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Sharpe Hello and welcomeMy name is Bob Sharp@&his is an interview of Gus
Speder, Springfield, Illinois, for the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library
Oral History ProjectGood morningGus.

Speder Good morning, Bob.

Sharpe Gus, could you start by telling us when you were born and where you were
born and a little bit about your family?

Speder: Okay.Well, my name is Gus
Speder, Gustasdolf Johann
Spederl was born on Novembe
27,1941, in Rummelsburg,
Germany, and currently residing
here in Springfield, lllinois, with
my wife. We have three
children.Of cour se,
athome anymord hey 6 r e ¥ a
over the United State®e have
one daughter living in St.
Charles, Missouri, ather

Wedding picture of Anna Fressdorf Speder
and Johann Speder, G
1935.
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daughter living in Champaign, lllinois, and our son lives in Phoenix, Arizona.
Sharpe Could you tell us about your family membgasthe time you were born?

Speder Well, I was born in 1941and | was born in
Rummelsburg, Germany, as | mentioradeady
My dad, at the time | was born, was living in
Sintauten He was called in for the service in 194
| believe it wasl was two years old at that point,
but | dondt r emembaAnd
then he went off to war and never came
baclké was MIA, missing in action, anfgve] never
heardanything more about him at all.

My mom,well, we lived far eastern in
Germany and by Lithuania, in
Sintautenthere When the war
came, we had to flee the
Russian frontSo, we moved
towards the westaind then we
were caught up with this whel
mess of moving with the fronts.
When the Russian front moved
westward, we moved westward
When the Russian front moved
eastward, we moved eastd we
were caught up in the turmoil of Gus as a babyheld by his mother, and his
the time in 19426 4 (&Iock brother, Walter, on the left.
striking) What else in regards to
my family back then? have a brother.

Sharpe When did the fronts start moving at that point?

Speder Well, see, the front startlmoving roughly inl942, | believe it waslhis was
when, you know, Germgrhad decided to attack Russldey were very
successful at the beginning,Butshen we di d

when the Russians became more forceful and started driving the Germans

bad, well, we were living in the German territoiyWe had to move with the
Germansbecause we tried to get away from the Russians, at least my parents

did, not I.I mean, | was with them, but, yeah, we had to move with the fronts,

and thenwhen the Germansecame strong again, they moved the Russians
eastwardSo, we had to move with them again, with the Germansg we

coul dndét get owuciouslyrhovingtback andforth anlthe, | us't
fronts.
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Sharpe Who were the members of your family at thrae?

Speder At that point, we had two aunts, my grandmother and my mtblwomen, no
men aroundMen were in the <
service.

Sharpe Did you have a brother that was
with you?

Speder | had a brother withmeéde 6 s

olderHe6s three vy
I. His name is Walter, and he
currently lives in Florida,
Melbourne, FloridaHe has two
daughters and a wife, of courséer  Gus at age two, withis mother anchis
name is Margaret and tldlea u g h 1 brother.

names are Sharon and Maria.

Sharpe What was your motherdéds name?
Speder Anna Anna Berthalike the Big Bertha, Bertha.
Sharpe When you would mow the first time, if you remember tiisthat the fronts

moved, would you just abandon your heusnd what would you take with
you?What happened at that point?

Speder Just basicallythe clothes on yourdaek.That 6 s all you coul d t
And you had to find your own transportatidrnere were horsdrawn
wagonsnot coaches like we had hete6 m t al ki ng about wago
wagonsand just try to move with the front, moving along, get away.

Shape How would you get notice of this?

Speder Ah, t hat ,howdheykidetv ablout thakhey just moved aheddf]
the fronts or withthefront4 dondét r ememberAlllany of th
remember isback in194Q must have beeh 4 @ 4 ds we vere moving back
and forth, because at that p@nSomehow | remember this one, because we
were staying in a barnd by barnl mean there was a hay barn, but there
was not hay in therdhere was straw in there, straw balesorder to hide
from the Russins when theycame, passed us bye hid in these barns, but
in a very unique fashion, because what they fady had the bales stored in
the barn, but then hollowed out underneatimthée straw bale§h at 6 s
where we sleptyou know, you pulled onerawo bales out of the front and
then behindthere was a big opening or like a little room inthdrdr at 6 s
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where we went and slept at nigkt not to be caught up with the Russian
fronts.

Not only the Russians, but also the Polish, because at timatipei
Polish really, really disliked the Germai®®,t hat 6 s o nWejusty ou
stayed ahead of the frofthis was my grandmother, my aunt and my mom

and my brother, of course.
During the day, then, where would yaay?Would you still stg in the barn?

Oh, yeah, we stayed there by the b&¥ie. stepped outside, of course, but at
night, we slept inside of it.

Do you remember how long you did thpersonally

(sigh) The one | remember, probably about a couple othmsoat leastAt
least a couple of months.

A couple of months long?
Yeah.
Were there soldiers nearlyr did they just move past?

They movedThey usually passed by, you knohere were armoedtrucks
and heavy equipmémoved past each time, each directidaah.

Do you remember any of your other neighbors, where they would hide out
and did any of them get caught?

Oh, yeahOthers were there with ué/e were not the only ones in the barn.
There weralways, you know, four or five, six familigke that.But usually
were all females, apparently, or very old men, because all of the rest were at
war. But, yeah, it was not just us by ourselwd& had a lot of company.

How would you get foodrad water and so on?

Living off the countrysideWe find a cowwe milk the cow and stuff like that
and begginglté kind of hard to imagine how it was back th€here were
villages thereThis was outside of a villagbecause farngs if you know
typical farms in Germany, you donot
sitting nowhereUsually farns were like little small villages, like six, seven
farm housesclustered in one areand then they farm the area around there.
So, in other words, wimewe went to the farmers and asked for food or begged
for food, basicallymilk and fresh water.

kno

h a\
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Why werent6t they | eaving, as well ?

Ah, because they were the residents théte were the DPRlisplaced
persons]We were the ones who werieked out from the area where we
were, where the real battles were taking plates was transient area
between.

What would you do as a kid amuse yourself (Speder laughs) during the day
or did you havé

The only thing | remember seell, that | was pretty sick.had typhoid.
At what age was this?

This is at age of almost thrdewvas almost three years old thafeah, | had

typhoid and | had a great bdgsome kind of growth coming on top of my
head.Yeah.l still got a spot right therdt® a different color hair, as a matter

offactI mean, t hat.®dhen, yohlkeaownwpeople said towg s

mo m, AYou might aHe 6we Idle aalh @&n dyoru  tkinm.w,
whi ch séledndi «dtnibltl here today.

How about your brotherés health?

Health?Well, he survived itl mean, we all had typhoidlVe all had thatl
mean, once youor e @& fromthéwaterthatryeuarnk y ou kn
and we all had typhoid.

Did you have any medicaltantion at allduring that time?

No. There was none availableone available at al(clock chime) ItGs just

like in any war situatiopexcept i6s different nowNowadays people usually

have food or something for sustenari®et back thentwasy oudr e on you
own.So,t her eds nothing, not hing avail abl e

The first time you did thisyou remember it lasting several monthsd then
what happened at that point?

Well, then we went back towards the ebsttause the Germansnee
beconing powerful again, or strond he front moved towards the east, so we
had to move with the front

Were you then able to retutoyour home?
No. We never got backever got that famever got thatfarTh at 6 s why | s

we werelike displaced peoplé&ou know, when there was one area that was
taken over by the Russians, held by the Russians, we had to get out,of there
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because they just hated even German civiliahthat pointSo, we moved
from the east towards the west tp o go to GermanyBut then when the
front moved the other direction, we were forced to go the other way again,
towards the east.

What forced you to go that waygit just food or shelter ér

Food, shelter and get away from the shogqtjugt get away from the conflict
that was goingon atthetimé.hat 6 s what | remember ano
us.You know, we just trying to get away from things.

And there was a large population, basically, doing this same thing?
Yes, avhole lot of people, a lot of peoplgeah.

And everyone was trying to live off the country?

T h a t, éactlyithat,yeah.

Were the crops being planted?

Yeah, but much of the crop was destroyed by the sentiéesaimat like a
slash and burn type of situation, wher
the others.

Let 6s go back f oWhadonou remmembeer aboufyouve ¢ o ul

mot her s family history and what her D
Oh,1 0 v esong papersinregardstotdiat. donét know very mu

to be honest with yolAll I know is, she told me that her grandparents

migrated fromWedphalia_ towards the easMy grandfather and my great

grandfather both were blacksmitlagsd they meed fromWestphalial mean,

my greatgreatgreatgreat grandfather moved frowlestphaliaeast towards

the Lithuanian border, way out east, which would be East Prussia.

