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DePue: Today is Tuesday, January 10, 200y name is Mark DePue, the Director of
Oral History with the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Libraty6 m i n t he
Library this afternoon with Paul Tarr. Goafternoon, Paul.

Tarr: Hi, Mark, how are you?

DePue: Good. And wedbre talking to Paul today
Col d War . ltds not typical that we get
wasnot in Korea, was nénmilitarydurivgithattiongga m, b u
period of time that we now refer to as the Cold War. But as an extra bonus
webre goi ngnoto jtuasltk yaobuo,utbut at the en
spend considerable time talking about your gggandfather? And his narpe

Tarr: Yes, Benjamin Franklin Tarr, better known as B.F. Tarr.

DePue: B.F. Tarr. And he served in the Civil War. So thait | be fun. That 6:
something to |l ook forward to as we go

with when and where you were born.

Tarr: | was born in Pennsylvania, in a town called Upper Darby, and more
specifically, Delaware County Hospital, which is still operational there.

DePue: When were you born?
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Way back in February the twengsgventh of 1933, right in the middle of the
Depression.

What was your father doing for a living, or was he?

Yes. He was working for the Bell Telephone Company of Pennsylvania,
which was owned at the time, of course, by AT&T.

Was he able to hold onto his job there during those day&™
Yes, he did, for fortysix years, | believe, after which he retired.
So he was loyal to the telephone company.

Beyond understanding.

Well, tell us a little bit about growing up, then. | assume you grew up in
Pennsylvania?

| grew up in a little town by the name
John Morton, a signer of the Declarat.i
County, not too far from the Philadelphia Airport area. And, oh, we had a

great deal of people theerabouttwentp ne hundr ed. l'tds not
Swart hmor e; |l went to Swarthmore High
familiar with the Swarthmore Coll ege.
school.

Swarthmoré what 6s it named &térz er ? WhooOs it
Well, you just took me beyond my capab
to that.

But iStvadtlsmong n

l tds in suburban Phil adel phi a. I t 6s ma
Philadelphia. Not too far, as | saidoin the airport.

OK. Well, tell us a little bit about growing up.

Growing up was interesting in that town because my family got there from
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania in 1916, when my grandfatherking for

Westinghouse Corporatipwas transfered. And they relocated by train,

along with the kidsMy dad was the oldest child, and he had at that time two
brothers and a sister. And coming by train with two trunks. They had two
Ssteamer trunks to relocate uwundeestamnt i r e
| did much better with a large Mayflower truck. (laughter)
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Paul 6s GrRau @.fTart Sr.er

Anyhow, they located in Morton because it was close to Essington,
Pennsylvania, which is where the new Westinghouse facility was built, right
on the area where the Philadelphia Airport is nby. grandfather was a
supervisor of what they called the light sh@pe light shop was a part of the
Westinghouse Corporation that made small parts on metal |tthesy
uncles eitherby marriage or by bilt, worked for Westinghouse except my
dad. And they mostly worked for my grandfather, but my younger uncle
became chief electrician for the entire Westinghouse operation. That was later
on down the line.

Well, my grandfather quit school after eight gradeRittsburgh
because he had to help raise the family, make manmeld family My dad
went through the same thing, only since he was the oldest, he made it to tenth
grade and left high school to get a job to help earn money. The rest of my
aunts and unek made it through high school. | was the first one to ever get a
four-yearcollege degree.

Now, my mom was a schoolteach&he went to Weshester Normal
Teacher s Col |l egeltwasatRegearmnmnornal schooli a, t he
Most schools that devgded educators around the country, including lllinois
State, | might adal

T a r r, Masgaret @dInteeTarr.
DePue: In Normal, lllinois.

Tarr: o in Normal, lllinois, righ® were known as normal schools. And she rode the
train from Morton to Wesheste and back every day for two years, got her
teaching certificate, and taught schooLeser Pennsylvania, which was right
down where the Westinghouse plant Wasated And of course, when they
got married in June of 1930, she taught a few years and tagne along.
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Paul at age one with his mother

You have some brothers and sisters?

