di dnot tknthehelltimesl 6d never t akBghRriddyhe mat
at noon, | passedlhave a year @

Was it the computing of the firing data that was so challenging?

Yeah.Se e, | 6d never dhreghandad me tha thingdhath m b o o
the hell is this? mean, | got straight A on all my mathwas brilliant in math.

They took me in the third gradep to the seventh grade, and | did the math

for the eighthgraders. hey woul dnét | ketogobedpotlihiat
incorrect.

Did you feel like after you got in the school and got the feel of the
computations and the mathematics side of it, did you feel like this was the
thing you were supposed to me doing?

Yeah definitely. | still had a tough time with matkut | pulled throughl was

a great artillery officer, maiWe had a hill out in front of ygalled Star Mass

| 6 m thatitwas a Russian officet 6 d s we.a8ut, han whew, hedd
come up thereand he had this unusual uniform. défe was obviouslhan

officer.] 6d get on t hwithenk mundl was sodgeod,ind h i m

t hought he could stay ther étookhimi | t he
out the second saw his map and his uniform and himself, the second rdund.
never had atargetn Kor ea | di dnotlwasithatgioth t he s

Of coursefront line, same line, you know, you got familidut, of all
my medals and decorations from the Greeks and everything else, the thing |
was most proud of was that Captain Hattonpwias my battery commander
When | came back from the fielibr my meal one day walked in and he
sai d, ATher eds sdanbfabitchto ®V e s & vitcumed$ ene s t O
andl looked bothwaysHe s ai d, AY o ul,b vBee encehvl eegr , s eyeonu
cooler. o
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| 6d been up,anmdwelostthieekiled ane ek vwounded
that night | was telling themfil think you need to send me up an insurance
man | feel a need for additional coverage. ( | d laughedl had the men
laughing.l had alittle red turtlea nd h e 6ldé & wrienggc h u,p and t
andl said i Co ol sopafabitcheobldfflYou dr e a cAodbl sol
the men would all laugh.

My men would follow me anywher#. 1 went out of a bunker, they
went. After that, ifl told them to go, they went followed, of coursebut hey
knew | would.

DePue: | want to take you back to Fort Si$o, yougot done with Officer Candidate
School and then went straight into field artillery officer training course?

Beechler: No, | went from Fort Sill to Fort Benning, Georgia, for airborne training.

DePue: Was Officer Candidate School the same thingeamingthe field artillery
basic stuff?

Beechler: Play that back.

DePue: WelLthe We st Pointers woul dnUfficter have been
Candidate School.

Beechler: No, but they went to jump scho®llost of them realized they needed a jump
commissionl served with a lobf them

DePue: Was the Officer Candidate School a different schddlen right after that, at
Fort Sill, y o & taking some more field artillery training?

Beechler: No.l got my officerds training, became
jump school training, then | immediately wenta@ur weekschool of
airborne training, so | got four more jumg$at put me way ahead of my
class.At Benning, they made you jump an extra jyroper the enlisted men.
We stayed an extra weego, when you went out, that man you just jumped
out of officer school with, you had at least one jump more than he did.

DePue: Why did you want to go to jump school, then?

Beechler: A hundred dollars pay.

DePue: A hundred dollars pay?

Beechler: A hundred dollarsl got $232as a jump school and only gé232as a first
lieutenant shit.

DePue: So you got$100more each month.
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Every month, whether you jumped or ngau only had to jump once every
three monthsThat pisses me offtVhen | got to Korea, they took n$100
jump pay and gave n#&15jump pay.

Jump pay or combat pagnce you got to Korea?
They cut mgo combat pay$451 6 m  ddmr ya | i ttle juggl ed
Where did you gafter you got done with jump school?

Well, I went to Fort Campbell, Kentucky, as a battleryvard observer had

a West Point officewasmy commander.  d ilike th&tdon of a bitchHe

was the dumbest bastard | e¥drnever run into a West Point officer as dumb
as him.Honest tagod, | ¢ a ntleeygraduatédiine v e

Well, maybe he was playing football there.

No, he was mHédédwamdDhat hgovooddded wats nadny tt hiant g
at being an officer, either.

What was the unit you were assigned to at Fort Campbell?

It was69thField Artillery Battalion | think. | was one of the forward
observers, of course.

Whatwas the division you were in?
The 11thAirborne Division.
The 11this one that most people never hear about.

No. Segit fought nthe PhilippinesThe82ndand thel01and the other ones
fought in Europelt wasthe only onghatgotto Asial n f act, t heyodr e
therenowT hey dére up in Hokkaido, two of th

But you enlistedso you can go fight in the Korean Warh e war 6s st i | |
on. What wereyour thoughts about being sent to Fort Campbell, then?

Well, | wanted the airborne training behind me, because | would hope to make
a combat jump in Koredhey made twpyou know,but | never got to.

When | go to Japan, | called up Hokkaidde artillery officer up
there says, A My officerd.l 6nl & e dc utt eyoywéauirt iplbaeg er -
here tomosaiodv, 0AYou gble ngaitd, gioNd,aclk d
verymucho He Axildangi as wedre out, we hol c
front lines than ifwe wereim hey 6ve got to hold out. o

So | sai d, AnWel |, | 6 m s thisacpmbati r ,

I 6 m
arml want t o (laughs)Hec osnabi adt,. ofi We | | |, Il wi sh
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man,but 6 hel s@ad Wl,d Ahave yloud Heent@Ehe hegtmor r o v
day Fourdays later | wasi Japan.