But you donét know the reason for that

You know, | alwayghought about that, why did the{t] might have been
because the Russiams that point in historywanted German farmers for the
lands.! al ways thought ab@weornot., but | do

But see, my ances®were not farmerd.ike | sad, they were
blacksmiths, both of them wergs a matter of fact, the one I just vaguely
remember wasn 1948t hat 6 s wad leenvash élacksmith.d
remember him.
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This was your mothero6s father?
My mot he,rightyedhat her

How did he die?

Starvationin East Germany in 1948.

Was he with you at the time?

No.He was in a DP camp in East Germaaryd we were staying at a farm
house My mom was working as a maid oréasvhat do you want to call#
Y ou milk the cows and all that stuff.

Did you see yougrandfather during this time?

Just the one tim®ne timewhen he was in a DP camgnd he came from the
DP campl mean, they brought hinby a wagon, to where we wefhen he
went ba& and he died.

What was his health like when you saw him?

Oh, very frail.And he used to be quite a robust guy, a robust guyhike
blacksmiths wergback thenBut he was just a skeleton.

Do you know which displacement campvkas in?

No,|  d dtds dght outside a little town callddesowin East Germanyl.

dondt know whatl thealhlayed omh dlidtl Kl vahea.vaeb o
to ask my brother about that/e never sat down and talked about that at all.
dotkkow.That 6s a time you want to forget.
What about yoWourf aftahtehredrsd ssifdaen?i |y ?

Hmm.

Do you know your paternal grandfather or grandmother?

Nopenopenopel dondét know anythingyaldout th
certainly dondt .

You donét know whdé&re they were from or
You know, | never asked that questibnever even gave it a second thought.

I 61 | have to ask my Heanghtlkkrew maretaboutt al |
it than | do.But no I dondt know anything about
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| know he had @ well, he had a brotheHis brother migrated to the
U.S., the United Statelere back in the teensde lived in Philadelphigand
then he had my aunthat was his sister, who was with uk gbu know, for
all those trials and tribulations we went throug§he lived inWest Germany
all those timesShe diedBack in early eighties, she passed away.

Were either of your aunts married, the ones that were with you?

Oh, yeah A different namea completely different nam&ehr was the name,
Z-e-h-r, yeah, and her name was ApnAana Zehysame as my momos
Anna.

Was her husband in the servies well?

Yes, yeah.

Both of them?

Missing alsgmissing in actionyeah.

And they never heard of him again?

No, never of him againno, because they were both pulled into the service
late, back irb 4 Bpparently some of the people that were put into service,
into the armed services, | ggs were sent to the Russian frpahd ifs just,

just chaos there, apparently.

And again, just to revisit this a little, you really have almost no memory of
your father?

No.

Because he left when you were two.

None whateever.| mean, absolutely none.

And what about your brothef?oes he have a memory that he ever shared
with you?

Yeah he did but we never sat down and talked about that tWe.really
haveTlnhéatt.6 s why | sai drwithlomandtallgthings t o

out about the times, what they were like back then.

After your father left for the war, was there any contact between you or with
you?

ge

r
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No.

Or with your mother?

He might have with my mom, but west never talked aboutit. dondt know
why. All I remember is that he lefand he came back on@nd then he left

again and then was gorfer all thattimeT hat 6 s al ILikell said,e me mber
we just didnét converse too much about

Do you remember his visit backave any impression of it?

No. I like to think itwas, butljugtl r e al | ytseemasiike & dreai,y .
that | do r emembejrushti nt,anyéett slaydommde .wa

Do you remember howour mother reactedluring this timeabout your
father being gone or the visit or anything like that?

No,no.l just dondét recall any of that at

And during this time, your mother, when she was able, was she working at
all? Were thee jobs available for heN¥as there any source of income?

You mean when he was gone?

Yes.
No, she wasnot Snhoer kwansgn Gatt Shelwek atnigmeat a
housewife back them. mean, shedd | upasdishemaai nt ai n t

helping my grandfather with his business in a blacksmith shop.
And what city was that in?

That was in Sintauter®s-i-n-t-a-u-t-e-n, SintautenB u t I doerdt rememi
much of that at all.

Was your brother going to school at thiate?Or were you?
No, during the war timeHe a v e n 6 s Thera Wwas no schodtverybody
was on vacation back then (chuckl|especially for the DP personsho had

no residency therfstatic noisejJustgoahead. 6 1 I j ust Hmd. d it r

Is there ay more that you remember about your family,|ldering that tine?
What did kids do to play?

Well, the only times that | really remember or can think and relate to at the
time was probably, | would say, in 194&causebetweernd 4ahd 1948, we
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lived in Germany, in East Germariyybecame East Germarnywas after the

warThat was in a | itt| eesbw Wasovovaithlised Nes
oh, I would say, oh, about a hundred miles south of the Baltid/gedved at

the farm and my mom was working as a maid there

And whatdidwe do7h at 6 s al so t h,becduseines | r e
started going to first grade, to schaddhat did we do to play®/ell, we used
all those good things that were left over fromwae, which | mentioned to
you once beforgbecausewhen the German troops went back, were driven
back by the Russians and, you know, there are bomb craters that were there
Well, the bomb craters always became good places for where the Germans
dropped altheir munitions, their guns and so forth, all the war articles,
dropped them in there.

This is when the war ended?

Well, this was afterthewab, A bhat 6 s what | sé&§, bet we
t hat 6 s wh e Nouknow, ewear to balok When you asked the
guestion in regards to playing, becaus

That 6s whMWeatidpagWeddrdee ki ds and | oved to
that kids love to doOf course, we playedith all thedropped off goodies

tha 6 s from t he w,ahattheyfleft belindietaese tbey| di er s
di dndot want to take anything back with
towards the west hey just dropped everythinghey left trucks behind, tanks
behind.You name itAnd, of couse, as a little kid, of five, six years old, you

love to play in all those things.

Sa in the area where you wetbere were abandoned vehicles?

Oh, yeahAbandoned trucksAbandoned oh, | rememberone tank was

parked, as a matter of tacight behind the farm house in which we lived.

Like | said earlier to you, that the farms were not isolated farm houses all over

the placeThey hadsections ofive, six, seven, eight, sometimes up to ten

farm housesclustered to make up a villagehis village in which we lived,

like | said was called sov There they had plenty of abandoned material
fromthewarThat 6 s what we played with, all
ammunition.

We took the shells apart, took the powder out frorder tlem. People
my brotherds age, as a mat tyuknowf f act ,
grenades that were left ov@&ut they played safe with theut safe is not
safe enouglbecause a lot of friends were killedy two friends were killed
at that tme, the same age as | was.

Do you know the circumstances of those?

10
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Speder: Yeah.Playing with grenades, calledpanzerfaustYou know, they had the
panzerfausare quite unique little thingbecause they had a little string on
them, a little ceamicring on themWe always want those ceranmings.And
the only way to get those silly things off, you have to pull th8onyou can
get the ceramic, the whole rope comes out then, and yoedathnse

Well, it was not too lucky for a couple of lsidrhey were not fast
enough or they went off early or whatever it was, it just blew them up.
Usually the older kids, like fourteen, thirteen, fourteen yadikids are the
ones that are the more daredevils, so to spdaktwasdangerousBut alsq
we found a lot of times, they had soldiers were buried there,Alsé y ou 6 d
see is the gun sticking in the groumdth a helmet up on topté almost like
you see it in the movieBecausewhen the frontsnoved, theywere moving
fast and a lot of thing[were]left behind.

Sharpe: Were the guns and helmets taken and played with?
Speder: Oh, yeahBut not only that, w just played with thenThere were so many of
themaroundtk mean, there were so.lmamy, you

rifles, even mackmie gunsAs a matter of fact, later on, it was beginning to be
cleaned up somewhat, but not very much

| knew when my mom was working the fields, you know, when the
women were working in the fields, the kids were at the hedges, sitting, playing
on the banketin the grassl mean at the hedges, they had in the ditghight
next to the fieldsthat was a place whetkings were abandone@rucks were
pulled in thereafter the war and justegan taleteriorateTh at 6 s,alsgh er e
the guns were throwmd ammunitiongrenadesanything they could get rid
of, so they could move faswere left behind.

Sharpe: What sort of play did you do with all of these?

Speder: Well, we played war, for one thin.ou know, we hoped the guns were
empty.We 6 d them atmdch othelEven as a little kid, those guns were
heavy.They were pretty heavWe took the guns and took the bullets out of
the shellsThey had the powder inside of theftat powder was highly
flammable andwhen we saw a paved raadvhich was aspdit paved back
then, not concreté@ what we did waswe spread the powder in a letter and
then lit it up It just burned itright into the asphalt.mean, it just stayed there
forever, itseemslikdt mi ght be st il | Itdéubtitteat t oday,
it would last that long.