Yes, | had a brother, and my brother was six years .
younger than | was. Unfortunately | was brought = ="
home from my military service in Germany because =
he was passing away at age sixteen and in the '
hospital he had been sick since he was twekie
had gone to school on and off but never had the
chance to graduate from high school because he
never lived that long. But what | believe he had was
Crohnodsi Di tseada ¥Ydaughter has d. S
Crohnés Disease, and thatdés part of

t h
had, but they didndét know it at the ti
Paul and brother Harry ages eleven and seven.
So he was basically undiagnosed?
No. He was riding his bicycle, delivering
papers, when he was twelve. He went over th
railroad tracks on the bicycleanhdh ey 6 r e
bumpy, he hit his rectum on the point of the
bicycle seat and developed a fistula. And that
caused, as we were told at the tinrejrdection
that went up his intestinal traGo thedoctors
remo\ed his intestine one time after another
after anotherFnally his electrolytes got out of
balance and they lost him while | was in
Germany.
Well, something like that had to be indiely difficult on the family.
Unbelievably so, y& not only from the family point of view, the cost, but also
my parents were just devastated. And h
college, two years away to the Army, and | was in Germang.bay | 61 | t el |
you, the American Red Cross and the Service Club and the military,
everybody jumped through hoops one day when that phone rang, and | was
out of therel was taken by jeep to Frankfurt, Germany and left immediately
on a military flight toNew Jersey.
Well, | etds go bac:kwahttoaskdyowrengem@wi ng up

would have been pretty young, maybe eight yeard altien Pearl Harbor
happened.

| remember. In those days we had a floor model radio that sat about that
highd
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About four foot, three feet.

About three or four foot, above this table level even. | can remember vividly,
even to this day. | always listened to my radio shows. Just like kids watch
their TV shows these days, | listened to my radio shBuwk! can remember

laying on the floor listening to President Roosevelt talk about the bombing of
Pearl Harbor andoingtowar.The t hi ng thatds really

one together jsyears later, when | was working for Horace Mdnsurance
Conmpanyherein Springfield we had an event for our agents in Washington,
D.C. One of the agents invited my wife and | to come along and go through
the White House because he had tickete first thing they showeds or

talked to us about wad)ta t 6 sacetwheee Ppesident Roosevelt sat and
madehisradio address. And | wentick, click, click I got it. | got it. | was on
the other end, and | saw where it came from.

Thatds pretty neat.

Yeah, yeah. 106l never forget that.

Were you oe of those kids who avidly followed what was going on in the
war after that?

Oh, yes. Oh, yeah. Yeah, because as time went on, you know, at the age | was,
| ended up going to Saturday afternoon matinees at the movie theater, so | saw

all the war newsn the newsreels. And | got this idea that when | grew up |
was going to be a pilot. | mean, because all those airplanes went over our

house all the time going to the Phi

but even after the war therewasadot ai r traffic, and
| wanted to do. Then the trouble wasmebody put glasses on me when | was
a senior in high school, and that was the end of that.

Did you think that the military possibly was in your future when youweveer
young kid watching the war news?

| a
st

Not really. That didndét really enter

that was going to come alongow | was interested, though, from another
point of view. My unclé he was known in the family as ZeKéaughs) That

wasnot his name. B u ® helivascir thee Aitng, el wa s

pret World War Il, guess where? Hawaii, Pearl Harbor, in the Army, on the

beach, antiaircr af ®& hecae domé defore thewar e r

started. He came honme 1939. And when he came home we all met him. He
had been gone for a couple years, and he had a trunk. | was the oldest

grandchild, and he was the youngest uncle, and so he and | got along real fine

He was good to méie brought a bunch of stufbome forme  And | 0|
forget, | can almost, you know, picture all the different things he brought me
kimono, you know, slippers. | have them still.

Was he at Pearl Harbor on the day of the attack?
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No, he was out of the service and home, tharsddgess. Now, | had another

uncle by marriage, my daddés sisterds h
he was in Melbourne, Australia. We did not know, of course, where he was;
he coul dndét tel]l us shoppimgareadyatwera s . But

calledSixty Ninth Street in Pennsylvania, outside of Philadelphiae r @6 s a
elevateddubway system that runs into the city, and one of the first stops, is

Milbournd notMelbourné butMilbourn. He wrote a letter and saidVell, |

find it strange that Ben andawyod my other aunt and undefihave moved

to Milbourno And we thoughttheyd i d n6t move there. They
all, as a matter of fact. Whatodés he te
and we found Australia with Melbourne, and it was, Okay, welgot

message. (DePue laughs) Yeah. So he was never in any danger. He was in a

repo depot, you know, a supply area in Australia for the balance of the war. So
thatds the only World War 11 veteran i

Do you remember things like aluminumidv es and rubber dri ve

Oh, yeah. And | can remember also the fact timaparents were very active

in this little town, alright, politically and churelise. And civil defense came
along, and our front yard was the practice area for civil defeoutines. Our
basement was full of cotevater gallons, blackout curtaiaad everything.

