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DePue: Today is Wednesday, September 29th, 2010. My name is Mark DePue, Director of
Oral History with the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library. Today I’m starting a
series of interviews with Robert Hartley. You go by Bob most of the time, don’t
you?

Hartley: 1 do.
DePue: Good morning, Bob.
Hartley: Good morning, Mark. Good to see you.

DePue: 1It’s great to have you here. Bob has flown in, all the way from Colorado, to spend
some time talking to us about the multitude of books that you’ve written about
[llinois history and especially about Illinois politics. But we’re going to start with a
healthy dose of discussion about your career as a journalist in Illinois, and other
places around the country as well, before you transition into writing stories about
[llinois politicians. And, by golly, there’s no shortage of material there, is there?

Hartley: No, there isn’t. There’s a lot of material. How important it is, is another question.

DePue: Well, it’s always fun to listen to the stories though. So, let’s start with where and
when you were born.

Hartley: On August 30", 1936 in Winfield, Kansas.
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What was the family doing out in Winfield, Kansas?

Been there a good long time. My grandfather Hartley started an independent
insurance agency, and my father joined him in business. So, the two of them had
been around, by the time | showed up, a good forty years together and fairly well
planted in Winfield.

My grandfather actually was born in Indianola, Hllinois in 1877. His father was
a teacher in Illinois and ran a mercantile business in Fowler, Indiana. And he,
through a series of political connections, actually ended up being a trader with the
Osage Indians in Oklahoma Territory. That’s how the Hartley’s came to that part of
the country. So, my great-grandfather then—after he had spent about eight years
with the Osages—went to Arkansas City, Kansas, as a banker, and then my
grandfather. Winfield and Arkansas City are just separated by about thirteen miles.
So, the family had been in that vicinity a good, long while before | showed up.

Was there any money to be made in insurance business in the height of the
depression?

You know, it was steady. My grandfather had a lot of investments. He had some oil
investments and some other investments in town. So, | think he had some other
independent sources of income. But the insurance business...my dad went into the
insurance business with him in 1935, right in the middle of all of that, and they
seemed to do just fine. I think, just simply, people knew him. If he couldn’t get
money out of them, he managed some other way of getting paid or paid for it
himself, until they could pay him.

On the other hand, I don’t know that Winfield was characteristic of the
Depression times. It was a farm community, for the most part, but it had a pretty
strong commercial base and center, not far from Wichita, about fifty mile. So, |
don’t know that Winfield was hit as severely in the Depression years as some other
communities were.

You remember growing up hearing the stories about the Dust Bowl era, because |
would think that’s right in the heart of it.

You know, | did. Actually, it was my mother’s family that I heard more of that
from. They settled in a town called Turon, Kansas. That’s west of Wichita, about
forty miles from Hutchinson, out in the middle of Kansas. And they probably had
more experience with the Dust Bowl and its ramification there than Winfield did. It
was a little west of Winfield that it really was severe.

Tell us a little bit more about your mother, then, her maiden name. Let’s start with
that.

Geesling. The family came from Ohio to central Kansas, with a stop in lowa for a
short while. They were farmers. They homesteaded in the area of Turon. My
grandfather was the oldest of five children in the family, and he is the only one who
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chose not to farm. He convinced his father, my great-grandfather, that he should
help him buy a local telephone company in Turon. So, my great- grandfather loaned
him half of the money.

This would be when telephones were still much a novelty, 1 would think.

Absolutely. This was before 1920. So, they were working with the very primitive
telephone arrangements. My great-grandfather loaned him the money. The total
amount of buying it was $26,000. My great-grandfather loaned him thirteen, and he
borrowed the other thirteen—this is my grandfather—to buy what already had
begun as the telephone company. Then he built it from there. He paid my great-
grandfather back every dime of the $13,000 in five years.

That’s serious money, back then.

It was indeed serious money. Now, my grandfather had essentially an eighth grade
education. His wife, my grandmother, was a school teacher and a bit better
educated, so she was the bookkeeper for the company. My mother and her older
sister worked at the plant and answered the phone all night long. They ran that part
of it. So, there were lots of stories about that.

And then, my grandfather, because he had the farming background and all,
during the Depression, an opportunity arose to buy two farms, one north and one
south of Turon, that he bought for taxes. So, he kept those until he died and all. That
provided some income as well.

But my grandfather Hartley, my grandfather Geesling, were both small
businessmen. | think that had an impact on me. | admired them both for what they
built, what they did, for their independence. I think that had a real impact on me,
watching them, listening to them. They were entirely different kinds of people, in
other respects, but they had that small business background in common. So, |
benefitted from that.

Well, you’re still really young when the Second World War begins. What did your
parents end up doing during the Second World War?

My father went to work at Boeing in Wichita and, as a result, had a deferment. |
don’t really know how he acquired this knowledge, but he was a blueprint expert,
turned out and developed mostly by Boeing, He worked during the entire war at
Boeing and quit there, when the war was over, and went back to the insurance
company.

Of course, in World War Two, on the Geesling side, there were no men, so the
impact was strictly on the family and the circumstances in town.

Do you remember anything about the Second World War? Did you follow the news
at all?
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You know, I don’t remember much of that. I remember celebrating VJ Day
(chuckles) and VE Day and those kinds of things—

You must have been nine at the time, sounds like.

Yeah, and | remember, you know, the so-called hardships of the war, the rationing
and so on, were simply things that happened that I didn’t, you know... My mother,
when they had meat at the local grocery store, when they had a supply of meat
come in, and they announced that they were going to have various cuts of meat that
they hadn’t had for some time, she would send me down and put me in line. Then
when the line got shorter, and so on, then she would come and get in line. So, I"d
stand in line for her. | stood in line for her for stockings, when they showed up. So,
she was sort of—

Stockings, nylon stockings?

Yeah, right, nylon stockings. So, they sort of dispatched me to stand in line. Well, |
didn’t know what that was all about. I mean, I just thought that was normal, you
know. And rationing of gasoline, it didn’t mean anything. We still went out to see
my grandparents in Turon and still drove out there, because my dad had an A-card,
because he was working in a defense plant. So, he could still drive, like farmers
could, almost anywhere they wanted to.