As a matter of fact, sometimes we tried to detonate the shells, set off
the primers on them, by using hammers or anything that was hard, even rocks.
You know, t hey @Bdcayseowridmdate th ayv egtlafeedr. e wo r k
were the real fireworks we ha@ind, yeah, there were a lot of accidents back

11



Gustav Speder Interview # IM-A-L-2011-050

then.Our parents told us not to play with any of that stuéave it behing
dondt .Wellutbdtomedmore and more temptifigh at 6 s what it
for us.

Also, which Imay have mentioned it to you befpkait when they
moved in the fronts, the trains were running in those ddysrailroad trains
werebringing supplies back and forthll the time Well, we rode the trains,
too, but not in the car$Ve were riding ontte bumpers of thenhwas not, my
mom was straddling and holding on to me, envision something likeAteat.
you familiar with trains in Germany?

Sharpe: No.

Speder: Theyodre a | itt In&Geraany, theetnaie cans, whehthey her e.
cometogethe, t hey have two bumpers stickin
Thatwdhen you bump the cars, (tlikethigol | spr

Bump like this, but they retract themselves like thiéell, we rode on those
instead of riding on the traiman thewagonT hat 6 s hoMmeamd di d i |
did, and | was riding with my mom.

Sharpe: You just traveledrom town to town or just
Speder: From one area to another, you know, like thirty or forty miles, hitched a ride
that way, on the bumpemly broher real |l y remembers tha

one that told me about it, riding on the bumpers on the trains.

Sharpe: And this was done frequently?

Speder: Oh, yeahTo move back and forthve did thatl me a n ,, soto smbakd n 6 t
but, yeah.

Sharpe: Again, at the time when the war endeld you remember the war endinD®@

you have a memory of that specifically?

Speder: Yeah.T hat 6 s wWedfihallylsettedaat adfarm and lived in a rod@an
you believe itAWe had a roomWe stayed in one roogmmy mom, my brother
and I.We stayed in one room we hagb on the second floor of a farmhouse.
That 6s wher e s hnalking the dovesé&nd &hairniag ther buited,
making the syrup from beetscemember all those thingEhose | remember,
but othervise2 my mom, when she worked, even the farmers, they were kind
of harsh,tooyou know, we | acked foodShand di d
stole milk from themas she was milking the cowShe had & back thenpa
thermo® you know, hot water bottle¥.ou knowwhat they are?

Sharpe: Could you describe them?

12
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They wererubberizedThey were hot water containekgsually about, oh, this
size like that.ItGs the ones you used to put hot water in them and warm your
feet up.That kind of stuff.

They were about six inches in size?

Well, they were bigger, pretty good six#hen my mom stole milk from the
farmer that was becausehen she was milkingthecow he 6 d mi,l k t he
and then put it under her drese we had something to drink aghnt.

Were you living in the house that the farmer owned?

Yes.It was a regula You see, farmhouses back then were nothing like here.

The farmhouses wegethey also had the animals living in the same

farmhouseln other words, you have tiear mer 6 s hugeandui | di n.
threefourths of the building was for the cattle, the horses, the phgn the

other small portion of it was reserved for the people that lived thiee.

farmhouse would have a huge kitchand then the bedrooms arwfsrth,

but ités all under one roof.

In addition to cows, what other animals were there?
HorsesWe di dndét have an yChigkens,thad plentyof s heep,
those But they were outside, living separaBait the cows and the hossand
the pigs were in the same building as the farmhdtrgen todayif you go to
the typical farmhouses, t Betgowre st il
t h eaakbdg operationd not like it was back thénjust like farmers here.
Years back here, theaised everything besides their fields.
Nowadays, you know, just the field& all specialized. |1 t hé saine thing
over thereBut the typical farmhousd®ack then, they were all under one roof
(clock chimes) and things i dsmélit

Sa the timeframe you were living in this farmhouse was immediately after the
war, until about when?

Until 6 4 8
Forty-eight. Then what happeneth 6 428

Well, in 6 4 e border from us was maybe, oh, might be about forty miles
from the border.

From which border?

13
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Speder: West German bordefhere was a border between East and West Germany
and the border was established to speakat the conclusion of the wa¥ou
know, there was a border and then a separation, butwe sfdged c ou |l dn ot
get, you know, it was controlle@he border was controlled by guards and so
forth.

We stayed in contact with people by m#&il was going back and
forth between East and West Germany back ttégot in contact with
some friends on theest not relatives, just friendS.hen some peopldike
my aunt, she fled to the weSb, she established a basad then we
corresponded back and forffhen my mom went over to the west to see
what 6 s @& workhgqing thdre or not, because w d & dher@ tvas no
news like they have nowadays, of course.

Sharpe: How did you aunt escape?

Speder: She fled across, fled acrogslot of people went from east to wekmean,if
y ou 6 r e nfioe Butthyy mgrhwias caught, so she spent a weégili
She was moved back to the west, | mean the east, East GeBuogilyen she
decided, well, ifs time for us to leave, tobremember that part, how we
escaped, because that was the beginnirig 49

You see, in order to get to théest, you hag to find a place to stay
Places you can stay in West Germavas DP camps, they set up for fleeing
people from th&ast.So she made arrangements.

Sharpe: Those are displacement camps, right?

Speder: Yeah these were displacemeithey were just basidglbuilt for that reason.
So my mom went over to thé/est and talked to my autnd my auntwho
had gone over therevas livingina DP cam@o,s he deci ded, wel | |
out of that place, too, becausieerewaq no future at all in East Germany a
the time.

Everything was rationed.ike my mom, at leasive had some milk to
drink. Otherwisey o u dllrestricted, you know, sugar, butter, everything
wasrationed You only had so much a mon#ind when you went to the
grocerystorefitf d i d nvé anyttingl f t hey di d hyavae it , vy
youwantedYou can only buy what ydt6re all c
almost like rationing here during tis®cond World WalWe had certain
amounts of rationingout it was worse over therbecaus¢ hey 6r e not ab
sustan living for a family of three

So, my mom decidedwell, weire going tohit the roagtoo.But then

that little town Nesov, which we liveih], one of the guys who lived in a
farmhouse across from there knew a guattb wasa guard at the bordede
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was the one that helped us flee from East Gerpizoause he knew the
schedule when the guards were riding their bicycles on the road by the border.

| rememberwe hitched upone nightWe took a wagon close to the
border anchidinabarnAt a speci fic time, he came
your time to go across the border, 0 be
time elementbefore the next guard comes through there and ch€oky
rode on bicycles, by the wajghe] guardsdid. So we saw the guy coming by
with his bicycle light on at nightand passed.iRight after[we] went across
towards the border

That 6s what | ,becuseliwbsdoo slavpa sevavhyl
little kid, because the border was about, | woalg sibout a hundred and fifty
yards, aboytroughly, two football fields from the roadbut that hundred and
fifty yards was plowed and plowed real de¥pu have big rutsand you had
to run in a short timdo get across theréfell down so often,yowo ul dn 6t
believe.Fall down;pick yourself upThen fall down, andpick yourself up.
That s the one,sbwel.emember as a ki d

Sharpe: They were plowed?

Speder: For that reasqrso people could not cross easily or drive actioss
Sharpe: Was therea fence or anything else?

Speder: No fence none whatsoeveAt that point there was nothing theteefore

1949 | mean, there was a border, a declared boidery had posts eweso
often, but there was @onothing like it was lateon, when theborderwas
buit. Yeah, thatoés how we came across fron

Of course, later on, you hear about the bordsually itts when the
Berlin Wall was built That wasn 6 6 rhany years lateBut there was a
border alreadyprior to that, but not as fortifieés t became fortified later on.
Later on, you know, they hadendfeences, n
that they hadnined,activatedBack then was nothing like thathat like |
said,postswerethete nd t her edsThai 8s hmgw F i eénhen
tryingto getacrosshat 6s how we got across.

Sharpe: Who besides your mother was with yethen you fled?

Speder: When we fled that time, it was my aunt, my mom and my brodlst.the
four of us, that time.

Sharpe: Once you got through the fieldhd@n what happened there?
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Speder: Y o u orrtleWest, okay2Vhen we got to th&Vestsidd y ou 6r e i n We st
Germany now then we had to get a ridé/ell, therides from farmers were
available. They helped to get us to the next plashich was a DP camp
which was calledPeppendorf which is, oh, probably about twenty miles south
of Libeck Are you familiar with the area at all?

Sharpe: Somewhat.

Speder: Lubeckis right andthe Baltic Sea is like this, like that,big circle south
West Germany corneBouthwestern corner is a big town callédbeck
Well, about twenty miles from there, they had established a DP, et phe
DP camp waseingbuilt there Theybuilt themjust for that purpose, for
people who were fleeing from tli&ad to come to th&Vest hugeQuonset
buildings.