They would have fake bombing raids and we would have to take care of the
people that were hurt in our front yard, you know. | mean, blackout curtains
all the timeon the windows. They were always afrad the East Cogabf
German airplanes bombing us. And that was serious.

| can remember, we used to fgo vacationto Ocean City and Atlantic
City, New Jersewnd all those different beachfront locations when | sv&agl
forvacationYoudd be on the boardwal k during
stores were blacked out. They coul dnbd
open for business, but they had blackout curtai®ld back lightand so on.
So there weret any lights on théoardwalk. It was sort of dangerous. But we
hadarmedArmy guards, walking the beach with rifles on the shoulder all the
time because they were afraid of sabotelineyhadfound somé asyou
may remember some of the World War Il stodies Florida.

t

| can remember very precisely being oa oardwalk at nighty o u 6 d
look out to the ocean and you would see flares go off. Tankers were being
torpedoed. All rightThe German submarines were out there aiming for the
shipsas they came out dfie East Coast shipping lanes. At night, when the
submarines needed to regenerate their power systems, they would come up.
They werendt too smart, because we cou
be a moon out there on the Atlantic Ocearo u 6 d e sulemarinég dutline
sitting on the water out there. | mean, they were way out there, but if they got
right so the silhouette was right behind that moon as it came up, you could see
them.
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Well, thatbroughtthe war a little bit closer to home.

All those things did, you see. And | was just the right age. My brother

woul dndét remember any of those thing

t hat . Even when we cleared my momods
we still had civil defense styf€ots and that kind of stuff, tha@sin the attic

that had just been put away. Nobody wanted them after World War Il, you
know.Justwe dondét care what you do with

Were you still living in the same town once you got to high school?
Oh, yeah. Oh, yeah, yeah. My whole life | lived in theda.
Was it the Swarthmore High School that you went to?

| went to Swarthmore High School, right. Now, our town of Morton being as
small as it was, you could go to any surrounding higiogkthat would take

you on a tuition basis. The town of Morton paid your tuitiBuat dl my aunts

and uncles went to all different high schools; no onegvatgone to
Swarthmore beforelhe reason | went to Swarthmofwvarthmore was a

fairly wealthyp wn, and it was a small town
Jacksonville with Illinois College. And nparentsvere heltbent to make

sure that | went to college.

t

o -

wi t

Why? | mean, they hadnodot even graduate

side.

Mydad hadndét; that was one reason why,

years and became a teacher; that was another big reason, because she not only

ended up being a teacher, but during the World War liwent to a three

room grade school from first gradedighth grade, and so we had two to three
grades in each roonihere arenly three teachers in the grade school, okay?
My mother was secretary of the school district school board. She was the
number one substitute teach@men the young fellow who was tpencipal

was drafted, she became the acting principal. So she spent manyatday
every day

| can remember when | was in seventh gratdieh multiple grades in
one room, there were three of us that did two grades in oneWganother
hadheld me bek because | was a February child, and so | started late, but |
caught up by doing seventh and eighth grade, as did two other kids. | mean,
after all, they had three kids in eighth grade; they needed more. (DePue
laughs)My mom was the substitute teachep, front, my brother was in the
baby carriage beside her desk, and my dog was beside me on thé/goor.
lived only two blocks away from the school, so when it came time for recess,
my dogwantedout of the house¢o godown where we were playing.
Afterwards, the dog went home, came back for lunch, came &gaikto get
me. One night it was raining and | went out the back door of the school. We
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couldndét find the dog.the&choolthe doggwag ot s ma
sitting at the front door, soaking tystill waiting for meto come out of the
schooldoor.

These are the kind of idyllic pictures thyatu canvisualize: the boy and his
dog.

You didndét know all this was going to

No, this is gr etanpgssibte bobomagne thos8kmdf i t 6 s | u
scenarios today, isnodot it?

