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Abstract
Louis Lang, Blagojevich Impeachment, 1SB-A-L-2018-018

Biographical Information/Overview of Interview: Louis (Lou) Lang was born on
November 26, 1949 in Chicago, Illinois. Democrat Lou Lang has served on the Illinois House
of Representatives since 1987, representing Illinois’s 16th District while living in Skokie. He
served as an Assistant Majority Leader until 2009, when he became the Deputy Majority
Leader.

On December 9, 2008, Governor Rod Blagojevich was arrested on corruption and
extortion charges at his Chicago home. Shortly after, in January of 2009, the Illinois House of
Representatives impeached the Governor. Lang, recounts the impeachment process, detailing
the thoughts of the major players involved. The proceedings focused on conducting a fair and
unbiased hearing to serve as a base for future accounts. Following the House’s impeachment,
the Illinois Senate tried Blagojevich, and removed him from office by a unanimous vote. He
was later convicted in a criminal trial and sentenced to fourteen years in federal prison.

Subject Headings/Key Words: Gov. Rod Blagojevich; Gov. Blagojevich impeachment;
Mike Madigan; David Ellis; Edward Jensen; Barbara Flynn Currie; Susana Mendoza; Rolland
Burris

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to
preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the
memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge.
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