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Esarey This is Carol Esareynd the date is June 22, 20T0e person across from
me being interviewed is Benedict Zemailge are also conducting another
interview, in absentiaaboutVi a Z e ma i t i FBhisintBreiewbspartwi f e .
of the Abraham Li ncimmigranPstogesnddsant i al
historical document.
Now Beredict | 6d | i ke to start at the
the information that we spoke aboustlaveek As ' i
you said, youor .Coudgduh Q ““"',2*)";3 ani a
pl ease give brth? Vitaos » Toig
Zemaitis Vita was born in 1936, July 12 of 1936 in Kaunas il
Lithuania. —
Esarey Of course, her primary language at that time was
Lithuanian?
Zemaitis Lithuanian was primarily used in Lithuanian
language.
Esarey Her father was? _ _
Vita Zubkus as a baby in 1936.
Zemaitis Her father wa®octor, Professodoseph Zubkudde was both a professor at a

medical schogland he was a prominent ear, nose and throat surgedmas
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written a number odirticles in | think, about fifteen different languagdsis
works have been published in about fifteen different languages.

And internationadly.
Yes.
And Vita?2ps mot her

Vitaodos mot her wiaubkukSaewasaisoldathuania &Hei d e
had studied aheuniversity, but after marrying, she devoted her life of being
as a mother and a wife and a housekeeper.

Esarewi t ads siblings, her brother, siste

Vita had one older brother that was borri829.His name was Sigitas
Zubkus

| believe we have that spelling.
Yes.

And was her brother with her when they immigrated, wheiffiaimdy left
Lithuania?

Yeah.The whole family left Lithuania at the same tirfi&@at would have
beenroughly in June or July of 194Fhat was when the Russians were
pushingGermansout of Lithuania.

That is when they left as a fanfly
Right.

Now, when Vita was young, where on the map
that we have heneerethey were livirg?

In Kaunas, LithuaniaT hat 6 s al mos
of the center of the map.

So,they were right in the middle of the country.

Right That was Kaunaaunas was the second
largest city in LithuaniaVilnus was and is S

Lithuari ad6s capital ,dthought he | argest .city

b_oth Kqunas_ and Vilnus were cultural centersing; ; ,6s zabkusés ho
Lithuania, with opera houses, museums, Lithuania in the years before WW Ii
universities and so on. came to Lithuania.

What wasV i t ldedike as a child¥hat did she do and how did she live?
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One ofher likings or aspirations was to become a ballerina.

Really?

She loved musiand she told me a number of times that when guests

gathered at he

r parentso6é6 home, a

dancing for the guest® showoff her ability.

That takes some setionfidence.

Yes.| guessfortunately or unfortunately, | gues$s

fortunately for me, that as she grew spe had

an athleteds b

too big to become a ballerinfpothlaugh) Sq |

ody and

guesslater on in life she turned her energies arighs

aspirations into sports.

Into being a good athlet@&/e will talk some
more about her athletic ability and prowess it

developedWhen she was veryyoudd et 0 s
she was five, six,even, eight years aldshe

went to an elementary schand

She didndét go

since her parents were pretty wieldo, they

to an

A favorite picture

picture here of Vita and her father sigiby their  with her father in this car all over

Lithuania as he traveled as a

car. That wadike a 1935 BuickThis is from physician.

Kaunas, Lithuania.

| have to ask thifHow did he get a 1935 BuickBuick from the United

State® How did that happen?

YesWel | , that 0s
basicallé I donodt
really the storybut since
he was a surgeon, | think
they could afford it.But
then they used to travel in
that Buick all over
Lithuania.

ItGs very distinctive.
Yeah

Was her brother younger?

Vita and her brother Sigitas Zubkus, circa 1942.

| ot 0
er bo
hool
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Zemaitis Her brother was older.
Esarey Wastherean extended family that she got to spend time with as a child?
Zemaitis | think there were a couple of her uncles that were still alive in LithuSh&.

did have a number of cousins bot h on her f atherdés sid

Esarey Yes there areseveral picturesTt her e6s another picture w
young people about her ag¥asthere a significanct this the picture with
the Buick, or is this symbolic of the kind of life she had as a child?

Zemaitis Well, she had a very closeyiag relationship with her fathe®g, that picture
sort of illustrategheir closeness.

Esarey The closeness between Vita and her dad.

Zemaitis Yeah.

Esarey As she wagirowing u@

Zemaitis Actually, she did not really have too much time to gro

up in quiet circumstances.

Esarey How old is she in this picture with the Buick?
Zemaitis In this picture she must &dour or five years old.
Esarey And she would have beénThis would have been about
1940 then?
Zemaitis Yes.
Esarey This is when things stéed to happen in the country.
Zemaitis Nineteen forty was the year in which Lithuania was
occupied by Soviet Union the first time. Vitaés father
dec_orated for his n_1edica_|
Esarey The first time . 32?;?,?.?;235?,'” Hithuania,

Zemaitis In June of 1940, the Red Army took over the country by férce.
Esarey Where was the faily at that time2Vhat was going on?

Zemaitis | think at that time they were living in Kaunasd actually after the takeover,
her father continued practicing as a docReally nothing much happened
probably during the first eight or ten months of wgation.

! TheRed Army was th&oviet armycreated by the Communist government after the Bolshevik Revolution of
1917.
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Which would have beén
Thatds in 1940.
In 1940.

Nineteen fortyThe Russians, thougthey were getting prepared &iThey
were compiling the list of people to arreBhey were gomg to plan to arrest
anddepot to Siberia
That started
happening in the
beginning of Junef
1941 They started
mass arrests of
people primarily
people who were
professionals and
educated people.