DePue: So, it took you jusi

Beechler: I mean no, | was in Japan, and four days later | was in Korea.

DePue: You lost me there, to a certain extent, because | was going to ask you how you
got out of the tour that you were assigned to at Fort @afthys that the
story?

Beechler: | went to Campbell, served six months, volunteered for Kakéeen | got to

Japan, the guy wanted me to come up to Hokkaido and settve a%th and |
passed him up.

(responding to someone at the daBome in.
DePue: When did you leave Fort Campbell, thaWhat timeframavasthat?

Beechler: | left, I think, early December and went home on le@uel on the22nd of
December, | got on a Chicago, Milwaukee and St.@&\uéll, lllinois
Central first.My girlfriend went up vith me.Then | got on a trajrand my
girlfriend went up with meThen $e left and went back homend | went to
Seattle.

But we got in a train wregksomewhere in the westesitde,almost
into lowa No, it wasin lowa. [It] went through Montana and &he other
stateshad a wreck.

DePue: Do you remember anything about the wreck?

Beechler: A great deall was an officer Our car went down the tracks, buhadturned
over, the lights were still onl. went and got down and looked oWell, it was
upsic é 1 upand | said, fi | Odatarank Isteeteo nd | i eu't
anybody who Igavethemmmk mnkanten8body outanked me

So | said, i T Hwasit the smenwolstaytup here and d o .
take the women up to the lingp there Therailroad people will get you
coffee and food and stuffdo s ai d, AAll the military n
melosaid, AAll the . ¥oldlslt efdo Imeaw sina yd o

nextcarWe 6r e going to rescue tEwvwesbodyeopl e t
did just what | said.

| went down,andl looked Cars were overturnedVe picked up two
broken back women and got some stretdiierthings and helped them up.
There was a colonel in the Air Forag aboveand he gotealsheets and
stuff and senthem down to usAnd we took civilians outl gave dittle old
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lad® Sheoul dndét find her . Theyalwentuptmthe gave
top of the line.

Il said, AWhen you get up there, sen
and get polteldf tdefmf e d .Ch gMigvaukee,$St. t o t h e
Paul.Charge ittothemd! s ai dgodawWwe 6 & hd hSolwpgotbel ow. ¢
them all outand I finally got up to the car

The lady was thereand she had found her coat, so she gaveane
coatbackl 6 d gi v e .3negave mg herccarédand wrote me a letter,
every year untjll guessshe died Shewas eightysome years oldShesent
me a Christmas card every year.

You know, the goddamn newspapers in
aboutallthes ol di er s, what they dwass,and how t
pissed off.
DePue: Wel | , t hat 0 stripnocoversgas aombatn o r ma |
Beechler: No, i ltwadsspposdd to fijgut they needethore officers orthe train.
DePue: Would youhave been flyig to Seattle, then?
Beechler: | would have been flying t8eattleand | would have been flying from there

to Alaska And | would have been to every state intheun@n. d n 6t ; make i
h a v éeeid there yet.

DePue: Then how did you get across the ocaeama Libertyship'?
Beechler: They brought me to Seattle and put me on a Lib&hiy
DePue: Anything memorable about that trip?

Beechler: Yeah, it was seventeen daydneday we only made seventeen knds had
3,000men on the ship

[I] had an officewithme.They 6d built the first
and his father and he lived right next door to Robert Hetwas a very

educated mardHe sai d, nl f we can féiohghd,one of
AWedbl |l dethl howmet holmadirli gMatn t hwaeby .fd g ht
t o f Hegwlent hisovayand | went my wayl never know what happened

to him, but | é6m s ur Hewhsea mgchanicabeaginger h o me

abrilliant kid. Then therest of the story is Korea.

DePue: Apparently you mael a stopn JapanWhere was that, Yoka@ma?

! The name given to the EC2 type ship designed for "emergency" construction by the United States Maritime
Commission in World War lithttp://www.usmm.orgibertyships.html
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Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:
Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

Yeah | went down, took a day off and went to Tokyo, visited the cat houses.
They took me to an officdrouse for officers and civilians onlyno enlisted
men.For $19 | got a girl for all night, mda, sake, warm bed, the whole
works.

They brought the girls out, just |
choose firstl was used to going through the whole raaktil | got one |
liked. So, finally this girl came outGod, she was Hollywood beauwtiif but |
wanted to see themabol d i d n 0 6o | tallel themhback a second
time, called them back a third timiefinally picked her.She was better than
most Hollywood starsS h e s a i d heh we goh i 6ed/ she was very
cool,She saind,t fYkkes aned?,0 f OQho,u dlr el obveea uyt oi uf
She said, fAWell, why |ekplathedyooherhawot pi c Kk
Americaworkedand she said, Al omonsheévilappd, wi
service you well 06  #hae did.The bed brokelown and we ended up on a
mattress

When we left, she took a ride batldoubt that she got very much of
that$19 I told her | wished her well and Merry Christm&be said to me
Shehel d my hand, and sahd hopethatyouegii | wi s h
homel wi sh you a Sblogavg her shraegxtrg monay that| o
had.Man, she was gorgeousmean, gorgeoysad youthand good in bed.
She knew how to do itYou know what, | never took oral sex with her,
though.l just had regular sexwasndét t oo high on oral s

How did you get from Japan to Kordzer?

