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Abstract
David Blanchette, IHPA Legacy, HP-A-L-2015-023

Biographical Information Overview of Interview: Dave Blanchette was born on January
23, 1960 in Kankakee, Illinois and subsequently moved with his family to Jacksonville, Illinois
in 1972, where he lived at the time of the interview. He earned a BA in Journalism at
MacMurray College in Jacksonville, 1llinois in 1982. Thereafter, Dave found work as the Radio
News Director and Reporter at WJIL-WJVO Radio in Jacksonville from May 1979 through
November 1987. In 1987 Blanchette began work as the Public Information Officer (PIO) for the
Illinois Department of Mental Health and Developmental Disabilities, and in 1989 he moved to
the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency (IHPA), serving as agency PI10O.

For the next two and a half decades, Blanchette represented the agency to the general public,
helping publicize and/or react to issues at the state’s many historic sites, including the Dana
Thomas House, the Old State Capitol, the Pullman Historic Site and scores of others. Among his
most challenging moments were the flood of 1993 at Fort De Chartres, and a fire that burned
down administration buildings at the Pullman Historic Site in 1998. By that time, much of
Blanchette’s time was spent on the agency’s efforts to create a new facility to house the Illinois
State Historical Library’s extensive Lincoln collection. That effort eventually led to the creation
of the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum. David discusses that process in great
detail, providing insight into how something so ambitious came about. He talked about the
crucial role that Julie Cellini, as the chair of the IHPA Board of Trustees, played in creating
ALPLM. He also addressed the key role played by State Historian Tom Schwartz and IHPA
Director Susan Mogerman, as well as the creativity and energy of Bob Rogers, whose company,
BRC Imagination Arts, designed the museum’s world-class exhibits. He fondly remembers the
exhilaration of opening day on April 19, 2005. In 2012 he became ALPLM’s Deputy Director.
David concludes the interview with a discussion about his decision to take a position in
Governor Pat Quinn’s administration in 2013.
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Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a transcript
of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to preserve the informal,
conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library
is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave
these for the reader to judge.
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