So, the impact on me was in retrospect, rather than feeling it at the time. Now,
my wife, for example, her brother was in the Army and fought in Europe. So, they
had an entirely different family feel for the war. My uncle, my dad’s brother, was in
the Coast Guard, spent the entire war in Seattle. So, it really was quite different.

Do you have any other memories that really stay with you, about growing up in
Winfield? | would think most of this is now beyond the Second World War era.

Well, you know, Winfield was a town of about ten thousand people, and so it was a
small town, and still is a small town. You walked everywhere, or you took a bus.
They did have bus service, and, if you wanted to go up to the college for some
reason, you could take the bus up there. Or you rode your bike.

| remember there were very few restrictions on where my parents would let
me go in town. There was a certain part of town, you know, probably every town,
that they didn’t want you to go there, and they warned you about, that that wasn’t a
good place to go. But generally speaking, you could come and go anywhere, as long
as you had a bicycle or were willing to walk. So, it was a real free kind of existence.

You could do things that...you know. Today, and even in with our children,
there were restrictions on how far you could walk and when you could be out and
so on. My goodness, | could do almost anything, as long as my folks knew where |
was or where they could get a hold of me. So, that’s one of the things that I
remember about that sort of freeing, of the feeling of living in a small town and
knowing a lot of people. My dad being in business and all, a lot of people knew
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who | was by sight. I"d walk downtown for some reason, why I’d see a lot of
people. They’d know me by name and all. It’s a real friendly sort of atmosphere as
well. So, | remember that probably more strongly than anything.

DePue: Did you have some brothers and sisters?

Hartley: | have a sister, nine years younger than | am, so I’m almost an only child. |
remember her mostly as a pest, (both chuckle) as she reminds me of that.

DePue: How does she remember you?

Hartley: Oh, of course, she thought I was wonderful, you know. She thought, look at all the
things he gets to do that I can’t. I looked at it just the opposite. But we have been
close, in spite of the years, and | really operated at a different level. She came
along, and she was sort of over here in her life, and | was over there in my life. We
crossed over at home and so on, but we were doing entirely different things. So, it
really was like being an only child.

DePue: But I get the impression that, otherwise, the family stayed pretty close-knit with
other relatives around the area.

Hartley: They did. There weren’t many of them, actually. These were not large families.
These were relatively small families, my mother, one of two children; my dad, one
of two children; I’m one of two children, and pretty close.

We had relatives in other parts of Kansas that were part of the Hartley
relatives, yeah. But we kept track of each other. The Geeslings, especially, were all
over western and central Kansas.

DePue: Did you go to public schools?

Hartley: 1 did. I went to Winfield public schools, all the way through, graduated from high
school in 1954.

DePue: What’s the ethnic mix that you had in Winfield, growing up?

Hartley: You know, it was white, mostly. There were a few African-American families in
town. They were in a certain part of town, the southwest part of town. That’s where
most of them lived. In school, we knew them well, and they were great athletes. We
enjoyed them and, you know, I don’t remember, I don’t have any recollection of
incidents of racism.

Of course, I’m sure it was there. This was a small town in southern Kansas. At
one time, had a Ku Klux Klan organization in town and had a Negro swimming
pool, separate from the one where the Whites went, for years, until surprisingly
recent time. And so, those factors were there. But growing up in Winfield, sort of
unaware of. ..
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The first Jew that I knew was a fraternity brother of mine in college. I don’t
believe there were any Jews in town. There were Catholics. We knew the Catholics
went to a different church, but we played ball with them and so on. It was not
anything that we thought about, particularly. So, there were Lutherans too, Missouri
Synod Lutherans, and they kept to themselves, too, religiously.

What was your religious background?

Presbyterian. All the way through. My mother and my father, who had lived there
all of his life, I think he was a seventy-five year member of the First Preshbyterian
Church. And my mother, when she came to town and married my father in 1935,
then, from that point on, she was a member, until 1998. So they were long-time—
and my grandfather as well—long-time members of the Presbyterian Church there.
And, you know, I can go back and visit in Winfield today and, you know, there are
lots of people in that church still, who remember Mother and Dad, who died about
twelve years ago, each of them. So, | hear all the old stories again. It’s good, really.

With Lutherans in town, I’m making an assumption here that there must have been
a lot of German immigrants. What was the area originally settled by?

It was originally settled, largely from Illinois, which was strongly German at that
time, Illinois and Indiana. There was a real estate man in Winfield, in the late
1800s, who was a real hustler. He would go to Illinois and talk to people there and
convince them they ought to come and look the town over. He would praise it, and
they published materials and so on. Then, they would come and visit, and he’d take
them in a touring car—as soon as they had touring cars—take them around. If they
didn’t, it was a horse-drawn, touring carriage, and show them the town and
everything.

S0, that’s the way a lot of people came to Winfield that way, early on. He
touted it as a healthy place to live, you see. So, get away from Illinois; and Indiana
was not healthy; come to Kansas, live better and be healthy. (both chuckle) He was
quite a huckster. But that was the way and awful lot of people came to Winfield.

My grandmother’s family was from Illinois. Nickel was their name, or
Neechol. They were from Germany. They were immigrants, directly from Germany
to Illinois. Aside from my name, Hartley, which is English, I’m probably 90%
German, because Indiana and Illinois where various parts of my family, came
together, they were Germans and immigrants. So that influenced. And that, I think,
is fairly typical then of the influence in Winfield.

Well, this is taking us a little bit away from your family, and certainly from growing
up, but did Winfield have any history that dated back to the pre-Civil War era, to
the Bleeding Kansas era?

No, it didn’t. (coughed) Excuse me. Some of the southern part of Kansas, probably
the eastern half of the southern part of Kansas, was Osage Indian country. By virtue
of treaty, they had certain rights to the land, until about 1870. So, when Winfield
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was incorporated, in 1870, as were most of the communities along...you know,
there were lots of people living there, illegally and everything, before they could
incorporate.

But that’s when Winfield incorporated, and they pushed the Osage Indians off
into the Oklahoma Territory at that point. So, the history of that area, the organized
settlement history, really begins around 1870.

Let’s get you into the high school years and into considering what you might want
to be doing for the rest of your life. What were your activities in high school?