Hiroko(??) They needed a top air courier with some top secret papers, so they
latchedonto this briefcasd.already had one secret briefcase for ordEngy

had me on one armand they had me tapped on the other. &oehey hooked

me all up and put me on a plane fifgst one to get on, last one to get off.

that plane went down, my job was to go down witlilihey were] probably

some love letterBom some goddamn general, not the secret papers &ball.

that was the storyWe] landedin Pusan, about twenty degretsmperature.

This would have been January.

Januarythe 11th. It was cold the wind was blowingWhenit blows down
there, itdéds a hell of a |l ot colder tha

What 6s your first ,oneeyaouarsvdtheoe® t hen of K
Barren, uglywastelandWe flew in off the sea in a DC3.

Youdd seen e Hovwgulld yoo €ontthst gr eompathose two
countries?

Oh, thereds no c JdapgndadiTeyaaplmedm t he wor | d
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DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:
Beechler:
DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:
Beechler:

DePue:

Tokyo?

Tokyo. | went to Tokyo, went down on the GinZ&] had beautiful shops.
had a Japanese artist take a picture of my girlfriexddpamt a larger picture
and sent it back home to héjust went to two cat houses, but | adlydne
girl, shewas a call girl If she wanted to go to bed with you, she dfiG¢he
didnodot, s he.ltwasbekchoce.u t o bed

The other one, | gait $19. We talked [She was] dvely, bright, good
looking.She sai@ She di dnoét maldkshe didonake love b meye

l 6m sorry., three times

Then | said, AWBgedeoaiyodu @dDhe hinerRreéey
excel3heents.ai d, Al onlwyowhrne apdyiarcg iloer
she whed HOoOm adxoruwentyswertny | 61 | be too
businessNo Japanese boywilmarryméapanese sol di,ers wor
because | 6ve sl eptSowihteh sAmdar i didBmuts alind it
meantine , | 6ve had Igiehllthe blehesto noy lbesttfriere s .
Shewill marry a Japanese boy and have afammilpd 1 61 I I &I I | myse
commit suicidel 6 | | have had taemdgdaod I Il ibfed wed I

live verywell, muchbt t er t han any of the Japanes

That washer philosophyl saw a bike ride and this girl I was with,
chatting with her, and this kid die@hey all stand there laughingnd they
said i B umy girlfriend will have a nice home, be married and wallé
children of her own and that kind of stafffhat was shocking to me.

But what youb6re talking about here is
Yes yeah
How was Korea different, justsuallyand the smells and the sights?

Well, Korea[he meant Japanyas fully developedThey were doing big
manufacturingbecause of our war efforf.ou see, by the time | got there,
they were making most of the stuff we needed in KdBeatheir society was
doing well off.Like | said, when they got off the boat, this guy gaveasked

this painter, this shipman on the botite little ship we weren,Is a i d , AHoOw
much do you get Heaisdaifdo,r fbToesna gddot | hl &afr&so.
dol | ar Hea schayd?20 ATem.dol | ars a mon
That 6s i n Japan?

In Japan$10a month.

But, from what you saidKorea was quite a bit different.
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Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:

DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

DePue

Oh, Korea was Korea was probably not even a dollamean, Koreava s €

Interview # VRKA-L-2013026

T h e yidadythingl told you about the littlgirl that came up to mé Go o d
clean virgin sister, fucky, sucl$2.| gave them the la$i5 bill | had and told
avail myself of

t hem | coul dnoét

her S i

You got there January il soeveninPus@dhPusands at the ver.y

tipd was it cold even in Pusan?

Twenty degreewas thewind chill, below zero.

How did you get up north to the war zone?

They had a thing called tl@onervilleTrolley. It was an olgdwoodenseated
train. It hadheat back about two car3 he res$ of the cars weke And we had

supplies, but there were English on there, t@araped up all the -€ations
our Gls had and passed them out to the Endlishs a i d, nYou

very well prepared 0

He sai d,

Y & @ nlgt martallrya simethingFor years,

we were empireWWe were empireand we had the soldiers and the wand
we had the battles and places to go all over the wldek itGs your turn.
Good [(laugh&)TheBritish put up some damn good fights up there,

though.They were goodThere wad

What was the name of the train that you took north?

We called it theloonervilleTrolley. |

donot know.

TheToonervilleTrolley. Beechler: Yeah yeah

It had nothing to do with Korea. It was just kiafla derisive name for it,

then?
Yeah.

When did you

f

nd

out what uni t

guys

youor e

Well, | went t@@ Just north of SeouvasYong DongPol t 6s a r el ocat. i
center for all the militaryTh at 6 s
We all were shipped out of the@nd | was shipped to the Third Infantry

Division.

w h e r esybodyhoet yronsthene.t

What specific unit of assignment did you have?

| was assigned to the B80Field Artillery Battalion 11thInfantry Division.

The 3rd Infantry Division.
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The 3rdinfantry Division.l was with the 39th Field Artillery, with the 3rd
Infantry Division.

DePue: Now, from what | understand when we talked earlier, your assignmec#, on
you got there, was as a forward obsereerrec?

Beechler:  Yes.| was sent to the 38 Field Artillery Battalion.

DePue: Which one of the infantry units did you end up supporting?
Beechler: The 115h.

DePue: The 15thinfantry Regiment?

Beechler: Yeah.

DePue: Do you
remember your
first day on the
front lines?

