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Abstract 
Retta Keithley, Ronald Reagan, ISR-V-D-2010-067 

 
 Biographical Information Overview of Interview: Retta Keithley was born at 
the Dixon, Illinois Hospital and attended grade school and part of high school in Dixon. 

She recalls an instance where she saw Ronald “Dutch” Reagan performing in a play at 
the North Side Grade School, around the late 1920s. She is four years younger than 
Ronald Reagan so she did not know him personally. Retta also recalls a memory of 
Reagan walking his girlfriend, Margaret Cleaver, home, while all of the grade school kids 

were heckling him. Retta passed away on March 25, 2016 in Dixon, Illinois. 
 
 Subject Headings/Keywords : young Ronald Reagan in Dixon, Illinois; Dixon, 
Illinois Hospital; Margaret Cleaver; North Side Grade School 

 

 Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that 
this is a transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor 
sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical 

sources. The Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual 
accuracy of the memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the 
reader to judge. 
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