Well, yes. And the street, you knawthes t r eet t h atatdes t wo bl o
schoobt he street wasnodét paved. |l mean, w
they took the ashes. You know,evg body 6s house was heat e
you always had to shovel the ashes out away from the heater, put them out to

be collected like the garbage, you know, and then they would take them and

pour them on the unfinished streets, the ashes. So if youlliagcée to ride

to school, you better not fall of f of
skin your knees up really bad. | mean,
Ew.

Yeah. So it was very much undevel oped.
friendst o speak of because there werenot t

lived. Now, on the other hand, my grandparents were over here on one street
behind us, so right across the field was our house, and then across the street
was my aunt andyouun cklneobws, hiotu swea. s nSéot, a s
was Tarrville.

(laughs) When you got to high school, | assume theremore than two or
three people in the class that you had to deal with.

Not only that, you had to change rooms every hour.

Oh my gosh.

| hadndédt changed rooms for two and thr
What did you start getting interested in once you got to high school?

Girls. (laughs) Naw. No, no. Not right away, but eventually. Well, first of all |
got interested in musiclsause my mother was a piano plagie got me a
little drum one Christmas, and | used to beat on the drum while she played
hymns and so forth, you kno®o then my uncle, the one that worked at
Westinghouse with my grandfatidepne of the onés played inthe
Westinghouse band. They had a wonderful band during World WEndi;

had concerts and all, but the guys did it as a recredd®played any and
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every instrumérhte.d dHeG@d epi dladi tanyp musi
whole life. And, | mean, he atd play a violin, he could play an organ, he

could play a saxophone, he could play a clarinet, he could play a trumpet. |

mean, hedd just Tlperc«k wds ugp tainmde pwhaegr e t
sure he could read musilce ditd nddtd nmd e dna

But hetaught me to plagaxophonend a fri end of my d
a C melody saxophone when | waighth gradeSo when | went to high
school, I got into the band and | started taking lessims band director gave
me a brand newenor saxophone for my entire four years in high school
was mine to use and give back when | graduated, as long as | took
professional lessons apart from being in the band and the orchestra and the
dance band. So I did all those things, right?

In addition, then, getting into sports. All right, loved playing sports out
on the grade school playgroymdayedworkies-up, you know, in baseball,
and football wedd throw it wup in the a
would tackle him, you know. (layhs)

What was the nam&jur phyos up
WorkiesUp in baseball.
WorkiesUp.

WorkiesUp. You put a player out at every position, all right, and then you

have maybe threldds batting, and every time somebody got out, they had to

go aut to the left field, and everybody moved up, you worked up. So the
pitcher became the catcher and the cat
got to play every position. And, you know, we had taped baseballs and broken

bats, | mean, but we played. And we put windows and all across the street

from theschool (laughter) So when | gab ninth grade and | went to

Swarthmore, | started playing serious baseP&lyed American Legion

baseball in the summer for | domét kno
year they woul d move tag&ou&kmw,Ilthoaghtge up
Well, thisismylastyear,r Uoh, t hey moved it up one.
No, they moved it up one.

What position in baseball were you playing?

Well, I was a lef-handed throwing, lefhanded batting baseball player even

though | was a righhanded writerY o u  k n o w, | 6m all- scr ew
footed and write righhanded and eat rigitanded and throw and bat left

handed. You know, it depends. Play tenrgdrhanded. Play pingong
righthanded. (|l aughter) You know, | 0dm me:s

But in a talented way.
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Well, somewhat talented, okay. So | ended up being-héeftied first

baseman and a Idftanded pitcheln high school as afuor, you know, the

biggest kid gets to pitch and | was the biggest kid. | taught myself to pitch

because | used to like to eat Wheatl&sring World War 1l you got a little

booklet in the Wheatiésyou know, and some of these pro baseball players

were sing their name and their picture to put a little booklet in there to teach

you how to throw a pitch. And so Itaught mysdlif6d t hr ow agai nst
wall of our house.

Not just the fastball, but a curveball

A curveball, a spl. | can still put a baseball down between those two fingers

and throw a forkball. Thatdés a forkbal
anymore. You know, sliddrnever heard of. Curveball, yes. Fastball, yes.

Forkball, yes.