Beechler: Yeah, Colonel
DeBoard took
me up and
showed me what &
it was like and

everything He
went on and Bart Byerschmidt (on the left) and other soldiers take a moment to relax
while on the front lines in Korea in April, 1953.
became a
colonel in the Armyshould have beenagenerdle 6s st i |l 1l a good

mine and we correspond together and talk on the phorkeatime.

Sothenwh at t hey i s)yfirst assignmentevagwithnae é M
South Korean Army firecentef.hey coul dndét spealk any g
coul dn o6t ROKpRemulblic o Kogea]l spent three or four days with
themYou c o ul d frdntthe ttleetl kept eagirgyif anybody come
rushing i n, i f youdr e fsorrofabigchla dgounnd,t | 6
know. | made up my mindSo finally, they sent me back thefiring battery
and | was in charge of lining artillery up agdtting the place to fire.

Andthennhe Greeks didndét haSogortlreey f or w
months they sent me over to the Greek battaliamd | served as an artillery
forward observer for thenhtook a wireman and a truck drivérwas assigned
two mortas from the infantry They were all in this bunker with mand | was
in a bunker with an interpretdrspent three months with them, and | got some
pretty heavy action there.

DePue: Was the Greek battalion assigned or attached torthifaintry Division?
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Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

Yes, they wereWe had the infantry over here, our infantry, and we had
Outpost Terry, and | was in thstiGreekCompany.They had three
companies.

ColonelKoumanakogLt. Colonel George Koumanakoshly came
over there onceso,he st meupthered coul dndét speak Gree
me this Greek interpretewho was really goodHe] spoke better English
than | did, had been at the University of Athdrisved this guyKarallag??)

They had a lieutenamamedVarkog??) gusiestson of a bitcH ever
met in my life.He loved girlsandle 6d done quite a few he
know. One night we lost three killed, ten woundétiad a hard time with the
captain.He was very propeHed dit on the backand thebehind himwas a
picture of one of my favorite moviestats6 m trying to think o

American movie star?

American movie stalde was in love withhel. 6d t ol d an interpr
their captain that | loved her, alsbhen I told him a lot lbout her That helped

me a lot Finally, he kept me on this sigeery stiff. He never told me the truth

of where he was sending his patrols

| recognized itimmediatelyt hat he wasnodot .Spdping th
called my captaids agidvilng ama , b &dl hn esw g.u
thereds no way in the WoorIIansﬁatjmziu t heyo
right 1in the midSblhdookeditupamdheshiat t | e zone
AYoubr Bedsghel | ilng ay aul dei, Whsaigr,. 06 | donot
insultHehisM'Mi()Iﬁ.c‘)decl-beﬁlafxtladidcalI you eve
and tellyouAfteryoudédve gotten the word from hi
information. 0O

So finally, I gave him goownhiskey,American whiskeyl gave hin
other informationFinally, that nighf when he lost three killed and ten
wounded, and | called in such effective counter battery fire, he brought me
around on the other side, sat me down, put hissaound me, give me a good
hat, instead of a junky haand told me what was really going,drom then
on, alwaysWe became very good friends.

| think, the third day up on GreeéeOf the three day move up there,
he was sent up with theihwonder if he gotkilledl 6 d sur e He ke t o
was a good officeHe wanted to come backlewas going to go to infantry
schoo) and he was going to go to Army school for majerken he ame
back from Greeel dondét k offoflKoredorrote got

Wh a t was this officeroés name?

Yanakurig??)
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DePue

Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

YanaKuris?

Yanakuris

That was his last nam&anakuris

Yeah.

And his rankagain?

Pardon?

He was a captain?

He was a captain.

(phone ringsHand me my cell phone.

We 6 ve goteggirgomnmuslipelteon

| always wondered what happened to himften wondered what happened
tod

Wedbre back here, again.

Huh?

| putitonpauseWe 6 r e back, recording again.
Okay.

You mentioned you reallydaired him?

Yeah.Varkos was the captain, nganakuriswas the captaifrKoumanakos
was the coloneHe only came over to Korea once.

Is thatVarkoswith a V or a P
V, Varkos.
lassumeonce youdbdre up tybuagetw eanvtheirfood? he Gr ee

Two times a dayterrible So | gave my mess sergeant two cans of food | got

every dayand he supplied me with American foddhe Greeksed youtwo

meals fried over hard eggs, so blackened with peppes u ¢ cseelthé n 6 t
goddamn eggs heir second meal was lamb, very well prepared and was
goodButaft er three months of |Tohmab ,6sl acan
shame, because all my family likes lamb when we go to thoseckighed

restaurantsyou know
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DePue: Is there anythinglse you remember that was distinctive about living and
being with the Greeks?

Beechler: They ha@ On the25th of March was their holiday for getting freedom from
the Turks.They fired every weapon thelyad. They burned out som&0
caliber machine guns, water coold€thughs)l know the Chinese must have
thought world war three had started, mérhatin the worldhappene@

Then, onApril, they had their Easterhey had all these eggandyou
broke eggs and cracked them against eadtr,athtil there was just one left
Hed6s t he one tllbvedthosedreekfHeyewene guisy sens
abitches.

DePue: How would you describe their personaldytheir character traits?

Beechler: Friendly, friendly as hellstupid, ignorantThey were all country boys, you
knowwhat Imean Butt h e y 0,dot dsigapdhas the Turks.

DePue: | was going to say, you mentioned the Tul&re you close to where the
Turks were fightingas well?