Well, you know, I thought I was an athlete...
(chuckles)

...but, | learned pretty quickly that | wasn’t, as much as | enjoyed sand-lot baseball
and junior high school basketball and things like that. Played a little tennis; I was
never skillful enough to rise to perfection or anything close to it. But | generated, or
developed, quite an interest in sports. And my father, who also was interested in
sports, he taught me how to keep score, keep an official scorebook for baseball.
And | would listen to the radio games on weekends and when | was at home,
summertime. And | would score the games.

What teams were you listening to?
Oh, these were network broadcasts, so it could have been anybody...
Okay.

...any major league team. And so, | developed sort of an interest in baseball. | guess
that was the appropriate term. A lot of these things happened without my
knowledge of how they happened, so I really don’t know this, the details. When I
was in the seventh grade, the man who ran the summer recreation program in
Winfield was planning a baseball tournament, bringing in teams from all over the
state. These were high school age kids and junior high school. And he needed
someone to keep an official scorebook of that tournament. Now, how he found
out...he must have found out from my father. I can’t imagine any other way, and
Dad never...I don’t think I ever asked him. | should have. But, at any rate, through
some arrangement with my folks, they said Bobby can keep score. So, | went out
and for this week of baseball, and kept the scorebook; stayed out there all day and
all evening and kept the scorebook, and got to go to all the social functions that they
held for all of the team members and so on.

And the next year, when | was in the eighth grade, this man who was the head
of the recreation program, was the manager of the American Legion baseball team
in Winfield. So, I think must have come again to my dad and said, “This summer,
we need Bobby to keep the scorebook for us when we play.” They usually played
games on Saturdays and Sundays, during the summer. So, | kept the official
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scorebook. They made one trip out of town, and my dad and mother gave me
permission to stay overnight with the team, and | went with them. That was in the
eighth grade.

Well, at the end of the eighth grade summer, and | was about to go into the
ninth grade, there was an ice cream social (chuckles)—this is all small town stuff—
an ice cream social at the First Presbyterian Church. | was there with my folks, and
a fellow came up to me, who had been a free-lance sports writer for the local
newspaper, who was a student at Southwestern College there. He had just graduated
and was going off to work. | knew him because | gave him scores and box score
information for the paper. Anyway, so, he walks up to me at this ice cream social
and says, “Bob, you know Harry Hart, don’t you?” And I said, “Sure.” Harry was
the sports editor/managing editor of the daily newspaper there. He said, “You know,
Harry would like to talk to you about something. If you’ve got a few minutes next
week, why don’t you go by and see him.” I knew Harry, and that didn’t strike me as
anything unusual. So, I went down to call on Mr. Hart at the newspaper...cigar-
smoking guy with suspenders. He was so typical, for me, of newspaper people.

This is right out of central casting, it sounds like.

Yes, he was. He was, in so many ways. So, Harry said, “I need somebody to cover
junior high school sports for The Courier for the next school year. Are you
interested?” (both chuckle)

What am | supposed to say? | was still only thirteen years old. What am |
supposed to say? Well, gee, it sounds great, or something like that. I don’t
remember what my response was. I didn’t say “No.” I’d never written anything
close to a newspaper story, at that point. So, Harry said, “Well,” he said, “I’1l help
you. I’ll help you get started.” And so, we talked about this.

Well, I wasn’t of age. Under the law, when you work for a company with
interstate commerce, you had to be fourteen years old, or they needed your father’s
permission to work. So, | go home, you know, and explode. My dad knew all about
this. I mean, he knew all about this. And so, he said, “Well, you know, we have to
go down and sign some papers.” So, we went down to the newspaper, and he signs
his permission to let me... Actually, | was just a couple of weeks before | was going
to be fourteen, but they had to do that anyway.

So, that fall, as the junior high school football team started practice and
training and got ready for games, | started writing stories about them. And, oh, they
were just dreadful stories. I mean, you know, | remember going down to the library.
I thought, well, there’ll be some books down at the library that’1l tell me how to
write these sports stories. Well, the only books they had of that kind down there
were published in the 1920s, you know, so they were not really much help. At any
rate, | fumbled along, and Harry did help me and so on. But that began my
journalism career.
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I loved it. I got $2.00 a story. And | had some change in my pocket. My
parents never gave me another allowance after that time. | always had money that |
had earned in sports writing or something close to it. So, anyway, that’s how I got
turned on to newspaper work. I didn’t think of it in terms of journalism, because |
wasn’t that sophisticated about all of it. It was newspaper work.

Well, were there situations where, hey, the team didn’t play very well at all, and
you had to write critical stories, and you got to hear about it at school from your
buddies?

Not really in that first year, when I was doing junior high school stuff. They got
more coverage than they ever had before.

They probably liked that.

And they liked that. You know, aside from just giving the account of who scored
and who didn’t and so on. Frankly, I don’t think I knew enough about football, let’s
say, or even basketball, to be critical. | doubt if Harry Hart would have allowed me
to say it. The word to describe Harry was avuncular. He was more of an uncle than
anything else with me. So, whatever he said, | really took to heart, pardon the
expression.

At any rate, it was the next year when | branched out to cover all high school
sports: senior, junior, all sports. I was very busy. So, | felt really smart. And so, |
began to offer a little more critical commentary in the stories. Harry let it go
through, for the most part. He’d change some words here and there and make sure I
had the right pronoun antecedents and things like that, but he sort of let that... Well,
| did hear from people, and | heard from adults. That was what was interesting.

Of course, my name was Bob Hartley; my father’s name was Bob Hartley,
and the byline that 1 would get in the paper...for a while there were a lot of people
thought my dad was moonlighting—the insurance business was bad, and he was
moonlighting. (both laughing).

Well, we got that squared away. But all of that time was a really eye-opening
experience for me. And I don’t know how well I learned, but I learned a lot.

By the time you were a senior in high school, what did you think your career was
going to be?

Well, I never wanted to do anything but work for a newspaper. | mean, in terms of
adult activity. I don’t recall...my father wanted me, I think... You know, I don’t
think there was any question, he hoped that | would go into the insurance business
and be the third generation in the insurance business in town.

Well, you’re not unusual in terms of journalists who got bit by the journalism bug
first because of sports.



Robert Hartley Interview # HIS-A-L-2010-043

Hartley:

DePue:

Hartley:

DePue:

Hartley:

DePue:

Hartley:

DePue:

Hartley:

Absolutely.
Was politics on the horizon at all? Were you interested in it at all?

Not in the slightest. But | announced to my parents, when the subject of college
arose, that I intended to study journalism. That was what | wanted to do.