Did you play football obasketbaf?

| played football. Yeah, | liked football, because, you know, in that grade

school yard, if you were playing footbdlwe di dndét have enougl
teams, so we judtif we had a football we were lucky, okay. So we always

had a footbdl. Somebody had a footbalk di dndt make any dif
had three people or we had thirteen pe
air, and whoever caught it ran with that ball no matter where, wherever he

wanted to run, the rest of us tackl@d. It was, you know, freéor-all was, is

what we called it, fredor-all.

| assume thereb6s ndbo hel mets, no paddin

No helmets, no pad. We always had knickers. We wore knickers to school.
You dondot even know wdldughd) kni ckers are,

| do.

Well, the knicker@andthe kids all had leather patches on the knees. You
know, nowadays they put them on their elbows; we had them on their knees.

Because you needed them on your knees.

Well, because we had alreadyng through the damn things, (laughter) and

our parents werendét going to buy wus an
patch, you know. And yeah, in fifteeni nut e recess, wedd ge
out there, and dirty and sweafyndgo home a mess. But serkids could

play like that and go home looking just like they came out of the bathroom

and just had a shower. You knéw

1 Wheaties, a populdireakfasterealrequ | ar |y used an advertising |line: i Wh

10
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Were you one of those kids?

No, |l wasndét one ofé So thatds why |
left tackle. Ard | happened to be very fortunate to get back to going to ninth
grade. | started to play organized sports in ninth grade, in high school, and
football was something else, because at Swarthmore, they had seventh, eighth,
and ninthgrade football teams. Bthey played by weight, not by grade.

Okay, you could be playing with other ninginaders if you were big. So they

had lightweights, middleweights, and heavyweights is what they called them.
The group that | ended up just being inserted with were{giratters, of

course, and lo and behold, these guys have been playing football for two years
before that and they had never lost a game, either lightweight, heavyweight, or
middleweight. So | go in in ninth grade, and it turns out the varsity that year
and everyear thereafter was undefeated, including our own. So | was on
twenty-eight straight victories from ninth grade through the twelfth grade.

2lPaul at age sixteen and a left-foot punter.

Playing both ways?

Oh, yes.
Everybody played botivays?

You didnoét | eave that damn
dapep Ghave watéralwuring the game.

Which did you prefer, offese or defense?

(S

fi

0t ever expect to have a water
h

It didndét make any difference; you st a

the chance to pick one or the other, you know. And you end up pretty darn
good at both, as a matter of fact. Yeah.

So you were into music, you playadot of sports in high school, and you
knew you had to go to college.

Yeah. | ended up captain of the baseball team. By the way, ashanhelied
pitcher in my junior year on the baseball, the first game of the season, |
pitched a ondnitter. The oty trouble with that was it should have been a no
hitter. We had a rookie left fielder. First pitch | threw was a nice pop fly to left

11
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field, and this kid ran in to catch it, and it landed right where he left. That was

a hit.
DePue: A standup home run?
Tarr: No, it was just a single, but it was a hit.
DePue: Okay. But you won the game?
Tarr: We won the game, yeah. And a gentleman who had played in the 1936

Olympics in Berlin was not only a high school baseball coach at Upper Darby
High School, the place &h | was born, but he was a scout for the Brooklyn
Dodgers, and he was all over me after that game. And he knew my dad. They

grew up together. But he said, AYou kn
You know, tell me more about your background andsoen And he sai d.
AWhat grade are you in?06 And | said,
| candét talk to you.o06 So then when | w
coll ege, not é

DePue: |l 6m stil | tdrhyg playeg baseball ; the 19@6rie @lympics?

Tarr: Yes, Berlin. It was one game played by our USA team to demonstrate so all

coaches would get some idea of the game.

DePue: I n Berlin. There were many years after

Tarr: Thatodos correct, thatodés correct.

DePue: Thatds interesting.

Tarr: For along time, yeah. Not until Korea, | think, when thbgd theOlympics
in Korea.[1988 Summer Olympics]

DePue: Yeah, maybe so. Yeah, thatdés probably
was.

Tarr: Yeah, yeah, someiiyg like that, yeah.

DePue: So there was a big drought.

Tarr: Oh, a |l ong time. Well, there werenot t
baseball.

DePue: Were you able to go to college on an athletic scholarship, maybe?

