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Abstract
Margaret Carter, Agriculture in Illinois, Al-A-L-2008-038

Biographical Information Overview of Interview: Margaret Carter was born on
August 27th, 19210n a farm in southwest lowa near the town of College Spring. She
discusses her life growing up on the farm during the 1930s. She attended Monmouth College
in Monmouth, Illinois for two and a half years, and married fellow student Richard Miller in
1941. He received his commission after completing Officer Candidate School in 1943, but
was subsequently killed in combat during World War I1.

She married Forrest Carter in 1945, a farmer in west central Illinois. She also taught
kindergarten in Earlville, Illinois, a small rural community from 1953 to 1984. The two
continued to live on the farm until Forrest’s death in 1997. Forrest farmed, and also
supplemented his income by purchasing a local meat locker plant for many years. Margaret
passed away on May 15, 2011.

Subject Headings/Key Words: Childhood on the farm during the 1930s; farm methods
in 1930s; changes in farming methods during the 1950s and beyond,;

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to
preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the
memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge.
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