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Abstract
Jearl ‘Buck’ Ballow, Veterans Remember, VRK-A-L-2009-021

Biographical Information Overview of Interview: Jearl ‘Buck’ Ballow was born on May 15th,
1932 in the small Indiana town of Cannelton. His father worked as a laborer in town, and his mother
died when he was five. Buck attended St. Vincent’s School in Vincennes, Indiana, then returned to
Cannelton during WW II. Following the war, seeing no future in Cannelton, Ballow dropped out of
high school and enlisted in the U.S. Army in 1949. By March of 1950 he was stationed in Tokyo,
Japan, assigned to the General Headquarters (GHQ) staff as an assistant company clerk in Company
B, Staff Battalion. Ballow discussed occupation duty in Tokyo in detail, working on the same staff as
Douglas MacArthur, and remembers well when the Korean War started. He remained in GHQ until his
return to the states in early 1953, following the war closely. While in Japan, he married Kazuko
(Cookie) Moriyama.

Once back home, Ballow completed high school, then returned to the Army in 1955. For the first
several years he continued to serve in clerical posts, first at Army posts in Texas before deploying to
Germany in 1958. During this time he completed a pre-commissioning course, but continued to work
as an enlisted man, earning regular promotions. By 1962 he was posted at Fort Banks, Massachusetts.
In 1965 he attended training to become an Army Criminal Investigator, and was subsequently
commissioned as a Warrant Officer and assigned first to the 12th Military Police Group in Fort
Devens, MA. He next was assigned as a CID agent in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. During that tour, he
worked as an agent on the floor of the Chicago Democratic Convention in 1968.

In 1969, during the height of the Vietnam War, Ballow was transferred to Okinawa, Japan. While
there, the Island commander, Lieutenant General J.B. Lampert, put him in charge of fighting the
growing drug problem then plaguing military forces on the island. Because of his effectiveness, the
commander blocked several attempts to transfer Ballow to Vietnam. He was finally transferred to
Camp Howze, South Korea, but only after the island reverted to Japanese control when the Status of
Forces Agreement expired. He returned to Okinawa after one year, and then to Fort Riley, Kansas in
1977. Ballow subsequently retired in 1979, settling in Springfield, Illinois, where he found work with
the Illinois State Police.
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Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a transcript of the spoken
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nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge.
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