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Abstract

Edgar B. Gottschalk, Veterans Remember, VR2-A-L-2011-010

Biographical Information Overview of Interview: Edgar Gottschalk was born in
Springfield, Illinois on December 13th, 1923. Gottschalk graduated in January 26th, 1943
from Springfield High School; he had received a draft notice on January 20th, and was
inducted into the U.S. Army Air Force on the 27th. He attended basic training in Miami,
Florida, and continued his training in three other locations. Following his training, Gottschalk
was assigned the 72nd Bomb Squadron, 5th Bomb Group, 13th Air Force, and sent to the
South Pacific. He served as a flight engineer and top turret gunner on a B-24 Liberator, and
completed forty-five combat missions. The missions were primarily flown over the
Southwestern Pacific Ocean islands. The squadron was constantly on the move, stationed first
in the Solomon Islands and ending up in the Philippines, some 2,500 miles and ten months
later. The unit became known as the Jungle Air Force, since its equipment never seemed to
catch up to the unit. The primary mission of the squadron was to destroy Japanese airfields,
oil refineries and shipping. Targets included Truk, Yap, Peleliu, Borneo, and numerous other
islands on the way to Japan.

Gottschalk received the Air Medal with four oak leaf clusters. He was discharged from
the service on September 3, 1945. After his return to Sangamon County, he married Delores
Heingardner on September 26th, 1946. Edgar joined the Plumbers and Steamfitters Union and
worked for Edwards Plumbing and Heating. He later worked at St. John’s Hospital, where he
retired as the head of mechanical maintenance. They have no children, and both are now
retired.

Subject Headings/Key Words: 72nd Bomb Squadron, 5Sth Bomb Group, 13th Army Air
Force; B-24 Liberators; turret gunner on a B-24; Jungle Air Force; Truk Island; Pandansari
Refinery, Balikpapan; Borneo bombing raid; Palau Islands (Pelelie, Ngesebus, Babelthaup)

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to
preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the
memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge.
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