Tarr: That 6s a gldotdgou hwerd ® Dickimgon Collega Carlisle,

Pennsylvaniayve had about seven hundred students when | was there, from
1950 Whben bwadgla freshman was the last year thanatienalrule
was that freshmen had to play freshman football; you coulglagtvarsity

12
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until I was a sophomore. We had our own freshman football team. So | had
never played in a losing football game in my life until the second game of my

freshman year in college, and | was de
(laughs) Whatdoyo mean? That doelswafiunnyexi st ! (|
because the first game, we won, and the other tackle, the right tackle, was a
big guyd Goldblatt, Goldblatt his name waswasfrom Overbrook,
Pennsylvania, right outside of Philadelphia alde had neveplayed in a
winning game in high schodHe was ecstatic that he won the game, you
know, (DePue laughs) and | was completely depressed the next week because
we lost a game. (laughs) So, you know, the world has a way of knocking you
down. (laughs)
When youdbre getting too full of yourse
Wel |l , Dickinson football was not that
Senior year at Dickinson

@wPaul 6s |l ast practice at Dickenso

For some reason I 6m thinking that Jim

Jim Thorpe went to the Carlisle Indian School.

Okay. |l td6s the same town.

13
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A

No, néd, heods
Carlisle, Oklahoma, maybe?

No, no, Carlisle Indian School, right there in Carlisle, which is novtise
Army barracks There is an Army offier training school.

Yeah, thatos the Army War Coll ege.

Yes, exactly. Thatdés where it was. And
baseball against the military guys there as a waprgame. But yeah, he was

way back in thed 2 Gaddsearlyd 3.MBst Dickinson played Penn State at one

time; well, we played them in baseball. We had no business doing that, but we
played them. The firsttime Iwasedet donét know whet her i
junior yead | think it was my junior yed we were playing Pen8tate. We

were scheduled to play Penn State, and we played Penn State in baseball. And
itdéds sort of |ike these beginning of t
These little teams come in and get their heads knocked off of them. Well, we

went to Penn &te and had that happen to us (DePue laughs) in baseball. But

the first thing | remember about going on that campus was it was the first year

that guess whpwas coaching there? JBa. Joe Paterno.

What year would this be?
1953
T h & whien you got to college?

No, no. That was my junior year.

Okay, so you started college in 065172
Well , 650, September 0650.
Okay.

So when | was a junior, our baseball team played Penn State, and he was up
there working on théootball field with RoseJRoosevelt]|Grier.

Wel | | thereds anot her name.

Remember that name? Al right, and | 61
been coached by the thBenn State head coach at Brown. He was a

guarterback coach, orchampionship quarterback Btown, and a math

major, | believe.

Paterno was?

Paterno.
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We should mention, just to kind of put
the last two monthsnaybe that Joe Paterno, because of a sex scatdegnn
State, got fired aftdveingcoachforever.

Yeah, yeah. And | donét want to get st
get started either, becadsevell. 2

Okay, so |l etds go back to your

You know what | read yesterday? | gottéll you one thing. He gave the

college a hundred thousand dollars, because every year he does that. He would
never go to the pros. He would always stay there. He always gave back a good
deal buthe would never take a big saldrgm themlike most of hem would.

Does that mean that you were a Penn State fan even though they beat the crap
out of you when you weria college?

Yeah, yeah. I f you come from Pennsyl va
not much different than Oklahoma or Alabba o r Loui siana or é

| dondt know that you answered my ques
athletic scholarship?

Okay, |l etds go bachk rtsa toHata.l IIl, dihgrye 9d
scholarships, they gavigrants and ai which meat they would give you X

number of dollars per semester, and as long as you kept your grades up, you

could count on having it for the next semester. You know, going to college in

those days was really expensive, like it is now, only everything was relttive

was like five hundred dollars a year.

Well, you started off your story sayin
trunks.

Yeah, my grandfather came from Pittsburgh to Philadelphia in two trunks,

yeah, but | was born after that. Yeah) got the equivalerds long as | kept

myé | lost it one semestgklost 250 dollars one semest&éhey gave me a

job, washing dishes in the girlsd dorn
afterd

If you have to wash dishes, | can think of weopdaces to do it.

Yes, yeah. But what | | earned was if vy
not seeing the girls. The rest of the football teams were waiters, and they were
(DePue laughs) out there messing with the girls. Yeah. But anyhow) what

2Tarrnotedpost r anscri ption: AThis has changed in the two Ve
expectedo
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did thoughwass made sure | did my | aundry 1in
was working in the kitchen.

