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DePue: Today is Tuesday, December 17, 2013. Mynane Mar k DePue. [ 6 n
Director of Oral History with the Abraham LincoRresidentiaLibrary.
Today | 6 m jsittingtabress theitable feom iwvan Maras. Good
morning lvan.

Maras: Good morning, Mark.
DePue We 6r e her e t expdrientekinthebkoraan War and right after
the KoreanwWar,rbbecause a | ot of the things we

0
happened while you were still in Koresdter the war wasovelf hey 6 r e very
interesting stories, arid 6 looking forward to hearinthem.Le t sbastwith
the beginningTell us when and where you were born.

Maras: | born in 1931, March 26n Bulpitt, Illinois, asmall town named after the
founderof whatwas farm land before.

DePue: Where is Bulpitt?

Maras: It was a mining community, back thosedayd. t 6 s about five mi/l
Taylorville, going west on Route 104.

DePue: Well, | looked at the map. It was right next to Kincaid.
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Right across the street from Kincarnht.
Why have two different small towns so close togethere, do you know?

There were several. There was another, dogey, just down the road and
Jisaville Therewere all smallmining communitiesThe Peabody
Mi n d&héere were several back in those dégfpre theyclosed down.

Was your fathem mining? Washe a miner?

My dad was a miner for about twerfiye years, until the year | was born.
And then he got out of the mine and bought a little farght adjacent to
Bulpitt. Of course at that timethey were having O fcoursethere waghe
Depression and mine waiSohe got himself out of that megshuckles)

What can you tell me about the mine wars that were going on at that time?
Were you too small to know much about it?

Well, | was just a baby then at thahe, but, of coursel 6 ve hear d st or |

buddy thatl grew upandwent to school with in Bulpi@t we were in the same
class togethér his father got killed right on his front porchAnd his neighbor
also got killed. Back thenn that little small townthey, | guesskilled quite a
few people

Whod they?

Well, they hadwhat theycalled[the] Progressivg | guess, from down south
that were coming intaking overthe jobs, the union johsip north here.

Isthis a different union?

Supposedlyyeah,from down southTheywerecalling themscabsThey
were just coming in and taking over the jobs at the coal,rfon@ cheaper
wage.

Why did your dadin 1931, decide to leavewhatl assume was a secure job,
to go into faming instead?

Well, like | said hed gust had enough of the coal mines. He had a very nasty,
dirty job. | t 6 s a blaslolunglHe neven aid testifod n 6 t
black lung, supposedly. Heas an excellent workethey said at cutting the

coal out of the walls. He just wanted out of the mines. Like |, #aichs a

dirty job.

And he was able to purchase a farm?

Right, a small farml20acresright adjacent to Bulpitt. He had hetlpere
from the neighboring town there. Thbglped him get started with the

hav
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farming, because he never did farm before. He came from Europe as a boy
fifteen years old. In fact, he sold a couple of cows over tlasra passage to
get to this country.

Where did he come from in Europe?

Yugosl avia. Heds con s,iatthetime dheraheléfft o at i an
WORLD WARIt was still part of Austriabefore World War .|

Sa he left right befor&Vorld War ?

Yes, he left there several years befdrerld War |, right, yeah.
That was a good time to be leaving the country.

Right.

How about your mother?

My mother came overas a babyfrom the same countryn fact, | guessfrom
t he same town. Bé LikelsaieiyCadtondllhinésitheyne et t |
got marriedn, | guess] think it was 19200 2 domething like that.

So, is Maras a Croatian name?

Supposedly, yegah t hseveral Maradin Yugoslavia like that right. |

d o n o t,ore tintkewheard it was Frendn fact Idon 6t even know h
they got my namdvan, a Russian nam¢laughg . I dondét know wh
named Ivan, never did knowaqgghg

Did they speak Croatian when you were growing up?

This is the thing | 6m ver Croaiamontyy happe

when we had the relatives or friends come in. Butaroundbise y 6 | |  al way

speak English. They didnot.Amdd mtm us, r €
sorry about that ever since. Our cousthgy taught their kids the Croatian

languageard they had that advantage over us.

You say us doyou have some siblingas well?

Yes, | had a brother, an older brotheatserved inthe World War Il Navy,
and a older sister that servedfe WAVES [women accepted for volunteer
emergeng servicelin World War Il and then another sistéwo years older
than | wasandshe served in the Air Force as a nutkeing the Korean War.

Sounds like you ere the baby of the family then.

| was the baby of the family, yes.
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Did your brothers and sisters figure you were the spoiled one?
Oh, sometimes.laughg
Were you?

Il didndt t hi nk s oonthdfarmhMydblddstdorottiedhe a | |t
lefté A f the got out of high school, he took off for Detroiaugh3

Tell me more about the farrilow would you describe the farm that you grew
up on?

Wel | , i t 6 s.Bakintthose iearhadayydudad everythingYou

had the pigsyou had the cowshe chickens, orchards, big gardensoyou
wereselsuf fi ci ent . You d bulyowhad ptastgdé e mu c h
food on the table. But a lot of work involved, andicourse, | learned at an

early ageyou had a lot of chores to do.

What was the cash crop?

The cash crop Wehad wheat and a little bit of cqrhecause mosif the
grain that we grew werer our own cattle and hogs.

Sa it was livestock that was the main mor@ker for your farm.

T hat 0.9Ve soid hdgs anaf coursewe sold chickensbeing close to
town like that We sold eggsandthen wealso delivered milk iihe bottles
back in those days.

Did they go to a local creamery or daioy did you deliver it directly?

Well, the milk we delivered mostly in the eveningut then some in the
morning to customers in this town of Bulpitt and Kincaid, but mostly in
Bulpitt. Then in the morning$ would deliver the milk to the couple of
grocery stores.

Y o u 6 r e abowthekvhote gnilk, unpasteurizedholemilk?

Whole milk, unpasteurizedand then the milk that was left oyare would

have a separator machine that would separate the skim milk from the cream
Then thecream was in cange took to Taylorville therenearby.[We] sold

the cream theré he skim milk we fed to the hogs.

Whatwerethe chores you hads a young man?

Oh, all kinds of chores. Like | sgitidelivered this milkevery dayandl
helped milk the cowseven at an early age. Mydland my monusually, we
usuallyhad around fourteen milk conand we would all go in the barn every

he

n
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morning and eveningnilk the cowsand handle the milk situatipn
afterwards.

| would, of coursegdrive a team of horses on the farmaulinggrain to
the elevatordn fact, as a kid remembeleven cultivating corywith the one
row, horsecultivator. You would mow the hay fields for hawith the horses
So | handled the horses quite a bit. Of couesenthough | did drive a
tractor, too, | did plow, as a kid | did all that as a young boy.

Wellbnot hing youdve explained here sound:
Y ou were working hard.

Oh, yes.
What was the least favorite ch@rBoyou know?

Oh, dee(chdckle$ Theone that | remembered was in the hot summer
months going through the cornfieldsuttingout these big milk weedsve
called stink weeds. Thagally, actually stunk very bad in hot weath@&hat
was a very terrible choyalongwith pickingthe corn by Bnd later on with a
team of horses and wagammeear at a timgand throwing it in the wagon.
(laughs)I think a couple choreske thatwas really disgusting to méa(ghs.

It sounddike the family had quite a few milk cowsnhore than just enough to
put milk on your own table.

That was it, rightbecausglike | said we delivered the milk to the customers,
made a little side money therend then the cream went to Taylorvillthat
was extra money there for the houslelh

Sa did you become really good at milking cows?

Well, more or less | didout my mother was the fastest. She could milk two
cows to my one.

Well,t hat 6s an ;laveoullthink.Yodi r s idialdl, he wasnot
milking? Shewas the main milker?

He was milking too, but he was slow like | wéshuckle$ | guess. Like |
said my mother was fast at all those chores like that, all those chores. She
wae | d whatdhbutit wasjustin her to be fastldughg

Wow. Did you have electricity on the farm?