Do you know what &uonsebuilding looks like? They had probably
aboué |imagine they must have hathouttwenty-five or thirty of them
Each one of them, when we were there, they had bunk bédsnm butot
two bunk beds high, bihree bunk beds highwould venture and sayglock
chimes) each one of thoBd campbarrack® we called them barracéisl
would venture they had two to three hundred people to a barrack.

Sharpe: So, there are two athree hundred people in the barrac&ttyou were in.

Speder: Right.

Sharpe: And how many barracks?

Speder: About twenty ofthemT hat 6 s a prett yAngowadawayi zed DI

in the woodsAs a matter of fact, when | took tourists to Germany, | took one
tour just for that intention, teee if it was still therelhat wasbackin the late

0/0s
Sharpe: Was it there?
Speder: No.
Sharpe: It was gone.
Speder: Of courseit was gone, but for the pine trees growing th&rey were

probably about thirty feet high, thirty or forty feet hidggut they had a

memorial right there to indicate there wasone poirg this was a DP camp

You know how the Germans do thingsnemorial sigrmade it official. But

it was right there, then and thefes a matter of fagtl had a tourl took a bus,

the whole bus ghtthereThey t hought, AWhat in the
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dogoi ng Ytohue rken.oow, t h e Melbismeanbatlohtomeg her e.
though Sq that was there.

In the camp, how was life organized?

Oh, JesusThe worstconditions you animagine.We have a saealled, the

toilets.We always calledt plums toiletscollecting.Y ou know, if you go to

the bathroomjunintelligiblg. That 6 s wh y plunmseolfectinga | | ed it
back thenAnd it smelledY o u wo ul d i. Fdu thinlethese partable

toilets are bad heredorwise, you should try one of them. (static noéte

microphone is repositiongd eah they hadhe so calledplumsback then

Can you imagine, with that many peoplevould say there werenaybe, they

had six by twelve toilets, but theyore

on the other side, back to badlen, you know, thoge
Was there any privacy in these?

Well, they had doors on thefihat was aboutiT hey 6 r e wooden, vyo
wooden, oh, you know, like boards, wood, and then a hole cut in &mem

that 6s wh@howemnus uswael .di dnodt Whweree any s
hauled by truck ta.iibeckfor showering.

How often did that happen?

Usually, once a monthBut we were in that place only, | would s@yobably

about nine months we were thWhate, becau
they try to do is put all the people fleeing from Heest to come to thé/est It

was like a holding cam@he DP camp was a hatdy camp until they could

find someplace else in Germany, not just in that area, but throughout

Germany, trying to find housiné\nd housing was tough at the time.

What was the name of the cantipis one?
Peppendorf, Pe-p-p-e-n-d-o-r-f, Peppendorf. And, as a matter of fact, talk
about nowadays, bed bugs, (chuckles) plenty of thdsk.e y di dndét go
there.
What was the bedding like?
Well, what we had there, éthaywdidlike pr obab
canvass cli, filled with straw.Canvassyou know cloth like linen, real
heavy, and therthey were filled with straw.
The other part, of course, when there are that many people there, lice

was a big problem.remember thaWe had to ride on the back of a tkuo
Lubeckfor delousingFor the little kids, thewomeh hey di dnét shav:
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heads, but for the men and the little kids, they shaved our head and then
powdered us for delousing, whatever it was.

The other part, which | never forget thaeethat penty to eatTh at 6 s
the other part, nice pauf it. But they had fishand we hagat that point, we
had money, with paper money.

German currency?

Yeah it was made out of papdike a nickel, five cent, it was papé&ive
pfennigandthenfifty pfennig and thera mark.It was all in paper, you know

It was temporary moneynade by the United States, as a matter of fact,

produced for the GermanBhe cheapest food we had was smoked herring.

They call thenmbueckling That was the bestubafter a while you eat that on

a daily basi s, tergpferthig & whale fishs yow kmevabpgy, f or
fish like that for terpfennigl me an, t hat és whaWe you Kk
had real food therén East Germanyw e  d iThisw@g the firstime | ever

had real food that | can really remembEnat was ind 4 9

And how was your healtllluring this time?
Oh, I was in bad shape.
Typhoid still?

No, no.No, typhoid, that was in East Germahp, no.l just [had]

malnutrition which I think | mentioned to yguhat my grandfathedied [of]

in East GermanywWhen we were in Nesov, he was at a DP cavgah, | did

mention it to youBut, no, we thrived on regular food thefer the fird time.

| mean, it was, you kneé big food was trucked infTheyd dndét have any
kitchens thenThe food was trucked jand then we were fed three times a

day.Then, like | say, people could buy the fish separatetyd ma n I 61 1 1
you, ever since that (laugmke, I donodot | ik

So, when you came across the border and got to this camp, you were suffering
from malnutrition.

Oh, god, yes, yes, very much so.

And then slowly, did you get better?

Slowly, but | guess it takes a long tinfdnereason for that is becaus¢hen

the next oneWe went from that DP camp, we were transferred to another DP
camp further south, in southern Germany, but to a town called Siegee, S

g-e-n. That DP camp consisted of, was the army barrdidksy called tem in
GermanyKasernenbecause they were regularylly brick block buildings
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Of course, they were bombed out during the.\Bait the ones that were still
standing were renovateand we moved into a room theegain, as a DP.

What was the ame of this canpDo you remember?
It was Siegen.
It was the name of the town and the camp?

The name of the towT here was Siegen ahsernenYou see, ifs just like
staying at the barrackslere you would say, you know, Fort lreerd Wood.

That would be the town and the barradk&ll, the barracks are the camp, and
the same thing there, Siegen, becdtasernerwas where the soldiers used to
be We were sent frorRappendorfto Siegen to the DP canwaiting for
assignment to find place to live in Germany, because the government did all
of the housing and so forth.

Now in this Siegen, | would sagrobably half of the barracks, the
Kasernenthe buildings, were destroyed or half destroyed and sa fidreh
rest of themthe DPpeople were assigned a room in th&¥e had a room
there.

For your family?
Yeah just the three of us.
On your own.

One room yeah.We had a toilethere a flushing toilet, as a matter of féct

that was unusudland showes.But,againl i ke i n an army here
here, you have a shower, sure, but everybody usesthene r e s no pr i v
really. But we had thatat least.

And, as a matter oféwvelh tevenhetpddat 6 s wh
there my brother helped/e were cleaning bricks, you know, from the
destroyed barrackbecaus&asernernheret like | said, half of them were
standing.The other half were just ruing/ell, in order to get some money, we
cleaned bricksThe bricks were therand we hammered andceeined all the
mortar off and stacked them upye got a penny per brickmean, one
pfennig for a brick.Sq, you can imagine what it was likgeah Then we
waited thereuntil we had an assignment fan apartment.

How was food there in Siegen?

Again, it was served in, brought iRlenty of food, usually.
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And how big was the camp, population?

| dondt r emember Thetewerenquitey fewwas big.t her e .
There was, you know, like an armiiywas for the German Amy. It wasbuilt
back before the war.

Was there medical attention given?

Very little, but yes, we had chedlps thereAs a matter of fact, my mom had
heart troubleBut, hey, who cares about hearttroidYf® u 6 r e trying to
know, justexist.l was in very frailcondition,very frail condition.

This was from malnutrition?

Malnutrition, yeah.Oh, yeahl guess it takes a while to get over thidien we

finally got an assignmenin other words, what the governmelid [was] if

people had houseand they had more than, likibe place we were assigned

to, the people had a house, the West Germfemsd t he West Ger man
like the East German¥.ou know, they were like bad news to theBo, we

were bad news to therBut if theyd

Not for any political reason, but because it was economic?

Housing economic reasoryeah economic reasorBut they were still

disliked.l mean, we were disliked by the West Germ&ast Germans were

disliked by the West Gerams because they intruded upon their space and

everything elseYou know, they had to learn howtoshaaend t hey di dno
want to sharel. mean,if someone tells you to do somethj;egn d you donoét
want to do itBut anyway, we finally got assigned to aotwoom apartment.

We had cold running water. _

Where was this?

In West GermanyWe were assigned to
Burgsteinfurt.T h a t hérs | basically

grewup,thenl mean, that|o
memories are basically from. |

‘ ax
p{?
How far was this from the displacement F

(!

[

SiegenProbably about a hundred miles
about a hundred mile&ut, like | said,

the government took care of all of this, a
the DP people, to assign them to differe

camp?

Gus at age 14, in Burgsteinfurt.
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cities throughout West Germany.
Sharpe: One day theyustcame and saigo u 6 r e ?moVvi ng

Speder: You got[an] assignmentwe got an apartment for yoBut the apartment was,
like | said, two roomsWe had a sink and a heating stove, heating and cooking
stove combination type of thingnd then the bathroam

We had to go downstairs, go outside, around the back of the.house
That 6s wher e t he ,paekahedelhe datardomavashyaut hr o o m
know, was like plums toilet,because the people also raised theamgd the
pig had, you kno right next to he pig stall was the bathrooBut the
bathroom, like | said, consisted only gbartablelike, basically a wooden
frame with a hole cut in.iRight underneath it was the retainer for the honey
and also the honey from the pi¥pu know, the drainage frotthe pig goes in
the same pitThat pit is pumped out in the spring or late winter and spread on
the field as fertilizer.

