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Abstract
Frances Eileen Schneider, Veterans Remember, VR2-V-D-2007-063

Biographical Information Overview of Interview: Frances Eileen Schneider, née name
Morrow, was born in Rankin, Illinois on June 27, 1918. She was working in Chicago when
Pearl Harbor was attacked. Schneider received Morse code schooling at Saint Louis
University. After her training, she taught radio code at Scott Field, Illinois. Schneider also
worked in a transmitter room. She was educating soldiers, who would become B-17 gunners
or radio operators, in an eight-week program. In order to operate on an airplane the soldiers
had to pass ten words a minute. She met her husband, Jack Schneider after he was transferred
to Scott Field. On their first date, Frances and Jack went to church together.

Schneider’s future husband, who was already a sergeant, was then sent to teletype school
in Chanute for six weeks. She continued to train soldiers at Scott Field when Jack was sent to
Wichita, Texas. Eileen and Jack then finally married in Sheppard Field, Texas. Jack was then
assigned as a station chief of Walt Chamberlain Field in Minneapolis, Minnesota. After
becoming pregnant, Schneider returned to Rankin to live with her family. In 1945,
Schneider’s husband was involved in communicating weather reports to the airplanes that
dropped the atomic bombs on Japan.

Jack was finally discharged in Portland, Oregon. Eileen and her husband were finally
reunited in Hoopeston, Illinois. Her husband eventually worked for an insurance company in
Champaign, Illinois.
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Atomic bombs; Prisoner of war; Portland, Oregon; Hoopeston, Illinois; Champaign, 1llinois.

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to
preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the
memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge.
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