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Abstract
Mitchell Roth, Illinois Statecraft, 1S-V-L-2019-019

Biographical Information/Overview of Interview: Mitchell (Mitch) Roth was born in
Albany, New York in November 1952 and grew up in Nassau, New York. He attended high
school in East Greenbush, New York, graduating in 1970, then attended Princeton University,
graduating in 1974, then Cornell University where he worked on master’s degree, majoring in
labor relations. He received a law degree from the University of Wisconsin in 1980. Upon
passing the Bar Exam in Washington, D.C., he then worked for the National Education
Association for the next 8 years, during which time he assisted litigating a case involving the
[llinois Education Association dealing with Fair Share union fees. He moved to Illinois in
1988, becoming General Counsel for the Illinois Education Association.

During the bulk of the interview, Mitch discussed the recent Janus v. AFSCME of Illinois
Supreme Court Case, which was heard in February 2018, with a decision in favor of Mark
Janus coming down in June 2018. Mark Janus, an employee of the Illinois Health and Human
Services Agency, sued AFSCME about payment of his ‘Fair Share’ union fees. His intent was
to take the case all the way to the U.S. Supreme Court. By a 5 to 4 decision, the Supreme
Court ruled that the Fair Share fees were unconstitutional based on a violation of his 1st
Amendment rights to free speech. As the General Counsel for the Illinois Education
Association, General Counsel Roth defended AFSCME’s position. Roth argued that those
fees were indeed constitutional, citing previous Supreme Court decisions where the courts had
ruled in favor of unions. Roth stressed that it was fair for the state and AFSCME to have
agreed for the union to collect a fee from non-union members to pay for the cost of union
representation, especially since AFSCME was required by state law to represent all state
employees covered by the collective bargaining agreement.

Subject Headings/Key Words: Fair Share union fees; right to work laws; Abood v.
Detroit Board of Education; Ellis v. Brotherhood of Railway Employees; Knox v. Service
Employees International Union; Harris v. Quinn; Friedrichs v. California Teachers’
Association; Justice Antonin Scalia; Justice Samuel Alito; presidential election of 2016;

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to
preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the
memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge.
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