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Abstract 

T. Ray McJunkins, People of Faith, PFM-A-L-2021-007 

Biographical Information/Overview of Interview: Tommy Ray (T. Ray) McJunkins 

was born in Little Rock, Arkansas on December 31, 1962 and grew up in North Little Rock. 

He was raised by a single mother who made sure that her children received a strong religious 

foundation. Tommy began working at a Sears store at age sixteen, and over the years 

distinguished himself and found mentors who were eager to help him. He gave his first 

sermon at age nineteen after a close friend passed away. In February 1984 he joined the Air 

Force, and following basic training, he was posted to McConnel Air Force Base in Wichita, 

Kansas.  

T. Ray left the Air Force in February 1988 and worked at a Boeing plant in Wichita while 

he also continued to preach at his church. In 1990 he was asked to serve as interim pastor at 

St. John’s Missionary Baptist Church in Salina, Kansas, becoming their pastor in August of 

1990. He received a BA degree in 1992 from Kansas Wesleyan University, then took courses 

at Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary and received a Bachelor of Christian Ministry 

degree in 1995, and a Master of Divinity degree in Christian Ministry in 1998.   

At this time, he became pastor at Bethel Baptist Church in Longview, Texas. He soon 

began looking for another call, applying for a vacancy at the Union Baptist Church in 

Springfield, Illinois. In 2002 he accepted a call from that congregation. Shortly after arriving, 

Pastor McJunkins led the congregation through a major expansion project while continuing to 

grow the congregation. At the time of this interview he was still pastoring to that 

congregation. During the interview, Pastor McJunkins spoke at length about his Baptist faith, 

and also his involvement in the larger community on a variety of issues.      

Subject Headings/Key Words: Growing up in North Little Rock, AR; Union Baptist 

Church, Springfield, Illinois; Baptist theology; National Baptist Convention; National 

Congress of Christian Education; Bethel Baptist Church, Longview, Texas;  Midwestern 

Baptist Theological Seminary; St. John’s Baptist Church, Salina, KS; New Hope Baptist 

Church, North Little Rock;  

Notes to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is 

a transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to 

preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The 

Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the 

memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge. 

COPYRIGHT 

 The following material can be used for educational and other non-commercial 

purposes without the written permission of the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library.  

“Fair use” criteria of Section 107 of the Copyright Act of 1976 must be followed. These 

materials are not to be deposited in other repositories, nor used for resale or commercial 

purposes without the authorization from the Audio-Visual Curator at the Abraham 

Lincoln Presidential Library, 112 N. 6th Street, Springfield, Illinois 62701.  Telephone 

(217) 785-7955 


