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Abstract  
Pam Gray, Agriculture in Illinois, AIS-V-L-2008-085 

 
Biographical Information Overview of Interview: Pam Grey was born on October 18 1953 
in Streator, Illinois. She has spent her life in Illinois working for state government in 
different capacities. Eventually she found herself volunteering for the State Fair in 
Springfield. The first year she volunteered, she was disappointed by the lack of enthusiasm 
from the other volunteers. Over the years Pam held different volunteer positions in the State 
Fair, until she found some old photos of the Fair and pasted them on the wall. This started the 
ball rolling, and soon she was the Director of the Illinois State Fair Museum. Pam explained 
that the foundation of the Illinois State Fair is agriculture. In the early years the fair traveled 
and was used to show off agricultural techniques and accomplishments. Agriculture is still a 
large portion of the fair, and livestock shows and different competitions take place all week 
long. Pam explained that all the contests in the early years cost the fair $900 in prizes. The 
Fair puts up thousands of dollars annually for blue ribbon winners.   
 
 

Subject Headings/Key Words: Streator, IL; State Government; Volunteer; Illinois 
State Fair; Illinois State Fair Museum; Agriculture; Livestock; Competition 

 

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is 
a transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to 
preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The 
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the 
memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge. 
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