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Abstract  
Kermit L. Harden, Jr., Veterans Remember, VR2-V-D-2007-053 

 

 

Biographical Information Overview of Interview: Kermit L. Harden, Jr. was born in 

Maquon, Illinois on October 26, 1924. After three semesters at the University of Illinois, 

Harden enlisted in the Army in December 1941. He served in Company K, the 301
st
 Infantry 

Regiment, of the 94
th

 Division. Harden received basic training in March 1942 at Camp 

Robeson, Arkansas and engineer schooling at Carnegie Institute in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania. 

Harden returned to training in Camp McCain, Mississippi. From Camp McCain, Harden was 

shipped to Europe via the Queen Elizabeth.  

 

He continued with training in Chippenham, England before moving into Lorient, France. 

Harden and a portion of his division were patrolling in Lorient, France when they were 

surrounded and captured by German soldiers. In Lorient, Harden was imprisoned and 

interrogated for a week. He was then boated to the island of Ile de Groix where he was held 

captive for forty-five days. He was extremely malnourished, loosing forty pounds by the 

conclusion of his imprisonment. He was finally released when German troops started 

exchanging American prisoners for able-bodied German prisoners of war. He returned to his 

Division only five days after his release.  

 

Harden also fought on the front lines of the Battle of Bulge. The European Theater ended 

while Harden was in Rhineland. He was discharged from Camp Fort Sheridan, Illinois and 

returned home in December 1945. 
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Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a 

transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to 

preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The 

Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the 

memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge. 
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