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Abstract
Susan Henry, Alternatives in Education, EA-A-L-2018-025

Biographical Information/Overview of Interview: Susan Henry was born in April 1959 in
Boulder, Colorado. She grew up in Harvard Illinois, the oldest of four children. She attended
Harvard Community High School, graduating in 1977. She then enrolled at Wheaton College,
graduating in 1981 with an Illinois teaching certificate. Later that year she married John Henry,
and they began their life together in Indiana. By 1992 the couple was living in Rochester,
[llinois. When it came time to send their son to school in 1993, Susan and John made the
decision to have Susan home school him. They later made the same decision for their two
daughters as well.

Susan talks extensively about the experience of being a home school parent/teacher. She
used the Abeka Homeschool curriculum, a comprehensive curriculum she had used early in her
career when teaching at a parochial school in Indiana. Over time, she met other parents who were
also home schooling, several through her church, Southern View Chapel in Springfield. She
discussed tailoring her teaching style to each child’s particular learning style, and stressed the
importance of character development along with the more traditional subjects of English, math,
science, and the social sciences. As the children grew older, she continued to rely on Abeka’s
various curricula, often supplementing them with other resources. Additionally, each child had
some involvement with the local Rochester High School, including band, choir and driver’s
education. While in middle school she tested each child using the lowa Test of Basic Skills to
gage their progress relative to other children. She also made sure her children were developing
socially. All three children have gone on to excel in college and in their chosen professions.
Susan discussed the importance of attending home school conferences and conventions, and also
mentioned some of the home schooling organizations that exist to support the growing number of
home school parents. These include the Illinois Christian Home Educators (ICHE) and Illinois
H.0.U.S.E. (Home Oriented Unique Schooling Experience), a group which does not emphasize
religion as part of the home schooling experience.
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Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to preserve
the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The Abraham
Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for the
views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge.

COPYRIGHT

The following material can be used for educational and other non-commercial
purposes without the written permission of the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library.
“Fair use” criteria of Section 107 of the Copyright Act of 1976 must be followed. These
materials are not to be deposited in other repositories, nor used for resale or commercial
purposes without the authorization from the Audio-Visual Curator at the Abraham
Lincoln Presidential Library, 112 N. 6th Street, Springfield, Illinois 62701. Telephone
(217) 785-7955



