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Abstract
Christopher L. Smith, Veterans” Remember, VRT-A-L-2011-071

Biographical Information Overview of Interview: Lieutenant Colonel (LTC) Christopher
L. Smith was born in Freeport, Illinois in 1971, and grew up in Mendota, Illinois. He attended
the University of Illinois, and enrolled in the ROTC program, and concurrently served in the
U.S. Army Reserve and later the Illinois Army National Guard (C Company, 2nd Battalion,
130th Infantry Regiment). Upon graduation he was commissioned in the Field Artillery and
trained on Paladin Self-Propelled howitzers. His first assignment was as a Fire Support Officer to
an armor (tank) company in the 24th Infantry Division (later reflagged as the 3rd Infantry
Division) at Fort Stewart, Georgia. After his active duty experience, Smith spent several years as
a civilian sales representative, while also serving in the Ready Reserve. In 2004, he returned to
full-time status as an Active Guardsman working in a unit that oversaw mobilization planning of
Reserve Component units. He deployed to Iraq in 2006 as a member of an Advisory Team
working with the Iraqi Federal Police, first in Sadr City and then Al Dora—both neighborhoods
in metropolitan Iraq. This gave him a front line view of the ethnic dynamics of the city. He
describes the dangers posed by trash in the streets and the hazards faced by interpreters. He
received additional training as a strategic planner and returned to Iraq again in that capacity
during the final drawdown of U.S. forces in the country.
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Federal Police; Military Planner, U.S. Army Reserves; Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri; Illinois
Army National Guard; Infantry Basic Training at Ft. Benning, Georgia; Company C, 2nd
Battalion, 130th Infantry Regiment; University of Illinois ROTC; Paladin Self Propelled
howitzer; 24th Infantry Division & 3rd Infantry Division at Ft. Stewart, Georgia; Field Artillery
Fire Support Officer; Inactive Reserve and Ready Reserve; reactions to 9/11 attacks; Shi’a and
Sunni in Iraq; working with interpreters in Iraq;

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to preserve
the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The Abraham
Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for the
views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge.
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