Fortunately,
in June of 1941, in
about, I believe it
was around the Vitads aunt and uncl ebetai-Josad Zubkus, t
twentieth or tWEI’}I— Koste Zubkus, and an unknown man.
first of June of 1941, Russia was attacked by Germamgerman Army
pushed the Russians olihey pushed them gull in one dayIt wasone day
of fear fron®

Onthe mapwhere wouldhat have happened, do you think?

They were comig iné Onthemap wher e 6 s the Rudseanss h owi ng
federationKalihingrad,Leningrad thatused to be the old East Prusdihat

was GermanyWhere you see the border right now, that was the border

between Germany and Lithuanighe German Army swept frothe west to

the eastand Russia at that time was whefs Belarus right now.

So actually, then the startofwhr bel i eve it saved Vi
being arrested, because they were scheduled to be arfidsgdound in the
secret police files thist of people that were supposed to be arrested that
Sunday.

Tell me how that all happengthesecret police files and how you came to
findo

Well, the secret police files were uncovered after Germany took over
Obviously Germans dighot want t@& They did not hide the fact that the
Russians were badkay?So that was made public.
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Printed in the paper or broadcast or both?

They actually printed in the paper and broadcagtedne interesting
sideline, my own parendswe lived inV i | k &, a diffetent towd we were
also on a list to be arrested that Sunday.

Your parents were, as well?

A

My parentsright. Whenwe t al k about T | 61 | go i n
that, because at that time my fathesvadready hidingbecause the secret
police used to come to our home at njgdking for my dad.

Could you describe to me a little about what the secret police persona is, for
lack of a better wordVho were these people?

These people &re trained military, buherewere special training in
interrogation techniques of beating people up and sdlwy used to have
their é T huniform used to be sort of like a leather jaskitather caps with
aredstar on it and wore military belts thilittle sidearms And, of course,
they all wore boots, high boots.

They would come in groups?

These peoplarere comingrom the Russian secret poliGehey were from
Russia, Russians.

YesAnd come to peoplesd homes?
Yes.
Which reminds you of like the Nazi SS.

Do you want me to digress a little battell you about it?

Well , probably we Buyowcertainlecadifypuo do t ha
wish.

Wel |l , basicall thatduhngthattim@ansdgdawiebgei g8i gr ¢
from Vita now, back tomin@ I 6 | | never ,mymotherwokeone ni @

us, woke me and my brother.Uphey saigd idisigetupWe 6 ve got t he s
police is here So the secret police lined us up in a hallway,mother, my

brother and me, while they searched the hdos&ing for my father, but he

was not thereSot h ey @ Baslcallynwhat they did, they did not arrest

us Theyleft us Fromwhat | understoodt was like a baitThey were waiting

for ourfatherto come back, becausigey knewthat, ifthey arrested yuse

would never come back.

So they were leaving you in the house.
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Zemaitis: Right. For that was likeverythingrememberl think that wasvhatmy
mother saidthat itwasabout like 3:00 or 4:00n the morning.

Esarey: S nce we are talking about howoldwefeor a m
you when that happened?

Zemaitis: Well, | was seven.

Esarey: You were seven years old?

Zemaitis: | was sevenyeah.

Esarey: ItGs a vivid memo vy isndét 1t?

Zemaitis: Oh, thatoés sometrduinavagforgdtat 6 s i ndel i bl e.
Esarey: The fear.

Zemaitis: Or the fact thatlater on then in Jun&vhen | said the mass arrests startwe
used to see the trucks loaded with arrested people being triausmothe
train station for deportation.

So, just before the war, when the eastern front started comingdearer
that was the summerof 1984/i t ads parents and her br
think, a couple of her uncles, they actuallthey went from Kaunas t@ farm
that her father owned that was closer welsiser to the German border.

Esarey: Where were they from 1941 to 1944?

Zemaitis: Well, 1940, oh, okayWe need to get backéookay,1941, Germans occupied
Lithuania, as | mentioned, in June of 19Ahd, as a matter of fact, at that
time, this sounds very peculiar and odd right natven we look back at what
happenednwhat the Germans did, but the German soldiers were met with

flowers.
Esarey: By the Lithuanian people?
Zemaitis: Yes, because they wereibg looked at as the savidof] people being saved

from theSovietterror.So that was in 1941.

During the German occupation, it became clear that they were cut
from the same bolt as tl@ovietsbecause they were repressive of any kind of
national aavity. As a matter of fact, they arrested a number of people who
they suspected of being in the undercaivity.

Vitads father, in 1941, 1942, was
KaunasAs such, they received an order from the Geringh Command
that they needed to register all the students for the war duty in Germany, in
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their war battalionsThey demanded that they would proclairthey would

ask for the volunteers and also provide them with iéts.t a 6 s f at her r e
Sa he and two other progsorswho were in the university administration

were arrestedde spent a week in a German prisbeing interrogated by

Gestapo.

Esarey: Youodr e i pandyoutsérdl ani a

Zemaitis: That was in Lithuanial hey let them oytbecause they sgidl W got tle
information anywag,0 because what they ditheysenttheir agents to
university and took the file®ut they let them out with a warning thiitit
happened agaijthey would be facing a firing squad.

Esarey: That was a very dire warning, wasnot i

Zemaitis: Yeah.

Esarey: Did they ever register the students?

Zemaitis: Pardon me?

Esarey: Did they ever register the studeni3i@d they go ahead and do that spite of
the protest?

Zemaitis: What happene& This was, | think, the early 4 By.this time the front was
collapsing in the easthat wasvhenStalingrad and battleand the Russian
Army was approachingoactually, at that time, Germans did not really have
time to put their plans into action.

Esarey: This was about 1942 and 19437

Zemaitis: Thiswa s , niov &arlyd 4.3 s

Esarey: And in 1942, you had the Germans occupying Lithuania.
Zemaitis: Yes.