Did politics ever come up as a subject of discussion in the household? Did you
know where your parents fell on the political spectrum?

You know, it was almost a non-political household. I don’t recall political
discussions around the dinner table or anything, none of it. Even my grandfather,
who was still alive and well during those years, who I think was much more
political, frankly, probably because of his father and so on. I think they were old
time Democrats. They were old Stephen Douglas Democrats, you know. (chuckle)

That is old time.

Yeah. Well, in terms of, say, contemporary Democrats. But, you know, those
conversations never came up, or if they did, I forgot them, or I didn’t pay any
attention to them. You know, young kids, teenagers, got lots of other subjects they
want to talk about.

Was it possible that you could have graduated from high school and gone right into
the newspaper business, or was college always in the equation?

I never thought of it that way. I think my folks always intended for me to go to
college, and I sort of accepted that. So, I figured I would study journalism. I know
there was some guidance in high school. I had a senior English teacher who seemed
to be very interested in me—not sure why, but she was—and that I enjoy writing
and so on, even though not in formal English style. She gave me some help in that
regard.

Also, there was a printing and journalism teacher, at that time, who | had lots
of help and guidance from. I said, “Well, I think I want to go to the University of
Kansas to study journalism.” In fact, he was the one who said, “Well, think about
Missouri, the University of Missouri. They have a fine journalism school there.”

So, there were some people there who were sort of aiming me and so on. |
ended up going to Kansas, but the point is that there was some discussion there. So,
the assumption was that | was going to college, A. And B, | was going to study
journalism. | think that fell in place, and I don’t recall really ever thinking about any
alternative. Except my father. Now the only thing he said when they sent me off to
college was, “I’d like for you to take some business courses. You never know. You
might need those.” He said, “They offer courses in insurance at the University of
Kansas, and you should consider it.”

10
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| took three courses in insurance, various kinds of insurance, in the business
school, while I was in college. | worked two summers for him in the insurance
agency when | was in college. But it never changed my mind, my opinion, my
approach or anything. And he finally came to accept that, and there was never any
real serious, further discussion of the insurance business.

But it sounds like journalism wasn’t his idea of what his son ought to be doing.

He was a great sports fan, and he enjoyed... | think he liked it when | was writing
for the newspaper and so on. But I don’t think my dad had any feelings about the
newspaper business. If he did, he kept them to himself. So, he was always very
supportive, as my mother was, very supportive of what | wanted to do as a career.
So, I never felt that there was any feelings that they had about what I chose to do,
anything other than enthusiasm. | was very fortunate in that regard.

Most people who reach college go through four or five different career thoughts
before they settle down on something.

| was very impatient in college. Mostly | wanted to get on with it. I made great,
good grades, fine grades, outstanding grades in journalism, you know, and sort of
okay grades in everything else, because | wanted to get on with it.

Was there any thought about broadcast journalism?

No, not really. In those days, they had a radio sequence there in the journalism
school, and we thought mostly that they were kind of strange people. (laughs)

Well, this is in the early days of TV, as well.

Yes, but there was no activity on the TV level when I was in college. They didn’t
have any program there.

S0, the message you’re getting from your journalism professors, from the
journalism program, is that serious journalists do print journalism?

Oh, absolutely. There was never any question about that. That was the whole
emphasis of the journalism school there that it was print journalism; it was
newspaper work.

We were living with the William Allen White aspect of newspaper, down the
road in Emporia, Kansas. Of course, he was long dead, but his son was still running
the Emporia Gazette, and there were many people on the faculty who had worked at
the Gazette. So, the community journalism, newspaper aspect of life was very
strong at KU.

How about sports journalism versus getting into other aspects of journalism?

Well, you know—

11
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You smile a little bit.

As much sports writing as | did through high school and all, I did very little. When |
went to journalism school, it was news journalism. And, if you wanted to go into
sports, they had a daily student newspaper; lots of people did sports and wrote
sports and so on. | never did. | never wrote a sports story in my college career for a
newspaper. It was all straight news, and | loved it. You know, | loved the news part
of it, the straight news part of it. And while | was interested in sports and all of that,
at that point, the only thing | wanted to do was be a reporter on a newspaper.

Well, let’s take some of the other things that might help you prepare to do that:
history, political science, maybe economics. Were you taking some of these
classes?

| took those classes. As a matter of fact, my American History teacher was Dr.
Johannsen, who ended up at the University of Illinois and wrote the definitive
biography of Stephen A. Douglas and so on. So, | had some outstanding teachers. I
took the courses, but I have to be frank about it, they didn’t influence me much at
that stage. I think, subsequently, they may have. | was really—I can’t emphasize it
too much—I really had a single focus here and that was being a reporter, and it was
being a news reporter; it was covering news events.

The political aspect of it or any kind of historic...that was simply not part of
the picture, as | began my newspaper career and finished up with college. So, it was
very narrowly focused. In fact, my wife says—We were married while we were
both still in college—

What was her name?

Mary. Last name was Carttar, C-a-r-t-t-a-r. Almost all of her family came to Kansas
from Illinois, from the Effingham area.

I love talking to journalists because they always spell these things out for us.

(laughs) That just didn’t resonate. My wife says that, when she married me, | was
really pretty dull and that | was so single focused. She said the thing that amazed
her the most about me, over the years, is my acquired interest in history and politics
and all. She said, “When I married you, those subjects never came up.” So, those
were things that all developed later.

Now, you probably have already answered this, but where would you place yourself
on the political spectrum at that time?

Well, I suppose I was sort of apolitical. I don’t know; nonpolitical probably isn’t the
case. My first newspaper job, outside, after the Army, was in Twin Falls, Idaho. Of
course, there’s a story on how I ended up in Twin Falls, but the point of this is, in
that community, my first contact, my first experience, with politics as a newspaper
subject. So, | met political people.
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That southern part of Idaho was, and still is, very Republican. Even though,
during the time that | worked in ldaho, the Congressman from that part was a
Democrat for four years. But it was the experience of the political people and
recognizing the aspect of political news coverage for the first time. So, my own
feeling about politics... You know, my first presidential vote was in 1960.

So, you missed a couple of elections in there?
Well, no, that was the first one | was eligible to vote for.
Nineteen sixty? You were twenty-four at the time?

