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Abstract
William Feurer, Illinois Statecraft, 1S-A-L-2011-065

Biographical Information Overview of Interview: William E. Feurer was born on
August 5th, 1934 in Chicago, Illinois, and grew up in a variety of communities, mostly in
south Chicago suburbs, and graduated from high school in 1952. He began college at Rice
University in Texas on a Navy ROTC scholarship, and then transferred to the University of
Missouri due to its excellent journalism school. Upon graduation he spent three years in the
navy, then began working as a journalist for United Press International, first in Chicago, then
in Springfield, Illinois as a statehouse reporter. In 1963 Feurer was initially hired by the
Governor Otto Kerner (Democrat) administration as an assistant press secretary. For the next
five years Feurer worked as an assistant to the governor, spending much of his time as a
speech writer and aide. Feurer discussed the many accomplishments Kerner had in reforming
[linois’s government, including significant executive branch reorganization initiatives,
judicial reorganization, mental health and public aid reform, major upgrades to the state’s
transportation grid, and significant additions to the state’s system of colleges and universities.

Feurer also briefly discussed Kerner’s work on the National Commission on Civil
Disorders (Kerner Commission), which published its findings in 1968, his resignation in 1968
due to his appointment to the Seventh U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals, and his indictment and
eventual conviction for corruption charges in February, 1973. Feurer attended law school at
the University of Illinois when Kerner left office, and eventually went into private practice.
He believes that Kerner was unjustly convicted due in part to an inept defense.

Subject Headings/Key Words: Governor Otto Kerner; University of Missouri School of
Journalism; service as a Navy officer; U.S. Naval Reserve; United Press International
reporter; Chris Vlahoplus; Theodore Isaacs; Paul Powell; Charles Percy; Richard J. Daley;
National Commission on Civil Disorders (Kerner Commission); Seventh U.S. Circuit Court
of Appeals; Kerner: The Conflict of Intangible Rights; President Lyndon Johnson; General
William Westmoreland; W. Russell Arrington; Helena Kerner; Marjorie Everett;

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to
preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the
memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge.
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