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Abstract
Mark Boozell, Illinois Statecraft, ISG-A-L-2009-028

Biographical Information Overview of Interview: Mark Boozell was born on March 4,
1955 in Mason City, Iowa, but spent most of his early years in Loves Park, Illinois. Following
high school, he attended Augustana College in Rock Island, Illinois, and graduated in 1977.
He immediately set off for Washington, D.C., in search of a staff position in a congressional
office, but when this turned up nothing, he applied for an opening in the Illinois House of
Representatives Republican Caucus, and was hired by George Ryan, then minority leader. In
1980, he moved to the Department of Transportation, where he worked as a legislative liaison.

In 1983, Boozell became the legislative director for Secretary of State Jim Edgar,
a position he held until he followed newly elected Governor Edgar, where he served as
Edgar’s assistant legislative liaison. Boozell took over the post as Director of Legislative
Affairs in 1992, during a time when the administration was still struggling to balance the
budget. Boozell served as Director of the Illinois Department of Insurance, and he also
assisted Edgar’s educational initiatives with the state legislature in 1997. Boozell returned
to work directly for Edgar in 1998 as his Chief of Staff. Much of his work during the last
year of the Edgar administration was spent on preparing for a smooth transition.

Following Boozell’s many years with Edgar, he worked for Aon, a company based
in Chicago. At the time of the interview he worked for the Dykema Law Firm.

Subject Headings/Key Words: Augustana College, Rock Island, Illinois; George Ryan;
Jim Edgar; Gov. Jim Thompson; Mike Madigan; James ‘Pate’ Philip; Philip Rock; Joan
Walters; Kirk Dillard; educational reform; 1982 Equal Rights Amendment fight in IL State
Capitol

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this
is a transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee, and editor sought
to preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources.
The Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of
the memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge.
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