Um-huh. You didn’t vote at eighteen in those days. So, | was involved in the
political coverage of that newspaper area in 1960.

I (chuckles) remember discussing the presidential politics with my mother-in-
law, who was a devout Democrat. She was as dedicated a Democrat as | ever met in
my life. And we’re from Winfield, Kansas. She used to say that there were so few
Democrats in Winfield, they had trouble finding enough people to work the
elections. So, she always worked the elections. But anyway, | remember debating
by letter, back and forth. We saved all of these letters. They’re wonderful reading. |
wouldn’t want anybody to read them, but... So, we were debating the election. And
that’s the first time I remember that.

| remember when Eisenhower was elected. | remember all of that. | was in
school and so on. But it wasn’t part of my brain, at the time. So, that was sort of the
beginning of it. And, at that stage, I think I was probably a Democrat, but I don’t
think of it in terms of a life-long Democrat or that it was something that | had from
my family, let’s say, that it was something I picked up from them. It wasn’t that
way. So, at that point, | was never doctrinaire about it. The politics part of it, |
enjoyed from a newspaper standpoint.

Because it’s good story?

Good stories, and they were good contacts, and they were interesting people. The
candidates and the people who worked for them and ran their campaigns and so on,
| was interested in those people. And the wire service people, who covered politics
in that part of state and all, were good friends of mine. You know, the old stuff. We
sat around shot the breeze about all of that.

But that was sort of the introduction to the political part of it, for me
personally came from the work that I was doing. It wasn’t the other way around. I
didn’t seek to cover politics because | had a strong feeling or experience with
politics before that. It didn’t work that way.

What was it about journalism, then, that you loved so much, that you found and
said, This is what | want to do for the rest of my life?
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Well, the answer to that is probably pretty complicated. But | always had that desire
to be a newspaper person that I talked about before. I never lost that. If anything,
the experience that | had, experiences with newspaper people and the workings of a
newspaper, always fascinated me. I mean, I don’t remember ever losing any
enthusiasm in the entire time that | spent—almost thirty years—in the newspaper
business.

I had different jobs. | had different responsibilities, but | was always
fascinated by, and interested in, the newspaper business. And every job | had, |
thought was the greatest job I’d ever had. You know, that sounds pretty simple and
maybe even a bit naive, but that was the way it developed for me. I don’t remember
having—that doesn’t mean I didn’t, but I don’t remember having—a single thought
about leaving the newspaper business, until the time that I did leave it. And
so...when | was fifty years old.

Before that, it didn’t dawn on me that there was anything else I would do or
want to do or could do, for that matter. So, in that regard, | really enjoy that. It was
a good time to be in the newspaper business. Sure, television was coming on big
and strong, and there were other forms of journalism and so on, but newspapers
were, you know, in the ‘50s and ‘60s and even in the “70s, were still very strong. It
was still the place to be. Journalism schools were essentially still turning out people
for that kind of work.

If I had to live in a time that fit what | wanted to do, that was it, you know?
Subsequently, I don’t know. Before that, I don’t know. But, in that time period of
thirty years, that was what was important to me, and it was an important job to have
in a community and with other people, the non-newspaper people and so on. So, all
of those things, I think, came together to make it the place | wanted to be.

You graduated from college in 1958, | believe. And there’s another reality that
faces young men in 1958—at least young men in the United States at that time—
and that’s the draft.

Yes. | was married, and the only way that you could beat the draft, as we used to
say, was to have a child or to be physically unable to serve. Well, I wasn’t
physically unable to serve. My wife and | decided that that was not—we did; we did
decide—that that was not the reason to have children. We wanted to have children,
but it wasn’t to beat the draft.

We were still in Lawrence, Kansas, in the summer of 1958, and I said, “I think
I’ll go down to the National Guard.” They had a program, what they called a six
month program, in which you could serve six months of active duty and five and a
half years of reserve duty. So, | went down to the National Guard unit down there,
and they had two openings for recruits.

Do you remember what the unit was?

It was an infantry unit. Do you mean in that regard?
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Yes.

It was an infantry company.

But what the company and regiment designation was?

No, I don’t. I thought it was in the old 35th Army.

35th Division, yeah.

Division. And I probably ought to remember that unit designation, but I don’t.

See, that’s the kind of thing people like myself, who spent their career in the
military, keep track of.

I know. | know you would ask that question. | remember the interview with the first
sergeant about this; we got down to the point with filling out the paperwork, and he
said, “Well, I have to assign you an MOS number.” And I said, “What’s that?”” And
so, he said, “Well, it’s an occupation number. When you’re in the Army, you have
to have an occupation number. See, because you get three numbers, so that, if the
first choice doesn’t work out, then they go to the second or the third.” He said,
“We’re an infantry unit, so all of our MOS’s have an infantry designation, with one
exception.” And I said, “What’s that?”” And he said, “A company clerk.” He said,
“Can you type?”

(chuckles)

I said, “You ought to see me type.” And so, my first MOS was company clerk, and
the others were infantry. So, | signed up. | beat the two-year draft business, but I’ve
spent six years in the combination of active duty and National Guard duty.

So, the six months was going through basic training then advanced individual
training and then—

You did eight weeks of basic. You did eight weeks of advanced basic, and you did
eight weeks of something, | mean, work. And that was his six months and then—

Where did you go for basic and AIT then?
Fort Leonard Wood.
For both of those?

Yes. Basic, and then | was in Basic Army Administration School. | want you to
know, | had the highest score in typing for the eight weeks. (laughs)

So, you weren’t joshing the first sergeant when you told him that.
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No, that’s right. And then, | have to tell you this story because it has an application
to the newspaper business.

During the second eight weeks, | had a telephone call. And, you know, I don’t
get many telephone calls there. So, | went over to take the telephone call, and it was
an old friend of mine from journalism school, a fellow who had graduated a year
ahead of me in journalism school. He said, “I came across your name the other day.
I thought I’d call you.” I said, “Well, okay, I’'m here. What’s going on?”

He said, “Well,” (Dick Walt was one of them) he said, “These two guys,
we’re here together. We happen to be here. We’re both journalism grads at KU,
same year. We were drafted, and we were both sent to Fort Leonard Wood, and
we’re working on the base newspaper. That’s our job here, on the base newspaper
at Fort Leonard Wood.” He said, “We noticed that you’re going to be coming up for
assignment for the last eight weeks of your tour of duty and wondered if you
thought you might want to come over and work with us on the base newspaper.”

