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Abstract
Gary McCants, People of Faith, PFM-A-L-2020-006

Biographical Information/Overview of Interview: Gary McCants was born on July
22,1948 in Cincinnati, Ohio, where he grew up, graduating from Courter Technical High School
in 1967. McCants earned a BS degree from Central State University (Wilberforce, Ohio) in
1971, and an MBA degree from Atlanta University in 1973. By 1975 he was newly married to
Galda Garnett and began working with the Illinois House Democrats, living in Springfield. He
spent the next fifteen years in Springfield working on the House Democratic staff.

Gary’s spiritual awakening occurred in 1979 when he had a vivid dream and because of that
came to believe that God had a purpose for him. For the next several years Gary struggled with
what that might be, reluctant to believe that God’s intent might lead him to the ministry and
preaching. All the while, he continued to work in the Illinois House of Representatives. By the
early months of 1981 McCants accepted that he was called to preach and began a lengthy period
of training and reflections, which included taking courses under the auspices of the Illinois
Conference, AME Church, Ministerial Training Board; Midwest Bible College in Bloomington,
Illinois and National Baptist Training Institute satellite ministry, taught in Springfield, Illinois.
This led to Gary accepting a call to minister to a small AME congregation, Bethel AME Church
in Kewanee, Illinois in 1985, where he continued to serve until 1994. In that year he became
pastor of Allen Chapel AME Church in Alton, IL.

In 1988 Gary resigned from the House Democratic staff, but soon began working as a staff
analyst and later as lobbyist for the Illinois Banker’s Association. He continued in that role until
his retirement in 2012. He discussed his lobbying experiences during the heady real estate boom
of the late 1990s and early 2000s, and also the housing market collapse which began in late
2008. McCants talked extensively about his memories of state Senator Barack Obama, and also
about many of the other legislators he came to know during his thirty-five years with the
legislature. In 2007 he was appointed as the presiding elder for the South District — Illinois
Conference of the AME Church. Gary’s wife Galda also became a reverend with the AME
Church in 2009.
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Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a transcript
of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to preserve the informal,
conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library
is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave
these for the reader to judge.
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