No, we did not have electricitwat first. It took many years before we got

theé In fact the first winter was spent in this old farmhou$beysaid we
almost froze to death. The house that we had in Bwigitt a newer house

My dad thefollowing year, had the house moved to the farm. It was wired for
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electricity, but we had no electricityven being like a couple blocks from
town. We were that close to towsut we did not have electricity for many
yearsafterwards. Finally, | guess, right befoMorld War II, the electricity

came into our house.

How did that change things on the farm?

Oh, it was marvelous to méecausglike | said | grew up with just these
kerosene lamps every evenjrgour houseWhat it did tome wagust simply

out of this world something really great that happened.

Did it include electric milkersmilking machine®

Well, that was an interesting story thgbecause wheWorld War I, started
my motherwent to work in a munitiosiplant, there in llliopolis Sherode in

the carwith several other wometheywo r ked t he

forget this as a kid Of course my dad was very irritated about that.

third

He

believed that the woman should stay home, especially on the farm. Of,course
that left only us two to milk the cows. Ste ended up buying an electric
milker, milking machinewhich | thought was the greatesecause it really

saved us a lot of handwork.

Did all the cows take to being milked by a machine?

The cows did very well with the machine, ydfieyseemed like theenjoyed

it more than ¢huckles) somebody else pulling on them.
But maybenot enjoyingit as much as you dit¢huh?
(laughg Right.

Tell me about going to schadid you start off in Bulpitt?

Yeah.Bulpitt hada two-room schoolhouseand this waé A nacre of ground
wasgiven byMr. Bulpitt, that the town wasamed after. Of course, it was
supposed to be a schoolhou®aceit was closedit was supposetb go back

tothefarmwhi ch it never di d, but

t hat 6s

It was a two room schoolhoyd@st three grades in one room and then
grades four, fie and six in the other roorhen of course when you went to

seventh and eighth gradeu had to go to Kincajcand highschool in
Kincaid alsa [It] was the neighboring town there.

Do you think you got a good education those first few years?

| thought so. thought itwas very goodit seemed like you got a lot of
attention. The classes were real spglen though you had thrgeades in

one room. Just one teacher had to handle all three glades

youodr e

shift

an

j ust
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talking aboutmaybe fou, five kids to a grade. So it wasthink, almosta

oneto-one situation. | thought it was very good.

How big was your graduating class in high school at Kincaid?

The graduation class at that time was about twéwy | guess, probably.

Sa even though you went to the big city of Kincaid to go to sghool

(chuckles thisis still a pretty small town.

Pretty small town, right(chuckles)

| forgot to ask you about the farm. Did you have indoor plumbing there?

Well,no. T hat Wedadéutdoors for years and yeareen when we did
get the electricityo finally come inthen my dad putén b e ¢ ave bad our
kitchen inthe basementin this house. And so the bathroom was made in the
basementtoo. Sq when the electricitgamein, we had the indoor plumbing
and using the well wateof courseltwa s n 6 t  gitiwaswell wadetr e r
We had an electric pump. We had the bath tubmemberand indoor toilet
which was really somethingpecause we alays had the outdoor toilet before.

Two-story house? One stehpuse?

Just onestory housgewith the basement.ike | said we had our kitchen in the

basementandin theother room obur basemenis where we handled the
milk and made the ski milk and creann thecream separator and things like

that, right.

Is that house still there?

No, the housés torn down, of coursdor tax purposeschuckles.

For tax purposésThey owed money on it or théy

No, this is althe barnsMy brother took over the farnm the latteryears and

he justcashrentsthe farmland now. Of course, all the old buildiryshey

were all old and coming down anywiaye hadto remove Thehousewas in

good shape tqdutthey removed the hogsbecause of property tax.

Did you get involved in any extracurricular activities in high schooivere

you just ta busy with farm work?

Wel | , t h stor@tlere benaose alleny friends, you know, they played

allthe sportsldidn 6t have a chance

involved with was the band, | guessitthatd i d n 6t

, beocause goind | y
always had to come home and do the chdrks.onlything that | was really

amount

t
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DePue: Was the family religious? Did you guysettd church regularly?

Maras: We attended a Catholic church thdrevas brought up a Catholic. It was a
pretty strict situationback in those days.

DePue: Who was the one who was making sure that you got refigWasthat your
mother?

Maras: My mother,right, right.

DePue: Which of the two parents would you say you take after?

Maras: Oh, I guess my mothgfchuckle$ in that situation.

DePue: How so?

Maras: She was a fast workeand | learned to be a fast workas time went on. In
factt oday | 6 m al wa.\My wifé alwaypsgaises ganketausa lg s

go too fast on many things. My dad was a little slower, &iking his time
and getting a job done rightHuckle$

DePue: Was that a reflection of his personaliag well?
Maras: | think so, right.
DePue: Well, you were born iri81, so you were about ten years old when Pearl

Harbor happened. Do you remember Pearl Harbor?

Maras: Oh yes, | doRight.
DePue: What can you tell me about that day?
Maras: | dondt wheehwagrdarecularly, that daywhen it happened. |

think that was on Sundagn December 7th, 1941. So | guess we went to
church Of course, it happened later on that day. | guess | was.ldeme
listened to it on the radio.

DePue: You already mentioned your mom vie¢a work at the Illiopolis Munitions
Plant How else did life change for you and the family afféorld Warll
started?

Maras: Well, we had all the gas rationing. | know you had to thegebonds. | know

we had to bug | guess they were kind of likdamps. | remember thdike
savings bondgo support the war. | think weeadall these drives going on.
We had drives for different junk metals and all that stydgfiknow, collecting
paper. | remember all kind of drives like that the kids got inelved with
thereat that time. Of course, being on the fatmugh | remember the gas
rati oni ng ,ltkcadsa wethadhouhave thaugss for tredraand
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that We had gas for the car pretty wellaoo o . S o weliketker e n 6t ht
people intown.

DePue: | know rubber was a scarce commodity too.

Maras: T hat 0,subberiwgstdo.

DePue: Did you have to drive those tires until they got bald?

Maras: They did a lot of recapping of tirgsack in those days.

DePue: Your father stayed on the fartimough?

Maras: My fatherstayed on the farm, yes.

DePue: | would assume he would have been too old by that timedo be

Maras: Yeah, too old to serve in the serviexea

DePue: But you mentioned your brothddow did your brother end up in the military?
Maras: He was working in Detroit at the timeike | said he left high schoolHe

worked at a creamery up thek&¥hen the war started, | guesdout one year
afterorsot hat 6 s wh éthinkh e ,jotEink it eally was. He
joined the Navyand got involved with the medical part, pharmacist.

DePue: Was he overse@®id he serve on a ship?

Maras: He served on a ship pétrine, but it was mostly in th&ulfr e gi o n . He di d
go to overseas at all, no.

DePue: Youdr e t athelGuliofjMexcds?o u t
Maras: Right.
DePue: How closelywere yoy personally following the events of the war? Is that

something that you read the papers or wateld inthe news reepP

Maras: Yeah, watched the news reel in the movies gad know, read out of the
papers, rightOf course] was,as a kid interested in flying and, | guess,
alwayswatched the newgertaining to flying duringVorld Warll.

DePue: Were you upset that you were too young to serve?
Maras: Wellbnotparticul arl y. |lassdchrbndét t hi nk about
DePue: Do you remember the way the war endadAugusto f , @herbthey

dropped the atomic bomb?
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Oh yes. Nowwhere | was atthattimé¢ c a n 0t , but éhat sunebnade a
difference among #hpeople in the whole ardaecause that was the end of the
war. That was a big celebration.

And | know at that timeframe/ o u 0 r e
maybei n ?6 45

, 8 sophbrhorewnlhightschool

A sophomore in high schooleah.
What were yourdvorite subjects in school?
Oh, | guess mathndscience subjects, right.

You were the baby of the familypid any of your other brothers or sisters go
to college after they graduated from high school?

