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Abstract
Gertrude Childers, Ronald Reagan, ISR-V-D-2010-060

Biographical Information Overview of Interview: Gertrude Childers is a native
of Dixon, Illinois. She was one of the seventy-seven people that Ronald Reagan is
credited as rescuing while he worked as a lifeguard at Lowell Park in Dixon. During her
high school sophomore year during the summer of 1931, she was knocked unconscious
while swimming and “Dutch” swam out and brought her back to shore. She also
discusses how her older sister attended school with Ronald Reagan. Gertrude Childers
passed away in 2012, one year after the Reagan centennial. Gertrude passed away on
Aug. 10, 2012.

Subject Headings/Keywords: Ronald Reagan; Dixon, lllinois; Lowell Park; Neil
Reagan

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that
this is a transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor
sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical
sources. The Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual
accuracy of the memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the
reader to judge.

COPYRIGHT

The following material can be used for educational and other non-
commercial purposes without the written permission of the Abraham Lincoln
Presidential Library. “Fair use” criteria of Section 107 of the Copyright Act of 1976
must be followed. These materials are not to be deposited in other repositories, nor
used for resale or commercial purposes without authorization from the Audio-
Visual Curator at the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library, 112 N. Sixth Street,
Springfield, Illinois 62701. Telephone (217) 785-7955