After one yead | worked my butt off that first yedrthe guy that was
the student head of the kitchen crew was a senior, and guess who got the job
for three years? Me. And we made a lot of money, because there was no other
catering firm in the town of Carlisle. But Carlisle Tire and Rubber and
Masland Rug Companyere the two big industriehey had no place to
have their Christmas dinner for themployees other than in our gymnasium
on the basketball court, which was on the second.f®owe had to tote all
of the dishes and all of the food and all of the tables and all of the tih#ies
second floor. Tis was aftethe studentsvent home fo Christmas. This is
what we did until the day before Christmaken serve the mealsver a
thousand people in ten minutes. | was head of the crew. | had to recruit extra
people from the fraternity houses and so on to stay and be waiters and kitchen
crewfor that kind of an event. But compared to everything else, we made
pretty good monefor that time.

In the meantime, if you worked in the kitchen you got all your food
free. So if |1 got my food free and 1| h
payformy books. That was a | ot of money.
greatest student in the world, but | managed.

We managed to talk maybe ten, fifteen
even mentioned what your major was.

Economics.
Whatdid you plan to do with economics?

| had no idea, except my dawrked for Pennsylvania Bell Telephone
Company andvas a selmade stock investoEighth grade

Now, he gotinto thisaftdry ou came al ong in 633, so
marketcrashed

Oh, yeah. This was afterwards, right.
would take money out of his paycheck for AT&T stock, and most of this

occurred after 1945. But during the wgump back he taught me a lot

about making money, becausead two businesses. Well, one business fed

into the other. I arranged for everybo
out of their newspapers and their magazines, weekly, monthly, whatever they
wanted, and | carried away in my wagon. Put it in thaggytie up the

bundles of paper and so on, and when |
my mot her would be a |ittle upset beca

3 The crash which started the Great Depression happened in Octolgr, 192
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webd put all that junk in the car and
scrapdealers were big time, because they were making money, you know,
recycling in a big way because of World War II.

So then my dad bought.S. savings bongl or savings stamp¥ ou
could putthe stamp#n a book, and then you coulldenturn the book into
savngs bondsWhen the war ended, we got rid of the savings bond and he
bought AT&T stock for me with my moneyhen as time went olad got
interested in buyingtecks. A t er | got out of coll ege
medical bills were paiche got interestenh buying other stock he did the
research on his own and bought a little here and a little tHereever sold
anything. So when he passed away | inherited a few shares of a few different
stocks. Still have them. Canét part wi

We | | probablyéa greatlesson dondét know enough abou
the rule of how the stocks build up value over timgnportant.

Mm-hmm.
So, okay. Wedl I |l eave it at that. Let 6

| took German too, by theay, in high school and college, which ties in later
somewhat. Of course, | learned later that my high school German teacher was

really Pennsylvania Dutch, and when | got to college | had a graduate of
HeidelbergUniversity, Germany]You know, he had athe scars from the

duels on his face and so forth. And I
started out with secorgear Germany ou di dnét have to tak:¢
could pass the reading and comprehension test, so | took second year, and

thenl had real trouble because he hated me beaased | di dnoét kno
and it was because | didndot know how t
speaking in a dialect that (DePue laughs) was embarrassing to him. And, you

know, he never explained that tenand he never talked about it to find out.

He just thought | was a stug@chow did | get through German in high school,

you know. Well, anyhowl passed the reading and comprehensive test. No

more German.

You said you got to college in the fall 89507

Yes.

So two months before you got to college, the Korean War started.
Yes.

Do you remember anything about that? Do you remember thinking, This
might have something to do with me?
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Ah, yes, in a big way. Because remembeo back to that freshman football

team. After our freshman ysoamanybfher e we
us were gone to the draft, and/or the
that good. Left college, in other words, and went on. In faet) @ne of my

high school classmates died in December of 28@in six months of

completing high school

That was the very worst month of the war, probably.
Yeah, hé
That was when the Chinese flooded in.

He went right into theervice right out of high school.i$ihame wassadore

Moore. We called hinbucklebuckbecause he always had@iggh at 6 d t hey
call those clothes, you ki pati@ulalyhe zi pé
the black boy8 had zippers. (laughs) And ve¢socalled hm Zip Moore

Hucklebuck (laughs)

But he didndét survive even the first vy
Oh, no.
Were you under some threat of being drafted yourself?

