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Abstract
Ann Lewis, Ronald Reagan, ISR-V-D-2013-107

Biographical Information Overview of Interview: Ann Lewis of Dixon,
[llinois, born July 1947 in Bartow, Florida, served as the vice chair of the Illinois Ronald
Reagan Centennial Commission and was also a Reagan Home Foundation Board
member. February 6, 2011 was the former president’s 100th birthday. Ann actively
worked to create activities for the centennial celebration. Ideas that were developed for
the celebration included: Poetry for the President; Reagan and His Ranch Art
Competition, which was done worldwide; Reagan Day at Wrigley Field; and many other
events. Dr. David Holsinger also composed a piece that was in honor of President
Reagan, entitled “Reagan of Illinois.” The music premiered at the Dixon Historic Theatre
and received a nomination in the first level of the Grammy’s. Another event that Lewis
helped organize was a time capsule that was buried by the Dixon High School in 2011.
The time capsule is to be unearthed in 2061 during the class of 2011 50th class reunion.
Lewis also discusses how Fulton, Illinois is now part of the Reagan Trail. This is
significant since many of the Reagans called Fulton home at one point in time. The
committee also formed a scholarship for students called the Reagan Transfer Scholarship.
It allows for students from Sauk Valley Community College to receive two year fully
funded scholarships at Eureka College where Reagan attended college. Ann Lewis and
the Centennial Committee put together an array of events and memorials that were very
well received by the general public.

Subject Headings/Keywords: Illinois Ronald Reagan Centennial Celebration
Commission; Reagan Home Foundation Board; Ronald Reagan Presidential Library;
Reagan Centennial competitions in Dixon (writing, art); “The Next Picture Show”; Dr.
David Holsinger’s “Reagan of Illinois; Wrigley field; time capsule at Dixon High School;
Reagan Transfer Student Scholarship; Petunia Festival; Lowell Park, Dixon, lllinois;
Reagan boyhood home

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that
this is a transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor
sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical
sources. The Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual
accuracy of the memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the
reader to judge.
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