My oldestsister she went to diege and was a school teachasfore she
joined the WAVES. She taught in the same elementary school | went to in
Kincaid. She was a school teacher there for a couple of years. Shétaught
canodot r eme mb e rd buttalaotshegvasahe B.E. ietchentlaes
girls. Then of course, like | said, she just joined the WAVES at that time. |
dondt know wha&at year there, but

By the time youodr e dgyeutgtaduaey inddd® se t o
t her eden aDidad ayau f i gur euplbeimadraftedo uodr e
unless you went someplace or did something?

gr
go

Never even thought abccdknew,ltguessthe t he t i n
thing to do was to go to college to stay out of the coal mines.

Was it your i deaogotocollege?r parent 6s i dea
Wel |, it was a friendds idea that
would come alongAnotherfriend in the same class | was, we hitchhiked to
Charleston to register at Eastefnh allowlsg ot st ar t e dchow |

far | wasgoing to go or what | was going to do.

wa s

di dn

My mothet it was [her]idea of me going to college, | guess, because
she wanted me to become an engineecause my brotheén-law was an
engineer. Of course, | was more interested in farpbaogl followed her
advice. | took preengineering there at Eastern in Charleston, lllinois.

Was your dad hoping that youdd come ba

| think sg because he needed the help. He was by himself most all the time.
My brother, he maried a girl from Virginig and he was staying out thete.

fact, theywent back to Detroit to workoo. Soohe di dn 6 €t Heddme
finally come back to Kincaid and waelin the coal mingsas an electricign

bacl

10
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because he hadfter World War Ilthe GIBIll. He got involved with the
electrical part.

DePue: How did you affordto goto schools it just the tuition was low enougand
did you travel back and forth between

Maras: T h at 0.dtwas ivagylcheap back in those ddyscause tuitiomasjust a
matter of a few dollarsand that included the books and all. We would stay in
a rooming houséNewould cook in the rooming house. We would use the hot
water of the rooming hous&(ghg to heat up the pork and beans and peas
and things like that. would ask for very few dollars from my parents
actualybecause | didndt spend any money t

Then like | said, | would hitchhikéhomeevery weekend, would
hitchhike back and fortH. 6 rgl to help my dad on the weekendsd it was
just cheap living.

DePue: Did you major in engineering?

Maras: Those first two yearpre-engineeringl wassupposed to be going tbe
University of lllinois, to finish up the last two yearBut that was against my
idea (laughg because | was very afraisicaredo goto the University of
lllinois, being so bigand[me] coming from a small town.

DePue: Why coul dndét you stay at Eastern, thou

Maras: Well, Easternt hat 6s as far as they went with
a larger university to finish up the degree.

DePue: Sao did you go to the University of lllinois?

Maras: No, because, like | saitlwas interested in agriculture and farmiagd |
wanted g coursesTheonly other places that would offer ag wadNormal
ISU [lllinois State Universityland University of lllinois Of course like |
said,it wastoobigl di dndét want to go there.

So | went up to Normal to register anaf course, the registrar asked
me what | was going to becomesaid a farmer. And she sent me hogme
because it was strictly a,anddaadham@®gs co
want to become a teacher. | just wanted the ag cquaistmt time So, | did
go home and lied.wrote a lettersaying that | would become a teaclser |
could get the ag coursagp at Normal laughs.

DePue: Wh a t was the name of t he school at t ha
University.

11
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't wasnot;ia wasveusttyl |l inophbelevesat at e Te
that time lllinois Normal, yeah, Normalit had that wordNormal in there |
believe.

Was it just a four year school?

Just a four year schaqdalt that time, right, yes.

Sothis would have beemvhat, 194

Nineteen fifty

Nineteen fityyoudd been out there.
Yeah,becausehe first two years | went to Eastern, there.

Did you take more to the ag courses than you did to themymeering
courses/ou had taken before?

Oh yes, because | more interested in the farming part. | enjoyed it. |h fact
had more fun at that schoblkcause of the ag cours@sd, of course, italso
was four girls to every boy.

Not bad.

(laughsg

But why weuyduondt eygai nandyourtad alrfkagly mi ng
has the farml would expect that your dad would have been just as happy if
yousadin You ,knadwnoét think | need school
far mi ng, i t s eanfto gb to Wis schodiather tharojust gav

straight into farming?

| was trying to look ahead. | thought maybe if | took the ag coyitsgsuld
eventually produce better jobs later on, maybe in the field of agriculture.

Wasthereyourmond s i nf l uence | nagwelt?t i ng t hat
Oh, she was a pusher, yes, yes.

More than your dad was?

Yes.

When did you get your degree, then?

August of 1952.

Augusto f ?6 5 2

12
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Yeah.

Sowhi | e vy o u @une 24tht1958savhen thé North Koreans
invaded South Korea. Do you remember that?

| vaguely remember thatecausglike | said, | was going to schqoaind

people didndét talk about tsibneofthear . No,
Korean War It washardly ever mentioned h a t § thatyou ngehtion it

becausé

Maybe because most of the students were,gifdt hey knew t hey we
going to be drafted.

Well, that tog | guess(laughg

So it never occurred to you thalhatevent half-way across the worjanight
have an impact on your life?

That 6s r thg traft.boatd never @didcreally come after meaitl |

guessa senior in coll egelthinkdheystareed t al ki ng
coming after me ther©f coursel went to the draft board to get permission to

go ahead finish colleg&o theydid let me finish college.

If the Army had just left you alonevhat did you intend to do after you got
your degree?

Farm with my dad. That was what my plamsre, justto getinto farming;
that 6s al |l .

But thatodés not quite how it worked out
No, no.
What happened after you graduatedAugust  ¢thén2

Okay, | was supposed t@mve bendrafted Thenl did get a few months relief

from the draft boardo help my dad get the crops lmecauseat the time, you

had the soy beans and corn to get in. So they did let me finish @fere

course, at that timeny dad was very irritated. Heddin 1éttme to go inand

he could have got me out to keep me on the farm. But | was not going to be a
draft dodgerbecause my oldest sisters and brother served in the semite

would have been the only one never served in the sefviced o n d ¢ould h i n k
live to this day

(laugh3

Sol was definitely gqbecagse thatwould hawki dn 6t
been four yeardAt the time,l know the Air Force was | was almost going
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into the Air Force there. In fact, my junior yearciollege at Normal thergl
took all the tests fér L i ksaid | was interested in flyinglwaysas akid,

for a Navy pilot. They had theon thecampus Theygave us the written test
and physical and all. | passed all tretd | could have been readygoin.

But that was my junior year. | was just finishing up my juryear,

andl said i We | | l dm going to ,gettheydegeeed tr vy |
first.o |I thought it was more i mportan
at that time. Mgbe | should havehat would have been a different life

experience.

Like I said | waited until I did get draftedeEventhough my dad was
very irritated and mad did finally go inin November. After the crops were
in, | asked the draft boayd A Tng &nd let me go in bwantedto get started
right away then, get the two years over with.

DePue: Two yearsthats ounds | i ke a |,wmgtwentyomeyeanshen vy o
old, maybe at the time?

Maras: That 6s right .

DePue: Twentytwo, something likehat. Did you have a girlfriend at the time?
Maras: Oh yes | was dating at the timat wasa local girl.

DePue: From back in Bulpitt or Kincaid?

Maras: From Taylorville Shewas a farmeroff the farm. Soit was just one of those

situationswhiley o @ id the serviceyou just,you know, wrote back and
forth letters.

DePue: Sq as far as you were concerngdt wasnodét t hat serious?

Maras: Well, in a way | thought it wasbecauselike | said she was raised on a farm
and | was going to be a farndet thoughtd and that would have beangood
combination. We were dating for about a year thieeéore | went in the

service, |l guess. B hetause t wadlin kibneadtéo h a p p e n
long.
DePue: Doesthamean you got a ADear Johno |l etter
Maras: It amounted to thatmore or less[It was]really all my ideabecause she

finally wrote, after about twelve monthef not dating anybodysupposedly
that she was starting to date this one farmer that did notgtha service
Thatkind of irritated meSol just called it quits therbecause of that.