Yes,yes. Whenlwésl dondét know whether,itit was
may have ber® wetook the military exam, and if you got a seventy or
greater and you were in collehét had nothing to do with your college
grades, it had to do with this military draft exam. And if you got seventy or
greater, you could finish college if you coutdyin school. One of my
fraternity brothers, who has become a very prominent pediatrician in the
United States, a very bright guy, he got a sixitye. Guess what | got? A
sixty-nine. So the two of us did not pass the draft test. But our draft number
didnbt ¢ ome u pd,his eever daree @ mine mme ulp in Januarnyf
1954, my senior year. | was taking finals. And by that time I just had no
trouble with grades and | was doing just fine, and here | am one semester
away from graduation and | get my ftraotice: Report in February, such
andsuch a date.

This would have been February of 19537
604
0 5 Which means the war was over by that time.

Yeah, but the draft wasnoét. Okay? So |
the firstsemeste¥ | had still another final the next ddyand | ran over to the
collegeprovost or whoever the big deal was in college. | had never talked to
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the man, never sahim, butl knew who he was: | knew where his office was.

| ran in there, knockedonthedr and ran in there. Il s
know me, but, you know, do something f
said, (laughs) ASit down, calm down. T
AThere it is,o0 (|l augMHedartgdskmmgnmde | t hr ew
guestions. He said, AAre you taking ex
tomorrow. 0 He said, AOkay, Il walnt you
want you to put this out of your mind, do well on that exam tomorrow, and

just act | i ka yduddlorsd \bers oldeaay 0 | donot
in the hell he didHe was 120 miles away from my draft board in Lansdowne,

and we were in Carlisl e, bOGdafter wasnot

graduation. He took care of me. (laughs)

If the draft had not come along, what were you planning to once you did get
that degree?

Coul dndot get a job. No mal-E haglsomd uati ng
deferment for some reason, no male could get a job.

Is that because American busires&new better than to hire sopeople
who mightend up in the military?

Absolutely. Thatodéds the first question
status?0 -AWelyoullmow, or whatever it
all right on that. Hav could | forget? So | went back to my summer job. |

worked six or seven yeans thesummer from high school on, for tBell
TelephoneCompany. | had an understanding with the personnel department

that with my degree in economics and interest in busiaessmy dad having

worked for the telephone company, andabmpletemy military service, |

come back, you know, will you consider hiring me? Oh yeah, look at all this
summer help that youbve done, all thes
Sure.Soknew t hem. |l mean, | 6d been comi ng
(laughs) every summer, right? And they had put me in different jobs every

summer. So | thought | had that made. Well, so | went to work, just like it was
between colleggsummer, you know. And | wked as soon as | graduated

until the draft notice came along. In about fSieptember, | had to report to

Fort JacksonSouth Carolina.

Youdd managed to work a Il ong time cl ea
the girl so6é dor miomeninyourlii2r e t here any

Be careful how you say that. (laughs)

Were there any women in your life by the time you went in the military?
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Oh, yeah. (laughter) In high school there were women in my life. | lost them

as soon as they went to cgés though. No, yeah, | went with a girl for a

couple years in high school and | went with a girl a couple years in college,
and she dumped me after | went to Germany. (laughter) And the other girl had

dumped me when she went to college. Yeah, a lot oplslatong the road.

DePueSo you got a Dear Paul letter over in ,‘l - Ha R

Germany, did you?

Yes, | did. Well, no, not really. Not really. | jus
didndot get any | ette

Oh, okay.

And then when | got home | learned what the
reality was.

Well, tell me about the early days in the
service, then. Is this the Army you went into? |

Went into the Army, yeah, Fort Jackson for
basic training, went through the first eight, as |

Paul and Sally Alden
Senior High School Ball, 1950

said, airborne without the jumping. That meant a® everywhere all the

time.

Fort Jackson basic training, 1954

Did you have any choice at all in what you were going to do once you got to the Arm

No. No, no. No. (Il aug
choice about my haircut, as you know. (laughs)
No, we di dnoiceofdnghmng. Tren

hs) Didnot

y c¢h

only choice we had was when they gave us free

time; guess what we did? We played touch
football in the sand with our combat boots on
after running all day. (laughs) What a stupid
bunch we were. (laughs) But most of the guys

from college were drafted at the same time, a lot
of them athletes, and one of the things | wanted

to do was get on that football team at Fort
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