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Abstract
Burnell Heinecke, Family Memories, FM-A-L-2018-069

Biographical Information/Overview of Interview: Burnell Heinecke was born on June 11,
1927 in Mascoutah, Illinois, and grew up in nearby Freeburg, Illinois. Burnell’s father was a coal
miner, and an early member of the Progressive Mine Workers of America, and was involved in a
conflict the union had with the United Mine Workers Union. Burnell shares many vivid
memories of his early years in Freeburg. While attending Freeburg High School he became
interested in writing, and especially journalism. He worked on the school newspaper and was
excited to have an editorial he wrote published. Immediately upon graduation in 1945 from
Freeburg High School, he enlisted in the U.S. Navy; the war in the Pacific ended while he was in
boot camp. He eventually served aboard aircraft carriers Kula Gulf (CVE 108) Ticonderoga
(CV14). After his navy service, he enrolled in McKendree College, graduating in 1950 with a
major in English.

Burnell worked for twenty-three years as a journalist for the Chicago Sun-Times beginning
in the early 1950s, including ten years as the bureau chief for the Sun-Times in the state capitol.
While there, he covered the administrations for Governor William Stratton, Otto Kerner, Sam
Shapiro, Richard Ogilvie, Dan Walker and Jim Thompson. Unfortunately, Burnell passed away
on December 5, 2018, following an auto accident a few weeks earlier, during which he suffered
serious injuries.

Subject Headings/Key Words: Life in Freeburg, Illinois in the 1940s; Progressive Mine
Workers of America; miner conflict between the Progressive Mine Workers Union and the
United Mine Worker Union; McKendrie College;

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to preserve
the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The Abraham
Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for the
views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge.
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