So, if you had to go to the bathroom, you have to go all the way
downstairs, around the back, and the back door from those padpde i
downstairsand go to the bathroom, because they use the same bathroom.
Therewereno flush toilets back thei®o, we were assigned to that place.

Sharpe: And the family was unfriendly?

Speder: TheywereWe | | , t hey di dNdutanhesevthe ananosity c hoi c e
there, | mean, no ifs or buts abouiNbt only them, it was true of all of them,
because @& their housgand the government comes in and saddl, you
have to take a rentego to speak.

The government paid them forWe d ihave any money-or what
we had at the timeve were just like, like they say in German, like a church
mouse, as poor as a church mousg¢hing thereBut, yeah, so we stayed

there.
Sharpe: How long did you live in this apartment?
Speder: In this place?e lived theré that wasd 5 Yeahd®1, we moved in theréVe

stayed in that house, in that apartment, for three ydtastayed there for
three years) 5[tb] 6 5 yeah.Three years we stayed there.

Sharpe: So, you were ten and your brother was thirteen
Speder: Uh huh.

Sharpe: And had you had schooling up to that point?
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Speder: Oh, at the time ifPappendor? No. In SiegenNo. But, then we moved to
Burgsteinfurt There | started school agailnvent to grade school in East
Germanyin Nesov, a little bty town, first gradel started second grade.
When | came to West Germany, | started first grade all over again.

Sharpe: At whatage?

Speder: This was, gee,Noll 6adno mdt memembleror rect
startedthere@ When | was in East Germy, | started schooWhen | came to
West Germanyl started over agairi.must have gone to schothen in
between there somewhere, because | remember | started in fourthl grade.
started fourth grade id 5 0 €,® § $eah Fifty-one,6 51 st have ben in
fourth gradel started there in Burgsteinfusteah.

Sharpe: And your brother was?

Speder: Three years ahead of mgah.And, well, yeah.

Sharpe: So, what was the school like?

Speder: Oh, I thought it was greatmean, | enjoyed the people, thadentsteachers

| 6m i n c o n tewen todayButtintbetwebndherend when | got

there, in order to make money, | was looking for botttes know, like wine

bottles, except we used them for apple citieras collecting thenOne day |

just picked up about four bottles that déyoking for moneyl made

something like twentpfennigsis how much you got for thermeach time.

Thatwas a marklt was quite a bit of money for alittte kid. coul dndét mak
home.l had such pains in my chest.

Sharpe: How old were you at this time?

Speder: This wag eight, eight or nine, about eight or nine.

Sharpe: And you were still in the displacement camp?

Speder: No, no, no, no, in Burgsteinfult. 6 m t al ki n gWeBwvere liyisgtine i nf ur t
Burgsteinfurt nav. But to get some money, | was looking for bottMsu
know, well , weor eVNedhadshatapargmerdg lwasb asi cal |
looking for bottles| picked up some bottleand | could not make it back
home.

Sharpe: Because of chest pains?

Speder: Pans, chest painsSo, the people called an ambulartbat saw meand they

hauled me off to the hospitalell, the hospital, they said, well, tookrays
and | had really bad TB.mean | had a bad
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Tuberculosis.

| had, well, from when had typhoid, one of the problems that | had, still is,
my left upperung is grown onto my back bopfeom high temperaturdrom
the feverltds still there Nowadaysif you go to take a look at my-pays,

they 1@ just scars, nothing but scars that gea on my lungs.

From the typhoid?

From the TB afterward$rom the TB, yeahSo, what theyid, they sent me

off to a sanitatum.As a matter of fact, | 6ve got
were in thé | got a small picture, you know,dlpeople who were at that

sanitaium. It was called Sennkins. It was Senné&ins and Senngwei.

T h e ybgBietefeld. Theysert me to a sanitaum, where | laid for six

months.

Where was the sanitarium?

By Bielefeld.Are you familiar wih that area at all?

No.

Have you heard of Hmann the Cherusdhe one that defeated the Roman
legions?

Yeah.

Well, anyway, his monument is right thefeneant hat 6 s wher e |1 to
pictureand t hat 6s h dButaryway, thayeookne there for six
months,andy ou know, t her e 8The anlgthifgitheygcana gai n s
have is taking lebertran, which is cod liver &ibu know how that is, how

nice it taste8 Then they rolled me during the day inthe sumghir hat 6 s t he
only cure they had for it, TB, back then.

So youbdbre basically reclined this whol
Flat on my backflat on my back for six months.

Was it painful?

As |l ong as | di dndt Boapyoeknadw, takingsa deep | rig
breat h, | Itésqust likd sodonedaming and pushing knives and

needles in you, buherd

So, you were separated from your family?
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Speder: Oh, yeahcompletely six months.And back then, you know, youddért wa n't
to associate with TBhecause @ contagiousSa, | was gone there for six
months and |

came back,
went back to
school and was
all right. As a
matter of fact,
those same
kids, the same
kids | went to
school there
with, all the
way, | went
with them to

school until
we came here.

Gustav Speder, front row, second from left, with group of fellow
patients at TB sanitarium, Senne |, near city of Bielefield, German

See, back then, the school year was not like;herde fall you
change gradegou know, like Septembgyou start your freshman yeand
then the next Septemhgro u 6r e a s ophomoBaektemd down
the dhange in grade school and high school and colleges was in the spring,
Easter timeEaster time was the time of chanpstayed, while | was in
Burgsteinfurfuntil 6 5 &nd | just started my seventh grade there at Easter
time.

Then we came here in Auguthree months later, to the United States.
In other words, | never finished grade schogstart the seventh gragend
then we came herd&nd when | came here, | started high school.

Sharpe: Going back to when you recoverigdm the TB, did anyone edsnyour
family get TB?

Speder: No, no.

Sharpe: What about other people in the towwWereyou just an isolated case?

Speder: You know, I dondt even know.

Sharpe: How big was the sanitarium?

Speder: It was quite largeSenneEins and Senngwei, those we, you know, the
specialty for TB. I dondt le vdeonn 6hta vhea vaen

any records from them.

Sharpe: Did you feel you werdreatedwell there?
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Oh, yeahOh, yeahYou neededomethingthey got it for you, the nursel.

wasnicee x cept | c oauléast théfirspae,nhroogh the three

months It was jusé itwasbadDon 6t get [|Mm&n,dorgetthal.dy .

just remember those dalje, sometime you took a bre&thy ou know, you

canodot takebecdasep hoeath afBamid youodll
remember that quite well.

Were your family allowed to visit you at all?

No, no. Ités contagiousNo way.Noway.L at er , now élabaithoul dnéo
the fourth monthmy mom was able to comésit me.Yeah, the fourth month

she was abke one day she camshe]Coul dndét Iwadjusttotal t hat .
isolation from the rest of the worltigot a lot of reading done.

That s good.
Yeahthat 6s one positiseenolpwashell. of i t, but

Did you have any friendships formed with people?

There™No,no. That 6s t hMNo ,otcdiedn ¢ptéd vhea vgeo tanay .pi C |
a whole bunch of us (clock chime¥Yetook an excursion, the fifth month or

sixth. No, not the fifth, the sixth monthAll the ones who were there in that

sanitarium, we took an excursion to that monunoéitermann the Cherusci.

Would you believe it, we just looked through it a little while yesterday,
Kathy and IWe sat downf[We saidlLet 6 s go t hrough all t he
and see what we can finiflyou have any pictures from when | grew. up
Therebds a picture of {tYduaan almayshotieelme t he
there you know, the oddball looking onBut, yeah, that was.it

Then you returned and were healthy and were able to participate normally in
activities and so gronce you returned?

The only thing that they said8enneEi ns, t he doctor says,
thing of it is, goubphysnievelr bk mbheal
because you know, the lung griowy fusedon thereBut how wrong was he?

He was completelywrond. 6 ve done eVYoeur yntahmen gi th,erled.v
it, yeah.ItGs just amazing, the human bodly. usté but it was down in th

dumps at one time.

So, back with your family, what was school like there?

In Germany?

Yeah.
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Speder: Well, first of all, because of my situation with grade school and the
transferring from here to there and all over the placemiivng we
hace The system in Germany functions a little bit differently than here, the
educationalsystem] You see, in Germany you have basically a thirere
system for educatioriverybody goes througlfrom grade one through four
in Germany, everybad Ité calledgrundschuleThen at the fourth grade,
upon the recommendations of the teachers and the money situation of the
parents, you can have a choice.