Esarey: We have all of thé

Zemaitis: During that time, from June of 1941 to roughly June of 1943, or actu&llp m
forgetting my years, actually 4 Be@use from June &f

Esarey: It looks like athreeyearperiod of timethe Germans were there.

Zemaitis: Right. During thattime,the Germans unfortunatédyTh er e s qui t e a f
Jewish people who lived in Lithuania at that tirhed there was a mass
arrest and executios of the Jewish people took place by Germans in
Lithuania.
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Did youseethatWh at wa®» ut te@&Y dndt hel p bu
things were happening?

When | was growing up, they actuadly r eal |y di dndéh s

t be

e e r e

arrestsThey used to work at night at th&ut what | did see was the Germans

also mistreated terribly their Russian prisoners of Waere wasin a town
where | lived,Vilkaviskis. They had a prisoner of war camp full with Russian
soldiers t Wilkavigkis ind

| think we need to get that word dowhere then

Yeah.That 6 s Noug W ¢ that,@ghteVilkaviskisis right herel

used to, each morning, early in the morniwg used to see it off in the winter
time, usedd see the Russian prisoners pulling a watmaded with dead
corpses of prisoners that died during the night.

Thesewould beprisoners ofvar thatwereSoviet?
Right. Actually, they passed from starvation.

Thatdied of starvationn the German campsAnd at the same timéhe
Germans were | guess the word was exterminating was what they were
using.

Exterminating yes
€ t hJewish population, the Lithuanian Jewish populatisthat correct?

Yes.| know that some of the Lithuanian families that knew some of the
Jewish families tried to hide themn. know t hat my obngst
best friend that | went to grade school at that &intteeir parents, they were
hiding a Jewish family in thelvarn. The Gestapo found out about Basically
what they did, they arrested their parents and just executed them.

Did they execute your friend?

No, thatwas a kid they left them.

What happened to him?

Well, their family@ One of hs uncles took him took him in.

Oh my.

And then during the war, | donot

Going back to Vita, as | mentiongtiat in the summer of 194when
the eastern front was collapsing, their family moted country farmwhich

frie

know
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was close to the German bordas. coincidence would have it, my parents
also had a farprand they were actually next to each other in Lithuania

Thatds quite something, the parallel C
Right. Our family also moved westwartbwards the German border
This was to get away from?

To get away from the fronbecause my dad find already the front was like in
Vi | k & wniKgukasthat wasthey were already in a lilg zone.

And that meant you had to leave your homes.

Yes.Basically, and what apparently they did, they just packed a couple of

suitcases atthattimgi t a6s f atherds Buick .was con
So, when they moved, they movedth a horse and a buggyhat was the

same way with my parents when we moved to the farm.

They took the Buick?
Yeah.
Is this the time that sl talking about in this?

Yes.This is when she was talking abduthuania.That 6 s when sheods
about a country home.

And this would have been in 19447
Right, summer of 1944.

Summer of 1944Perhaps this is this is a good time for you to read this article,
to read what she said.

Yeah.Before reading the article, | would like to say that Vita wrote a lot of
articles, but this is the only one that she wrote about heBbelfwrote:

fiThe November 11 adie by Mark DePue about Kasimir
Ladneyand events from World War 1l brought back
memories for me, alsoBack when World War Il started, it
also started for me.

fiThere was this beautiful large, fragrant Linden tree
in full bl oom in my motherds countr
Right under the tree, | was proud owner of a sandbox
where barefoot in shor, | built my sand castles and talked
to the chickens as they pass me by.

10
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AAll of a suddenmy mother came running, grabbed
me in her arms and said there was shooting ne#by.
were told by the German Army to leavénere was naine
to dress no time to put on shoe®ur car had been
confiscatedand there was only an old wagon and a couple
of old horsesShe threw me in the wagon with a couple of
blankets and off we wently father and my brother also
were surprised by our hurdedepartures.

fiRussians now were being pushed back by Germans
and there was fightingVe crossed the border into
Germanyl was still barefoot, wrapped in a blanket and
soon became very sickly fever lasted for days but my
father was a doct@nd managed to keep me alive.

fiwe rode through different villages and citi8&&me
cities were in smoldering ruinand | remember the stench
of burning bodiesAllied bombing brought hope that this
conflict will end soorand[that] soon Americas and the
British will be in control.

fiMany refugees ended up in displaced person camps
administered by UNRA (United Nations Relief Agency).
We used to sa§® art. @ndthe American Red Cros§Ve
received boxes of fog@nd besides essentials powdered
milk, flour and sugamwe also received peanut butter.
thought that was the best tihever ate.

fiEventually, we were allowed to immigrate to USA.
It took two weels on aviolentseasand | was sick again.
During the stormseveral people dieindly, we reacled
the shores of United States, but theg ttacarry me in.

fil knew that | would be learning a new language
aganFat her didno6t t hiHespgoket hat was
Lithuanian Russian, German and Englisimd as a medical
doctor, had to knev Latin. Here we go again, | though#t
least they have peanut buttend there will not be any
fighting.0 Signed by Vita Zemaitis, Chatham.

Esarey: ThankyouT hat 6 s a,amgeacelldnt storyo r vy
Zemaitis: This article was printed on Decemlike 8th of 2009.
Esarey: Not long ago.

Zemaitis: Six days before she died.

11
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Esarey: Thatmae kes it especi alDoyoubpave sipneslikethatad o e s n 6
well, with things that happened to you when you moved to the farm?

Zemaitis: Well, itésd

Esarey | o shiftingthis a little

Zemaitis: Our stories were similaWWe had a similar situatiomhe German Army unit
dug in a position in the backyard of our farm or country home, as Vita would
call it. We were told to move oubecause that was a battle zoBe here,
again, we had a old wagon and an old hdf¢e loaded our belongings or
whatever we could have and take it with luige | said, he Germans said to
move onWe had to move, so we moved across the bordeEastPrussia,
Germany.