Beechler:  Well, theywere in the same division with usyt they were on the other side.

My job was to keep them away fromthe Tyrksnd t he ot her of f i ¢
to keep thenjthe Turks]from gettingto mypeoplet hey 6d ki | | each
DePue: Did the Turks even have a reputation among the Greeks?
Beechle: Yes.They were respecte@laughs)
DePue: What was it about the Turks that everybody feared them and respected them?

Beechler: Theydd dromehe trenahes tat nighvith knives and slit throats and
crawl back in Thenext morningall the Chinse would findwassliced
throats.They hatedthenrT hey 6d put on extra guards.

DePue: So fearless soldiers, it sounds like.
Beechler: |l never went up against the Turks, but
DePue: | want you to descrihes best you cathe terain where the fighting was

going on.
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Beechler: Hills, constant hills.You could never stand in any valley and not see a hill.
They ran up to arount,20Q 1,400feet, sometimes a little mor&hehill |
was on wad,200and some feet.

DePue: Was that star Hill OP Harry
Outpost Harry W e =
or was thi§ e

and

Trail -
-

Beechler: That was
Outpost Harry.

N -
& Supply

'‘vint and

& Al Station

DePue: |l 6ve got
picture herel
found off of
one websitel
suspect that

will look

familiar.1 t 6 s

very rugged

looking ridge

line. This photo of the ridgeline leading up to Outpost Harry illustrates the rugged

terrain of Korea, and the precarious isolation of positions like Outpost Harry.

hat 6s head of
Association

Beechler: That $sei how, the g
the Qutpos Harry Surviyvy
was a private on this wingight here.The §
Chinese coul dntévas g1
too steepSo,they either came up,
straight up, or they came from down heré
He got wounded and capturé&tey
would cover us on four sideat night, but
they never bothered to climb up on the
fourth one.

DePue: How much foliage was on those hills?
Beechler: Stubs ssumps nothingelse.

DePue: So they had beén

John Beechler and Bert Byerschmidt relax
in front of their bunker on Outpost Harry in
April, 1953. Outpost Harry sat on a
dominant terrain feature hundreds of
yards in front of the main infantry
positions.
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Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

Pounded and pounded and pounded m s w.rse |
probably dropped hundred$ thousands of "~
shells on them myselfight on the fringel .
askedBowder(??)| s ai d, @i Whe b ;
Isaid,ir want you to Idr opid sine G me . O
said, fiWel saydy?dYes /N
And hedid; three times he didlhe only way
you can find tht out is calBoudin,
Byerschmidt | mean He claimshe did and

believablel loved thatguyHe 6 s pr o QFe
of myé if not my best friend, my very best 4
friend.

John, what | 6d | iskhata t o recommend now,
. 1st Lieutenant Anderson (oR the
we call It a day, b e o MaSndher of¥Bstthdnedr b e en

a couple hours now., anderd their tent, which was on the front
! lines, a few hundred yards behind

c back o Qutpost Harry, in April, 1953.
ome back again

€ come backagagma nd we 6| | r eon thdt gomliateexperisnce t h e n
you had in Korea, because we probably both would be better bé a little
bit fresh when we gento that subject.

| appreciate that, and | appreciate you, sir.

(endof interview #J
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Interview withJohn Beechler

# VRK-A-L-2013026
Interview # 2: May 14, 2013
Interviewer: Mark DePue

COPYRIGHT

The following material can be used for educational and other notommercial
purposes without the written permission of the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library.
AFair useo criteria of Section 107 of the Co
materials are not to be deposited in other repositories, nor used for resale or
commercial purposes without the authorization from theAudio-Visual Curator at the
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library, 112 N. 6th Street, Springfield, lllinois 62701.
Telephone (217) 78-7955

Note to the Reader:Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is
a transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to
preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent inlestdrical sources. The
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the
memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge.

DePue: Today is Tuesday, May 14, 2013. My name is Mark iDeP. Il 6m t he dir
of oral history of the Abraham Lincoln
Quincy, lllinois, with 1st Lieutenant John Beechler. How are you this
morning?

Beechler: Fine, thank you, more or less.

DePue: | 6m sur e vy o uto6fdther @ateb than hebean thee Qliiney Veterans
Home.

Beechler: | 6d rather be in your seat and you in

DePue: |l 6m |l ooking forward, though, to hear,

happened, ardd

Beechler: Her e 6 s wh aQn Agriethe gnel,rwe ldst an artillery officer, killed on
Hill Harry, and a guy went up and replaced him. We lost him on the

10t héNo, we |l ost him on the 12th, the
then | went up and replaced him. Majdeikertaskel me i f |1 6d go u|
replace him, and | said, AThereds i nfa
thereds infantry. o | said, AArendt we
AYeah. o | said, AWel |l , why not? That 6s

So | left mybattery area. | left the Greeks and went over to this trail
that led up to an outpost area, a very narrow trail on the back side of the hill
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DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

Beechler:

DePue:

my pack and my carbine, all my equipment, my radio, my recon sergeant, two
recon sergeants, filling in the places.

e of quest.i

|l wanted to ask you a |
s how you wo

Kumhwa ar ea. I guess tﬁg
KOmh wt .

Kumhwa. And it looks to me lilké

Give me my glasses.

It looks to me like Outpost Harry is actually in front of the friendly lines. Is
that right?

Four hundred yards.
Four hundred yards in front of friendlynés.