You can continue in your general education, go through grade one,
from five through eight, anthen go into a trade, you know, becoming a
plumber or whatever you want to become, a trade, brickl@reyou can go
to a middle school, which is called a middle school there, which would train
you towardslike, working in offices and so forth, like mitelmanagement.
Then you have the othenegymnasiumwhich is the third one, which is a
prep school towards university.

Well, | was stuck with the general education for, you know, from one
through eight, because | had no coherent, basic educatidnSx, alstayed
with them and with the kids and had a real good teacher, because in Germany
the teachers go with yolf ou have a regulalike a home room teacheand
you go all the way, all the way through eighth grade with the same people,
with the saméeacher, and we had a good one.

Sharpe: Teaching all the subjects?

Speder: Yes.Well, no, not all the subjectBut it is like a home room teaché&ther
teachers willcome in, like f you have a history teach
classroomnot like here.Here we have the teachers stay in the room and all
the kids comeThere the teachers come to the classroamd we had our
teacherShe just passed away about six years &gau BrandtAs a matter of
fact, she was in charge of the German swimnbéagn in 1957andthey were
practicing in St. Louis for the Olymps¢parts of it. The German team was
practicing in St. LouisSo, when she came to St. Louis, we drove down and

visited her.
Sharpe: How nice.
Speder: Then for our class reunions, she wals/ays thereAs a matter of fact, she

wrote three or four books 6 v e g o t Shaalways pent me & copy of
her booksShe had three or four books she wrbtéd v e got t hat .

Sharpe: On what subject?

Speder: She did an awful lot of travellingnd they were like travel bookshe
published themand then she sent me a copy of each one of Warstayed
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in contact with her and a lot of tletassmated think 116vekeo gott a
know i f 1 6ve got it .hemdatabtse]peoplewwvho f or ¢
were in the class and so forthwent to two class reunions over themed we

had one herd.think | mentioned that to yoWe had one claggunioré In

@6, we had a class reunion here.

In Springfield?

Here in Springfiad, yeah.

And how many?

Twelve.

Twelve people came?

Yeah.

Are they all living in Germany?

Yeahly 6 m the only one thatods i n,sdtlhe Uni t
speakAll the rest of them stayed indBnanyl é6 m t he only oddbal
(chuckles), as usudut, yeah, we had some good times togetherean

enjoyment, not good timeso to speakl. mean, getting together and seeing

each other.

Going back to the education that you discus¥ed. mentoned your father
was an engineebo you know, did he gthrougté he must have gone
through university Do you know where that was or anything like that?

|l dondt know.
You just know that he was an engineer.

Yeah yeah yeah he wasan engineelyeah.He was not drafted until late in

the war.He was drafted id 4 y¥eah | think it was around 4 Bhat 6 s why |
say, | ¢ an 6 eah he mas draftedr realHatemean, this was

when they, you know, had hit the bottom of therélaiso to speak.

What was he doing up to thebBo you know?
To be honest withreat] yIMy¢ghanisdidhk k o avw.
was an engineer and that would be leftatthatk e | s ai d, | 6m goi

to sit down with my brothresometimeMaybe he can enlighten me on some
of the areas that he knows about, lagtfar as | know, no.
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Sharpe: Because often engineediiring the time of wawould have been put into a
different position than, say, infantry or something.

Speder: At the end of war, everything werttmean, ministers had to gereachers had
to go.It was a strange situation at the end of the y@ah.He was not pulled
in until late.] 6 | | h av e t.bhave sokreachked alkpeint yjeto sr &i d
done a lot ofrianslation for people who are doing research in family history
and translationandsoforth.6ve done it for others, b

myself.l 6 m t oo lyodwnmgdty ewa@laught) o do it yet.

Sharpe: So, what was your mom doipduring ths period, and your brotheour
brother was in scho@l

Speder: In Germanyyou mean?

Sharpe: Yes.

Speder: My mom was working as a housecleaning perSoh.at 6 s what she di
putzfrauT hat 60 s wHShewasnbtéraingd far anything. dondt t hi n
she even finished grade schobl d o n é6Yto ut hki nnokw , | diondt e\
never gave itathoughto, | don O6Bu te vtehna tkonsavivenh at s h e

we were living in West Germany, becalt®se werejough times back then,
even West Gé&ingrazoat.Yhe hobdsing situation was badlork
was bad, trying to find a joly brother finished his tradéle became a tool
and die maker ard

Sharpe: Sohe didnét go to the wuniversity, he w
Speder: Trade school.
Sharpe: Trade school.
Speder: | 6m t he $sneanewetbdthwerg, youknowe di dndét have a

continuity in our educatiaiWe had so many interruptionsntil we came to
Burgsteinfurt.That was the longest place we were in one place, which was
basically fromé 5throughé 5 Bhat was it.Otherwise, it was just hopscotch
here, hopscotch there, moving from one place to andthveas just no
continuity whatsoevelSo, he became a tool and die mgkeom that fact

Then ino 5 Yeah,0 5 Wwe finally rented a housémean our owrnouse.

As a matter of fact, | took my wife to Germany one time and | showed
her the place where we liveldnean, ifs immaculate, a beautiful looking
place nowStill looks basically the same as it was back then, but completely
redonetotally rehabbed

Sharpe: In 6 5 you moved out of the apartment and went on your,@asra family?
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Yeah rented a housgeah.We rented ahouse.6 ve got a cou
t hat pl ace, ev e (laughd)twds udiquéiNehakl a gace |
of our awvn, then.It was all right

What about entertainment that you had therd?you learn music¥Vas there
music availableWerethere sports?

Music was availableSports|[l] played soccell mean, everybody did that.
And we played a lot dbasketball, but @& not the basketball as we have it
hereWe di dnét hav eBasebdl afctuise waswkxistent. |
But, basically, bicyclingjwe did] a lot of bicycling.Even with the classewe
had bicycling.

Sa your activities were bicycling, soccer, basketball?

But not the basketball we have hdtés different basketball.

pl e g
had.

t .

Did your bout with tuberculosis keep you from participating in any of these?

No, no, no. Once | got out of that place, man, llitgbu, | just partook in
everything there was$.mean, you name it, | did,ieven in those days.

So what were the soccer balls and the basketballs Wefz they genuine
balls?

Oh, yeah, they were good balWge had very good ballgeah leather balls.
They were goodBasketball, they were kind of rubberized, not like here, the

nice onesLike | said, we had them on stands, with the basket up there, but no

backboardYou have to be super good to hjtrib bouncing off the back.
(chudles)

How high was it? assume higher than you could reach.

Oh, yeah, of coursdt seemed high at the time.

Soyou werendt dunking or anything.
Oh, god, no.No, nqg nothing like that nothing like thatOh, we did, whem

was a kid what did we do®e did a lot oimarmor, which means, what do
you call those little balls, marbles

Marbles.

Marbles.We played marble. mean, you woul dnodt
But, they were clay marbles we had, not glasarbles, clayyou know, we
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played them with the other kids and see how many we can win off of them
and so forth.

Did they have to be round?

Yeah, oh yealround,colored, tooOh yeahtheyhad thoseWe did a lot of
hiking. Even with he schoglwe did a lot of hikingexcursions we did, all
over the place.

You did hiking, bicycling, soccer, some basketball.

But not the basketball as we know it here.

Right.

Yeah.That was about it.

Were the spostorganized

Therewere organized sportds kids we played anyone on our own, just like
here when you have a gévgetherWe played it on our owhey were
organized, but nothing to do with the schddiey weresponsored teams, but
not sponered by the schools.

So there would be leagues and things like that?

Leagues,ye ep, thatdés what we had.

What about availability of books and musical instruments and things like that?
Oh,god,[llcoul dndt imeforanuseca msirgrtentst but | loved to
read.l loved to read back timeEspecially, | loved to read We had, we called
themschmokes over thereThat means magazindie we had here,
Superman.

Comic books?

Comic books type of thingdVe had themWe had them about the Welere,
American.

Cowboy and Indian?
Oh yeahcowboys andndians.As kids we played cowboys and Indians over

thereCandét do i tYedhewe eeada totyofrboakseon that
remember the a@s that wé not only that, but we traded those booksu
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know, like comic books used to be traded h&k&?have peopldike books
like Pete Bill Jenkins.

As a matter of fact, Bill Jenkigswhen | find out | was going to move
to Springfield here, becauke was, he was an FBI agenttheWild West
days, thoughAnd he was here in Springfieldt the train station and stuff like
that. The guy that wrote thieooksactually was Bill Jenkinde lived in
Cologne, in Germany, in the city of Cologrse, there was a lot gfwow,

youdre going to go to a place ®@ohere

it was interestingBut it wa® you know, to come here was likeow,
nirvana.