Give me a break. (both laugh) So, of course, I said, “I don’t know what I have
to do.” He said, “Don’t worry about it. We’ll take care of it at this end.” Anyway,
so | met with them then, of course. So, | ended up going to work on the base
newspaper at Fort Leonard Wood, with these two college chums and so on.

And | learned, maybe, one of the most valuable lessons in my
journalism/writing career. And that is, that almost everybody in the Army, above
the grade of major, wanted to have their picture taken and be mentioned in the base
newspaper. (both laugh) Every week—this was a weekly paper—every week we
went over to the commanding general’s office, on some trumped up news story or
something, took his picture and interviewed him about something. It was always on
the front page of the Fort Leonard Wood Weekly. (laughs) | remember that, when I
was in the National Guard and | was doing PR [public relations] for National Guard
units and everything, and it worked like a gem, all the way through. (laughs)

So, it has direct correlation to politicians and other people in power, once you got
out of the military?

That’s right, absolutely.

Okay. So, now you got done with the active duty phase of your military training,
and it sounds like you need to get yourself a job and then continue the rest of the
five and one-half years in the military, as well.

That’s right. My wife was teaching school in Winfield when I got out of the Army,
in May of ’59. And about a month before that, it dawned on me that I didn’t have a
job when | got out, work. | had two, sort of, standing offers, one at the Kansas City
Star, where | had worked when | was in college. | had worked for them as their
correspondent at University of Kansas and in Lawrence. | had that offer, and | had
one with UPI [United Press International] in Kansas City through some friends. So,
at least, I knew I could go to work. But, I didn’t want to work in either place.
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Why not?

My wife and | had concluded that we wanted to move west. | mean, talk about
making a decision based on almost nothing. | used to vacation with my parents in
Colorado, and my wife once took a trip west with her parents and so on. But we
wanted to go west. So, | got the copy of the Editor and Publisher Yearbook, that we
had there at the newspaper. | went through, and | wrote a letter to two newspapers
in eleven states west of the Mississippi and two newspapers east of the Mississippi,
one in Springfield, Illinois, and one in Indiana. | wrote them, and I sent my resume.
And | said, “Here | am. I’m ready to come to work.” And | ended up with four
offers, out of all those.

Most of the responses | got were when | sent letters to the Denver Post and the
Rocky Mountain News. They weren’t hiring anybody straight out of college. They
wrote back nice letters and said, “Get some experience and come back.” You know
how that goes.

(chuckles)

And so, | had a job offer from the Springfield State Journal, the morning
newspaper, and | had one from Valparaiso, Indiana, and | had one from a little,
small daily in Utah. Who was that? I can’t remember off-hand. Maybe it was
Logan. And then, Twin Falls, Idaho.

At Twin Falls, Idaho, there was a KU journalism buddy of mine, who was
working there as a feature writer on the daily newspaper. I’d lost track of him. But,
when | made contact with the managing editor there, after he’d responded, then he
told me my friend, John Eaton, was there and that John had felt well of me and all
of that kind of stuff. So, I called John on the phone and told him he was a liar—

(laughs)

And so on. But anyway...those were the offers. | turned down the Springfield
newspaper. It was the second best pay offer: $85 a week. | turned them down
because | didn’t want to work mornings. I don’t...a morning newspaper...Don’t ask
me why. | made up my mind. | thought that that would interfere with my family
life, if | had to—

DePue: If you’re working a morning paper, that means you’re burning the midnight oil to get

Hartley:

DePue:

ready for it?

Yeah, | was going to have to work nights, and I didn’t want to work nights. I guess
that was my reasoning. Otherwise, it was exactly the kind of job | wanted. It was a
reporter/copy editor job that they had. So, I turned them down.

Pardon me for saying this, but you turned down some assignments that sounded to
me like much more on the fast track in the world of journalism than maybe the Twin
Falls Times News would have been?
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Absolutely. Absolutely and I must have been insensitive to that or...I’m not sure. If
| wanted to go to work, why didn’t I go to the Kansas City Star? | mean, | had a
reporter’s job waiting for me there. But we wanted to go west, (chuckles) and so we
did. I went to this little 20,000 circulation...actually there were a morning and
evening paper in Twin Falls, Idaho. And, | have to tell you, that in at least one
respect, maybe two, | could not have chosen a better place to go in terms of my
career and in terms of my interests.

Could I say that that wouldn’t have happened in Springfield? No, I can’t say
that, because Springfield might have...in fact both of those might have been the
case there. But I know they were the case in Twin Falls. And, they weren’t the
reasons | went there. | mean, these things happened, while | was there for four
years. So, that’s how we ended up at the end of my training.

So, we go out there. | had to sign up for National Guard duty. The
headquarters company of the Standing Armored Cav [Cavalry] Regiment, that
covered the state of Idaho, was in Twin Falls. So, | go down to sign up with them.
A fellow who was the adjutant there was Larry Laughridge, and Larry was a...let’s
see, what did he do? He was a businessman in Twin Falls. I think he was a retailer.
He was a major. And Larry signed me up for duty. He said, “We have just the job
for you.” I said, “What’s that?”” He said, “This regiment needs a PR guy.” And, I
said, “Have you ever had one?” He said, “No.” So, he installed me. As you know
from your Army duty, | had to have a designation. They didn’t have a designation
for a PR person. So, I think | was assigned to the S-3 Division.

Well, that would have been the operations...my guess would have been the
personnel office.

No, it was either... Two is intelligence, wasn’t it?
Right.

Actually, it was S-2. | was just assigned to it, you know. | never did anything with
them, but | suppose | had to be on the roster in some capacity. But, everybody knew
what my real job was, and that was to get publicity for the National Guard units,
throughout the state of Idaho, in all of these little dusty, dingy places in Idaho. (both
laugh) Most of which | had never heard of, but anyway...So, for the first two to
three years, before we moved back to Illinois, that’s what I did.

We’d go to summer camp and, while everybody else was out in the desert
getting dirty and running tanks and everything out there, | had a dark room and a
place where | could sleep and take a shower every day, back at the
barracks.(laughs) And I cranked out news stories.

