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Abstract  

Mike Rotello, Illinois Statecraft, ISL-A-L-2017-097 

Biographical Information Overview of Interview:  Michael V. (Mike) Rotello was born 

on October 29, 1952 in Rockford, Illinois. He grew up on Rockford’s northwest side, and 

attended parochial schools, graduating from Boylan Catholic High School in 1971. He graduated 

from Northern Illinois University with a BA in Political Science in 1976. Rotello was elected as 

a Democrat to three public offices, serving at all levels of state and local government: Rockford 

city alderman from 1975-1982; Winnebago County Auditor from 1982-1990; and State 

Representative for the 67th legislative district from 1991-1995. In 1996, he ran unsuccessfully 

for Winnebago County Board Chairman. In 1997, Rotello switched his political party affiliation 

to Republican. He worked for the Illinois Department of Human Services from 1997-2004 and 

the Illinois Department of Commerce from 2004-2014. Currently retired, Rotello resides in 

Loves Park, Illinois. He has one daughter, Bernadette.   

Representative Rotello reflects on his 20-year political career, with a special focus on the city of 

Rockford and Winnebago County. He discusses his involvement in various presidential 

campaigns and his friendships with prominent political figures. Rotello has long been considered 

a fiscal conservative and an advocate for good government. As a young alderman, he led a 

successful referendum that reduced the size of the city council from twenty to fourteen seats. 

Later, as county auditor, he played a key role in establishing the post of an elected County Board 

Chairman, a model used by similar counties across the state. As a state legislator, Rotello was an 

advocate for education reform. In his first term, he co-sponsored a major bill with Speaker 

Madigan to reform the school funding formula. He was an early proponent of school-to-work 

“tech-prep” education, twenty years before career academies were established in Rockford. In 

1992, due to redistricting, Rotello was given a more difficult and Republican-leaning district, and 

was narrowly re-elected. In 1994, a Republican landslide year, he was defeated for re-election. 

Rotello discusses his experiences serving in the legislature and the political dynamics between 

downstate and Chicago interests. Rotello also discusses the national trend of deindustrialization 

and its negative impact on the Rockford community and its economy. In the final interview 

session, Rotello reflects on his personal decision to switch political parties. 

Subject Headings/Key Words: Illinois state & local government; Illinois legislature; 

Rockford, Illinois; Rockford ethnic groups; Rockford politics; Rockford neighborhoods; 

Rockford home rule; Winnebago County, Illinois; education funding in Illinois; education reform 

in Illinois; deindustrialization in Rockford, Illinois; vocational education; redistricting in the 

1992 Illinois primary; presidential politics; labor union politics; Adlai Stevenson; Jimmy Carter; 

Dick Gephardt; Mike Madigan  

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a transcript of the spoken word, and that the 

interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The Abraham 

Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the 

reader to judge. 

 

COPYRIGHT 

 The following material can be used for educational and other non-commercial purposes without the written permission of the 

Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library.  “Fair use” criteria of Section 107 of the Copyright Act of 1976 must be followed. These 

materials are not to be deposited in other repositories, nor used for resale or commercial purposes without the authorization from the 

Audio-Visual Curator at the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library, 112 N. 6th Street, Springfield, Illinois 62701.  Telephone (217) 785-

7955  



 

 