Four hundred yards, yes; we were four hundred yards in front. Star was our
nearest enemy, right here. That was th
attacked us from, plus other sidesDePuet wanted to take some time here

and have yowep | ain, basically, the nature of
with a little bit of detail about what you, as a forward observer, were doing

400 yards in
front of the
friendly lines.

Well, | could
observe the
enemy
positions
better. | had a
big GP
[general
purpose tent]
center. | had a

| had them
under

1st Company

observation at riendly Forces The Battle for the Outpost Harry, Tune 1718, 1953

all times, : — _
iah The map of Outpost Harry, which clearly shows its distance from friendly
except at nig t. lines, and its vulnerability to enemy attack.

Were you basically up there, you and your small team by yourself, or were
there infantry there, as well?
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Beechler: No, there waswo infantrymen on my left, to protect me, with a 30 caliber

machine gun, which didnét work. They g
DePue: But thatods it?
Beechler: That 6s it.
DePue: So thereds | ess than ten personnel up
Beechler: | was closer to thenemy lines than anybody else. It stayed that way until |

started back down.
DePue: And the enemy had to know exactly wher
Beechler: Yes.
DePue: In that area, was that the Chinese?
Beechler: Yes. And they bombed it all the timeortars.

DePue: Describe, in as much detail as you can, then, the actual position that you had
on Outpost Harry.

Beechler: The position | had?
DePue: Yeah.

Beechler: Well, I was in this bunker. It had commo [communication] wire for two beds
and three menleeping in it, with just two beds. They were strung with
commo wire. Then we threw our bedrolls down on top of them, to sleep on.
One man was always awake, twefayr hours a day, because they were that

close to us.
DePue: What kind of radio did you he?
Beechlerr Jesus, | dondét remember what it was. |
DePue: FM radio?

Beechler: Yeah, FM, yeah.

DePue: What was the range of the radio, about ten miles or so?
Beechler:  Yeah, | think it was about that.

DePue: And how far back wathe artillery that you were calling?

Beechler: About six miles back.
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DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

Interview # VRKA-L-2013026

Was that a 105 millimeter gun?

Oneo-five outfit, yeah.

Would you have been able to get access to any bigger artillery?

Yeah. | got access to 105s, $5nd 180s, 280s.

Some pretty big stuff, then.

Oh, we had some big stuff up there, yeah.

How about mortars? Were you controlling the mortars?

Well, | was in charge of them. | mean, | was in command of their operation.

They had to do what | told them to.

Was that 81 millimeter mortars?

Eightyo ne s

andéWhat 6s the ot her one?

Four deuce would have probably been at the battalion level.

Yeah,

t h

at woul d be back usthad 18hse r .

So, the infantry, the main infantry positions are 400 yards behind you?

Yeah, the main line of resistance was 400 yards.

That 6s g

Very.

ot to be a pretty

| onely

When did you move backnd forth between the main line of resistance and
the actual outpost itself? Was that at night?

| never went back. | was up there tweffiyr hours, seven days.

Was that typical, then, that the

Yeah.

ét he

OPs

w oed fordthatblosng anismenperiod?

Yeah, yeah, until they got all shot up and run over.

Now, you were a first lieutenant by this time, correct?

Yes.
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DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

Interview # VRKA-L-2013026

Did you get promoted when you were actually in Korea?

Yes.Captmi Patton promoted me. It sounded
Army; [ he] made me sound so good. And
several times, too. | didnoét | ike what

know. And he sure backed me up. Captain King wasname.
Captain King.
Captain was my artillery officer, ordinance superior.

So, he was the artillery battery commander?

No, Board was the battery commander. The fire direction center was First

Lieutenant Byerschmidt, BeByerschmidt.

Tell me a little bit about the e T o
enemy you faced. You said they "', B o
were Chinese? A 3

They were Chinese. They had
mostly burp guns and mostly
wooden hand grenades that looked
i ke a pineappl .
t hem. You diwdsn ot
going to go off immediately or ten

mi nutes | ater. llrhey
good. \

Would you describe them as good
soldiers? <

6
&4
R g -

Not partICU|ar|y’ not partlcularly. Bart Byerschmidt stands outside the Fire Direction

They wer enodt b a dgenterlD0 tntbelindiheirant linegunesouthe n 0 t

good. | mean, t higgnmhen BeprgPiieion occpigthe
From the fact Encountered all of

t hose and vanquished them made
should have been.

But they kept coming.
They kept coming, coming and coming.
Were they typically avoiding your position or going right at ypasition.

No, they were going at our position.

38

me

t

hi

n



John Beechler Interview # VRKA-L-2013026

DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:

DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

Wh a 't Il 6d |Ii ke to do her e, i's to have vy
your phone stops ringing. Do you need to answer that now?

No.

et o descri be, assnuchdeétail @ you ygan,the acdonof i n a
the night, when you were attacked and injured.

Okay, | will.

(referring to the phone) Is it still ringing?

No.

Let me call her back and tell her t&at

Let me pause here forasecond Once we ®r e done here
(pause in recording)

Okay, John, wedre recording again, so
please.

The battle what?
The combat, that action that night that you were injured.

We had eightyeight men up there on that outpost, six officers and eighity
enlisted men. We lost nineteen killed, wounded, and we lostendy
wounded that lived. | was the worst wounded that lived that night. | got out
alright.

