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Abstract  
Ken Zehnder, Illinois Statecraft, ISG-A-L-2011-025 

 

Biographical Information Overview of Interview: Kenneth E. Zehnder was born on 

February 5th, 1950 in Beaver Falls, Pennsylvania, and grew up in York, Pennsylvania where 

his father worked as a chemical engineer. The family moved to Aurora, Illinois in 1967, and 

following high school, Ken attended Western Illinois University, graduating in 1972. After 

working in a variety of jobs, he found employment with Horace Mann Insurance Company in 

Springfield, Illinois, and soon became involved in local Republican politics. In 1980 Zehnder 

helped run George H.W. Bush’s unsuccessful presidential primary bid in central Illinois. He 

then worked in Congressman Paul Findley’s campaign before being selected as the traveling 

aid for newly appointed Secretary of State Jim Edgar.  

Zehnder spent the next eighteen years working for Edgar in a variety of positions. For 

most of Edgar’s tenure as Secretary of State, Zehnder worked as Edgar’s scheduler, often as 

an additional duty. Following Edgar’s election as governor in 1990, Zehnder became the 

assistant to the Governor for Boards and Commissions, staying in that job for four years. 

Following Edgar’s reelection, he moved to the Department of Revenue, and soon was named 

its director. He spent the next four years modernizing the department’s procedures. When 

George Ryan became governor in 1999, Zehnder moved to the private sector, eventually 

working at Northern Illinois University in the Office of Governmental Relations.  

Subject Headings/Key Words: Governor Jim Edgar; duties as travel aid for Secretary of 

State Jim Edgar; duties as scheduler for Sec. of State Jim Edgar; George H. W. Bush; 

Congressman Paul Findley; Assistant to the Governor for Boards and Commissions; process 

of making appointments to Boards & Commissions; director of IL Department of Revenue; 

Aurora, Illinois; Mike Lawrence; Joan Walters; Brenda Edgar; patronage in Illinois 

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a 

transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to 

preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The 

Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the 

memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge. 
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