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Abstract  
David J. Maurer, Historians Speak-Illinois History, HSI-A-L-2020-054  

 

Biographical Information Overview of Interview:  David Joseph Maurer, Professor 

Emeritus of History at Eastern Illinois University, was born June 9, 1935 in Canton, Ohio, a 

son of Harry Joseph and Elizabeth Rose (Fehn) Maurer. He attended Canton parochial and 

public schools, graduating from McKinley High School in 1953. He received his 

undergraduate degree in history for Beloit College (WI) in 1957 and did his graduate work at 

the Ohio State University in Columbus, Ohio, receiving his Ph.D. in 1962. That same fall he 

joined the history faculty at Eastern Illinois University in Charleston, Illinois, retiring in 1995. 

He married Ellen Joyce Maurer in 1957.    

 

Among Maurer’s publications are: The Emerging University: A History of Eastern 

Illinois University, 1974; Essays in Illinois History in Honor of G.H. Seymour, 1968; and 

contributions to the Biographical Dictionary of American Mayors, 1981. While at Eastern 

Illinois University, Maurer primarily taught U.S. political history, particularly the 20th 

century. He served as chair of the department and was a founding member of the Historical 

Administration Master’s Program which, until its loss to university budget cuts in 2016, was 

one of the nation’s leaders in museum studies and administration, archival studies and 

historical interpretation at living history sites. Dr. Maurer is a former president of the Illinois 

State Historical Society and served on the Illinois Historic Sites Advisory Council.  

Subject Headings/Key Words: Museum studies; U.S. history in the 1960s, World War 

II; college teaching in Illinois; Department of History at Eastern Illinois University, 1962-

1995; Historical Administration Master’s Program, Eastern Illinois University; 

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a 

transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to 

preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The 

Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the 

memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge. 
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