Esarey: This isin 19447

Zemaitis: This is 19441t probably would have beénl think ités probably July,
somewhere around July of 1944, about the samétime

Esarey: About the same time Vita and her family, all of these people.
Zemaitis: € w Io also had to go into Germany.

Esarey: So, if 1 &dm understanding this correct/|
had to leave their cities, move to the country, as best they could, if they could.

Zemaitis: Yeah.
Esarey: And then they had to keep moving and keep moving to stayl ati¢he
troops?
Zemaitis: Right. Like in our casé
Esarey: In your own country.
Zemaitis: Right.InourowncaseLi ke i n Vitads case, the pro

choice.You had to movgbecause you had to go someplaéau could not go
east because they @re alread§ you had to pass a battle zoaad you were
pushed out by The armytook on their positions, so they just moved \bfe

were just thousands and thousagrad®ass of people moving, moving west.

Esarey: Did you see them on theadsAVere thes@ele you just saw moving,
moving, moving?

Zemaitis: Yes.As a matter of fact, what was happenimy brother was still too young
and my father was too al8utin some of the familiesvhere there were
some younger men, they were taken off the wagonsadadby the troopsa

12
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put them to forced labpto dig the positiond.ike in our casewhere my
father was too old and my brother and | was too yourdy, so

They were conscripted into the army?
Into all the laborbattalions
Into the labor, into labor camps?

Yeah.The one thing | would sagthat as wedre moving, the
Prussia and Germany were very, very nice, fed us, shared their food with us

and shelter and so ohhen later onafter this exodus, if you Wj took place
probably for abouttwoweeka nd when wedre deeper in
have planned refugee camps, where you have a couple thousand people

staying in one spdbr, you knowé They did feed usThey did feed us and

provided shelter in Germanyrhen after that, they did proviéeallowed to

move further west into Germany.

My father, who kind ofwvasfollowing what was happening during the
war, he knew t hWwerd endegamdweacauld dct stay eagt s
We had to move westo we would ed up under the British, American or
French allies.

He was heading towards where thides were.

Right. So basicallywhat we did, we got permission to go to Bavaria, to a city
calledWirzburg

How did you get permission to dacett?

They just applied becausseea wi f e of a doctor, my da
living in Wirzburg

Ah, socould sponsor yau

Her husband,e actasalnl ywéTerhesband dctoallye d t o
diedduring the 194lwhenGermany attacked Russlde was giving firsaid

to this wounded German soldier and got kill&b, they allowed his wife to

move to GermanyMy father told the story to the commandant about that, so

they gave hm permission to go to sdeer.

In Wirzburg
Yeah.So, we moved toNirzberg. That was id

Would you write that down, the name of that city@st need to know, how
old was you father at that time and your mother?

13
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Zemaitis: My father was born in 1890, so he &b

Esarey: But considered too old to work in the campght? They were just takinthe
younged

Zemaitis: T h aWi@gzburg GermanyNow my mother was a dentist, so when we
moved toWirzburg she actually was she found she got a job workingth
a German dentisgo, this was late of 1944all. We lived inWirzburguntil it
was bombed out 6 | | go into the details in a n

Esarey: Where was Vitaodos family during that ti

Zemaitis: Vi t a0 s atthat time,lthgy also moved out wéldtiey ended up in the
northen, northwest Germany.

Esarey: In northwest Germany?

Zemaitis: In northwest Germany.

Esarey: And Vitads father continued to be a ph
Zemaitis: Vitaodos father, actually, t,nm&Germdng wor ke
Esarey: What did Vita do?

Zemaitis: Vita knew. Shesaid that used to be a free tihecause she did not really go
to school.She did not know German language.

Esarey: Soshe didnét go to school ?

Zemaitis: No. So, the mother used to teach both her and her brother at [Sontieis
was again, this would btalking about laté 4 darlyé 4 Bhen, of course,
before thé

Esarey: Webre getting close to the end of the

Zemaitis: Yeah.March of 1945Wiirzburgdt hat 6 s t he t dwoiwiped er e WwWe
out in an air raigatone night.

Esarey: And thatdés whetha#waywpedouter e | i vi ng
Zemaitis: Right That 6s where weobre |iving.
Esarey: By whom?Who wiped it out?

Zemaitis: The bombers, there was British.

Esarey: The British bombers?

14
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British. Later on it was estimatedat they ha@25planes Theythat were
dropping bombsSq, the wholé& They used the phosphorous bombs, so
everything got on fire.

Where were you when that was happening?

We were in the air raid sheltevhich was in a basement of the loling where
we had an apartment.

Sao you were all down in this?

We 6r e al |.Themwhen the homivs stopped explodifgmebody,
the air raid wardercame outwent up and he sayge have to leaydecause
the building is on fire.

Oh my.And this is where your home wakhis was where you were living.

Rightthat 6 s wh e r @ightvMydatheeé |Ihside/theraigraid shelter,
they had these big barrels with waiarcase there was fir&o my father

douse@ Wehad some blankets, and he doused some blankets in water and
wrapped each one of us, him and my mother and my brétfeehadeach
blanket on our heagand we left the building, ran out into the strddte

street, everything was burninggwas almost like a tunnel of fire.

What did it smell like?Vhat did it feel like?

Well, this was like a burning, a big firEverything was burningverything
was burningYou could not see the skiy.was only the flames all around us.

We were verydrtunate The building where we lived was only one
block away from River MainT hat 6 s t he main river that
Wirzburg.My father knew that, which way the river was, so we actually ran
through thkattunnel of fire, if you will, for one blocko the banks of the river.
Ofcourse, therebds ndhatidhy Mhauw nwer gs wrv iav

Did you stay by the river®hat did you do?