How did the ideé& | assume it somewhat came from your mom, about mgmi
to the United State®Vhat was the genesis of thahd how did that come
about?

Well, the whole thing was, my brother was interested in it, in coming to the
statesShe was kind of lukewarm, but, you know, at that time, you have to put
yoursef in perspective of Germany in 5 Bhings were badinemployment

tough to get a joktough to find housing.mean, Germany was in a doldrums

yo

at that pointin historySo, s he sai dewhfWe IwWwe, cvaend Idlo . soe

Were there American troopsoamd?

No, not in our areecRemember, Germany was divided into four zoties
Soviet, whichwas East Germanyhen you had the BritisWe lived in the
British sectorThen you had southern Germafwhich] was the U. S. sector
and the western st was French occupied zoWe lived in the British
occupied zongn the northern part of Germany.

Was there a presence of British troops?

Oh yeah, oh yealihey were around theAs a matter of fact, we mooched
chewing gum from them lahe time.(laughs)

So, was the interaction with them good?

Oh yeah, oh yealit was But they lived in a different worldrou know,

troops, they were driving carand they were driving jeeps, you knodnd
herebdbs a | i tYoluedrkei d,usytoue nkvnioowus of
That was big stuff?

That was big stuffYou better believe itAs a matter of fact, in95Q the early

part of6 5 ygou know, we applied fammigratingto the United States, and
we found a sponsdrere.So, we filledout all the paper8ack thenthey hal
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[the] U .

guestioned the neighbond they came by andterviewed ugto see]if we

Interview # IM-A-L-2011-050

S. , | whib, ommmdgtatiok demamenwhoever it is They
came to Germany, you knowhey were stationed in Germany, | guédsey

are suitable to come to the United Stat¥&su had to be, | guess, not a
Communist and be of good health and all that other, stuthat point.

Do you remember the interview?

We | |

That

, I di dn onto thatAre youkidding78ut theenicet paro
of it was they came in a caand they had

6s what vyo

u remember ?

| remember that, because it was the first time | rode in,d oaan, in a big

car.l 6d r ode

sit in the back seat, one of those big old clunkers we had here, ©9503,

I novea thérebefole,omt aegee in a big cand to

model, a big clunkeland | was sitting in the back se@he reason | was
sitting in the back seat is because they wanted to intervieaniptye of
my brother, where he was working.

He was doing tool and die?

Tool and die at the companythefh ey di dndt know how to
wanted me to show them the directiddan, | rode in that big car with them

and showdthem the direction, hope | see all my buddsesl can wave at

them, you know. (laugh® u t

said we |
when we

You
brother?

|, weodve

came here.

donot

reme

| di gdontha waystleeButamyway,
| showed them where itwaSot hey went in and i
employer Then they took me back homiEhen, about three months latghey

got your per @otshsatoins t o

mber your mot her

She did, they did, my brothand my mom didbecause he was really
interested in coming herand my mom saidalright.

nter vi

maki ng

How did he get interestedo you know#rom these books you talked about?

| do

at that pointAll ourpapeé yo u

noélt rkenalwl.y | d dm d ek vkedownd/a spors, and
then we also found, youknéwe di dndét have the

woul dnot bel i eve

through I looked through a bunch of it. h a d n {kteforé] Fistkirmed
t his.

| 6ve

done
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Of all the paperwork that my mom hdsom when we lived in the
east, you know, our home place, all the paper work that we had, she had to go
through for redemption, for money for the places that we Tiagly were no
longer oursand they belonged to the east&ermanyThat was back then,
not now.Now it is different.But, back thenwe got[what] they called
augsleicha settlement]which means they paid us off for the land that we had
over thereBut it took so many yearémean, we were living still here) the
0 6 (Bame of the papers, eardy 7 @\&n).

Who was paying you off?

The government had to pay us for the land and houses wbdaalise my
dad owned, | thinkthree or four houses over there, something like that
whatever it was.

This would have been in the east?

In the east, yeah, yeaWell, this was actuallypartof dondét wunder st a
whole darned thing evelt was actuallg part of it was in Lithuania, and the

Russians paid the Germans in gold fortaadlDon 6t ask me how t
happened

This was after the war?

This was prior, during thevar. The Russians paid the Germans in gold for that

land therel mean, i6s quite an intriguing thind. 6 | | have to go i n
sometimel never paidany attention to it, to be honest with yoyust want to

be where it was, | thought, all the tinBut now; ités interestingltds kindling

interest in me againyway, the Russians had paid the Germans in gold for

that Then all the paperworkyouwau | d n 6 t | nbust haveeaweam about

this thick or more.

A couple of inches?

Oh, more, about five inches, at least, of paperwairkorrespondence that my

mom had to go througland then verification for it and the same thing for

bark accounts, the same thiignean everythingpY ou woul dnot bel i
the circus you have to go through for
when we came to West Germany or when we came Akithis was, you

knowd

This is essentially a&ermbursement for what you left behind?

A reimbursement for what we left behireactly.

And your father owned a house in Lithuania?
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Speder: Yes.In Germany, yeahin Sintautenyeah.This was from my grandfather,
same thing.
Sharpe: You mentioned to me once that the town in which you were born was in
Germany.
Speder: Rummelsburg
Sharpe: It is now a part of Poland?
Speder: Yes.
Sharpe: Can you t&k about that a little?
Speder: Well, (chuckles) | have a friend of mine who is fromdl herelt has a new
name, ofcoursede 6 s f ami | i alr dvon dht tevee makmeow w

name of it isl saidRummelsburgRummelsburgSo, we looked it up on the

Internet to find out what the Rummaelsg was It comes up with a Polish
namenowldonét even Bomow wkekath,i hei says, Al
thatl k now wHWeah.Rutyouseei lsvasdorn in the movement

between, in the fronts.

Sharpe: Oh, you were born during that time.

Speder: Yeah.That 0s t hlevastbéniinrRgmmelsburgnot over by
Sintautenl| was born irRummelsburg

Sharpe: Sq even ind 4this movement was going on.

Speder: Oh yeahOh yeahtrying to get away there.

Sharpe: Going back to when you came oyvgou then got permission after three

months after they did the interviews.
Speder: Uh huh.

Sharpe: Were other of your neighbors trying to come to the United Statesrtgou
were the only ones?

Speder: No, we were the only one8Vell, in Burgsteinfurt, there were not too many
DP peoplesyou know, displaced people from the Eastern Germany.

Sharpe: Sao most of them were their families had been thé&re

Speder: Not only that, butif you take a look at the address of the kids that | went to
school[with], | would say that about sixty, sewgmercent are still there, in
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the sametowrl. mean, t h e yoketseso tb speakVve werelthe c a |
only ones, the oddballkike | said before, the government placed people in
those days, in thé 5,Qvkere there were places available.

It sounds like you were welcome in the town and part of the town.
Oh yeahyeah.The kids were nice to meery nice yeah
Was your mother treated well, todo you know?

Well, yeah, yes and nbremember one time how the peotilere who we

were renting frord@ we had a chickeou know, you didnot
every day over there or every week or every month, even, aitteehad a

nice big chicken roast she made in the owan, those people were so

damned jealous ofus,yauou |l dnét bel i eve it.

Over a chicken?

Yeah, just a chickerYeah, well, you have to put yourself in their place, the
times.You know, you dondayintheanid® 5énsi c k en
Germany, noAs a matter of fact, we had a lot afrlse meatbecause it was a
cheaper meainstead of buying hamburger or something like, from cefite.

we had a lot of horse me&towadays, horse meat is expensive hiéngas

the cheapest thing you could have was horse meat.

So, the three mdhs cameand you got wordThen what happenedfow
soon after getting word did anything happen?

Pretty quick, pretty quickWe had appliedThey saidwell, we can advance
you for the trip, the money for the flight and so forth.

Who tod you that?

| dondédt know who did, but they did,
How did you find the sponsor?

It was through an acquaintance from my.ddgt mom was in communication
with him over hereHe was an immigrant oveekhe, in the states, so he could
not sponsor usSo, he had found a sponsor, a Lithuanian,duwythe name of
Antonio Ramanauskas.

In Springfield?
In Springfield here, yeahHe used to run a grocery store here in toivan he

used to ha® a tavern here in towBo, he was financially able to sponsor,
becausgin those days, if you were a sponsor of an immigrant family to come

35



Gustav Speder Interview # IM-A-L-2011-050

Sharpe:
Speder:
Sharpe:

Speder:

Sharpe:
Speder:
Sharpe:
Speder:
Sharpe:
Speder:
Sharpe:

Speder:

Sharpe:
Speder:
Sharpe:
Speder:

Sharpe:

over here, you are liable for theththey cannot find a jakyou have to

support themin other words, the spoaswas a serious conditiolf the ones
you sponsor cannot make a living over here, you have to pay their bills, so to
speak So, it boiled down t®

How did he come to sponsadd® you know?