I had one of those old four by five cameras that they bought. They bought lab
equipment. 1 did all of my own photo lab work and so on. | ground out pictures of
generals and colonels and majors (both laugh) and articles every day. | did that for
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two weeks. | did it for the time before we went, and | did it while | was there for
two weeks. | never worked so hard, and I’m honest about that. I worked hard.

I wasn’t out there toting a rifle or anything, but I worked night and day to do
this job, because I loved it. | got the biggest kick out of doing it because everybody
ran the story. They didn’t care what they were. They ran them because they’d never
had them before. All these little towns had a company in the regiment, and these
folks would go off to camp every summer, and nobody would ever hear from them.
Now, all of a sudden, they were getting pictures and everything. They loved it. The
local newspapers ate it up, so | had a great time. That was my first experience.

Then we moved to Illinois, and I had to sign up—this was in *62—I had to
sign up for National Guard duty. We were living in Belleville. The unit in East St.
Louis was an infantry unit. I didn’t want to join an infantry unit, not after what I’d
been doing. So, I looked around to see what they had on the St. Louis side, the
Missouri side, for the National Guard unit. They were all infantry units, except for
one.

At Jefferson Barracks, they had a standing battalion, a construction battalion.
That’s a stand-alone construction battalion down there. So, | went down to see what

it was all about. Went down to talk to the permanent person there and just so
happens that the CO, [commanding officer] who lived in Edwardsville, Illinois,
happened to be down there doing something. He was a teacher at SIU-Edwardsville,
and so I met him. So, we were standing there. We were talking, and he was asking
me about what I had done and what I’d done in this unit in Idaho. They said, “Well,
that sounds like something we need.” (both chuckle) So, | joined the battalion in
Jefferson Barracks, and they made me their public information guy, you know,
again. By that time, I think 1 was an E3; | was a sergeant. And the only slot that
they had for a sergeant was...I don’t know, was some battalion job. I don’t even
remember now what it was. They may have stuck me. Still in intelligence or
something. But anyway, it didn’t make any difference, because | never did that job.
They bought me all the equipment | needed, the photo equipment, and everything
else. I went two years there, two summers, to camp. And both of those, they had a
special assignment, because of what they were as a construction battalion.

They were assigned to rehab an old World War 11 base, over near Nevada,

Missouri, called Camp Clark, which hadn’t been active since, | suppose, the late
1940’s. And they wanted to make it into a Missouri National Guard training camp.
So, for two years, the two summers, that’s where this unit trained. What they were
doing was that they were putting up buildings. They were building, doing
construction work.

DePue: Which is great photographic—
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Great stories, great stories. The Kansas City Star and the Joplin and Springfield
papers in Missouri, they sent staffers down. They sent photographers down, you
know. So, it was a replay of all of that stuff that had happened. So, I did that for two
summer camps. Then | got out of the National Guard. That was my military.

I know, as a military person you hate to hear that, but I just was flat out lucky.
| got to do things that were related to the newspaper business, whereas | would have
been bored to tears having to go drill every weekend or whenever we did, like
everybody else did. So, | was very fortunate.

But still, as a National Guardsman, that’s just two weeks in the summer and one
weekend a month. So, that leaves plenty more time, getting back to Twin Falls,
Idaho, for the rest of your journalism career. So let’s talk a little bit more about that,
in terms of what you learned there and the early development of your career.

Good. | mentioned there were really two things that happened to me there that were
significant then and later on. It was a small paper, 20,000 combined circulation,
morning and evening. It had a small news staff; it was independently owned, locally
owned, and there were a lot of turnovers. The editors-type jobs, the managing
editor, news editor, night editor were more stable. But at the reporting level, they
came in and went out the door, almost as fast as they came in. So, | got to work
every job in the shop as a fill-in and special assignment, I mean, nights, days. I did
work nights, by the way. | got to every job in the shop.

And one day, the fellow who had been, what they call the news editor—which
in terms out there, really it was just a copy editor—worked on the desk, quit and
left. The managing editor came to me and asked me if I’d like to try out for that job.
I don’t know if try-out was the right word. He wanted to know if I knew how to edit
copy, | guess. | said, “I’d love to; I’d like to try it.”” Because, no matter what job you
had in that shop, you did a little of everything, even what title you had. So, | moved
to the desk. | was probably in that job for a year. When they needed a special
assignment thing, 1 did reporting. But every day, | came in to edit copy.

The city editor sat over here and fed me the copy to write headlines and edit.
The wire editor sat to my right. And the three of us are the ones that essentially put
the paper out every day. That turned me on, then, to the rest of the newspaper
office. I liked the reporting, and | was challenged by that. Even in Twin Falls, they
had some pretty good stories there.

But working on the desk, working with reporters, giving assignment, editing
copy, seeing what you did at the end of the day, even if you didn’t write a story, you
knew the ones you edited; you knew the headlines you’d written. It changed my life
in terms of a newspaper career. It turned me on to a part of the business that | really
had not thought much about.

Then, before much longer, the city editor left. He’d been there a number of
years. He went to Napa, California. So, the managing editor asked me if | wanted to
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be the city editor. As the city editor, then, | really ran the newspaper. The managing
editor was off doing other things. So, I ran the whole newsroom. And I ran the daily
paper. | just...l was really happy with that. It was such a challenge.

And even though that may not have been the ideal learning environment, out
there in Twin Falls, 1daho, with the people | worked with. Actually, the long-time
editors there were very skillful and very good. | learned a lot from them. They
taught me a lot. They helped me learn about editing a paper and how to get it out,
what to put in it and everything else. You know, | had done all of that in college,
but it just didn’t ring a bell with me like this did.

So, that was the first thing. Twin Falls, Idaho, of all places on the map, sort of
opened by eyes to the opportunities that existed beyond being a reporter, as much as
| enjoyed reporting.

If you’d stuck with Kansas City, you would have been doing reporting work, I
would assume, for your first two or three years.

Absolutely. Yeah, absolutely. Now Springfield, I don’t know what would have
happened. I had no sense of the staff arrangement. While it was not a really small
paper, | suspect it had some of those characteristics, and so, maybe opportunities
came along. But these opportunities were really bang, bang, bang. We got a new
publisher during the time that | was there, a new owner and publisher, and they
liked me and I liked them. So, I got to do things that | was really fortunate to do. So,
that’s number one.