Well, this wasat night So we stayed theréil the morning.By that time,
everything was bured out.The fires were already ouverything had burned

up.

So we went back into towrooking for food.One thing is that the
Germans were very well organizéithey, the armyalready hadin city, a
field kitchen set up feeding people soup and ackand stuff like thatvhile
the others were basically, wdoading,piling up dead bodies ahe
sidewalks But they estimated aboR00,000people died that nighfLater,
the dead count was changed to 5,000)
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Esarey: In the city?

Zemaitis: In Wirzburg, in the city, right. Incidentally, the city was full of refugees
because, even though a lot of people from Berlin and Dresden, all the other
big citie®2 becaus&Virzburgwas considered a hospital and church city.
When you looked ate city from a hill¢ If you went on a hill next to the
River Mainandlooked onthecity, all you could sewasjust red crosses on
the roofs because each hospital used to have a red cross on jke tbp
would prevent bombind3ut it did not help.

Esarey: It did not work did it?

Zemaits: No, it did not work.Later on, we read th#tatwas basically, tatwas a
conscious mover decision tchelp tobreak down the fighting spirit of the
German ArmyTha{ Obadically saying that you are fightimgw, but your
loved ones araot safe while you do that.
But we were luckyLike | said, we were at the right spot.
Esarey: Well, you were survivors.

Zemaitis: We survived itAfter that, | guess the Germans provided trains for the
refugees to channel them out into the smaller taalmsgside in Bavaria.

Esarey: And is that where you went then?

Zemaitis: Yeah.Basically, what we did, we went on a tralthe train stoppedihey
said his 1S the end of the linedo wE got off and was in a smallt was in
a small villageWe went fran door to door and finally found a farmer who
had some room in a barn thiatould take us and provide us with a shelter.

Esarey: And you lived in that then?

Zemaitis: Then we stayed ther@bout a month laté No, not a month later, actually,
this was Mach, April, May, June, about three months |atieatwas like
whenAmerican troops came.in

Esarey: And thatodés where they found you?

Zemaitis: Yeah.

Esarey: To go back to the bombing of the city for just a moment, you saicboait
200,000 peopleyou heard later had perished.

Zemaitis: Yes.

Esarey: Were they all Lithuanians?

Zemaitis: No. This was, | would say, primarily Germans.
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Esarey:
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Primarily GermansThat 6 s why you said that there

tod

Right.

Your loved oes are not goingtobesat§ye 6 r e goi ng tp break

and webre going to bomb this city.

We were living in that villageMy fathersentmy older brother to the nearest
town to see if we could buy some provisipysu know, canned goodsic

stuff like that While he was on a train, the train got strafed by a fighter plane
and he escapdnl accidentHe bentdown when he was sittingnd the bullet
killed the guy right next to himf he would not have bent down, he would
have been killedSo he survived thahis was now summer of 1945.

Nineteerforty-five.

This wasi5, after the war.

And the Allies are coming into Germany.

Yes.They already were taking ovakle ended up in the American zone.
Where did Vitados family end up?
They ended up in the British zone.

And that was a different part of Germa&ny

That was in northern Germany.

In northern GermanyAnd you were in what part of Germany?

We 6 r e BOA,tharrafteathe war, my parents found out that the
Lithuanian refugee camp was being formed in a town that was probably about
thirty miles awayincluding opening up of a Lithuanian high schoadihia

camp.

Really?

My brother and hifriendé There was another family, Lithuanian famiiy
that village, refugees alsdhey took off to go to register to high scho&s
misfortune would have it, on that trip, he got killed.

Your brotherThi s i s your brother youdre t
| mean my brotheryeah.

Oh, dear.
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Zemaitis: He got run over by a truck. was a bicycle accidepandthat was actually his
own fault.lt was a mountainous region and where tinayeled a bicyclist
used to hang on to a trudo theycould be pukdthem overThere was a
truck with a trailerand the trailer already had two bicyclisie® he and his
friend, they got omonto the truckendMy br ot her 6 s bi c,ycl e hi
and he got thrown underneath the trailer and gotdkole the spot,
unfortunatelyHe survived the waremotional)and then died in a silly, stupid
accident, actually.

Esarey: After all of that.

Zemaitis: That was terribleSo, anyway, then we moved offAfter my brother got
killed, we still moved oro that refugee camm@and | went to Lithuanian high
school in there.

Esarey: In the refugee camp?

Zemaitis: Right.

Esarey: Is there a town that that was in?
Zemaitis: Yes.That was irEichstit.

Esarey: And the country is?

Zemaitis: That 6s |bBErchs&taBawnai a
Esarey: What was your father doing?

Zemaitis: That 6 s act,ughtlbétweentMunich and Nueesly.Y o u 0 v e
probably heat the Nuremlrg trials.

Esarey: Absolutely.l t hi nk wedve all heard that one.
Zemaitis: Yeah So the Eichsitt was bcated rightsort of in betweenn Bavaria.A

sidebar on that, President Adamkus was also going to that high Solvasl.

in thed
Esarey: You were in his class?

Zemaitis: No. He was eight yeatsighe®

Esarey: Older?

Zemaitis: Older.He was already in graduating clas®nd | was just starting.
Esarey: He was a refugee as well?

Zemaitis: Yes.
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Esarey: He and his familyThis is a googbicture.What we have here is a picture of
Vita with the presidentight?

President V alas Adamkus
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Vita Zemaitis meets with the new President of Lithuania, Valdas Adamkus in 1998. The article

. appeared in either the SJR or Chicago Tribune (he did not remember, Benedict took the picture
Zemaitis: himself.