DePue: Youdbwyeurnl ast vyear ;wehegot payirgattemientoi n c ol |
any of the war news in Korea?
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Yeah,thoselatter years, righfl] madesure | was following the news and the

newspaper and so forth.

Saq you started basic training in November of 19%2that right?
Right.

Where did you go for that?

Fort Knox, Kentucky.

Fort Knox, Kentucky is the home tife Armor Schoollsthat right?

That was it. All of us that got on that train for Fort Knox, Kentyaekg
figured we were going ride tanksecause that wake Armor Division |
didndot realize they had a nuntilvkigotd
down there.

Ivan, did theyever ask you what you wanted to, doce you got to the Army?
Oh, no. You were told exactly what to dflaughg

It wasmuch more what the Army needed, huh?

Right.

So tell me a little bit about basic training at Fort Knox.

Well, the first eight weeks was the
| guess, normaldsic training. It
wasalreadyhappeningalready
during the winter monthsvhich |
didndt .Bpt)eaing doivma 1
in Kentucky was a little better
weather than lllinois. Then you
finished the eightveeks. Theryou
had to do eight more weekbey
calledit advanced infantry
training. We fired all the weapons.

ThenlId i d n 6etAldt a\
of them had orders to go oversea
They di chayé;atthath i
time, | stayed, | think a month or
two, after that basic trainingd.
was parbf the basié | wasan Private lvan Maras relaxes on the steps of his
. barracks during basic training at Fort Knox, Kentucky,
Instructormo r e or | e« during the winter of 1952-1953.

remembet h éiélogical
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warfare.So, theyhad me doing that for aboaimonth and a half, maybe,

before | got my orders for overseas.

As a farm kidwho hadlearned how to work hard frompretty early agedid
you find basic training especially challenging?

No. | sort of enjoyed | knew what to expect. | took it all in.

Didnot

t

hat include having some dril/|
kinds of nasty names?

Fellows around me didlaughg Theygot more becaused vi@lowed orders
all the time. laughg

So you

di dnot,sommdslide? i t t oo much

No, I took all the orders and did what they said.

When did you graduate from advanced training?

Well, it had to be early,eah, very early spring f .06 5 3

Did you get a leave after that?

Got a leave.

Went back home?

Y eah went back home. In fact, like | said, | wais=ort Knox aslike an

instructor So,when | knew | was goingtoget myorddrs got my dados
down thereto take my stuff homeSo,that was the first time | ever got to do

that, drive a car down there on the base.

| 01

know,

(laugh3

we

n g afterd gotfmy ordewes,tdriving at nigtiirough

souhernindiana, coming home with another fellplaecause he got his

orderstoo. | guess he was from lllinoisgot stopped for speeding down

there in Southern lllinoiddughg. [I] told the state troopetsaidii We | | , you
g o Runnmgthroughthatismaill sowrp | guess, broke the

speed limit He took me back to one of those judgége 06 talling about

midnight or after Theyhad a court sessipwhere | had to be fined for

speeding. So that was my firsidreally only, speeding tickethat | ever got.

Wow, only one speeding ticket in your entire life?

Well, I got one later oyway downto very old age, but that was it. Of course,

at the time, | saidfl got my orders |

listento that.
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Ivan Maras Interview # VRKA-L-2013104

DePue: By that time did you know that you were going to head over to Korea?
Maras: Wel | , I knew | 6Bdutb el gdoiidnngd to vkenrosve avsh.e r e
DePue: Take me from coming back home for leateeactually being shipped out to

Korea. Walk me through that series of events.

Maras: Well, when | came home for leaviewas very interesting what happened. My
sister that was serving in Japan was getting a discharge. So she came home at
the same timéwas going over.

DePue: Now, this is one of the
sisters that had served in
World Warll, as well?

Maras: Oh no, noThis isin the
KoreanWa r . t®&d e 6
years older than | anand
she was a nurse in the Air &
Force.

My oldest sister
who was married to this
engineer| was telling you
about earlierthey live in - R
California. Well they —_— s,
brought her homewith o T
their famiy, to visit i b
[llinois at the same time.

. Private Maras visited his parents, Sophia and George Maras, on their
In the meantimg rode farm near Bulpitt, lllinois before he shipped to Korea in early 1953.

back with themafter my

leave to go to Washington to get the orders for overseas. So that was an
interesting situatiorwhere | met my sister coming hopaand| wasjust
leavingfor overseas.

DePue: But you went to Washington, D.C. to geturd

Maras: No, ng thestateof Washington.

DePue: WashingtorState

Maras: State of Washington, right. Whatoés t he
DePue: Seattle, Fort Lewis?

Maras: Fort Lewi s, Ttwherdad &dpped ougokdrt Lewis andof

course, Seattle, then.
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Do you remember the month that you shipped out?
It had to be early May.

And did you ship out or did you fly?

Shippedout.

Describe the ship.

Pardor?

What kind of ship was it?

It was a regular troop shijust loaded downYou were stacked, | guess, five
or six high (aughg in these hammocks.

Any memories about that trip across the Pacific Ocean?
Mostof theguys on thergot sea sick(laughg T h a all 6can remember.

How about you?

|l got sick just watching them get sick

ride, you know on the ship. | enjoyed that p&ut, with everybody else
getting sick aroundygyouj ust coul dnét help it.

So not an especially enjoyable cruise, then?
No, no.
Did you ship all the way to Korea itself?

No, we wento Sasebo, Japan. | wasll twenty-one years oldwell, no, | had
turned twentytwo already t h a tMareh was ngy bitthdayso | was
twentytwo years old and had a college degee®l | wasvery cocky. |
figured surely at Japart h e gading te leave me ofind[ | @dt anjoffice
job, because a lot of Gl.s were servinglaparat the time

Butfthatjdi d ndét happen. We all got o
and got on the same shipwas overnightand we went to InchoWe had to
goinonlandingbargegbecause the ship couldnét
put us oratrain, overnight. They gave us ammunition four weapons
because thegaid watclout for being attacked on the trairheyhad us
scared to death at that time. Inchtratwas right there at the front line, near
the front line because you could see aginti i t 6 gheFourtk ef July kies
always lit up with firing going on.
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Then, earlthe next morningwe got off the trainonto trucks. Went
downthesedusty, dirty roadsl o6 | | n e beeause it putrthg &ar into me
again, more fealOntheway, you see ambulances sfigglalongsidethe road.
They had their patients pulled gogiving them a rest from riding on the
ambulance. They were up on the front lines. They were taking them back to a
hospital somewhere. | damymimmever forget

DePue: | would assume that your drill sergegriack in basic and AlTwere almost
all Korean War veterans. How much were they telling you about what to
expec®? Youknow, about the nature of the combat you were going to gp into
when you weren basic and AIT?

Maras: It seemed |i ke very Ilittle. They didnot
itself. They gaveis somegood, to me, instructions and theécauseou were
trained to kill. | andnh thiaknthey didla sety@pd b asi c
job there.

DePue: Growing up on the farpdid you have plenty of experience hunting and

fishing and things like thaas well?

Maras: Oh yes, especially hunting. | was very familisinooting weapons.
DePue: What was your assignmemince you were arred at the front?
Maras: [The] firstthingthatl noticedd and t hey di dn6d& wasteat | me b

| was put into a Puerto Rican regiment, the 65th Infantry Regiment from
Puerto Rico. latthe iintandittoolknmea Vengwirheyto find
outwhatwasreally going on.

The war was going n € We talking about May 01953 sothey put
me into theHeadquarters Compaiy the 6%'. And, at that timethey had me
assignedll kinds ofdifferent jobs. All | knewl was carrying a M1 all the
time. | was really never on the front line itsdike the other companieSol
was lucky in that aspedbutthere was| e t § &lot eféirjng going on and a
lot of scary situationthat|6 vegen forgot.

