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Abstract
Gene W. Blade, Veterans Remember, VRC-A-L-2012-046

Biographical Information Overview of Interview: Gene Blade was born on September 12,
1934 in a farmhouse in Mercer, County, in Illinois. Gene grew up on the farm, attending a one room
schoolhouse near Cameron. In 1952 he graduated from Monmouth High School. He soon found
work at an Admiral plant in Galesburg and joined Headquarters Battery, 1st Battalion, 123rd Field
Artillery, a local National Guard unit, in March 1954. He enlisted in the Regular Army in 1956, and
attended training at Fort Carson, Colorado. He was placed in a leadership role due to his previous
National Guard experience. In April, 1957 he shipped to Hawaii, and was assigned to E Battery, 8th
Field Artillery Battalion, 25th ID as a wire (communications) team chief. He was assigned as the unit
Fire Direction Chief, and had both an enjoyable and successful tour. His experiences included
computing firing data for an 8 inch howitzer nuclear spotter round. (No nuclear round was fired.)
Blade returned to the farm in 1958 due to his father’s health. He was discharged from the Regular
Army but immediately rejoined the local Guard unit. In 1960 he completed the IL Army National
Guard OCS program and was commissioned a 2nd Lieutenant.

Blade farmed and worked in a factory in Galesburg. He then purchased a Firestone tire business.
In 1964 he became a battery commander in Galesburg. In July, 1971 he attended the Regular Army
FA Advanced Course at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, and in May, 1972 he began working full-time for the
National Guard In 1977 he became the first legislative liaison for the National Guard, and worked
closely with General John Phipps, Illinois’ Adjutant General, aggressively pursued a program of
armory maintenance and upgrades. He is a graduate of the Army War College. In 1980 he returned to
active duty as the USP&FO-IL (United States Property and Fiscal Officer). In that capacity he
answered directly to the Chief, National Guard Bureau, and was responsible for all equipment,
property and funds that came from the federal government. He was instrumental in many equipment
and facilities upgrades that Illinois National Guard units enjoyed over the next fourteen years.
Colonel Blade retired in 1994, but remained an active promoter of National Guard concerns.
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Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a transcript of the
spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational
style that is inherent in such historical sources. The Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible
for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to
judge.
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