University of lllinois], right here in Springfield.

Esarey: He visited.

Zemaitis: Yeah.And | think | got a picture that | can lend you.
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Esarey: Thank you. Wedl I p ut ureéshode surd wevhave.dust o n e
so that | wunderstand some of the thing
refugee camp, and itds about 194672

Zemaitis: We gotin the refugee camp in late summer of 1945 and stayed there.
Esarey: Youdre how olodimdatelyz2n, just appr
Zemaitis: Okay.In 6 4 Bnas twelve.

Esarey: You were twelve yearsoldnd youdd been on the run e
family, for a number of years.

Zemaitis: From 1940All the turmoil started in 194Qvith the first Russian occupatipn
then the German occupation years, then the flight to Germany and getting
through the war, then the years after the, wathe refugee camp

The refugeeampyears were not really that had a senseNe had
pretty good food, Red Cross packages and sheélte were fedand we had
shelter My mother was practicing dentistry in the car§pe was a dentist for
the refugee campdy father, who was an attorney, he was a legal aadlee
camp So, it was not bagit was not bad.

Esarey: Considering what youdd been through, yes.

Zemaitis: Yeah.Just one episode, though, during the year, left a bad taste in my mouth.
My father was arrested by American intelligence.

Esarey: For?
Zemaitis: Being antitcommunist.
Esarey: Beinganti-communist?
Zemaitis: Yes.Rememler, this was 1946.
Esarey: Describe the political circumstancegscribe that to me.
Zemaitis: This was what Presideffranklin Roosevelt, Yalta Conferenoeijth a
buddy, JodgJoseph Stalin[premier of the Soviet Unidnthrough Potsdam
Conference by esidenfHarry Tr uman webére | ooking at

Allies. My dad was not in a bad compa@eneral Pattowas also ani
Russiart. (Esarey laughsf you read history, he got into trouble with
Eisenhoweand for being antRussian

2 General Georg&mithPatton Jr. was a senior officer of the United States Armlyo commanded the U.S.
Seventh Army in the Meditranean and European theaters of World War Il, but is best known for his
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Esarey: Yes, hedid.

Zemaitis: Yeah.Pattonsaidii et 6 s j ustndt dren 0esa kteep goi ng u
Moscowo

Well, anyway, my father was helddimterrogatedHe admitteé He
saysfi Ye s, -t 6 mma n Erammvhai we learned later on, the local
commandegot overanxious He did something and then when, the higher
headquarterfound out about them, told them to cease and d&ist.
everybody wad

Esarey: Yeah. Just stothat. Stop doing that.

Zemaitis: Yeah.See, the same commander also later on attemptedd the inhabitants
of the refugee camp and turn them over to the Russians, too.

Esarey: Youodre tal ki ng antobtleuefugee tamp?c o mma n d

Zemaitis: No, the American military commandexrho was in charge of the area.

Esarey: Do you know the namef that person?

Zemaitis: No.We never find outl wish lwould.( Esar ey | aughs) But, a

kind of a brushes with Keeping politically, some of them, the Russjamere
considered our allies.

Esarey: It was a very confusing time.
Zemaitis: Yeah.
Esarey: And more so for you, for the whole Lithuaniancoun¥gp u | i t er al I 'y di

have your country.

Zemaitis: Besides that, besides a couple of these incidedsh# life | gotl took to
sports quite a bil.learned to play basketball from Americ@is 3

Esarey: Did you?You must have been pretty good tbah?
Zemaitis: We played basketball, table tennis and volleyhealah.

Esarey: That 6s when you became a good athlete,

leadership of the U.S. Third Army in France and Germany followind\lired invasion of Normandy in June,

1944,

3G.l. is an acronym used to describe the soldiers of the Unitées3amy, airmen of the United States Army
Air Forces and also for general items of their equipment. The term G.I. has been used as an initialism of
"Government Issue" or "General Issue
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Esarey:
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Zemaitis:
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Zemaitis:
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Esarey:

Zemaitis:

Esarey:

Zemaitis:

| think so.That was my learning years, if you willhatwasé 4 Wwhich wasat
twelveto6 4 9 when | bhm 19i4X9t, edrm.at 6s when we |
United States.

And what a wonderful thing for youto be ablédtb et 6 s say, for | a
better wor@ use all that energy in a good way, for spadieer going through
all those years of not having anything.

That organizatiopwhich was, like | said, tIN-R-R-Aé [United Nations
Reliefand Rehabilitatio\gency Then alspthat was taken over by IRO,
which stood for International Refugees Orgatian, or International Relief
OrganizationThey did a good jobThey provided food and sheli@nd they
channeled h e lgeyfwere very muah

It was called the IRO?

Yes.
|l 6m sorry to interrupt you.
Right, I-R-O.

Which stands for?

That 6s I nternat i oNMeah theRpeolvidedthe afDletigani z at i
equipment, basketballs and volleyballs and soccer balls and gym sBoes so

Well, you have some good memesiofthoseparticularyears.
Yes.

But, since we decided webdre kind of sw
how its needing to go tdack and forth to where you were at certain periods

of time and where Vita was at certain periods of tifrte&at seems to be

working a litle better What was she doing?

Vita, at that timealso after the end of the war, they ended up in the refugee
camp in northern GermanilanauAnd her father continued to work
medicine He also worked e € Tere was also a universitwhere he &s a
teacher

And what did she do?
She was going to schodlhen she started going to school, Lithuanian school.
To a Lithuanian school in northérn

Lithuanian grade school.
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Zemaitis

A Lithuanian grade school in northe@ermany.

In a refugee camp.

In a refugee camp, a different one.

Right, right.

You still have these parallel lives.

Right. Her family immigrated to the United States one year earlier, in 1948.
Yes.You mentioned in our last meeting thbecause he was a surgéon
Right. That was one of the things

Sa this was advantageous.