DePue: What doyou remember about that first impression you wtding inKorea
on that trif? What sticks with you today about the things you were seeing, the
things you were hearing and smelljirmgnce you arrived in Korea?

Maras: This was all shocking to mbecausetd i d n 6t elLkelesadt|washi s .
cocky. | had a college degresnd| figuredl di dndét bel ong ther
would do somethingpetteri n t he Ar my . 't didndt hapryg
believer out of me that you just got to do what they say. Yougjtsto follow
instructions(laughy and t hat 6s al Ll 1diwdrmsétd ok magw
was going on around mén fact it took me many years before | found out
actually what was happeninghat did happerduring those few months
during the war
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You grew up on small farm, not awealthyaley any means. You
have electricity, didndédt have indoor
look pretty similar to you?

Oh, for that, that was very similar. We had outdoor plumbargl te

countryside itself had the very strong odor of human manure and all that,
because t hat 6s wh,averthere. diasjustsandthiregl | t he
wehad to putup witht hat 6s al |

The part of the front where you ended up servivas it pretty mountainous?

Very mountainous, yes. Of course, | was very lucky from the standpairit
gotinthereinthespringtime o | di dndt serve on the

winterti me.

| éIlm vgd waldd nt hta tt ddheddd 61t 6 d ap

weather that they had there. | did serve later on in cold weathrer --6% 3
winter. But, at that timel was in heated tents.

Yeahand t hey werendt shoo

They wer entéhatséhso ortiignhgt .

ting at

each

When did ya actually find out it was the 65%ou were assigned to? Was it
when that truck stopped?

When that truck stoppednd we got off the truclkandtheyhad us linedup,
andtheyassigned us whaiompaniesve would go to, you knowSome went
to CompanyA andB and whateverandwe got our assignment$hen got
back on the truck and went tilosedifferent areas, yeah.

What part of Korea was the 65th assigned to at the time? Was it kind of the
center of the country?

It was kind of like
thecenter of the
country above the
38thparalle| called
the Kumhwa Valley,
Kumhwa Valley.

You mentioned this
is a Puerto Rican
regiment. By the
time you got there
what was the
percentage of
Puerto Ricans who
werestill serving
with the unit?

The entrance to Camp
from home in South Korea in the fall of 1953.
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I r eal | y,betausad the tikapupposedly that winteit was, you
know, strictly all Puerto Ricans. In fathat is thdast Army unit ever
integratedbecause thblackswere integrated back aftévorld Warll. But
the Puerto Rican regiment stayed segregated until wintebaf b3 winter.

At that time supposedlytheyhad theeyoung draftees from Puerto
Ricothatdd n 6t wa nand so Igguetsiwg lmad a big problem then.
That 6s when we started integrating wit

Well, | know thatthe 65th was originallya National Guard Regimentvhich

is why, when they were deployedtocompat | 6 m s uradcommghey wer
from Puerto Ricporiginally. But that was way back in 1950hen they first

got to country. What was the language that was being spoken when you got

there?

You hear a lot of Spanishand EngliShf cour ©fie, omh glt wa yt | é
didndédt wunder st and Sp,éatduseihese FuertoRicamsa s t h
di dndot wundealsotta nodfi BEnhgelm.s hSupposedl y th
orders andl heard,when | was over thera lot people got killed because of

not understanding orderSq, then we had that language barrier.

Was the leadership primarily speaking English, though?
Yeah,the leadership, the officerall knew English, right.

How did they treayou, the brand new guy? Did you get treated well or kind
of coldly, when you first arrived?

They just put me in with the group. It waséhBlo , weoruen 6t tr eat ed
coldly. Youjust served as part of the grqsp to speak.

Theoldtimersdid 6t gi ve you a rough time when
No, no.

| know that you were assigned leadquarters CompanWhatspecific jobs
did you have?

They had me, | guess, working péirhe in the officesin personnel agai
t h awthd kemembed where theyhad records, | guesSothey had me
doing some recordkeeping, | guesemekind of paperworkBut, it seemed
like to me all | served was mostly on guard duffaughs [it] seemedike
every night, things like that.

And otherdetaik, as well?

Oh, like KP[kitchen police]and all tha? Ohyes they had meip, doing all
that.
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See you wereright in one
respectYout hought
find you some desk job for

you. You just di
I t b@ak the frontin a
personnel section.

That 6s right .

Did you get an opportunity to
go up to the front, ever?

Oh, not exactly with the
othe companiesNo,l d i
have a chance to do that
whichl 6 m t h a B, f 1
like | said in ourareait
seenedlike every night was
like the Fourth of July. You
didnot Know w
roundswere coming in

and®

Ivan Maras and a buddy relax from their duties over a card
game a few miles behind the front lines in 1953.

Was your location evenortaredor shelle®

T h a t. Wewere several timesAll | can remember, as long as | was there,
we were alway thatfront area. Ifw e 6talkeng about the front linéd area,
our whole regimenivas Finally they
back for restand we were only back one nigitly, overnight We had orders
we had to go right back. The area we went badkttank goodness | missed
it by one nighd the area we were supposed to move in was all shot up. In
other words, | misgkit by one nightthe whole placd 6 | | never
because all the tents that they had thityey were all destroyed by mortar
rounds or whatever they fired at them that everiiagore.

Do you remember the first time that your locatiorswsaelled or mortared?

Oh, the first time&? There werseveral timeshere (chuckle$ You kind of
dondt f or g erto utpustddrtynatd yougcame sus okay.

Can you describe that night or thatidentfor us?

Well, just, jug everything hecticeverythingjust all around usYou hadto be
sure to try to run fqryou know, forcover.

Did they have bunkers for you?

Yeah, we had bunkers, right. | never daveto serve in a foxhole.
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It sounds like youheadquarters position would have been maybe a mile or
two miles away from the front lines?

Something like that guess, right.

Any other experiences you remember from the combat time that you were
there?

You know; alot of thad gist blankto me because it just goes to the part of
the last evening of the war. That probably is in my mind the most.

Well, tell me about that.

Yeah, we were therand weweretold that10:00that night all firing was
supposed to ceaddf course no one believed it. It was hard to believe
becaus®f what happenedll that whole month of Julyit was constantly

firing, seems like. We were gathered outshikcausglike | said it was just

like the Fourth of July everything all lit up. Thewere firing away It was
worse that evening. What they were doing is getting rid of their ammunition

But at10:00,exacthd | 6 | | n e @ d was tomplegeesitence. t
That 6s wshaged inrmy miad td tlyis dayjust how still it got because
itwa s n 0 t. It was &lveayseoise, noise, noise. Everythwagjust quiet
Of course at the timewe were told bythe officers and that not to celebrate
because t hey di dn®heythouglt mayhe lit ewduld $tast
up the next day.

Y ou talkedaboutthat last month of the wain fact, | know that, basically

from May, June and Julyhe Chinese really picked up the pace of offensives.
They were determinegd r om what | 6ve read and
veteransof reclaimng as much territory as they possibly coattiending

the war on a high notas far as they were concerned.t&®action all along,
especially the Western and middle part of the fromats very hatFromwhat

you describedit sounds like it certainlyvas in your sectoras well.

This is Ilike | was
thisis 2013 reading some of these articlé®elong tothe different
organizationghat have serdut these magazinglfe members oftie 3rd
Division. They talk about the last month of the waard they talk abouhe
65thInfantry here what they were doing at that timEhey mention

a b o WOh gosh, | just

Do you wanto read that quote in there, maybe?