My position was on the furthest, ribrof the hill. When the Chinese
hit us, they were there. | mean, that was it. We had them coming over from
Three Star [Hill], by the gorge. They came down this little wdestp trench.
They didnét have hel mets on, wasnd t hey
able to really raise hell with them, with my artillery fire. | called in VT
[variable time] fuse. It was bursting all above the ground, over them. [It]
decimated the hell out of them, stopped them several times. They kept
coming. When they swept ovére hill, they swept right on past me. They
didndét blow a charge into my bunker.
because that cost them a lot of lives.

Anyhow, | went out of the bunker, and | told my recon sergeant,

Til |l man, | s aniedny 66T iilnl mahre, ttrheencehes wi f
candét go out there, sir, the guns, amn
AYeah, and theyodoll be coming in all ni

| pulled him back out of the way, threw him baokbehind me, and when |
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stepped out, two Chinese soldiers stepped over the bunker, right above. |

pulled my trigger, my M2 carbine, to my waist and fired. My heart skipped a

beat. Nothing happened. | had the safety on. So, | ripped the safety off, and |
fired sixty rounds into them, al |l si xt
know how many of themél me a n, I know |
| hit any more than that.

Then | dropped my cartridge out of that and drew a arbor. When | did,
ther lead key man came back on me. | was fortunate because | had that
sergeant él me an. I not whet her he was
my chest up to my pistol, and | fired again, the next sixty rounds, because |
had sixty, doublel o u b | e . now how manyltfiredkat him, but he went
down, too.

And then, | went running and went to the bunker next to me. There
were two men in it. They were just standing there with their heads in their ass.
[1] had a 30 caliber machine gun that was supposedotegirme. | said,

AWhat 6s going on here? Why arenodt you
barr el has been crushed in, and weor e
sai

So | |l ooked, and it was true. So |
and come with me. 0

| started out; | started back down the rear area. | thought our recon sergeant

was following me, but | think he probably stayed in the bunker, because he

was so damn scared. Anyhow, we got down the hill a little ways, and | came

across eamefire over us So, what | did is | pulled a hand grenade out and let

the pin fly off, two seconds and threw it up on the hill above me, because

there was somebody there firing at me;
threw that up there, and | hearétlgo off. | stepped back in this trench, this

bunker trench, and held my carbine. | was ready to fire on them, because |

knew t hat, i f ltheldawacobgr &mades hetmhat t thh
me with the mortar.

So, | heard the explosion andegiand all of a sudden, the Chinese
wereél dondét know i f they come to the
was standing there with my carbine, right in the trench, waiting for them to
fire on me. | see a little bitty flash, like not even a popcord,than a bigger
flash, and all of a sudden, | was flying through the air into the bunker.

What happened, | think, is an artillery shell hit the side of the bunker, and
t hat 6s what got me and bl ew me back in
water can, nexto me.

My |l eft arm wasél knew [i1t] was wou
carbine out of my hand, so | didnodét ha
thinking here. | knew my left arm was badly injured, and so | reached, with
my right arm, over my leftiee and run down the leg. There was blood and
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DePue:
Beechler:
DePue:

Beechler:

grizzle and flesh and blood. | had a compound fracture of the lower tibia on
my left leg. | brought my arm up, along my knee, and | got right on the

kneecap. There was a big feelhecut,her e. AN
was a long slice. | got cut there; another piece of shrapnel had cut open my
knee. I didndot know my knee was broken

pulled my hand up to my groin. When | did, | had all this mud and blood and,

not mud, but blood and soil. | could tell that | was wounded in the groin. |
pulled it up further. I didndt know th
penetrated my chest. So, | looked over to my left, and | felt the wound. I tried

to feel my chest, and | califeel a hole there. So | put my hand in there and

found it had penetrated there. It had penetrated an armored vest, and that

saved my life, because | got inside, and there was this wound, but the armored

vest had saved my life. So, | was still alive.

Ididndét realize my eye was gone. |
men to be quiet and keep calm, keep cool. | told them a lie. | told them, if
youbdbve got r el i gisaveusntperloagrun. Alse, that wes e i t
had lost this hill backn November, and they took 3,000 men to take it back.

And we werendédt going to lose it again,

we were going to hold this hill, because it was a key to Seoul. Then | reached
in my right coat pocket. | wanted to get grd out for my girlfriend; |
wanted to get that.

(knock at the door) Let me stop for a minute.
John, this is happening on the evening of the 24th?

Around, after 11:00. They hit usdat

So, itdés pitch dar k.

Pitch dark. I vld the men there would be a counterattacking force to take the

hill back, so wedd be alright i f we <co
colored boy was moaning and groaning.
keep moaning, t hedy 6tlHeyélalr tylbruow va i sat,
here, and wedll all be killed. You nee
and gave it to him. It was a First Lie

I f theydd ever come in heddk hlhavde s aw
tortured him to get the coordinates of our artillery pieces, you know. So he
guieted down, and everybody was quiet. | kept reassuring them. | told them
that, if they had religion, to pray. | was determined not to pray. | remember
the first thing tlat happened, after | got hit. | was flying back in the air, and |
sai d, AGod get me out of here. o Then |
woul dndt be here. o | never prayed anyn
It wasndét goiwlget lvpe rdoootach ywigm o d ,
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That went on for a couple hours, and finally | heard Lieutenant

Mitchell coming up, fALetds go men. Let
AMi tchell, Itoés friendly artillery. Wh
said, HMeVhkrelel tare you?0 He said, A Wher
your artillery fire?o0 | sai d, iMan, I

stopped at my bunker, got a couple corpsmen up and ordered them to take me
back to the r ear .hisWwas.dtcould haveleeomwarhalh ow | on
hour; it could have been two hours, before they got there.