The Twin Falls Times News was really a back-woodsy operation, in a lot of
ways. For example, political coverage: the only political coverage they did, outside
of the local community, was wire service. This was the second largest newspaper in
Idaho; the first was in Boise. They did no coverage; they sent no staff coverage
outside of the county Twin Falls was in. So, they used wire service stuff. | mean, if
it happened in Boise or Pocatello or Idaho Falls, they’d used wire service, no matter
what it was, politics.

When it came to the local, the managing editor was so afraid that he would be
co-opted by political people that he set up a rule. First of all, there was no staff
coverage of partisan politics. Local politics was different; county attorney race or
something like that, we wrote about that. But if it was a congressional race or even
a legislative race, we’d note, “no staff coverage.”

When the U.S. Senator came to campaign, Henry Dworshak was his name, a
Republican. He would come to town, and Henry would come to the office. He’d
meet with the managing editor, and he’d meet with the publisher. Then he’d issue a
press statement. He’d issue a written statement, and we’d run the statement in total.
We’d run the whole thing. It was never edited for anything; we’d run it. That’s the
way they covered politics. Well, talk about a static kind of approach. Well, the
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political people in town were laughing at us all the time, and they had for years. So,
nobody at the paper worried about that.

Got a new publisher and a new owner in 1961, and the new publisher came
from Minneapolis. He had never worked for a newspaper before. His career had
been at the Green Giant Pea Company in LeSeuer, Minnesota. But he was a good
friend of the new owner, who lived in Minnesota and did not intend to move to
Twin Falls, Idaho. So, he hired him as the publisher. So, he came to town. Well, he
had been reading the Minneapolis Star-Tribune all of his life, and that was his
concept of what a newspaper was like, even if you were in Twin Falls, Idaho. So,
one of the things he noticed first of all was this sort of cockamamie approach to
local political coverage.

So, in the fall of 1961, the Western Republican Conference was held at Sun
Valley, which was about eighty miles north of us. And, of course, Barry Goldwater
was going to be there; Richard Nixon was going to be there; all of western type
Republicans were going to be there. It was a big deal. So, the new publisher came to
the managing editor, who he didn’t like—they didn’t like each other, was really the
case—but anyway, he went to the managing editor. He said, “How are we going to
cover this conference up there?” And they said, “AP [Associated Press] will be
there, and we’ll run the AP story.” He said, “No we won’t. We’re going to send
somebody up there. They’re going to cover that. “So,” he said, “who’s your
political reporter?” (both laugh) The managing editor said, “We don’t have one.”
The publisher told me about this conversation. That’s why | know how it went. He
said, “We don’t have one.” So he said, “Well, do we have a reporter who you can
trust, that you can send up there to cover this?” And the managing editor said,
“Well, maybe.” So, he goes to the city editor, the managing editor does, and he said,
“What do you think about sending Hartley up to cover this political convention up
there?” And the guy is a good friend of mine, and he said, “Are we going to do
that?” (both laugh) The managing editor said, “Yes, we’re going to.” He said, “Why
shit, Hartley can do it.” He said, “I don’t have any problem with that.” Anyway, so
I’m the news editor; that was my title. So, the managing editor comes to me and
says, “Ya-da-da-da-da- You’re going to be covering this conference. You’d better
start preparing yourself. We’ll send you up there, and you’ll be up there the whole
week, filing stories for both morning and evening papers, while you’re up there.”

I’d never done anything like that. I mean, I never, I never, I’d never been
away from the newspaper office, covering an event for a week-long, covering a
subject that I didn’t know anything about, to speak of. I mean, | knew something
about it, but I’d never covered it. Well, anyway, so that’s what happened. They sent
me up to cover this.

Well, of course, Life Magazine was there; all the big city newspapers were
there and all of their press guys. It was a fascinating, fascinating environment. The
best time was at the lodge bar every evening, where the newspaper people gathered
and told stories. But, anyway, so | covered this.

22



Robert Hartley Interview # HIS-A-L-2010-043

DePue:

Hartley:

DePue:

Hartley:

DePue:

The other aspect of this, just to show you how sort of backwards they were at
the paper, they didn’t give bylines to anybody. In the entire time that | worked
there, up to that moment, I’d never seen a byline in that newspaper by any of the
staff people. The managing editor believed that, if you started giving bylines out,
that the reporters would think they were good, and they’d leave.

(chuckles)

They left anyway. They didn’t need an excuse like that. So, we didn’t have any
bylines. The other editors complained about this all the time and tried to lobby to
get it. They wouldn’t do it. Well, the new publisher said, “Oh, and by the way,
Hartley gets a byline on every story he writes from Sun Valley.” So, (laughs) he
didn’t tell me then. I mean, they didn’t tell me this. So, | just assumed that | was
going to be filing stories, and you know, wouldn’t have any name on them or
anything. But, my wife says, she picked up the paper the first morning, and there
was a byline, “Robert Hartley, News Editor” byline. So, that was my introduction to
political coverage. And, again, just a case of being in the right place at the right
time and not, apparently, needing any experience.

So, those things happened to me there, which I tell people, | worked at the
Twin Falls Times-News, and they sort of blink a couple of times. And they say,
“Well, what happened after that?” But there were things that did happen when I was
there that influenced my work later and what | was interested in. That was sort of an
incubation place for me, in that regard.

I wonder if you could take just a couple of minutes to tell us about the hierarchy of
the newspaper business, in the news room perhaps, because you mention copy
editor, city editor, managing editor, publisher. What’s the steps from the ground up,
if you will?

The reporters, obviously. Usually, most papers then had copy editors who handled
copy and wrote headlines and so on. But the main next step was city editor, in
almost every newsroom. | used to say that it was the most important job in a
newspaper of any size, because that’s where the action was. Everything happened
around the city editor. The city editor made it happen. He either handed out
assignments through other people or...but he talked directly to the reporters. So, the
city editor then, was at the center of the newsroom activity. They have a sports
editor and they had, in those days, a women’s editor and things like that. But, still,
the real action was at the city editor level. They had the power. In fact, they could
influence those other editors and what they wrote and everything else. Everybody
looked to that person for guidance and everything. So, the newspaper was really the
result of that person’s influence, every day.

Was that, in part, a function of what the public wanted to be reading about?
Obviously, you mentioned already, that people wanted to see their own names and
stories they could directly relate t