Yeah. Wel) hereit said i On J tin,dd yheretitey talledabout the last day
ofthewad it he c osfinedwvern2@G000rounds of artillery at the &b
Infantry Regiment. The barrage included the ammunition that was left over
from when the Chinese overran thie5thFAB [Field Artillery Battalion] It
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lasted untill0:00p.m, the ceasdire deadline. Th@nslaughiput the65th

Regiment in grave peridVe did not have bunkers to go into; we had only fox

holes® T haee sheguysin the companies A, BC they had uprbnt. And
then of course, they said this one fellow sailremember getting fired on

and three of us were in one hole.

| just read about these various things in theseausehese articles
talks about th&€hinese They wanto helpthe North Koreasto straighterout
that line,to the 38thparalle] wheretoit was years beforeWe were way
above the 38tparallel

They mentionedin one articlel d o n §80,000 Glonese coming
at us Butthe 63h andthe 3rd Divisionthey held their lingat that time.

| think the 6%h, from what you saidis part of the 3rd Divisioas well.

Right.

0

Yeah, so it got nasty at the end of the Wdrat story you mentioned about the

553", they calledt the TripleNickel, tha®

The TripleNickel, right.

e Regi ment. They got overrun, right

affairf rom everything that | 6ve heard.

peace negotiatiorthat were leadig up to this day

We heard nothinpt t he ti me. Thatoés why I
until, really, that final day Theymentioned that we were supposed to have
ceasefire at 10:00that night. We heard about peace talks befouethey
newer did accomplish anythingo,it was jusé | you did hear something
about peactalksyou just figured, you kno

But

at
Ho

di dn

a

w,

It

This might be something el sthhbgcause donodt

the peace talks &anmunjom habogged dowrso severely and President
Syngman Rhefirst President of South Kored]i d ndét | i ke t
peace talks were goinbe just, on his own, released tens of thousands,
thousands of North Korean prisoners into the South &oo®untrysideon
June 18th. Do you remember hearing anything about that?

Never heard anything like that before, no.

| would have thought that aiif the senior American leadership would have
gotten very concerned about all these North Kas® Maras: Definitely,
definitely.

You did a greajob explaining that neither the July td7 when the war
ende@ Wh ahappened to the unit after that?
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Maras: After the peace talks?

DePue: Yeah, after the Armisticdtwa s n 6t a ;pwasamidice.e at y

Maras: No, t haittbswasmbtt a peace tr ghedqlgot no. I
orders to get involved with this school situatitblecausglike | said, the
language barrid The Puert o Ricans, especially

d i dreafize atthetimeal ot of them coul dndét read o
everybody knew how to read and wrigspecially in the Armybecauseif

youd r e taboutknawaigandsimilarsituationy o u 6 d |laleldta er be
understand or dmenghatw®ut i1t didndt ha

So we got involvedwith startingthis very elementary schqdiasic
math and reading, writingdf course, after the waall the companies had to
keep trainingkeep up, running the hills and play whut for training
purposes. That os.lwhedeaeodot Wesesélgot doat &
involved withtheschool T hwheredny degree paid ¢tis a school
teacher.

We had these tent schools. We had at Jé&kink, a half a dozen tents. We
were assigned to teach basic reading, roathises tahese young fellows.

We
would get a
group in the
morning They
would come off
their training in
the morning and
attend these
classes. Therin
the afternoon
web get
another group.

In fact, even in
the evening, Ivan Maras relaxes in the fall of 1953, flanked by two rows of tents that were us?d
as classrooms for the 65th Regi mentos

we would be

able to teach high school courses, too, for those fellows that come in. As far as
| knew, thatwas about the only school systdméndvereverevenheardof

any othersin the Army in that area, at glecause of the Puerto Ricahs

guess.
DePue: But this is just for the 65th Regiment?

Maras: Justfor the65th Infantry Regiment we were doitigs, right.

DePue: | would think the first challengeiy ou dondét ,apdalatkfth€&p ani s h

dondt speak English. Weaswell2 hey getting
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Maras: They were getting English courses too, right.
DePue: Were you teaching that?

Maras: Most of my job was teaching math. |
got involved with some of the reading
courses, toovh at deevé d
wo ul dé Vourg dekows that we
had for students were so enthuséd
attending school likéhisd especially
getting off the training situation tha
they had they were giving their
fullest. Theyreally enjoyed the
school.

We would testand they
would, in a few monthstest up to
eighth grade levelwhichwas, |
thought, highly outstanding. So we
had no discipline problems over : e
therg like they have in the public X?n?.ﬁf.?éafvéivﬁgﬁgéo éé’éﬁf’n'éen?ithﬁ ;oa::;)t/hgf his
school nowa-days, because these fellow soldiers in the 6
students were anxious to |eam.’ #0 making his point at the chalkboard, in late 1953.

was enjoyable to teach them.

DePue: Yeah, thatoés the ideahositud@tion for
Maras: That 6s right.

DePue: Did they startat the very bds, elementary level, my of these?

Maras: T hat 0.STheyhadgtdhbecauseé hat 6 s where t hey were.

location yeah

DePue: You talked a little bit about.iBasically,your school are tents, Quonset huts?
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Maras: Well, at the beginningver e tents. | dondWewouldow how
move around eventuallpecause it seemed like we constahtlgvery three
or four monthd moving to another area. We finally moved out of the tents
into
Quonset
huts which
| thought
boy, that
was realy
high living,
compared
to the tents.
But the
tents served
a purpose,
like | said

e 5o . » Y o o
, - s e a A W
homemade One of the Quonset huts used for a school at Camp Dankowski, where Maras taught
desks and math to Puerto Rican soldiers. The sign above the hutreads,iHe ar t br e a k

commemorating one of the fiercest battles of the Korean War.

blackboards
out of plywood It servedthe purpose. We had lights, you know, in thev¢e
had alittle heating stove in there, oil heating stoves teye. It was
comfortable.

DePue: Did you haveany Koreans assigned to the 65th Regiment?

Maras: The only Koreans we hathey were like house boy§heywould do the
cleaning and washing of clothes and things like that. That was about it.

DePue: What didyou think of the Koreans that you were dealing with?
Maras: They were very good. They wevery helpful and they worked very hard.
DePue: After the war especially did you have a chance to travel aroiméorea and

see some of the countryside?

Maras: After the warl did get a chance tget involved with thérkevisit Program

DePue: But thatdés way down the road.

Maras: That 6,sighl. 9 87

DePue: But | want toknow, when you were first there, did you get a chance to see the

countrysidewhenyou weretherei n , ®4 3

27



Ivan Maras Interview # VRKA-L-2013104

Maras: Like | said, | was always above the 3@i#ralle| except when | had two
R&Rs [military slang for rest and recuperation or rest and relaxation or rest
and recreation or rock and rjoih JapanSo you did get to see some of
t h &@& examplethe last R&R | did travel by trajrall the way down to
PusariKoreg. Soyou did get to see the whole countinpm that aspe¢from
the train Sothat was interestingight.

DePue: How would you describe the countryside you were seeingetrain as you
were passing through?

Maras: Well it looked® Y o kinow, there were just farmer§heyhad the old
fashioned way of farming, | guesmdgrowingrice and things like thatike
| said the odomwaspretty nasty all the time.

DePue: Was thismore primitive than what you experien¢gadowing up in the United
States?

Maras: Oh, definitely, very much sanoreprimitive, right, right.

DePue: Did you have a chance to see Seoul or any other big city?

Maras: Oh yes, | did get to go through Sedthat| remembeiat the time washat,
pretty well everythingwasall bombed out. All the buildings were pretty well
gone.

DePue: Where did you go for
R&R? Yousaid
Japan?

Maras: The first one was the

end of 1953right at
Christmastimeat
Tokyo. So it was
[from] therewe went
to Seoul and flew out
of Seoul to Tokyo
and spent a week

there which | Early in 1954, while attending a library school in Seoul, Maras

thought was terrific. snapped a photo of two buddies, while they visited a neighborhood in
. Seoul. South Korea was devastated by the war, so Koreans used

That was durlng the whatever building materials they could find.

Christmas season

Then | hadasecond R&R tsouthernJapanand | thoughit was
nicer, from the standpoinit took longer,becauseyou spent a weekn Japan
itself. All the travel timé | always likedthetravel. | never mentionettis
before | wasalways happyeven ridingtrooptrainsanda troopship. It d i d n 6 t
bother mebecause | was traveling.

