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Abstract  
Dr. John Capasso, Education is Key-School Reorganization, AI-A-L-2013-011 

 

Biographical Information Overview of Interview: Dr. John Capasso was born in 

Bloomington, Illinois in 1958. He is a graduate of Chenoa High School. He earned his 

bachelors degree, masters degree and an Ed.D. degree (Doctor of Education) from Illinois 

State University. He began his tenure as an educator at Chenoa, Illinois. Later he became the 

high school principal at the nearby Minonk-Duna-Rutland High School. When the district 

reorganized with Toluca and Wenona, which created the Fieldcrest Community Unit School 

District #6, Dr. Capasso became Assistant Superintendent. He later became Superintendent. In 

2001 he became Superintendent of Leroy and then the next year he became Superintendent of 

Prairie Central Community Unit School, District #8. This interview explores the consolidation 

of three school districts into the Fieldcrest Community Unit School District in 1982, and later 

the annexation of Chenoa into Prairie Central in 2004.  

 

Subject Headings/Key Words: school reorganization in Illinois; Fieldcrest Community 

Unit School District #6; attendance centers; Classrooms First Commission;  

 

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a 

transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to 

preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The 

Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the 

memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge. 
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