€ they consideretlim as an essentiglerson thatould dosomegood in the
United Staes.

And they immigratedLe t 6 s | ust Theyimmigratedt down.
Nineteen fortyeight.

Nineteen fortyeight,how?How did she get intthe countr§

By ship, like it saidLike her lettersaid she got really sick.

She goit, here in the letter, did yousay?d m s or r y.

See, thdransportation by ship, they use@tdhe transportation to the United
Statesback in those dags

Did they go through Ellis Islandr how did theygo?*
Yes.However, they usetb use troop ships.
To bring these people?

Right. That was a troop ship, troop transport shigmember the name of my
ship wasGeneraHeintzelman, USS General Heintzelm@hat was my ship.

Would you write that down?

| justhave not thought about it for a while, but riow

4 Ellis Island in Upper New York Bay, was the gateway for over liion immigrants to the U.Sas the
United States' busiest immigrant inspection station for over 60 years from 1892 until 1954.
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Interview # IMA-L-2010030

Well, ités quite amazingBut | guess it would be one of those things you

wo ul dn 0Andif was agtredp shishe went in 1948 and went through

Ellis Island and you came, what year 99 4
August 15, 1949.
And you went through Ellis Island as well?

Right. But that was actually just a couple holge got off the ship to the

Ellis Island They gave us train tickets, loaded up and took a train to Chicago.

That 6s how you ended up in the Lithuan

Right.
And Vitawas already thereShe went to Chicago as well?

She was already there, y&he was there already a yeand, of course, we
still have not met(both laugh)See, Chicago hadtal still hasa very large
Lithuanian community.

Tell me, did Vita graduate from high sch@vidwhere?
She did not graduate in Germahed
She attended in Germany.

She started in Germangnd then she attended the Nativity DVM Grade

SchoolThat 6s a Catholic Tgedade school

Did you finish high schochndwhere?

| finishedthe system The education system is sort of differdntEurope, you

A

go four years offrade school and eight years of high schodh at 6 s

years.In the United States,& just the other way aroundight years of grade

school ad four years of high schodlhad four years of educatipso |
qualified to enter as a freshman in athgghool in Chicago.

That 6s wandeerafluly. wor ked out wel

| already knew English language pretty well at that tiAgain, that was
associating with Gld.used to talk td

Is that where you learned your Engl*sh
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Zemaitis: Yeah.Talking to the GIsAnd | used to love to read westernéou know, they
used to give theseocketBooks, the oldPocketBooks®They 6 re sort of
oblong sheets, long ways, for the Gls for their armed forces persbnesdl
to askGls forthose booksSo,| used to get thepandl used to read all.
loved to read westerns.

Esarey: In English?

Zemaitis: Right. Max Brand thatwas my favoriteZane Grey.

Esarey: Oh, the Zane Grey novels, of course.

Zemaitis: Yeah.l knew English prettywelb ut t her eds al SMiena st ory

we came to Chicago, of course, you have to, and we dighslyecousin and
his family, they say they klea large apartment, like two bedrooms.

Esarey: (laughs) Oh, boy.

Zemaitis: So what they did, they took us.iithey gave us one bedroormhdkey thing
was then how you have to earn a livihgpw, my motherbeing a dentist, she
could not practiceThe United States did not recognize European dentistry.
You had to go to the dentistry school all oV, she was lale to find a job in
a sewing factoryMy dad, he was an attorney, but the law in Europe and law
in the States are totally differenin United States is a case laand in Europe
ités Napoleorcodex.® Soités totally apples and orangé&ut hishobby was
working on a radio, so he got a job in repairing radios.

Esarey: In Chicago.

Zemaitis: In Chicago.And, of course, | got a jolbecause when weome inAugust, this
was in between the school ye8o | got a job in a plating factory, working
with the metad. | thought | had a good joleghty cents an houthat was &
eighty cents an hour.

Esarey: Thatwasndét bad t hen.

Zemaitis: Septembercamand my dad said, fAWell, lokay, s
sai d,o AlD asda, mustbe dgutvof your minal t 6 sl dviekegot a go

5 Armed Services Edition®ASES or Pocket Books were small, compact, paperback books, printed by the
Council on Books in Wairne for distribution within the American military during World War Il. This program
was in effect from 1943 to 1946. The ASEs were designed to provide entertainment to soldiers serving
overseas, while also educating them about political, historical aitdmnissues. The slogan of the Council on
Books in Wartime was, "Books are weapons in the war of ideas."

6 NapoleonBonaparte gave this civilodeto postrevolutionary France. Its first coherent set of laws concerned
property, colonial affairs, the fargiand individual rightsThis was the first moderregal code to be adopted

with a panEuropean scope and strongly influenced the law of many new and developing countries, attempting
to modernize through legal reforms.
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jobband you want me to quit Sal gdoiddin § to.b
did not register that semestécontinued workingBut it was working with

acids and the metalk was a dirtg¢ When | think about it, it was probabl

the worst job | ever had.

But while | was working there, | saw this guy with a white shirt and a
big cigar walking aroundHe was our straw boss, foremdrasked, | said, you
know, fAHow does oHe bagysmeiOhkehbdm?a
gradua e (Esaey laughs)Boom!ldea! The lamp lit up in my head that
actually maybe my dad is not so foolish after all.

Yeah.Did you ever admit to him that hetaally knew something?

Well, basically, this was during Christmas holidaydadp | Is @going, i
back t o hS$odjoined cwert  high&chool in the migear.

He must have been thrilled that you went back to school, right?
Yeah.

Did any of your family ever have to fight in the man eithe side?Were they
ever pulled inwith either the Soviets or Germans?

Well, like | said,my brother was too young, and | was too young.
Sot hey didnodot ?