28



Ilvan Maras

DePue:

Maras:

DePue:

Maras:

DePue:

Maras:

DePue:

Interview # VRKA-L-2013104

Beingraised onthefarnyou di dnoét .gaways kindwfh er e
had an urge to travednd this wasitraveling situation. Like | sajdhe second
R&R, | rode by train down to Pusan, then got on these bpptmt on a boat
to southernJapanpn thelnland SeaYougot to see &thee Ther eso wa s
much to see, you know, from this ship.

Of course, that second R&Rthink it wasatemptingg T h enew
t h e ket che overtime. | should have gone home in twelve mohtizl
enough points to go homand they kept me over sixteen masitSo| got the
second R&RI guessfrom that standpointecausenost people only got
usually,one R&R. Butlike | said | enjoyedthat R & R the most think, that
second one.

Was there a big difference between what you were seeing oityie Seoul
and Tokyq when you got there?

Oh, yeah. Tokyo and thosg¢herplaces in Japan were more modehe
electric trains and all thaT heywerea lot more modern at that time.

Did you oryour unit work with Korean orphans at all?
No, we never did thathat | everknew of, no.

| know therewerea lot of Americarunitsthat adopted orphans or worked in
orphanagesecause theneerejust so many orphans around the countryside.
What would you consider the toughest part of your service in Korea, the thing
that you had the most difficulty with?

We | | , hatdhossday.dhsghg Of ¢ o u rergog it all during thel n 6 t
months of the war. That was the roughest tolmeeausgafter that | did

enjoy it. After the war was over
you were more relaxednd | got
involved with teaching these
classes. Even t
have any such things as PXs or §
anything we werestill on the
front lines because yostill
always expected to be attacked &g
You always had to be on guard. 4
So we didnodt hag
ofe We] |l you didno
chance to spend any money
unlessyou went on R&Ror you
sent your money huoe.

What did you think of the
soldiers you served witi2id Staff Sergeant lvan Maras talks on the radio during a
you see a difference between tt training exercise in South Korea, in the spring of 1954.
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Puerto Rican soldiers and the other Americans you served with, in terms of
the qualityassoldier®

Maras: Oh, yes ThePuerto Ricans were more podiou could tell they were coming
from poor familiesAnd they were mucimore like | said, less educated than
the Americans from the United States héhnat | served with.

DePue: But it sounds likeby the time they went through a lot of these classes that you
guys were teaching, they left the war much better off. Would that be a fair
statement?
Maras: That 6s right. lt6d be interesting to f
DePue: Wh adtyau think of the officers and the n@oemmissioned officerBNCOs]

you served with?

Maras: Had no problem wité | $eemed likeheyknew their jobsTo me, they did a
good very outstanding job.

DePue: Now Ivan, doyou remember any especially humorous incidents while you
were over there?

Maras: (laughg Not part iTotellyaorul yt,hel tdrountéht,. I cano
ond
DePue: Why did you stick around longer than most people? Most people had that one

year tour and then they headed back home.

Maras: Well, because | was drafted ant/ time woud expire in a few montlgs T h e
only reasorthatl knew 1
that they just kept me {

there instead of '
bringingmeback to the
StatesIn the few
months that | had left
there would be nothing &=
for me to dohere back
in the States| guess
Sothey just kept me

there.
DePue: Were you okay with
that? Camp Dankowski, as it appeared after receiving a light dusting of
’ snow. Maras was thankful that the unit was no longer in combat and at
the front |ines after experiencin
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Maras: No, that made
me very
unhappy
because | : e
thought like HANSEN EOUCATIONCENTA
most other e T
peoplé Mo s t
the other guys
had points to go
home,andthey
went homel
expected the
sameand it
never

happened. | Hansen Education Center on Camp Dankowski looked much improved shortly
i before lvan Maras shipped home in September, 1954. The soldiers of the 65th

yvqs very hlghly appreciated their opportunity to improve their education.

irritated, all the

way out even my discharge out of Chicagdheyaskedyoui f  yjonuhe d
Re®rves.l put, Ndi[l wanf no part of the Army. | dropped my insurance

All this was mistakes. Atthetimé, di d n @.tl 6me s loipxflgafll at er
did that. But | was so highly mad and irritated with the Arijyst hated

everything they did.lg¢ughg

DePue: Was thatextension in service in Koreane of the reasons this girlfriengack
in the Statesdecided not to wait around?

Maras: Oh, | 6 m Authateimejlt cwoausl.d ndt see any fault
a couple of yeass In fact, | apologized to hedater on in life. | said that | was
wrong, you know, in treating her the way | distcause | understand you
canodét expect a girl to wait for you th

DePue: Tell me about coming back homé/alk usthroughthat process of retunmg
back to the United States.

Maras: Well, again we got on droop ship, down in Pusan. We went by train again
downto Pusan and took theoopship home from there. The interesting part
there one of the fellows that was in our sche@bation,he was gtting sent
home at the same timele wasour, you might saysecretary in the school,
jeep driver .  ,Hdhewasonedtthese katithatavasi ger
getter And he got lined ughatwe got on shipa newspapeoming home.

So we had bettaquartes, better situatiomgoing home laughg on thattroop
ship than coming ovethe first time.

We wentto Seattlethere,of course Theyhad a band and so forth
when wegot off the ship there in Seattl@hich was niceAnd then we flew
from Seattle to Chicago. 3§ di dndét have t;dhattwaskiee; a t r a
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[I] got home quicker. Then at Chicago, of course, tiaxeus a little leave to
go home Of course | wasso anxious to go home.

| Ol

I never ridet amghbadkto Tagl@ville, wharenmy

parents were waiting. The traon the way homehit a truck, | guess, and we
were delayed several houtaughg before we got home. In faahy parents
they went home and came back later on to pick ménglly. That was kind
ofé Wheny o u @nkiaus to go homkke thatand all that happened was
kind of a rough situation.

Very quickly, walk through what you did after you returned and the career
you ended up in

The whatagain?

What carer you went into?

Oh.

Did you return to the farm?

Oh yeah]l] returredto the farm. It was the end of October when | got
dischargedand of coursethe cropswere just alreadin. Theyhad this G.I.
Bill. Well, I said | might as well go back to schoallittle bit. And I did go
back to the University of lllinois that second semestesoil chemistry
becauseé still wasinterested in agriculture.

And the University of 1lIllinois didnot
| t dseednra®biglhe aly badpartthere though I did flunk a class there

It was because of my hearing. You,seghetimel di dndét reali ze
guite a bit of hearing ovteischsas. I 61 1

towards théback [[fcoul dndt

flunking the course.

How did you lose your hearingoo many explosions?

Well, it had to happen over there. Reatlye first one started in basic trainjng
on my left earof usng the bazookayouput it over your left shouldeAt that

ti me,
hearing aids

you didnoét weSa Fguessi gndet @pavithibothy

Thathappened, geatfter | retired from teaching hadanexperience
with hard hearing all thosgears but | never paid much attention to it. Of
course, going to college afterwardisealized | had tait in the front to hear
the instructorThen even during teachingou had students ask you

questions

Y o u &alwalk lzagkeo their desk and a$lem to repeat the
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questionButl di dndét pay muputlany alante enthe war at. I
all, at that time. | just thought it was part of my build.

But | didndét get the hearing aids
Tennessed got involved wih the VA [Veterans Administrationiinally, and
theytraced it backThat was interestingoo, becausedown in Tennessee
theydotreat the veterans very good, | noticed, compared to llliflaisghs |
hate to say. They would give me a set of heaaidg every three years, a new
set.

As soon as | retired from teachingried to get my onemy left ea®
this doctor here in Springfield said he cogjet me soméearing backhe
thoughb and had surgery. It failedn Then
hearing aidBut, like | said whenin Tennessedhe VA fixed me up nicely
down there.

| wonderhow youd a guy who comes back from Koregaking courses in
agriculture so he can go back work on the farhowd glou end up teaching
again?

