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Abstract

Paul Wisovaty, Veterans Remember, VRV-V-D-2015-083
Biographical Information Overview of Interview: Paul Wisovaty was born on
September 7, 1946 in Taylorville, Illinois. He was spending much of his time hanging out in
pool halls in Taylorville, Illinois when he was drafted into the military in 1966. He spent eight
weeks of basic training, followed by training as a radio telephone operator (RTO). He was
then stationed at Fort Hood, Texas where he was assigned to work in a unit motor pool,
change flat tires and other menial tests. He requested to be sent to Vietnam and arrived in
country on December 30, 1967. He was assigned to the 3rd Squadron, 5th US Cavalry
Regiment, 9th Infantry Division, which was stationed in the I Corps area of South Vietnam,
close to North Vietnam. He discusses how the focus of the soldiers was to protect the man
next to him, rather than to free the Vietnamese people. Instead of re-enlisting, he went back to
the United States on June 2, 1968, where he was admitted to the University of Illinois. While
there, he learned more about the Vietnam War and participated in anti-war protests. He
graduated in 1973 with a degree in history and political science. In 1979, Wisovaty worked as
a probation officer in Champaign County and then in Douglas County. He later joined
Vietnam Veterans Against the War. He now talks to high school students about the Vietnam
War and raises money for scholarships for veteran’s children as a member of the Polish
Legion for American Veterans. Being a veteran is still an integral part of his life. He discusses
how his experience has changed his outlook on the world. Paul lived in Tuscola, Illinois at the
time of the interview.
Subject Headings/Key Words: Paul Wisovaty; RTO experiences during Vietnam War;
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Division; University of Illinois; anti-war demonstrations at U of Illinois; Vietnam Veterans
Against the War; Tuscola High School; drug and alcohol abuse during Vietnam War;
probation officer work in Illinois; Iraq War; Cold War era;
Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to
preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the
memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge.
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