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Abstract
Paul Blanchette, Veterans Remember, VRK-A-L-2008-030

Biographical Information Overview of Interview: Paul Blanchette was born on May
20, 1934 in Bradley, Illinois, near Kankakee. His father worked as a general maintenance
man, but with eleven children, it was a hard life growing up. Paul discussed life on the home
front during World War 11, working at the Roper Stove Company, and dropping out of high
school early. Instead, he enlisted in the Marine Corps in late 1951. Paul received training in
general maintenance skills, then volunteered for service in Korea. He was sent, instead, to
Japan for occupation duty, working as a unit armorer (small arms maintenance) for the 3rd
Engineer Company, in the 3rd Marine Division. He was stationed on Camp Okubo, a small
compound between Nara and Kyoto. Paul talked extensively about occupation duty in Japan,
including relations between American military personnel and the Japanese people.

Blanchette returned to the United States in 1954, and worked in a variety of jobs over the
next few decades, including as a policeman in Kankakee, as a salesman, and in a variety of
management positions. In the mid 1980s he found himself out of work, and turned to an old
family friend from Kankakee, George Ryan, then Illinois’ Lieutenant Governor. Ryan helped
Blanchette get a job with the state, specifically at Central Management Services.

Topics Covered: Life on the home front during World War I1; the Roper Stove
Company; Marine Corps basic training; U.S. Marine Corps on occupation duty in Japan;
rationing in Japan; Japanese-American relations; Japanese bath houses; Okubo, Japan; 3rd
Marine Division; integration of the military; George Ryan;

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to
preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the
memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge.
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