At the U of I, inthe summer, after | finished that second semetster,

principal of the high school | graduated from @dkne if | would be interested
in teaching. And, of coursas | thought w0 ueledba @téacher again
even though | had the expence in Korea there; that was a good experience.

| said,well, I thought lwould, you know, just for the experience there
andfarm with my dad| said that would be nice. | was qualified to teach the
chemistry, physics and math coursen d t h a t a8siggned inehecaude e
in a smaller schopljou havefive classesand they were all different. They
were all five different preps. But | enjoyedlieing young. In fact, | was a
school bus drivettoo. They only had one school blsughg and being non
married | really enjoyed that first year of teachitilge that

What school again was this?

This was the Kincaid High Schodlike | said,we only had one school bus
y o uddiwk to all the sports. | figuredd dpendmore time in the schodlus
than | did in the classrooma(ighg But it was enjoyable

Andthenof cour se, thatodos where | me t
secretaryand we dated all that first year. And then, like | said, | thought
maybel &ahch maybe one or two yeaasid that was it, just for the
experiencebecause my goal was always farming. But we did get married that
year, in August After our honeymoosthe school board president says one of
ushad to leavebecause only one member of the same family @b we
weremarried, sove 6 r e .@ndofaushad ty leavel he rule[was]that
one member only could work there at that school distFicatkind of made
memadlidi d ndt ,atthediingthatde vias doing us a big favor.
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Therewas a second gradgen in Edinburg, lllinois for my wifeThey
asked her if she would like to teach over theexause she did have a two
year college degree from Springfield Junior College in Springfele
which was the only college at that tinmeally to speak ¢iin Springfield. You
didndot have the University of IIlIlinois
in those years. But anywashe had two years of junior collegehich you
could teachon a special permit back in those ye&s,t hat 6 s how she
involved with teachingand | stayed with teaching theno. | figuredthat,
togetherthatwasa good way to raise a family.
school teacherslaughsg

Now,| et 6s jump ahead becawple yoluddec ad e
mentioned that you returned back to Koireahat, 19877

Nineteen eightyseven, June, rightor aRevisit ProgramAt that time |
di dn ot dodinhterestied in goindgpecause | heard about the programd
| was invited.l dondét know how I was invited.

Were you involved with VFW or Arets or anything like that?

| belonged to all those organizationgtatime, American Legion, the VFW,

and several organizations. I 6m a 1ifet
t hat 6s why | h e d thaughwelblu t d d mét pwamgtr atmo
becausé remember how like Seoul was all bombeauta nd al | . What 0 :

use of going back there? You knguving back old memories

But, seg at the time we took that first trip rememberyou hadto pay
full fare. T.AlentbesKoraah yoverntmencwoddtwinereand
dine you for a whole weglat afancy hotel, tours, Panmunjom right there
where they had the peace tals, | did go and | was very happy | did go
That was back n . ®h8pfogram was kind of new yet, you knpivw a s n 6 t
too many years they were having this program.

What was it like to see Seoul, the Seoul that you remegdifrerm 1954 and
the Seoul that you saw in 19877
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Maras: | was surely shockedbecause | mean everything was so modern. All the
buildings were new, bridgesf coursethe roadwaysv e r evérything[was]
just moderna lot better than our countriaighg. Sol was quite surprised.

DePue: Were you surprisedt how well and how warmly they received yas well?

Maras: That was another thing
right. Theywould recognize
you as a Korean Veteran
from the United Statesnd
they woul& women their
husbands and all thawvould
come up to you, hug you,
shake your harghnd thank
you for helpingthemduring
the Korean War. That was
all new to mebecause that
never happened here in this
country Like | said, when |
came homegyou just kind of

forgot about the Korean

H Ivan Maras was honored by a Korean official during his 1987 visit
War. You JUSt went to your to South Korea. The South Korean people were very grateful to

jOb or Whateverand that American veterans of the war, crediting them with saving their
was it country.

DePue: It had to give you a wonderful feeling that what you had done during the war
was appreciated

Maras: Thatwasa very good feeling, right, right. And, like | said, the Korean
governmentthey really treated us well during that weéklways wanted to
go back

| did have a chance to go back ag&iecause thew o u | letrydu go
back if you already had one triut in 2009 they started letting people go
back, | guess h abeen dn that trip before. | applied and got this atioin
to go again. There were fifty of tisat metin Los Angeles.

DePue: Sao how much different was the countryr o mt @ 8Z009? That 6s an
twentyyearsagain

Maras: Right, and they were wining and dining us for a whole week.hibhbels were
more fincythanever.(laughg They fedusreally good. The tours were neat.
We did go back to Panmunjom again. | went to this roehere they had the
peace talks. Wellike | said, the country itself is just doing very great
because everybody seemed likey 6 woeking; their factories are going full
blast more so than ever. | guess they are one of the outstanding countries in
the world right nowin production.
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What do you remember about that trip to Panmurgoiooking across the

border into Norh Korea?

You see the North Korean guards over thstaing atyou with binoculars.

Doné6t t h dityle vilaget eh ajudtas®ss the border in North Korea

t hat youodore |l ooking at?
Right.
| t hicalled Peacedvdlage hat 6 s what it

i'S now.

Peace Village, right, yeah. Yeake got to see all that area. The nice thing
abouti®e An i nt er gos goiinthgs byildingwtheretheyhad this

table andawhite line right in the middle of tablwhere one side was North
Koreg the other side was South Korea. Ygat a chance to go on the North

Korea side(laughg Thatwas kind of interesting.
With no desire to go any farther north, huh?

No, no, no (laughg

I  k no wtjust Komeatlsahydu had a chance to visit in the last few years

Whereelse have you gone?

Well, I went back té not backbecause hever was thefe Puerto Ricojust
to go back
regiment because heard they were National Guard over there. Begaise
the time when | was there in Korethey lost their colorsecause of what

a couple of yearaga I thoughtl 6 d sure | i ke

happened on the front lines.

AT hey losto mearing they lost them to the Chinesegor

No. TheUnited States government evidently tabkid | d o
didndét belong to t.he Puerto

Because they had@erformed well in a couple cases?
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Oh, hundreds of them got dishonorable discharges for what they did on the
front | ines. Th.&¥n adhémwedntegrated this reginent f i g ht
with the U.S. soldierdike me.Att hat t i mewthdtwadi dndt kn
happening. | founall this out late on Butl wanted to go back and visénd

| found out they were National Guarthey got their colors back, | guess,
several years after the war. I donodot k

So when | heard they were National Guard, | s&idljust go over
here at th National Guardherein the State of Illinoisand see if touldvisit
them, you knowTheinformation officer | talked tphe contacted the
informationofficer down in the 65thdownin Puerto RicoThat same day
got a phone call from Puerto Rigaviting me down.

So, of course, | was ready to,decause | like to travel anywajaughs

| did fly down there in the next few months after that. This is in 2011
and they begah just like the Korean governmeénttheywined and dined me
for thosetwo or three days | was there atakeme down to southern Puerto
Rico on toursthere,showingme where they traedthe 65th for the Korean
War. | was amazedbecause it was just like Korea. It was mountainquss
like Korea. So | had a
good time down there

Did theytreat you like a
hero?

More or lessl guess
(laughg | [was] hoping to
see some of the old
retirees from the 65th
maybe but | never had a
chance Another thing,

l'i ke | said,
integrated. The
information officer |

H In May, 2011, lvan Maras traveled to Puerto Rico to visit with
th!nk hewas from members of the Puerto Rican National Guard. His warm reception
Minnesota. Several of included this meeting with Major General Antonio Vicens, the

these officers were from Adjutant General for Puerto Rico.

this country. | know

some of them mentioned they married Puerto Ricangirfsd t hey ér e | i\
down there in Puerto Riadght now. T h e yirthie &lational Guard antike |

said this is a good exaple oft h e yni@graged, no more segregated.

|l know therebébs one more trip that youbo
few yearsT h a thedHonor Flight Isthat correct?
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