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Abstract
Gary J. Price, Veterans Remember, VRG-A-L-2014-021

Biographical Information Overview of Interview: Gary J. Price was born on October 7,
1948 in Fresno, California, and spent his early years in Kermin, California. He entered the
Marine Corps in May, 1971 with the goal of becoming a pilot, despite not having a college
degree. By the following year he had been commissioned, and was progressing through flight
training, while also getting married in November, 1972.

By 1974 Lieutenant Price was stationed in Okinawa, assigned to HMM 165, (a Marine
Medium Helicopter Squadron) equipped with CH-46 helicopters. In late April, the unit shipped
out with the Navy heading toward the Philippines and South Vietnam. For the next several
weeks, Price and his unit supported the evacuation of US personnel from South Vietnam, while
stationed on board the USS Dubuque LPD-8, an amphibious transport vessel. In the years
following that experience, Price progressed through a series of assignments and schools,
experiencing the lean years in the late 1970s and the Reagan years when the military went
through a resurgence. In the mid-1980s he was stationed at Yuma, Arizona, assigned to the
Marine Aviation Weapons and Tactics Squadron (MAWTS-1), where he was involved with
developing Marine aviation tactics. In 1989 Lieutenant Colonel Price took command of HMM-
161. One year later he was leading his unit to Saudi Arabia, following Saddam Hussein’s
invasion of Kuwait in August, 1990. Price talks at length about the unit’s involvement during
Desert Shield (the defense of Saudi Arabia) and Desert Storm in early 1991, the liberation of
Kuwait and defeat of Iraqi forces.

Subsequent assignments included more schooling, command of the Headquarters and
Service Battalion at Quantico, Virginia, and his final assignment commanding a Naval ROTC
unit at the Virginia Military Institute in Lexington, Virginia. He retired from the Marine Corps
on September 1, 2001.
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