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Abstract
Bryan Murley, Education is Key — Civics, ECE-A-L-2019-095

Biographical Information Overview of Interview: Bryan Murley was born in Tacoma,
Washington in February 1968. He grew up in Texas and attended West Brook High School in
Beaumont, Texas in 1986. Bryan participated in theater, drama, and the school newspaper, and
also worked at the local newspaper. Murley first enrolled at the Southwest Baptist Seminary
before transferring to Lamar University, where he majored in communications, graduating in
1995. Following graduation, he worked as a journalist and publisher at Winnie, Texas. He
later worked for the Ft. Worth Star Telegraph as well as for a Dallas newspaper and in
Greenville, South Carolina. Bryan currently teaches at Eastern Illinois University in
Charleston, including courses in journalistic ethics and news literacy as well as serving as
advisor to the University’s student newspaper.

Murley talks about journalism from his perspective as a news reporter and publisher. He
discusses context of two courses in particular, News Information, and Media Literacy and
Journalism Ethics. He also discusses the challenges of discerning fact from opinion in
contemporary journalism, as well as understanding bias and advocacy journalism.
Additionally, he discussed current controversies involving ethics in journalism and challenges
in college newspaper reporting.

Subject Headings/Key Words: journalistic career; journalistic ethics; media literacy;
bias in journalism; journalistic echo chambers; EIU course News, Information and Media
Literacy; bias in news reporting; trend of political figures becoming journalists; college
newspaper advisors;

Notes to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is
a transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to
preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the
memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge.

COPYRIGHT

The following material can be used for educational and other non-commercial
purposes without the written permission of the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library.
“Fair use” criteria of Section 107 of the Copyright Act of 1976 must be followed. These
materials are not to be deposited in other repositories, nor used for resale or commercial
purposes without the authorization from the Audio-Visual Curator at the Abraham
Lincoln Presidential Library, 112 N. 6th Street, Springfield, Illinois 62701. Telephone
(217) 785-7955