How come?

How did it come about that lveould sponsor you?

Because of this a,egpwasiliving leerewas a frehd my
of his. He asked him if he would be willing to sponsor us to come over here
and he s &0 hksignBdShe paper for &nd we came herele
sponsored usBBut then the cost for the flight was Catholic Charities
sponsored us to come over hered then we paid Catholic Charities balek;.
momdidl di dndt .

So, they paid for your transportation?

Flight, correct.

And train and everything?

Train and busyeah.

Were they doing that frequently?

Apparentlyl dondt even know.
Becauseéybuswespadtt Catholic?

No, I 6m nopltd na aC alBultihidyedidtaponspback then.l

mean, there have to be records there, ltooagine, it would be interesting
just to go in and find out who, when, what and what transpired there, yeah.
But, | remember my mom paying them batkemember that.

But, as an act of chayif they fronedthe money for you.

They fronted the money to come heyes.

With the commitment from you thatver time you would pay back.

Pay backyeah and no interest.

At no interest.
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No interest.

That was charitableva s n 6t it ?

Yeah.l remember that, becaysehen she paid it back, it was years lalter.

w a st Ikké the next two or three yeatl$ must have been fifteen years later

when she finally paid it back.

Interesting,$ n 6t it ?

Ye a h, |l didndét know it either, at the

Soyou werendt aware of how?

No, heavensAs a kid, you worry about something like that? mean, t hat 6
lastthingonyour mindklou 6 r e mor e i n t(chucles)Yeend i n pl

Okay, so you got word that you had a sponand you found out where you
were coming, which was Springfield.

Correct.That was greabecause | knew the town alreaflpm my books.
From your booksSq, you were excite@bout it?

Oh,waslevelr 6 m i n h\Whenweeame bere, then, of course, the

next thing was finding jobs.

So, before we get to that, can you talk about the trip itself?

Oh, the trip?Yeah.Let 6 s s ee, we urgstemfurtt@Hamburg.i n f r o
You know where Hamburg?s

Yes.

And, as a matter of fact, a good friend of mine from grade scivbolowned
a bakery in Germadyhe d i d n 6 t hislparents owndu éha bakérye
was visiting his aunt in Hambgirso he came to the airport and saw me off
And wed

So, you flew from Hamburg?

We flew from Hamburg on fLockheed] $iperConstellation Are you
familiar with SuperConstellations?

Yes.
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Big tri-wings in the back, the dders in the back, twing?We flew from
there to Icelandceland t@ (clock chimes)Did you count them®aughs)
We flew from Iceland to Bangor, MainBangor, Maine, to New York.

Sao you had two flightsHamburg t@

Two stops, two stap

Okay.

Two stopsfrom Hamburg to Iceland and refueliigangor, Maine, refueling,
and then New YorkiLand at the airport and had a bus to the train station.
little episode, | think | mentioned to you at one time.

Tell us, ifyou would.

We had about a three or four hour wait at the train depot.

From the plane?

By bus.By bus from the plane from New York.

Okay.Same day?

Oh, same day.

You didnoét stay dDvernight in New YorKk

No, we di dnot Seetwe leff Gemnarly and gohhere earlyo .

A

morning and into New YorkProbably, | would saywe lefe | donét know

what time was it over ther&ou fly with the time.So, in other words, @ still
allthesamedayyoudbr e ti r ed as .Bukanyvay, acthedrain a s
statioré as train stations go in the big towns, they hewmecession stands

there and thg had an ice cream concession stand théve.watch around,

walk aroundand as a little kid,| was watcing those people buying all that

ice creamyou know Man,| got hungry for ittoo, just watched, walked

around. found a coin.

Youdbre what, thitimeen or fourteen at
Fourteenyeah.l found a coin.

Did you know Englishat this point?

No, my former teacher taught ntiike numbers and some of the basic things.

She gave me special lessoAs.a matter of fact, she was the one | got the

books from.She spoke Englistso, sheworkedfor almost six months before
we left. She taught me the numbers and some very simple English sayings, but
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that was the extent of Of course, was | interested in k#eck, no.l was
looking forward to coming here, but heck with the language.

But, anyway, sol was wanderingand | founda dime,acoinl di dn o't
know what it was, but it was a dim®qg what | did, | walked over to the ice
cream to watch the peopMou know, if they ordered ice cream, what they
gave them, and watched it and watcHgg | went up there also and put down
the dime, the coin, and pointed toNib problem that was my first ice cream
cone | had here in the states

Not only that, it was probably a mercury dinoa top of thatYou
know, back in thé@ 5 ,@hey were still aroundBut, yeah, that was my first
experience of purchasing something héieat was something was proud of
myself, found a dime.

Sharpe: Did you share the ice cream or just eat it?

Speder: ljust ateit.laughs)l di dndét s halr edowm éth tahniynbko dly .e v
mom about itY eah, that was quite somethjiygah Then from there we
went by train to Chicago and transferred in Chicdmgoe to SpringfieldThen
Tony, the guy | mentioned to you, he picked us up, our spodsdrad a big
old 1952 DodgeAre you familiar with a ZDodge?

Sharpe: Sao he picked you up at the train station?

Speder: Yeah that was my next big ride in a car, to&tou know, those seats in those
old cars were so pluslkou know, the real plushy seats inlitwas a twedoor
Dodge big car, yeah Then (chuckles) he took us over to his plage. had a
three story building there on East Reynolds Stiegtas a rooming hous&lp
on the third floor, we had a kitchen and two bedrogamp®n the third, way up
high. That was quite an experience, going allall those stairs.

That was not the strange part, but thehad a fire escape ladder
from the kitchen door going straight down, three flpstsaight downThat
was quite an experiencgecondly, which | was so surprised, s
building looks Ike it was brick, but it was this artificial brick, like siding
brick. Are you familiar with those?

Sharpe: Yeah.

Speder: The other big part, which | was so surprised, in the bathroomdthere read
all those stories that you read about in magazines afultepwhich | read
the bathroom had a nice mirror in front oflihen way back thenyou have
secret compartments behind the mirror and so fuvid.l | , knowdhatd n 6t
these mirrors all had that hevehen you open them upVell, man, | pulled
on that doorand it opened up.never seen anything like that in my life, but |
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read about t hem, t hat thereds some mi

them.l 61 | n e v elwasfsashogkedVe rteverahad. anything like that
before.
Sharpe: L e t &esa break here.

Speder: Sure.

(End of recording.)

Interview withGustav Speder
#IM-A-L-2011050
Interview # 2: October 17, 2011
Interviewer: Robert Sharpe

Sharpe: Good morning. This is Robert Sharpe. | have the pleasure of doing a second
interviewtal ay with Gus Speder. Wedre going
pictures Gus has provided and fill in the story of some of those pictures. These
were ones that cover the time period that was discussed in the first interview.

Speder: Letds begnem with this o
Sharpe: Yeah. L et 0 spicwre Bayou want ttdéscribehwihat that is?
Speder: Well, what this is a | s e
.. . i} “Doifsdeutsche Mittelstelle
Ubergangslagernvhich | ‘ _ mﬁg:i ofll:mbmgu
Q-1

means itbds a
camp, or DP (displaced =&
persons) camp for ﬂ
Germans who used to livess g
in the zones that were to
begiven to Russia.

This is the
Germans who had been T = . . e
moved from those i e

countries like Lithuania, the Baltic countries or Russia, even and even from
Poland. This was where the people leaving those countries were sent to. Then,
from there, they were assimigat into West Germany, Germany. This was
done under the auspices of the Hitfalin Pact.

Sharpe: And what would have been the approximate date of this?

Speder: This would be 1941.

Sharpe: 1941.
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Speder:

Sharpe:

Speder:

Sharpe:

Speder:

Sharpe:

Speder:

Sharpe:

Speder:

Sharpe:

Speder:

That s quite a neat picture.

Yeah itis.

It sure is. Nice job of blowing it up, by the way, nice for me to keep it.
Hereds another picture. Could you?

This picture
was roughly
1950. This is
the group of
people that |
was, so to
speak, living
with in Senne
Eins, which
was alB
sanitarium near
Bielefeld,
Germany. You o
can see one nurse in there and the rest were all patlents I was among those
patients because | had TB and spent almost six months lying in bed to
recuperate.

What would have been the date of this andryme, Gus?

This would have beewmldthwardsdeprenedp50en
somewhere in there. Smallest one in the group.

While you were there, what was the healt
of the other people like and were thiere

Thehebht h of the ot he
young boys. I mean,
it was from the age of probably nine, ten,
through probably about fourteen, fifteen
and in various stages of the TB disease,
actually. So, it was a bad place to be.

Were therecasualties while you were
there?

Well, |1 dono6t r eme coul dnbé
But there had to be, you know, from TB.

There was a percent t | don
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