My father was toooldsoldi dndét have to.
RightAnd Vi tabds?

With Vita is the same thing.

Her brother was still too young?

Yeah.Her brother was born the same year as my brother, 882%
was And her dadbeing a physician, that automatic&lyhat exempted him
from any kind of being

When you werdiving in the Lithuanian camps, were you exposed to what
was going on in the Nazi Germany regime, the things that were happening at
that timeWere you aware of what was happening around?

Well, of course, during the war h a théyés Befare the warthere was not
even a whisper anyplace about thatthe aftermath, some of that became
aware.Theydid just show some films ithecamp, you know, about the
extermination

But not until after the war was over?
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Not unil after the warWhat | think[is] the Nazis kept that pretty much under

wraps because know that in the aftewards,a lot of Germans could not

believe that that was going ofhey saidt hat 6 s Amer i Buhn pr opa
thatos the German side

And you left the first chance you hatfou emigrated when you had an
opportunity to leave.

Yes.We hadt h e & parents made a choice, you know, they had a choice
You could apply to several places for immigr#astralia was taking people
then Sg, some of the Lithuanianeimigratedto Australia.Some of them

went to South AmerigaBrazil was taking in quite a few peopke friend of
ming, right here in Springfield, his parents emigrated from Germany to Brazil
some of them to Argentin&anada \as taking in refugees also, but they
limited taking in people within a certain agéey chose people who were
young enough to work in the forest, lumberjacks and stuff like Smthey
were not taking elderly peopl&he United States had no restricisoin that
regard.l think the only restriction they had you had to go to a screening
process to see whether you had any connections with the Nazis.

Oh.
Yeah.
That was one of the questions that would be asked?

That wa one of the questionk otherwordsi f s omebody served
say, the Germamilitary, thatwas they were not allowed to immigrate.

And | would guess that there would have been some Lithuanians or other
countries, other immigrantthat pssiblywere conscriptedto thed

Because, actualy See what happenetl and maybe jumping back to 191
| knew we would jump back and forthhh at 6 s okay.

In 1941, when Germany took over, kicked the Russians out, a lot of

Lithuanian men wanted to volunteBut t hey woul dihegt t ake
say, fAWe dondMedbnmreedoamy hel Agamdl e it
remember, this was 1941.

The German army moved through Lithuania like hot knife through
butter.The Russian army wersurrendering by thousands, not by single, but a
whole army would drop their gunghat was back in 1941.

| read someplace that if the Germans would have treated Russian
POWs (prisoners of war) as human beings, Russia would havBadsstally,
what itis, when theythe Germansgtarved thenjfRussian POWsfo death, |
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think basically the Russians used that as their propaganda for their own
troopsThey sai d, nHey, I f yowrwygmowudtre Igiov
to die in a German prisonerofwva c amp . 0

Esarey: Thatdos very effective, i1 snot it?
Zemaitis: Yeah.
Esarey: | was hoping we woulél You have so many wonderful pictures.

Zemaitis: What | wanted to ask yoif youd

Esarey: If we could go throughand perhaps there are some stories connectad wi
some of these pictures that we want to make sure we have in this interview.
Wedve been talking for a while here, s
inThen wedll take a break.

Zemaitis: Oh, hereb6s a picture of Madinagrthemer mot h
Germany.This is still during the yeaiThis must bel94Q It&s got to be 1944,
| would say.

Esarey: And what was happening then?

Zemaitis: That 6 s wh e @ Thishisgugt befogerthe end of wathis picture,
t hat 0 s HdwasaRed &rdss director for that region, in Germany after
thewarSo tdha@u @lse she and hsatafdo s

Esarey: Thesewould bepictures in 19447?

Zemaitis: Yeah.These are the pictures from 194ight here.This is probablg This is
0 4 Bhis was a litte bit later.

Esarey: We have this wonderful picture with the Buick that went awand are there
any younger?

Zemaitis: You would like to get up?
Esarey: | would like to have that one, for sute.this a copy?

Zemaitis: | believe soT hat 6 s ma dative.Whao\fita did, sheegot some
pictures from Lithuania and then had them made.

Esarey: When wedre through talking about the p
and weol | make sure we have the | abel s

Zemaitis: Okay.

Esarey: Alright. What is that one?
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Zemaitis: Okay.That 6s Vita, her brother, her godf a
Esarey: And when

was this

taken?
Zemaitis: This wag |

~

think she must
be about three

years old.
Esarey: Three years
old.
Zemaitis: This should be }
6383D :
would say.
. Vita Z iti d famil bers: Agota Zubkus, | Zubkus, Vit d
Esarey_ And they S:g&;tasel‘(qgég_igsg?mlymem ers: Agota ZUbkus, Ignas ZuUbkus, Vita an
were still in
Lithuania?
Zemaitis: Thatdéds Lithuani a.
Esarey: ItGs always great to see the pictures of everybody when

t hey dr e,the young piatures, pictures of
children, when folks are very younthere aresome
pictures here that are immensely strikiSgme of
them quite old.

Zemaitis: Some of them are quite old.
Esarey: These are some®fWho is ths?
Zemaitis: | 6ve got some peOhtheather t hat go back to

thing what | wanted to mention is thteaé Okay,

t hat 6 s Heehad td sarte maitgrduty in
Lithuanian armyHe was commissioned asiautenant
doctor.

Esarey: As a lieutenant doct@r
Zemaitis: Liel'Jtenant:ioctor.AS_ o tA h a Thbéast Ohsi rlyl ot ;4sQpn bL bkus '
thee I d o n dif] théydhvmatra yea Sometimes i his Lithuanian Army

Shehasayear uni form, 19206s

Esarey: Well, I think pictures with Vita and maybe her parents.
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