So, these corpsmen came up, and | s
wounded, take out of here. Il think | a
and he saibde f0H8er woyet wounded t hat os
said, AOkay, 0 | said, ATake me out; pu
pick me up, but | screamed. They said,
| oud scr eam. | saildel pi.Lolo&km hurdotsi me;t |Ig
crying, just pick me up and put me on that damn stretcher and take me back.

I 6m tired. Il dm worn out. So, pick me u
that. 0o And they did. | tolHle tshaemd,t oi Stia

youdbre obviously the worst wounded of
there. A couple of them were dead. So, they got me out of there, started down
the hill.

As we got near the tip of the hill, they were tired, and they set me
down D rest. They put me in, over in a bunker cutout for hand grenades. You

know what theyodére I|ike? So, I said to
going. o0 And he said, Al 6m tired, sir.o
tired, tgonpngaaoadl |l émi d, Al want you to
he picked me up, and we started down the hill. On the way, there was a chink
[Chinese] soldier, laying there in a trench. He stopped, put the soldier down
and started kicking the soldier inthetre h. Ther e wasnét a bl
hi m. I couldnét see where hedd ever be
have been eighteen, nineteen, maybe less.

About that time, they got me on the stretcher and set me down at the
top of the hill, before they sti@d down. Major Semlaub(??) was there to pick
me up. He gave them orders and gave me
job, sir.o And | thought to myself, h o

there [to see] whether | did a good job or not. But apparéhid done a
good job. So, they started me down the hill. It was a long crawl then,
cartridges all over, shells coming in everywhere. Let me stop for a minute.

(pause in the recording)

It was a long drag down that hill, man. It was, | think, about a 175
yards or so. They kept up; they got me down. And when we got down to the
bottom of the hill éNo, we gottradkal f way
up. All'l could do was go halfway up on the motor vehicle side of the hill.
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DePue:

DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

DePue:

Beechler:

You had to get somebody elsepick you up there. So, they put me on top of

thishalft r ac k . It was crowded, and there w
top. Snapnai en fop that son of a bitch,
was on this haifrack, and shells were coming in,d, bang, boom, bang.

We kept on going down. They led me down.

Got to the bottom, there was a hatick, one of those two pop hueys
[Iroquois helicoptersjand there was men there [that] got me off and put me in
a helicopter. | saluted them. | was awadkeever did pass out. | kept
wondering, man, when am | going to get it?

(interruption, someone enters the room).
Okay, go ahead.

So, the helicopter flew me back to the aid station. A bunch of guys
were in there. | felt safe.

Had you been decting fire during this attack at all?
Well, I called artillery countebattery fire, yeah.

From what you mentioned before, you were calling in fire pretty close to your
actual position?

Right on top of it. Il didndét hesitate.
Can you give me something to throw up in?

(pause in interview)

You wanted to continue here, John?

Yes.

Go ahead.

Okay, they took me in the aid stations. There was all kinds of guys laying
around. A soldier, a medic, cameen to mé You got this® and started to

cut the armored vest off. | said, i Do n
Everybody in the thing | aughed. |l coul
| aughing about, but, youhdboubhsaid, t hat wa

ASave that for another guy. o0 So they t
came up to me and put a needle in me. Pop, | was out. | begged for water, and
t hey said, ifWe candt give you any wat e

They must haw had a hell of a surgery with me, because the next time
| woke up | was at Tokyo Army Hospital, getting ready to evacuate. The
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group that was evacuatidgt was on the 26th of Ap@ it was Operation
Little Switch, so | was on that. | was blindfolded, amd® ul d ndt see whe

happening, so | dondét remember much. I

And the nurse told me; she said, AWeor

hospitalization. Youdre going back wit

OperationLitt e Switch. o6 So |I knew | was goin
The next time | woke upée

(nurse interrupts to give an injection)

Then | spent two months in Tokyo Army Hospital. [I] recovered very
fast. | was blindfolded for two months and had a nurse named Benmett. S
had the sexiest, loveliest voice | ever heard. When they took the blindfold off,
she was about as ugly as they come. (laughs)

DePue: You were blindfolded because your eyes had been injured, as well?

Beechler: Well, I lost my right eye, and
there was @hance | was going
to lose my left eye, and there
was a chance | was going to lose
my left leg. It was all fast; it
didndot take much.

DePue: So you knew you werenodt going
back to the war.

Beechler: No, |l knewéWel |, | said to the
Colonel there, when he gawee
this Purple Heart, | said, ASir,
when am | going back into
action?0 He said, ASon, youdre
never going go back to war.
Youbve had it. You give it your
all . o

DePue: Now, the people in the

Operation Little Switch, these
are the prisoners of war that the
Chinese and the North Koreans
had held up to two, two and a

half years. Did you have a First Lieutenant John Beechler received a Purple Heart from

chance to talk to any of those? Colonel Charles Kirkpatrick while he recovered at the Tokyo
Army Hospital in mid-1953. Beechler suffered multiple wounds,
including the loss of one eye, during hand to hand combat with

Beechler: No, none of them, no. Chinese attackers at Outpost Harry on the night of April 24,
1953.( Article appeared in the Ci
IL.)
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